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MR. DeLUCA: (continuing) is to put it up on the ballot in November and let the 
voters decide whether we should have a Board of Representatives with 40 people, 
20 people or a Board of Finance or any other changes. Some people say that with 
20 you cannot do the job. I think it is all up to the persons themselves whether 
20, 10 or 15 can do it. Other communities can do it, I don't see why Stamford 
can't. Besides, the rumOr is that two years from now, it's going to have a 
contingency fund whereby we can all get $5,000 apiece of handling the work . 
••• reject this and leave it up to the voters. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: I don't know how much fact there is in that one, Gabe. 

MR. BOCCUZZI: Point of information. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: Yes, Mr. Boccuzzi. 

MR. BOCCUZZI: I heard three speakers now say that it would be on the ballot in 
November, is this •.. Let's make that perfectly clear. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: This Board decides when it goes on the ballot. Does it go in 
November or is there a special election and we have 15 months to decide that. 
That's another thing we have to decide. When you say, it's going to be November, 
it doesn't necessarily have to be. This Board decides when the election is held. 

MRS. GUROIAN: Point of information. Why 15 months? It can't go on this November's 
ballot? 

PRESIDENT SANTY: It certainly can, but it doesn't have to; this Board decides it. 
We do have time to do that, but we decide what date of the election. Mr. Zelinski, 
I don't know if you spoke to your amendment so I will call you. 

MR. ZELINSKI: Thank you. No, I didn't. I appreciate the thought, Madam President. 
I'd like to remind my colleagues that we are all elected by the people. We're 
not here just walking in off the street. All of us had to serve and be elected 
every two years, and if the public did not like what we're doing, they will vote 
us out of office come November; every two years. 

Personally, in my district, and Rep. Wider did mention that he took a poll in his, 
as of tonight's meeting, I have never received a phone call from one of my constituents 

. dealing with this particular issue which leads me to believe that of the voting public, 
or even the whole population of the City, I would say' less than 5\ of those people 
are concerned with this issue. I think the people that are concerned with this 
issue are the politicians, members of boards and commissions, elected officials, 
and people who have self-interest within the City and the City government and how 
it runs. There is no clamoring that this is an urgent matter that must be taken 
up, and to hear some of my colleagues, it's very confusing that there is such a 
public outcry from the public stating that we must give this to the public to vote 
on it. May I remind you that there have been other Charter Revisions in the past; 
there have been other items on the ballot, and of those who voted for it, it was 
about 25\ of those who actually took the time to go to the polls which is less than 
50\ in some cases for local elections, and granted, I'd like to see the public have 
their voice, but I really don't feel in this particular case, that there is an 
outcry that is calling for the public that they want to see this on the ballot in 
November, and if there was, I'm sure that we would have gotten calls and letters 
and 50 forth; we've had a lot of controversial issues come before our Board, and 
we have been contacted dealing with the budget and other controversial items, and 
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MR. ZELINSKI: (continuing) this is not one of them, and I feel that we took 
the time just as the Charter Revision. I commend them for all the time and 
meetings they had, but we took a lot of time and effort for the two meetings 
that we were here rather late, discussing, debating and finally voting on it, 
and I don't feel that our work, those two evenings, should be in vain just 
because the Charter Revision Commission has deemed fit to accept only a portion 
of our recommedations, and I think they're using this particular issue to say 
they want to go to the public on it because of all the time and effort they 
put into it. We also put time and effort into it, and I think that, tonight, if 
we want to make motions and put back originally what we had voted on then, I 
think we should. Thank you . 

PRESIDENT SANTY: Thank you, Mr. Zelinski. Many speakers. 

MRS. HAWE: I'd like to move the question . 

PRESIDENT SANTY: A motion has been made and seconded to move the question. We 
will now proceed to a machine vote; two-thirds is necessary. We are voting to 
move the question. Has everyone voted. The question is Mr. Zelinski's motion. 
The motion PASSED to move the question 27 affirmative, 8 negative, none abstaining, 
and no no-votes. We are now going to proceed right to the motio~e're going to 
use the machine. The motion as stated by Mr. zelinski is to amend the main motion 
to delete section 1-80-1,"25 members of the 80ard of Reps." If you agree with Mr. 
Zelinski, you vote yes. If you disagree, you vote no. Does everyone understand 
how we're voting? 21 votes are needed. Mr. Zelinski needs 21 votes for his 
amendment. The motion has LOST 21 negative, 12 affirmative, and 2 not-voting. 

We now have a main motion on the Floor and we have many speakers to the main 
motion; · the main motion being to accept the Charter Revision Commission's final 
draft with some of the changes we recommended. 

