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FISCAL COMMITTEE: {CONTINUED)

MRS. GOLDSTEIN: Thank you. When this matter came up before Fiscal, I believe
that Fiscal voted overwhelmingly in favor of the item, and I, for one, voted

that way based on the Public Works representatives who came to speak before us.
However, we had no input from the Environmental Protection Board. We had no

input from the Corps of Engineers. We had no input from the Housing Authority
which has a major problem with this. No so much with the appropriation as

with the fact that they weren't allowed or given the courtesy to see the
specifications, and there are so many different loose ends to this that I feel
kind of embarassed that we voted upon it without touch all these bases. I

am going to vote against it, and I am going vote to return it to Committee

toc have these answered, and furthermore, I think it's important that if the

rest of the Board shares these concerns that this be a resounding motion to
return, and that's because the money for this has really already been appropriated
through the emergency powers of the Charter. The Chairman of the Board of Finance,
Mr. Pollard, and the Finance Commissioner, Mr, Marra, and the Mayor used their
emergency powers when Mr. Spaulding closed this bridge to give this high priority
and to appropriate the funds. So, I would really like them to know through this
vote that we are concerned and that we do not want to see any action on this
matter until our guestions are answered. Thank you.

PRESIDENT SANTY: Thank yvou, Mrs. Goldstein. The motion on the Floor is to return
this item to Committee. Please address your remarks to that motion.

MR. WIDER: Thank you, Madam Chairman. I was never so upset about any one item
that I was when I read this bid reguest in the paper. I was more upset after
working for two and a half years with the Housing Authority to get some senior
citizen housing built over there that someone had the audacity to just take the
property without any input from the Public Housing Committee, the Housing Authority,
or from any of the concerned people. I'm not so sure that if they take 25% of
that property, that the housing will be in compliance with the federal regulations.
So, we would have to look at that before we even sign off on it.. I am wondering
who authorized the payment of these kind of things. I was told it was the Finance
Commissioner, If the Mayor and the Finance Commissioner and the Chairman of

the Board of Finance have these kind of powers; I'm speaking in favor of sending
this back to Committee but I want to make one thing perfectly clear.

PRESIDENT SANTY: But, Mr, Wider, I think we detracting from the motion on .the
Floor. The motion on the Floor is to return this Committee. The merits of that
should be discugssed and not questions you have regarding this. If that is why-
you want to return it to Committee, fine, but please confine your remarks to
returning it to Committee.

MR. WIDER: Right, but the fact is that I have to bring in some of the insults
that have been dished out. Some of us have worked hard on this. I don't think
I've been hiding during these last seven years. I would like the work that I have
done to be appreciated and it wasn't appreciated when they interupted some housing
that we have built. I'm in favor of sending it back to Committee and the Committee
to get all the facts and qll the people to sign off. Thank you.

PRESIDENT SANTY: Fine. There are nine speakers left.

MR. HOGAN: 1I'll be very brief, Madam Chairman. Thank you. In view of the fact
that the new facts have come before this Board since the meeting of the Fiscal
Committee, I would have to rise to the defense of the Fiscal Committee in their
vote and echo Mrs. Goldstein's sentiments that at the time the Fiscal Committee
originally heard this, we had no knowledge whatsoever of any letters that passed
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FISCAL COMMITTEE: (CONTINUED)

MR. HOGAN: (continuing) between Mr. Soldano and the power that be. We had no
idea of the magnitude that this move would have upon the housing for the senior
citizens. I take exception to the fact that the people who appeared from the
Public Works Department failed to make us aware of these facts. They must have
been aware of them on the 10th because they certainly followed them up right away
on Monday morning. Although I, voted in favor of bringing this out, I'm in

favor of sending this back to Committee and I ask my colleagues on the Board

to send this back for reconsideration. Thank you.

PRESIDENT SANTY: Thank you, Mr. Hogan.

MS. SUMMERVILLE: Before you rule me out of order, what I am about to speak on
is sending this item back to Committee. All the statements I make after this
are in reference to sending it back to Committee.

First of all, I would like to agree with Mrs. Goldstein said. I thinks it very
unfair and disrespectful to the Committee for the person who came before Fiscal
that they did not tell the truth and the whole truth, and through you, Madam
President, I'd like to ask the Chairman for the record to state, the persons who
came before Fiscal for this particular item.

MRS. HAWE: Mr. Canavan and Mr. Liu.
ME. SUMMERVILLE: Spoke?
MRS. HAWE: Yes, they spoke.

MS. SUMMERVILLE: Secondly, I would like to say that the reason I would like to

see this item sent back to Committee is because of all the things that Mrs. Goldstein
said; she put it very well. We won't only send it back to Committee, we will
physically put bodies there to prevent....sending it back to Committee does not
allow time for them to justify what they're going to do. I think what I've heard
here tonight will not only send a message back to the Committee but to get the
house in order before you send something to us to approve. Thank you.

One thing I forgot, Madam President. I, too, think in sending it back to Committee,
there should be some clarification on who authorized it to go out to bid and

what funds did it come out and how much they paid to have that done. I noticed in
the paper it went out to bid already as if we're not involved at all and if not,
why did they send it down in the first place?

PRESIDENT SANTY: Thank you, Ms. Summerville. A motion on the Floor to send this
back to Committee.

MRS. CONTI: Thank you, Madam President. I'm opposed to sending this back to
Committee. First of all, it will change nothing because the money has already
been appropriated on an emergency basis. Apparently the members of this Board
are completely unfamiliar with condemnation procedures. Whenever there's a
condemnation procedure, the person who is losing the land must be completely
satisfied before the municipality or the government agency can take the land.
The government agency bends over backwards to please those whose land they're
taking, and they make these arrangements.



