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4571 Minutes of January 3, 1966
Lear George:

I have read with amazement some of the statements made in the December 7th
issue of the Stamford Advocate in reporting the December meeting of the
9th Board of Representatives (sees enclosure).

A3 President of the 8th Board, who, with you and others still in offlce,
participated in the proceedings of that Board, and of its various comrittees,
I zust emphatically correct the statement appearing on page one of that issue
of the paper saying that, last April, a proposal to study the drought and
vater emsrgency was "bottled up in the Board's Stesring Committes......".
Tnis simply is not the truth. Messrs. Selsberg and Nathanson were members
of that committee, participated in its discussions, voted on its actions,
and also should know that statement to be untrue.

A look at the record shows that a letter from Mr. Paul Kuczo, dated 16 April
1965, (sea copy enclosed) requesting information on the water situation was
considered at the 19 April 1965 meeting of the Steering Committee, with
Massrs. Selsberg and Nathanson present. (see enclosed Minutes). At that

time the Administrative Assistant was directed by the Committes to forward

My, Kuezo's letter to the Water Company for information. (see enclosed letter
of transmittal, by Mrs. Velma Farrell, dated 21 April 1965).

A letter dated 23 April 1965 from Mr. E. Arthur Bell, President of the

Water Company (see copy enclosed) addressed to the Steering Committee, in
answer to Mr. Euczo's letter, was received at the Board office on 26 April
1965. This letter was received under "Communications from other Boards and
Individuals® at the 3 May 1965 meeting of the Board (see page 4344 of the
Minutes enclosed), with Messrs, Selsberg and Nathanson present. This letter
vas directed to the attention of the Steering Committee, with no comment from
ths floor,

At the Steering Committse meeting of 24 May 1965, (Messrs. Selsberg and
Nathanson present) the letter fromt he Water Company was read. The information
supplisd satisfisd the Committee memberss present and no other action was taken,
except to note the letter and to direct that a copy be sent to Mr. Kuczo. (Sae
page #2 of the Steering Committee Report, enclosure #7).

In the light of the chronological record, I faill to see where anyone can, in
good conscience, truthfully describe the Steering Committes action as a
"bottling up® of a legislative matter.

However, i1t should be emphasized that the facts given in the company letter of
2 December 1965 (see copy, enclosures #8) regarding the water emergemcy, written
in answer to questions publicly asked on ths front page of the 2 December 1965
iasue of the Stamford Advocate (see article, enclosure #9) and which were
dascribed on the f{loor of the Board as a "last minuts statement — ", were
substantially available to the members of the Board in May 1965, soma seven
months earlier, since the same essential facts wers contained in Mr. Bell's
latter of 23 April 1965. Furthermore, the water ordinance, previously drawn
up by the Corporation Counsel, had been in the hands of the Legislative and
Rules Committea (William Selsberg, Chairman), since June 1965 %see Stearing %
Committes Minutes, snclosure #10, and 11 September 1965 Advocate story,
enclosure #11) some six months ago.
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The record clearly shows that proper procedures were followed in this case ani
that the rules of the Board ware cobserved. The Board and its varlous committea:
had tha matter under consideration from April 1965 until the final enactment =7
tha water Ordinance on 4 October 1965. Thereafter, thare remained sixty days
for reconsideration or further action. If, at any time, any membar of the

8th Board had felt that further actlon was necessary, it was hils duty and
obligation to have raised the question --- yet for seven months no voice was
raised to ask for further legislative action.

Very truly yours,

ecs To Mr. Thomas Morris, Chairman ALAN H. KETCHAM

Special Water Investigating Committee
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MR. KUCZ0 spoke on the alove matter. He asked why the above Committee never
cams out with any report on the result of their investigations. He sald to this
date thers has not been an answer to his inquiry - that the City has spent money
to conduct the investigation and nothing hes ever come of it. He sald he would
like to bhave a conclusive answer naw,

THE PRESIDENT replied that in his opinion the most conclusive answer 1s that this
Committee was definitely a special investigating Committes, which is certainly one
item that went out with the old Board and unless a new Committee should be set up

by this Board, it would be out of existence., He salid that just by coincidence, there
ars nov membsrs on the present Board whe were members of that Spacial Committes, but
also there are members of the previous Committee who are no longer membars of the
Board of Representatives. He said therefore if that Special Committee did not come
out with a report of their findings, he is afraid that nothing can be done about it
now,

MR, KUCZ0 said that seems like a lot of "hog wash" and a definite =moke screen and
cover up for what he does not know,

YTHE PRESIDENT said he believes this to be pretty strong language, but as sveryone
on this Board knows, & Special Committes always dissclves when a Board comes to the
oend of ita term of office.

MA. KUCZO objected, saying he felt it very unfair to form a Committee and then
dissolve it at the expense of the Democratic Party.

MR, RUSSELL reminded Mr. Kuczo that the Committee he is talking about was a bi-
partisan Committee and if he had anything to say about it, he should have said
it while the old Board was still in office - that it is too late now,
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onc Purchase of Voting Machine and Inelusion in the 1966-67 Budget

MR. NATHANSON said he would like to know if the request for the purchase of a
Voting Machine has been included in the Budget for next year,

MR. RUSSELL replied that he believes it has been requasted.

s Bin for Charter a odes of General Ordinances
MR. CONNORS asked when are the members going to get the binders for their Code books.
THE PRESIDENT said the money had been allocated for this purchase and hopes to hava

them before the next Board meeting, and that we don't expect them to cost $8.00
apiece sither.

ADJOURNMENT:

Thers baing no further business to come before the Board, on motion, duly seconded
and CARRIED, the meeting was adjourned at 11:35 P.M.

Lol Sosaslf

Velma Farrell
Administrative Assistant
vt (Rscording Secretary)
APPROVED:
%ru.;r T2 aaaly
Geo E.Russall, President
9th Board of Representatives Nota: The above meeting was broadcast

over Radioc Station WSTC
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