MR. JACHIMCZYK: Thank you, Madam Chairman. I think that most of what I had to 
say, I said before and Mr. Bonner, when he first spoke, I agree with most of what 
he said. Thank you. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: Fine, Mr. Jachimczyk. 

MR. DONAHUE: I would make the same statement as Mr. Jachimczyk. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: Thank you. There are many speakers. 

MR. TARZIA: ... vote on this, we should then consider having. the sections that 
are being changed brought before the voters, one by one. In other w.ords, let the 
voters decide on each change; yes or no. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: Mr. Tarzia, that is a determination that this Board will make. 

MR. TARZIA: I understand. What I'm saying is to kind of pre-empt that so that 
at least we understand what line of thinking some of us are kind of following. 
I would be willing to go along with the Charter Revision'S report here if we are 
going to have the voters decide on this one by one, but in total, no. I don't 
think it's fair that the voters should decide either the whole package or not. 
Thank you. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: We are now discussing the main motion. 
( 
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MR. DZIEZYC: Thank you, Madam President. I'd like to make a motion to amend 
sectiqn 1-80-1 to reinstate the 6 members -of the Board of Finance. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: Mr. Dziezyc, you cannot do that. You can accept the whole 
report; you can reject the whole report, or reject part of it. 

13 . 

MR. DZIEZYC: TO leave as is. That was in there as is. I'm not adding anything 
on to it. Leaving the Charter as is. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: No, Mr. Dziezyc, the action we can take is on the report from 
the Conunission. That's all that we can do tonight. 

MR. DZIEZYC: What about the last two meetings? 

PRESIDENT SANTY: Those are recommendations to the Conunission. We are acting 
tonight on the final report of the Charter Revision Commission. There's only 
three actions that we can take: reject the whole thing, accept the whole thing, 
or reject part of it. 

MR. DZIEZYC: O.K., good. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: You want to make another motion, Mr. Dziezyc? 

MR. DZIEZYC: Yes. I want to go through the ••. wherever there's a reference where 
they added the Board of Finance, I guess you can't do it because .•. you can't delete 
every ..• 

PRESIDENT SANTY: You have any motion? No motion? 

<=) MR. DZIEZYC: No. 

c 

MRS. MAIHOCK: The representative type of government is the greatest government 
we could ever have. The regretable aspect is that voting statistic have shown 
that in many elections, only a limited number of voters do participate. If this 
referendum is decided in a special election, we can anticipate that the number of 
voters participating would be even smaller than a normal, regularly scheduled 
election. So, this disturbs me for I question then, would the opinion of the 
people really be, would the opinion of the people really be •.. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: Members of the Board, I wish that you would let each speaker 
speak their own words. I know we like to put words in peoples' mouth, but let 
them give their own thoughts. Mrs. Maihock, I want to stress we are speaking 
to the main motion; not elections. We'll decide that later. 

MRS. MAIHOCK: I am, but this is a prelude to it. I now have lost my train of 
thought. I'm sorry. Would the opinion of the people as a whole be heard? This 
is what disturbs me, but I certainly would give the people the opportunity to 
vote on this although I, personally, feel that the items we are voting on are 
not probably in the best interest of the City. Thank you. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: Thank you, Mrs. Maihock. 

MR. DUDLEY: Move the question. 
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PRESIDENT SANTY: A motion has been made. Is there a second to moving the 
question? Seconded. There are only two more speakers. There's a motion made 
and seconded to move the question on the main motion. Please use your machine. 
If you are in favor of moving the question, vote yes. If you are against 
moving the question, vote no. There are two more speakers. The motion on the 
Floor is to move the question. We need 24 votes. Has everyone voted to move 
the question? Mrs. McInerney has asked the Chair to be excused. She had to 
leave this evening. Has everyone voted to move the question? The motion has 
LOST . 13 affirmative, 20 negative and 2 not-voting. 

MR. RoeS: I, reluctantly, think this should go on the ballot. However, I just 
have a mental picture of the voter in the booths contemplating the individual 
sections that we're going to put up there and there's going to be a mass of them, 
and coming out with a proper, thoughtful decision; even bothering with it, I 
just can't picture it. So, I hope that when we do put this on the ballot, that 
we put it on in a concise, careful way so that it isn't just one big yes vote. 
Thank you. 

MR. BOCCUZZI: Thank you, Mr. Roos. 

