








































































c 

o 

c 

37. MINUTES OF REGULAR BOARD MEETING MONDAY. APRIL 4. 1983 

LEGISLATIVE AND RULES COMMITTEE 

(1) 

HELD IN COMMITTEE 

(2) 

HOUSING DEVELOPMENT. 
± $6,000.00. 

HELD IN COMMITTEE 

"" Co-Chairmen John Zeli,nski and /!,nt;hQny Conti 

A TAX CREDIT 

/83. 

37. 

(3) FOR FINAL ADOPTION - PROPOSED ORDINANCE SUPPLEMENTAL AMENDING ORD. H449 
"TAX RELIEF FOR THE ELDERLY" - Revision per State Statute. Letter 5/14/82. 
Also May 4th memo from Rep. DeLuca on Ord. 449 which expired 5/15/82 per 
Deputy Tax Assessor Edward Faski. Held in Committee through Steering 
10/18/82. 7/26/82 letter from Wm. Hennessey, Esq., Law Dept. Also Rep. 
John Zelinski's submission. Held 12/6, 12/27/82, 1/24 and 3/7/83. 
Approved for Publication 3/7/83. 

(start of tape) 
PRESIDENT SANTY: Please vote using your machine. We're voting on final adoption 
of proposed ordinance supplemental amending ordinance H449, Tax Relief for the 
Elderly. If you are in favor, please vote yes. If you are not, vote no. 
Has everyone voted? Final adoption of H3 under L&R. The Ordinance has been 
ADOPTED 34 affirmative, 0 negative, 0 abstention, and 2 not-voting. 

MR. ZELINSKI: Thank you, Madam President. Just for the record, again, the second 
meeting which L&R had which was the vote on that last item, was this evening at 
7:15 in the Main room, and for the record, present were Reps. Zelinski, Bonner, 
Saxe, McInerney, Dudley, Donahue, Maihock and Owens. 

(4) FOR PUBLICATION - PROPOSED ORDINANCE SUPPLEMENTAL - request 1/6/83 from 
Rep. McInerney that "All industries and businesses located within the 
City of Stamford be required to file a list of hazardous materials and 
substances used within their operations on a daily basis, or stored within 
their premises with the local Fire Department. Also submitted by Rep. 
Audrey Maihock. Held 1/24 and 2/22/83. 

HELD IN COMMITTEE 

MR. ZELINSKI: Item H4 is being held by the Committee. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: 4 is being held. 

(5) FOR PUBLICATION - PROPOSED ORDINANCE SUPPLEMENTAL (text to be submitted) 
Concerning Public Act H82-3l8 (effective the assessment year commencing 
October 1, 1982 and thereafter) which is enabling legislation which may 
grant additional property tax exemption to veterans if qualified under 
certain income requirements and disability as specified. Memo from 
Edward Faski, Acting Tax Assessor 1/23/83. Held in Steering 2/22/83. 
Also memo of submission from Rep. Sandra Goldstein 3/16/83. 

HELD IN COMMITTEE 



38. MINUTES OF REGULAR BOARD MEETING MONDAY, APRIL 4, 1983 

LEGISLATIVE AND RULES COMMITTEE; (Continued) 

MR. ZELINSKI: Item us is being held by the Committee, Madam Chairman. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: 5 is being held. 

38 . 

(6) PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO RULES OF ORDER OF THE 17m BOARD OF REPRESENTATIVES -
submitted by Rep. Gershman 3/12/83. (Two-thirds vote of those present 
needed for passage.) 

Page 9: MISCELLANEOUS 

"2. No documents, budgets or other material pertinent to an Item on the 
Agenda of a Board meeting shall be considered if received by the Board 
members less than 48 hours before said meeting, unless such material is 
requested by a Committee Chairperson, and the members of that Committee 
and/or the Board as a whole are alerted to expect to receive such material." 

MR. ZELINSKI: The Committee vote was 4 in favor, 3 against, and 1 abstention. 
The Committee vote was affirmative, and I would so Move. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: Is there a Second to that Motion? There is a Second to that 
Motion. We are now on #6 under L&R, proposed amendment to Rules of Order as 
presented on the Agenda. 

MR. ZELINSKI: Thank you, Madam President. I would like to mention at this time, 
that I did vote against this particular change in our Rules of Order, and I would 
urge my colleagues to do also. First of all from a practical standpoint, to say 
that we cannot discuss or take into consideration not only items that are left 
at our Board office, your desk, less than 48 hours, but that would also preclude 
getting any information from the constituent who might have vital information on 
a topic coming before us, and als~ I think it's even unconstitutional to say 
that we cannot take into consideration something that was left less than 48 hours, 
could not be considered. It can't be enforc~ble, and I think unfortunately, it 
just would not be workable, and I urge my cO\leagues to please defeat this. 
Thank you. 

