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33. MINUTES OF REGULAR BOARD MEETING MONDAY, SEPT, 9, 1985 33. 

PUBLIC WORKS AND SEWER COMMITTEE (continued) 

(2) SENSE-DF-THE-BOARD RESOLUTION CONCERNING CARE AND MAINTENANCE OF 
BUILDINGS TURNED OVER TO CITY BY BOARD OF EDUCATION. Submitted by 
Reps. Audrey Maihock and Betty Conti 8/5/85. 

MR. PERILLO said on the desks tonight is a resolution two pages long, and 
he Moved for approval. Seconded. 

MR. SKOVGAARD is opposed to this resolution. To support his oppositinn, 
he brings to the Board's attention two schools which are no longer in use. 
One is in his District and the other in his parents' District. The first 
is Franklin School. He would be loathe to pass any resolution that required 
the City to maintain Franklin School in a condition comparable to the 
surrounding buildings and grounds of that particular neighborhood, which is 
currently in utter disrepair. There is debris in the lawns, and there are 
things hanging from trees. There are buildings with no insides whatsoever. 
All windows are broken, interior walls broken. That is clearly not the 
intention of this resolution, but in fact, we would be requiring the City 
of Stamford to go and wreak havoc -if the Franklin School were- still the 
property of the City. Hr. Skovgaardbelieves it has been sold. 

The other school near his parents' house is the Riverbank School. Stretch
ing this resolution to the extreme, or just a little bit, he asks if this 
would require Stamford taxpayers to spend thousands and thousands of dollars 
on professional landscaping to keep the grounds up to the quality of the 
grounds of the surrounding neighborhood, which is of a very high quality, 
residential, expensive homes with immaculately kept and groomed grounds. 
He does not feel this Board should be passing resolutions to maintain a 
school in a run-down neighborhood in a run-down condition, and to maintain 
a school in an excellently-kept neighborhood in a condition equivalent to 
the surroundings. 

The boarding up of an unused school should not be prohibited. Boarding up 
prevents or at least discourages vandalism. The provision for an adequate 
security system is not specific as it does not state adequate for what. 
For the prevention of vandalism, there is no such thing. To alert people 
that vandalism has occurred, what use? 

MR. DAVID MARTIN said he did not want people to Mr. Skovgaard's 
remarks. In -the 19th District, no one would propose that large sums be 
spent to professionally landscape Riverbank School. At the same time, that 
school was not mowed or taken care of in any way, shape or form throughout 
the entire summer. To address that problem even once required considerable 
time from the Public Works Dept.- Time should have been scheduled so that the 
school would have received minimum attention from the time it was turned over. 
All schools turned over to the Public Works Dept. should have an inspection 
and maintenance schedule. It should not be an eyesore to the community, nor 
should any other City-owned building or equipment, for that matter, receive 
benign neglect, because in the end it is far more expensive to make correc
tions. 

MRS. MAIHOCK said she and Betty Conti wrote this resolution because they were 
very upset by the unsightly appearance and the lack of maintenance of these 
buildings that the City has been taking over. It was not expected that 
Riverbank School would be maintained like ' Rockefeller's estate. 



34. MINUTES OF REGULAR BOARD MEETING MONDAY, SEPT. 9! 1985 34. 

PUBLIC WORKS AND SEWER COMMITTEE (continued) 

MRS. MAIHOCK (continuing): However, a reasonable amount of care is essential 
if the property values of the neighbors are to be upheld, and that is the 
reason she and Betty Conti did this. They do not want run-down neighborhoods 
in the community. There are many forces in this community that are spending 
millions and millions of dollars to make this City one of the greatest cities 
in Connecticut. Yet if you go and look at Burdick School, you are horrified. 
It is all boarded up; it is not kept up; there is debris around it; it is 
unsightly because it has never been mowed or taken care of. These are valuable 
real estate properties of the City and someone should be accountable for their 
care and maintenance ,until proper disposition is made of them. A modicum of 
care is not asking for too much, and should be budgeted, if not already done so . 

When you have b,ilildings that are not taken care of properly, you immediately 
find people who will come in and try to occupy them. There are, after all, a 
lot of homeless in this area looking for shelter. As Mr. Dudley pointed out, 
some of the habits of some people are objectionable to the neighbors in those 
areas. Public officials have an obligation to take care of the City's proper
ties, and she is sorry if Mr.Skovgaard thinks we don'~but we really do. 

MRS. PERILLO Moved the Question. Seconded. Voice vote taken, but the 
Chair was in doubt and requested the members to vote by machine. 
CARRIED by a vote of 23 Yes, 9 No, 2 Non-Voting. 

MR. SKOVGAARD made a Point of Personal Privilege. 

( 

THE PRESIDENT asked if he had been insulted and Mr. Skovgaard said he had. ( 

MR. SKOVGAARD said he takes exception to what Mrs. Maihock says . In·' her 
characterization of his feeling that the City does not owe a responsibility, 
or an obligation to keep up the buildings. He said nothing of the sort. 
His name was used and the content of what he said was completely misconstrued. 
And yes, that is an item of Personal Privilege. 

~PRESmENT said she is sorry, but it really is not. 

She called for a machine vote on Item #2, the Sense-of-the-Board Resolution. 
APPROVED with 27 Yes, 1 No, and 6 Non-Voting. 

MOTION TO SUSPEND THE RULES TO TAKE UP AN ITEH NOT ON THE AGENDA. 

MR. PERILLO Moved to Suspend the Rules and take up an item not on the Agenda, 
being amending Sec. 8-14 Landfill Operation Fees. Seconded. Voice vote was 
not defin:lt:l.ve and the President called for a machine vote. APPROVED with 
27 Yes, 3 No, 4 Non-Voting. 

At the present time, the City is charging private 
at the landfill site at a rate of $1.00 per cwt. 
to $2.00 per cwt., or $40.00 per ton for debris. 

contractors to dump debris 
This is now to be increased 

amendinlt Mr. Perillo Moved to waive publication of ordinance ~ec. 8-14 of the Code 
of Ordinances. Seconded. 

( 
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43. MINUTES OF REGULAR BOARD MEETING MONDAY, SEPT. 9, 1985 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM OTHER BOARDS and INDIVIDUALS 

MS. SUMMERVILLE wished to enter into the record that a communication 
was received from Finance Commissioner Pacter dated 9/9/85 that it be 
made a part of our minutes for reasons. It is on the desks tonight. 

NEW BUSINESS - None. 

OLD BUSINESS - None. 

ADJOURNMENT : 

43. 

There being no further business to come before the Board, upon Motion duly 
Moved, Seconded, and APPROVED, the Meeting adjourned at 12:07 A.M. 

By In. ~e 
Helen M. McEvoy, Administrative Assi 
(and Recording Secretary) 
Board of Representatives 

APPROVED City of Stamford, Connecticut 

Presid.nt 

18th Board of Representatives 

Pages 1-14 transcribed by A. Kacha1uba 
Pages 15-end II II H. McEvoy 

SG/AK/HMM 
Ends. 
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