MR. CONTI: Thank you. I've been trying to get in on the subject when Mr. Zelinski 
brought it up before and I didn't have a chance to. OUr form of government has 
been going on since 1949, and it has worked well. Up state, we have a 158 people 
representing the state, and that has worked well. We do know that the media in 
this town is for a smaller Board which puts the other constituents at a great 
disadvantage because the other side of the question will not be heard; the 
other side of the coin will not be seen, and again, it's going to be a minority 
opinion because we do know that when things are put on the ballot, that everyone 
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does not vote. They go in, vote, don't vote on the questions and only a few will 0 
actually be deciding the fate of the Board of Representatives and the Board of 
Finance and I strongly believe that we should maintain both of them as they are 
because they have worked well, and they can continue doing so because the City 
is growing and it needs more representation not less. 

I would suggest or make an amendment to the amendment that we reject the portions 
that they rejected that we discussed the last two meetings. The amendment would 
be to reject the rejection, and I believe that is in order. 

MR. BOCCUZZI: Mr. Hogan, would you straighten ... Mr. Donahue. 

MR. CONTI: I would like to amend the motion to read that we reject the portions 
that the Charter Revision has rejected that we made to them. Concisely, it would 
be to reject the rejections and present it to the public that way. 

MR. HOGAN: I don't think Mr. Conti, that that motion is in order. I think the 
motion contradicts itself in the making of the motion, the order is contradictory; 
that the motion is contradictory. To make a motion to reject rejection is not 
plausible. 

MR. DONAHUE: It's a lot like a double negative is what we have here. What Mr. 
Conti is purposing to do, if I understand him correctly, is to add to the report 
before us, and that is specifically impossible for us to do. What has been 
submitted to us tonight, we have the right to reject, affirm, or reject in part. 
We cannot reject rejection thus adding to the document. 
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MR. BOCCUZZI: In other words, the Parliamentarians both_ feel that the motion 
is out of order. Mr. Conti, I'll agree with the Parliamentarians that your 
motion is out of order. 

MR. CONTI: May I answer that? 

MR. BOCCUZZI: Yes. 

15. 

MR. CONTI: I believe in clarifying that, I would like to say that we are 
rejecting or we would be rejecting in part which is what they both have just 
agreed to, that we can either reject in whole or in parts, and by doing as I 
suggested, we can reject the portion that they have turned down. If we must 
use a different language, I can do so. That we can reject the portion that 
they turned down and it would not be adding to it. We would be just going back 
to the original Charter. 

MR. BOCCUZZI: Both Parliamentarians are still shaking no. I will rule favoring 
the Parliamentarians. Your motion is out of order. 

MRS. GERSHMAN: Thank you. There's been some statement said tonight about the 
ability of our public to vote intelligently on these Charter changes, and I, for 
one, would like to defend the public. I think that yes, some people vote and 
don't know what they're voting for, but I think by and large, this is a -democracy 
and they should have the chance to vote, and I think that they have shown over 
the years, that they do have the knowledge and the caring about Stamford to come 
out and vote intelligently. I guess I'm really defending the voters and our 
constituents, and I think they should have their chance. 

MR. LIVINGSTON: Thank you, John. There is one thing that still disturbs me about 
this. Just like Mr. Roos, visualizing what's going to happen at the polls if 
this ever goes on the ballot which at this time, I'm pretty sure that most of 
it will go on the ballot. I'm wondering in order for the voter to really have a 
chance to vote on this, is there any mechanism so that these proposed changes 
can at least, at least, be viewed by the voters? 

PRESIDENT SANTY: Mr. Livingston, let's go back. We have a main motion on the 
Floor. We are just speaking to the main motion to accept the final report. 
I think what is happening is we're getting way off the track in a lot of our 
motions, a lot of our amendments, and a lot of our thinking. The main motion 
on the Floor by Mr. Roos is to accept the entire final draft of the Charter 
Revision with some of the recommendations that we recommended. The additions 
to their final report were something that we suggested. That is what the motion 
is on the Floor and seconded. We should not be discussing elections. We should 
not be discussing how this goes on the ballot. We should not be discussing the 
merits of it, just the main motion. It comes right down to the three things: 
we can reject the entire report; we can accept it as the main motion is on the 
Floor, or we can reject part of this report. We all have the report in our hand. 

MRS. CONTI: Point of information, Madam President. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: Yes, Mrs. Conti. 

MRS. CONTI: When do we discuss about the ballot, as to how it goes on the ballot? 

PRESIDENT SANTY: We don't have to do that tonight, Mrs. Conti. 
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PRESIDENT SANTY: We can, we could do it tonight but I think the hour is going 
to be late. We can decide the election date and how it is going to appear on 
the ballot even at our next meeting as part of the Charter Revision Committee. 
It doesn't have to be done tonight. We could, but I think that it probably 
should wait for another evening. We will decide how we are going to put this 
on the ballot, and when we want the election. We still have those options, 
but right now, the main motion on the Floor is to accept the final report 
to go to the voters at a date that we decide. I wish that you just stick to 
the motion. 