PRESIDENT SANTY; Thank you, Mr. Zelinski. 

MR. DONAHUE; Madam President, when each of us runs for the Board of Representatives, 
we take-on a responsibility, and part of that responsibility is to be accessible 
to the public that we represent. Very often, information comes into us at the 
last moment, but very often, that information is critical to one issue or another. 
It would be irresponsible of us to not allow the public, even the last minute 
information that they may try to grant us, and ultimately, it should be each 
of our decisions what we will consider on a vote; what we will not consider on a 
vote. No rule of the Board should preclude or prohibit anything along those lines. 
I would further add such a rule change would be unenforceable. Thank you. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: Thank you, Mr. Donahue. 

MR. BOCCUZZI: Move the question. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: A Motion has been made and Seconded to Move the question. All 
in favor of Moving the question, please say aye. Opposed? We're going to Move 
the question. The question is on #6 under L&R, proposed amendment to the Rules of 
Order of our own Board. Please use your machine. If you are in favor of the 
change, vote yes. If you are opposed to the change, vote no. 25 votes are 
required. 

( 
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39. MINUTES OF REGULAR BOARD MEETING MONDAY, APRIL 4, 1983 

LEGISLATIVE AND RULES COMMITTEE: (Continued) 

39. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: (continuing) Has everyone voted? The amendment to our Rules 
~ of Order is DEFEATED 5 affirmative, 29 negative, 3 abstaining, and 2 not-voting. 

( 
, 
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(7) "ACCESS EASEMENT AND MAINTENANCE AGREEMENT" submitted by Mayor Louis A. Clapes 
2/14/83 - between the City of Stamford and Holiday Inns, Inc., to provide 
ingress and egress to Holiday Inn site across parkland, in exchange for 
park improvements not to exceed $25,000 and park maintenance not to exceed 
$2,000 per year, to be provided by Holiday Inns, Inc. Planning Board 2/9/83 
approved. 

HELD . IN COMUITTEE 

MR. ZELINSKI: The last item, item #7, is being held. 
had the opportunity to look-over the agreement, and so 
That concludes my report. Thank you. 

The Park Commission hasn't 
we're holding this also. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: Thank you, Mr. Zelinski. Item #7 is being held. 

PLANNING AND ZONING COMMITTEE - Chairman Donald Donahue 

(1) SALE OF CITY-OWNED PROPERTY - List received from Planning Board 9/20/82 with 
recommendations from them. Board of Finance to send their receommendations. 
Held 11/8/82 through 2/22/83. 

HELD IN COMMITTEE 

MR. DONAHUE: No report, Madam President. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: No report. Is that item being held? 

~m. DONAHUE: Yes. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: No report. 

PERSONNEL COMMITTEE - Chairman Philip Stork 

PRESIDENT SANTY: Mr. Stork is not here. Mr. Dudley, the brand-new Vice-Chairman 
of that Committee, please give the report. 

MR. DUDLEY: As I said earlier, the meeting was held on Wednesday, March 30, at 
8 o'clock. 

(1) REQUEST FROM REP. BETTIE GERSHMAN FOR: INVESTIGATION INTO THE FEASIBILITY 
OF FREEZING THE ENTRANCE OF ALL EMPLOYEES CURRENTLY EMPLOYED IN ANY CAPACITY 
BY THE CITY INTO THE CITY PENSION FUND AND MEDICAL BENEFITS, UNLESS SUCH 
EMPLOYEES ARE NEW EMPLOYEES AND QUALIFY FOR ENTRANCE. The freeze would be 
in effect until guidelines are agreed upon to allow or disallow entrance 
into plan and benefits. Rep. Gershman's letter of 10/13/82; also Rep. 
Stork's letter 11/15/82. Held 11/8, 12/6/82, 1/10/83, 2/9/83, 3/7/83. 

HELD IN COMMITTEE 



40. MINUTES OF REGULAR BOARD MEETING MONDAY, APRIL 4, . 1983 

PERSONNEL COMMITTEE; (Continued) 

(2) FOR FINAL ADOPTION - PROPOSED ORDINANCE SUl'PLEMENTAL CONCERNING PENSIONS 
FOR REGISTRARS OF VOTERS - pursuant to Section 40 of the City Charter. 
Submitted by Rep. Barbara McInerney 11/16/82. Held 12/6/82. Approved 
for publication 1/10/83. Held 2/9/83. Approved for republication and 
public hearing at 3/7/83 meeting. 