MR. FRANCHINA: Point of information. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: Yes, Mr. Franchina. 

MR. FRANCHINA: Madam President, if we decide to reject, what are the options 
then? What happens? 

PRESIDENT SANTY: If we reject what, the entire report? 

MR. FRANCHINA: If we reject it all. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: Then the option is that any citizen, any voter can go out and 
get petitions and within 45 days and put it on the ballot, put what they want on 
the ballot. That's the option . We're now speaking to the main motion. Please 
keep to the main motion. I'm reminding you that it is still early, and I'm not 
cutting off debate, but we do have to finish the Agenda of the Adjourned meeting 
from Monday night. 

MR. DIXON: First let me just ask a couple questions. I'd just like to have all 
this very clear in my own thinking. Would it be rejecting in part, if a motion to 
amend is passed to reject the Commission's recommendation and report that relates 
to the Board of Representatives and the Board of Financee Would that be rejecting 
in part? 

PRESIDENT SANTY: Yes, Mr. Zelinski already made that motion and it was defeated 
to reject the part pertaining to 25 members of the Board. We voted on that, Mr. 
Dixon, and it was rejected. You could make a motion .. ~if you want, to delete 
the section regarding the Board of Finance as long a~A~art of the Commission's 
final report, but the motion was already made regarding the Board of Represent­
atives and it lost. 

MR. DIXON: Let me just deviate from that thought momentarily. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: Mr. Dixon, we are , now speaking to the motion on the Floor. 

MR. DIXON: I understand that . 

PRESIDENT SANTY: If that motion is lost, then we can make another motion if 
you're referring to reject the whole report. That's proper after this motion, 
but not at the same time. 

MR. DIXON: Let me see if I can gather a few thoughts with regards to the main 
motion to speak on. My feelings are getting stronger by the minute with regards 
to this whole matter. If we are ever going to give true representation to our 
cons~ituents, I believe now is the time. It has been said that once this goes 
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on it, a very small percentage of the voters are really going to vote on it. 
The Charter is a very broad thing in scope . It covers the entire government of 
the City, and the majority of the people just simply don't know anything about 
the Charter and never have a chance to read it or really to get into it. 
When we talk about the Charter and the interest of the people, we're talking 
about a very small bunch of people in the whole City of Stamford. Those people 
that go to the polls to vote, many times in large numbers, really rely on the 
representation that is given them and the direction that is given them by 
their representatives. They rely strongly on the directions that are given by 
their representatives. 

If we approve this Charter as revised by the Charter Revision, then we are 
recommending to the people, in a sense, we are recommending to them that they 
approve our approval . We will be approving it and I think now is the time that 
we ought to truly represent our own personal feelings about this matter. We • 
shouldn't feel one way and hope that the voters when they go to the polls, 
they can express their own thoughts. That will not happen . Many of them will 
rely on the recommendations corning from the Board of Representatives and that 
will be to approve the revised Charter. I just hope we understand it in that 
senSe because that's the way it is and the way it will be. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: Thank you, Mr. Dixon. 

MS. RINALDI: Move the question. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: A motion is made and seconded to move the question 

MRS. GOROIAN: (inaudible) . .. on that list. 

PRESIDENT SANTY : Excuse me, Mrs. Guroian, that remark is out of order. 

MRS. GOROIAN: (inaudible~ ..• out of order •. • I'd like an answer. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: We have one other first-time speaker. We have one second-time 
speaker and two third-time speakers and the motion on the Floor is to move the 
question. 

MRS . GOROIAN : Several people spoke twice. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: Mrs. Guroian, please, if you don't raise your hand and keep it 
up so Ms. Summerville can see all the speakers, the name does not go on the list. 

MRS.GUROIAN: You, yourself, indicated to me my name was on the .•• 

PRESIDENT SANTY : We are now voting on moving the question . Please use your 
machine. Has everyone voted? It's on moving the question. We need 24 votes. 
The motion has LOST 18 affirmative, 13 negative, none abstaining and 3 not-voting. 

MR. GAIPA: I'll pass, Madam Chairman. I wanted to move the question. 

MRS. GOROIAN: Madam Chairman, because you asked me, "please" I will not speak 
at this time . I really strongly make reference to the fact that not only did I 
raise my hand . .• you nodded your head, people spoke twice and three times, my 
name was never on the list, and if you actually do not want me to speak, I will 
not speak . Thank you. 
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MR. CONTI: Thank you. In trying to put this thing across, maybe my choice of 
words before weren't correct in rejecting the rejection, but there is another 
way of getting around this, and the Charter Revision has deleted what we 
recommended to them so, in part, we can change the amendment to read, that 
we reject the deletions that the Charter Revision has made. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: Repeat your motion, Mr. Conti. 

MR. CONTI: I would like to amend the motion to reject the deletions that the 
Charter Revision Commission has made of the recommendations of the Board of 
Representatives. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: Would you be specific? What deletions are you talking about? 
What are you referring to? 

MR. CONTI: All the deletions. That would be the easiest way to put it. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: Mr. Conti has the Floor . 

MR. CONTI: I would say all the deletions. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: Just give them to me. Is there a list that we can go by? 

MR. CONTI: We did have a portion that they accepted. I say we accept those, but 
the portions that they deleted, namely, the size of the .•. what I'm trying to get 
back in here is the size of the Board and the Board of Finance. And, by rejecting 
their deletions, we can do this, and I believe the motion is in order because it 
is rejecting part of their recommendation. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: Mr. Conti, I want you to be specific. I want you to make the 
motion to delete what sections of their final report? That's what I want in the 
motion. I want my Parliamentarians to confer on this. 

MR. HOGAN: Madam Chairman, if I may possibly shed some light on this, we did 
have a motion earlier in the evening to reject that portion of the report from 
the Charter Revision Commission referring to the reduction in the membership of 
this Board. That motion was defeated. Roberts' Rules of Order state that no 
main motion which presents substantially the same question as the motion previously 
rejected at the same session, may not be introduced. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: Thank you, Mr. Hogan. 

MR. CONTI: But that would be in part, and I am asking for a rejection of all 
the deletions that they made. It includes the size of the Board. 

MR. HOGAN: It cannot include the size of the Board. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: The Chair would agree with the Parliamentarian that you could not 
include that section because it's already been defeated. 
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MRS. GUROIAN: '-Madam Chairman, .point of order. I disagree with the Parliamentarian. 
The motion that was made and passed was an amendment to a main motion. It was 
not the main motion at all. So, he better look through and find out the real 
reason why it's out of order . 

MR. CONTI: We're talking about amendments . 

PRESIDENT SANTY: 
be specific . 

Mr. Conti, I wish you would repeat your motion again, please, 

MR. CONTI: It is not a motion. It is an amendment to the motion. We still 
have a main motion on the Floor and I can't do that except by amendment. 
I would like to reject the deletions that the Charter Revision Board has made 
that were recommended by the Board of Representatives. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: I'm still in doubt, Mr . Conti, and the Chair would rule that 
I still say that motion is out of order. Mr. Donahue, as Parliamentarian, you 
may speak. 

MR. DONAHUE: Le-t me see if I can clear something up a little. Maybe I can; 
maybe I can't. What is. before us tonight is not the Charter of the City of Stam~ 
ford. It is the draft for a new Charter or suggested changes which comes from the 
Charter Revision Commission. We cannot add to that report. This Board had an 
opportunity to make suggestions of what it would like to see in that draft . 
Some were accepted; some were rejected. Tonight, all that you can do is either 
accept that report in total or reject either in whole or in part. You are, 
in fact, trying to add these recommendations that this Board made which were not 
accepted by the Charter Revision Commission. That is out of order. It is the 
same thing as rejecting the rejection. I hope that clears it up. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: Mr . Conti, the Chair nas to agree with Mr. Donahue as Assistant 
Parliamentarian. There's only three actions we can take tonight. The motion on 
the Floor ; if you want to amend that motion to delete a section, but you cannot 
delete the deletions that are not before us. You are going to have to be more 
specific or I can't entertain that motion. You want to think about it and we'll 
go on to the next speaker and come back. To speak for the third time is 
Mr. Wider. 

MR. WIDER: Thank you, Madam Chairman. I intentionally voted against moving 
the question so I could hear what most of the people said. The more the people 
talk, the mOre I feel like we have a collar around our necks. The more the 
people talk, the more it feels that we appointed a Commission that did a lot 
o£ work, put a collar around our necks. We have a Charter that is coming up that 
we can't do anything about changing at the last moment . I'm really asking that 
this whole thing be deleted, be defeated and sent back; sent back to them so 
they can put some of the things that the people want in there. Thank you . 

PRESIDENT SANTY : Mr. Wider, their report is finished. 
They are out of existence. We cannot send it anywhere. 
final action . 

MR. WIDER: Let's reject it. Thank you. 

Their job is completed. 
It's before us for 

PRESIDENT SANTY : You can speak against the main motion, but you can't put that 
motion in until after this one is disposed of. Thank you, Mr. Wider. 
To speak for the third time is Mr. Zelinski . 
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MR. ZELINSKI: Thank you, Madam President. I think Rep. Dixon raised a very 
interesting and very good point. If we vote this evening to recommend at 
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some time in the future, that these changes go on the ballot for the consider- ( 
ation of the public, I believe the public is going to get the impression that 
we are in favor of these changes. I also feel that the Charter Revision 
Commission, through its Co-Chairmen and some of its members, have expressed 
strong feelings that they want this to be voted on by the public and as such, 
because of the work they put in, I can't say that I fault them there. They 
did put a lot of time in. However, I think they will work very hard to get 
this across to the public. I also feel that possibly, the local newspaper 
because of some feelings expressed in editorials that they are in favor 
of reducing this Board of Representatives, will go all out and wage a very 
strong campaign to give the public the impression that this is what they should 
have. 

I would also like to remind my colleagues that in almost every election that 
is held locally, in almost every district, if not, every district, the most 
votes received by any member running for office are those votes given people 
who are running for the Board of Representatives. That makes me feel that there 
is strong feeling by the public that they do desire a 40 member Board of Represent­
atives, and I feel that if it does go on the ballot, certain interest groups, 
the news media, other groups will twist this around and make it seem where it's 
something where it's really not. Again, I think the point has been mad~ which 
is crucia~ how are these particular recommendations going to go on the ballot. 
There are several officeS that the public has to vote for and it's usually at 
the end of the line, these particular amendments or down on another line, 
and it might be very confusing to the general public if they, indeed, want to 
keep a 40 member Board, may be forced to vote against it because of some other 
recommendations they may be in favor of. I feel that this thing has been changed 
around 360 degrees to make it seem that if we do not vote tonight to put this 
on the ballot, that those who voted against it are against the public, and I 
think this is very false and misleading and I thoroughly resent it. Thank you, 
Madam President. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: Thank you, Mr. Zelinski. To speak for the first time, Mr. Flounders. 

MR. FLOUNDERS: Thank you, Madam President . I admit without shame that I am 
thoroughly confused, and I really would like to understand what's going on . It 
seems to me, maybe I'm wron9, it seems to me that we are going around and around 
in circles and getting nowhere. 

At the risk of being redundant because I know, Madam President, you've said it 
about eight times since live been here, we can do what; we can acc.ept the 
Commission's recommendation in whole or in part, correct? 

PRESIDENT SANTY: Yes, we can accept it in whole, reject it in whole or reject 
it in part. 

MR. FLOUNDERS: O.K. Now, what is their recommendation? 

PRESIDENT SANTY: Their recommendation is the motion made by Mr. Roos, the final 
draft that we received with sections that they approved because we recommended 
it to them, Mr. Flounders. 

MR. FLOUNDERS:· Yes. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: We have their final draft dated May 10th. If that draft ... 
c 

" 
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c=) PRESIDENT SANTY: No, the whole draft they approved. 

c=) 

MR. FLOUNDERS: Yes. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: With just the sections on the July 5th letter that we asked 
that they put in there. We asked for many recommendations but these are the 
ones, in their wisdom, chose to put in their final draft. 

MR. FLOUNDERS: Are they the only ones we can vote on? 

PRESIDENT SANTY: Yes, it is. That's all we can vote on. We cannot add any 
tonight. 

MR. FLOUNDERS: I'm not talking about adding anything. Their report, if we're 
here to either accept or reject in whole or in part their report, their report 
is the sum total of all of its parts, some of which had been rejected, some of 
which had been accepted by us. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: That's right. What they. sent back to us is what we are acting 
on tonight which is the final draft, the whole complete draft dated May lOth. 
This is the document that we are saying we approve. We can take this document 
and we can approve the whole thing with the additions, we can reject the whole 
document or we can take sections and reject certain sections. That's all. 
Just certain sections. We cannot add anything. We cannot add anything that we 
recommended in June that they left out. That action we cannot take. The action 
we will do here tonight is put this on the ballot for the voters to decide. 
We are approving a document to go on the ballot. We decide when it goes on the 
ballot. We decide how it goes on the ballot, but that's all we can do with this 
document. This document, reject the whole thing, approve the whole thing or we 
take certain sections and reject them. If we reject them, we cannot add anything 
else. There was one motion on the Floor defeated, Mr. Zelinski's where he asked 
to take out the 25 members of the Board of Representatives. Obviously, that would 
have left the 40 in there because he wanted that section. That was defeated. 

We can still accept motions. The Chair can accept motions to delete any part of 
this, but that "s all. 

MR. FLOUNDERS: Thank you. I understand now somewhat but let me just, may I ask 
you something else? 

PRESIDENT SANTY: Of course. 

MR. FLOUNDERS: If we accept the whole thing and you say we can, correct, Madam 
President? 

PRESIDENT SANTY: Yes, Mr. Flounders. 

MR. FLOUNDERS: If we accept the whole thing, we accept, included 
accepting, is there a decision to reject what we had recommended? 
the whole thing, we're accepting that which they feel the Charter 

PRESIDENT SANTY: Yes, Mr. Flounders. Right. 

in what we are 
If we accept 

should contain? 
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we disagree with that, O.K, or we can reject everything which means that we 
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can reject not only what we agree with but what we disagree with if you C 
understand what I'm saying, but we had previously suggested be reinstated, we 
can only reject tonight if we reject the entire Charter. In effect, if we reject 
the entire recommendation, we're rejecting what we would like to reject in piece­
meal. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: Right. 

MR. FLOUNDER.S: And that's the only way we could do it. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: Right, except that if we reject some of their recommendations, 
we still have the original Charter in effect, but what we are doing tonight is 
you can only reject part of what they recommended. We cannot add anything. 

MR. FLOUNDERS: This matter of adding is what's really confusing me because we 
are not adding anything. What we had previously rejected is the detail, it 
doesn't really matter. What we're addressing is what they have given us as a 
recommendation some of which we have never touched; some of which we had suggestions 
on. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: That's right, Mr. Flounders. 

MR. FLOUNDERS: The only way we can get rid of the stuff that we would like to 
get rid of, since we can't do it piecemeal, we have to reject the whole Charter. 
That's all we can do. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: That's action you can take, but, no, you can reject parts of 
what they sent to us. 

MR. FRANCHINA : Point of information, please. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: Mr. Flounders, we can reject as Mr. Zelinski made a motion to 
delete a section that they sent to us. We can still do that. You can go in 
other sections that they sent down to us, and make a motion to delete that section. 
To take it out because we don't approve of it. You can still do that. You 
can go through this Charter and if there is a section that you don't approve 
that they sent to us and say, "I'll make a motion to delete that part of this 
report a It 

"MR. FLOUNDERS: Well, if I don't agree with the section with the deletion they 
made, specifically on the Board of Finance, I can't do that because I was told 
earlier that I am then rejecting . •. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: No, no, Mr. Flounders. You can make a motion on a section to 
delete that section. You certainly can. You can make a motion to delete anything 
that they sent in part; of course, you can make that motion as Mr. Zelinski made 
the motion to delete that section. That's a proper motion before the Floor. 

MR. FRANCHINA: Point of information, please. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: Yes. 

o 

c 



o 

o 

23. MINUTES OF SPECIAL'~ETING TO CONSIDE~DRAFT OF PROPOSED CHARTER 
WEDNESDAY, JULY 13, 1983 

MR. FRAN~HINA: What would happen, Madam President, just to take up on 
Flounder's point, any part that we rejected? I'm not talking about in 
but I'm talking about any particular section or part that we rejected. 
would happen to that if we voted upon it and it passed to be rejected? 

PRESIDENT SANTY: Then it would be rejected from their final report. 

MR. FRANCHINA: And what would happen? 

Mr. 
total, 
What 

PRESIDENT SANTY: It would be rejected and go back to the original Charter. 

MR. FRANCHINA: Exactly, that's what Mr. Conti was saying. 

23. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: No, no, it was not, Mr. Franchina, but the option is that there 
are 45 days for citizens to go out and get 10\ of the voters to put it on the 
ballot if they don't like what we did, but the motion before us is to accept 
the entire report to be placed on a ballot when we decide when it goes on the 
ballot. To speak for the second time, Mr. Roos. 

MR. RODS: I just want to clarify one thing, We reject the report in part and 
+ th±nk yqu','Ve cleared it up in my mind. I can, for instance, go to section 1-80-6. 
Election of Board of Finance and reject that, right? 

PRESIDENT SANTY: Yes. Make a motion to that effect. 

MR. RODS: Now we have all these different items that we have recommended and 
that were not accepted: now,it's possible for us to mention these items individually, 
right? And reject them. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: We can reject anything in part that they sent to us, certainly. 

MR. ROOS: So, then what Mr. Conti has suggested, all he lacks is the numbers. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: That's not what Mr. Conti .•. Mr. Conti did not make that. He 
said to reject the rejections that we sent up to there and they didn't approve. 

MR. RODS: He just specified them as rejections but if he gives them numbers of 
those rejections, .that is a rejectione 

PRESIDENT SANTY: He can make a motion to reject ... 

MR. ROOS: That's a partial rejection, yes. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: Right. 

MS. SUMMERVILLE: Point of information. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: Yes, Ms. Summerville. 

MS. SUMMERVILLE: Through you to the Parliamentarian or maybe you can answer the 
question. It seems as if we are going on and on, second and third time. It 
is kind of unique. We have not done this in the past. Is there anywhere in 
the Rules where it says that we cannot speak 25 times tonight? 

PRESIDENT SANTY: No, that's a ruling that the Chair ..• 

MS. SUMMERVILLE: Are we going to have to carryon in this manner? 
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PRESIDENT SANTY: It's very interesting because we have just a couple of third 
time speakers and a couple of second time speakers as many have not spoken 
for the first time, but these are the people that only want to speak. 

I just want to remind you the motion on the Floor is to accept the report. 
We have to be addressing that motion; to accept the report. That's the motion 
on the Floor. It can be amended to delete certain sections if you so choose, but 
that's the motion on the Floor. We shouldn't be discussing anything else but the 
main motion. 

MRS. MAIHOCK: Point of information. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: I think what's happening here is our Point of informations 
are giving you the opportunity to speak. I'm going to have to go with the "list. 

MRS. MAIHOCK: I just want to ask you a Point of information. When you use the 
word "accept," I think that's what troubles a lot of people because they have 
mentioned that before. They don't want the voting public to understand it in 
that fashion that we accept it. Is there some other wording that we might use? 

PRESIDENT SANTY: Mrs. Maihock, I think by expressing your remarks to the motion, 
I'm sure the listening public and I'm sure your constituents will know that you're 
opposed to it. When you speak, you can say, "We are accepting this to go on the 
ballot only," as Mr. Boccuzzi clearly stated as one of the Reps, I want it to go 
on the ballot although I disagree with it. I think this is information enough, 
but the motion has to be in a positive vain. 

For a year and a half we have sat here and every motion has to be brought forth 
in a positive manner, and that's how the motion is made. It doesn't necessarily 
mean that you agree with it, but when you are called on to speak, this is when 
you express your views and this is what should be pertaining to the main motion. 
We're way off the main motion now and that's what we have to be addressing. 

Mr. Roos brought it forth as Co-Chairperso~ to bring it on the Floor of the 
Board. We should be addressing that, and you can very clearly state and it 
just stays in my mind because maybe John is sitting in front of me, what he 
said. He said I want it to go on the ballot but I disagree with it. I'm going 
to work against it, and this clearly states it. It doesn't necessarily mean ... 
this is what we're addressing now. It is now 9 o'clock and we have just second 
time and third time speakers. The issue is to accept the report of the Charter 
Revision Commission to be placed on the ballot. We need 21 votes for any action 
taken on the Charter. Next for the second time speaker, Mr. Boccuzzi. 

MR. BOCCUZZI: Madam President, I'd like to move the question. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: A motion has been made and seconded to move the question. All 
in favor of moving the question, please use your machine. Has everyone voted? 
Please vote. The motion to move the question has PASSED 24 affirmative, 8 
negative and 2 not-voting. 

We are now voting on the main motion, and you all know what the main motion is. 
The main motion is to accept the final draft of the Charter Revision Commission 
with the recommendations as listed in the July 5th letter. It needs 21 votes 
to pass. Has everyone voted? I will give you plenty of time to think about it. 

o 

o 

Is everyone present on the Floor? Anyone not present? Everyone is out? The C 
motion PASSED 21 affirmative, 13 negative, none abstaining and none not-voting. 

We have accepted the final draft of the Charter Revision Commission. 
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PRESIDENT SANTY: We have two other things .we can do this evening Or we can 
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delay it. We can pick the time of the election and we have to decide how it goes 
on the ballot. 

MR. BOCCUZZI: Madam President, I make a motion that we take no action on those 
two items until a further date. I think probably the Charter Revision committee .. 
or someone you appoint, should sit down and work something out and present it to 
the Board and then we can kick it around,. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: I don't even think that needs a motion because there is no 
motion on the Floor to do any action. We don't need that. I will put it in the 
Charter Revision Committee Agenda. It will go on the Steering Committee for 
our August meeting, and then they can decide what they want to do with it. 

MR. BONNER: I guess this is a point in question. Could we add the word that 
we accept for the ballot or we accept for installing on the ballot ••. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: It's too late , Mr . Bonner. The motion passed. 

MR. WIDER: I move for adjournment of this meeting to take up the balance of the 
Agenda for tonight. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: A motion has been made to adjourn this meeting. Seconded. 
All in favor of adjourning, please say aye. Opposed? 

ADJOURNMENT: 9:05 P.M. (The Adjourned from July 11, 1983 was 
called to order at 9:15 P.M. to finish 

o By 
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