TAKEN-UP UNDER SUSPENSION OF THE RULES: SEE PAGE 34. (APPROVED 30 yes, 5 no, 
3 abstentions, and 2 non-votes) 

(3) PROPOSED RESOLUTION FROM BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE CLASSIFIED EMPLOYEES' 
RETIREMENT FUND 1/13/83, for Cost-of-Living adjustments to pensions of 
retirees. Returned to Committee 2/9/83. Held 3/7/83. 

HELD IN COMMITTEE 

MR. DUDLEY: Held 5 to O. 

(4) PROCEDURES USED FOR THE AUTHORIZATION OF GAS ALLOTMENTS - submitted by 
Rep. John Boccuzzi 12/13/82; also UNAUTHORIZED CITY GASOLINE USAGE AND 
WHO IS ELIGIBLE FOR GASOLINE RATION CARDS - submitted by City Rep. John 
Zelinski 12/13/82; which mentions gas issued to Acting Superintendent of 
Sanitation and two Clerks of the Work. Held in Committee 1/10/83, 1/24 
and 2/22/83. 

HELD IN COMMITTEE 

40. 

MR. DUDLEY: This is held pending a Public Works possibility of an investigation. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: #1, 3, and 4 are so far being held. 

(5) PROPOSED RESOLUTION FOR THE ADJUSTMENT OF GROUl' LIFE INSURANCE COVERAGE TO 
THE LOWEST THOUSAND OF SALARY FOR THE PAID ELECTED AND APPOINTED CITY 
OFFICIALS - per letter 3/10/83. 

MR. DUDLEY: This was passed 5 in favor and none opposed and I so Move. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: It was passed by what vote, Mr. Dudley? 

MR. DUDLEY: 5 to O. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: 5 to 0 and you so Move? Is there a Second to that Motion? 
Seconded. 

MR. ZELINSKI: Thank you, Madam President. Through you to Rep, Dudley, in his 
capacity of Acting-Chairman, I do have the resolution in front of me, and one 
question that concerns me is there is no mentionin the resolution, the amount 
of insurance for each one of the, I guess nine or ten, people that this is going 
to affect. Would you have any idea what the dollar amount is? 

MR. DUDLEY: Mr. Zelinski, being unprepared as I was tonight, and not knowing that 
I would be giving the report, I don't have that information with me. 

MR. ZELINSKI: In that case, Madam President, I would ... 

( 
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41. MINUTES OF REGULAR BOARD MEETING MONDAY, APRIL 4, 1983 

PERSONNEL COMMITTEE: (Continued) 

41. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: Mr. Dudley was not aware he would be giving the report tonight. 
I was under the impression that Mr. Stork would be here later. Is there anyone 
on Personnel who could give ••• Mr, Gaipa, you were at the meeting. Can you shed 
any light on liS? 

MR. GAIPA: What is the question? 

MR. ZELINSKI: What is the dollar amount for each one of the categories that is 
affected here as far as the increase? 

MR. GAIPA: You mean how much insurance they will have? 

MR. ZELINSKI: 

MR. GAIPA: If 
find out what 
I don't know. 

MR. ZELINSKI: 

Each one, yes. 

you look in the annual budget or the annual report, you would 
the various people are making in salaries, that's their insurance. 
That did not come-up at all in our meeting. 

Madam President. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: Yes, Mr. Zelinski. 

MR. ZELINSKI: I think that actually a resolution of this kind should incorporate 
the amount of coverage here and being it doesn't, I would Move that we send this 
back to Committee until we get that and I so Move. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: Mr. Zelinski has made a Motion to send this back to Committee. 
It's been Seconded. Several Seconds. We are now speaking to sending this item 
back to Committee. Any speakers on sending this back to Committee? 

MRS. CONTI: Yes, I'm highly in favor of sending this back to Committee. I think 
it's very vague the information that we have. I'm also very surprised. I would 
like to know how long we have been paying insurance for elected officials. 
Thank you. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: Thank ,you. We are now speaking to sending this back to Committee. 

MR. RYBNICK: Move the question. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: The Motion has been made to Move the question, The question is 
on returning this back to Personnel Committee. All in favor of Moving the question, 
please say aye. No votes, please raise your hands. Not sufficient. 

MR. JACHIMCZYK: I don't think that we should send this back to Committee. I was 
at that meeting, and the way I understood it to be, the cost associated with this, 
we all got that information, is going to be like $200 this year and $800 next year, 
and I really think it's superfluous as what the total insurance coverage is. I 
think, right now, they are only covered up to $10,000, and what this would do is 
raise it to the lowest thousand. So, if the Mayor is making $45,200 dollars, 
he would be covered for $45,000 which, I think, most businesses and we are supposed 
to run our City like a business, they insure their people up to the lowest thousandth 
also. I would be opposed to sending this back because I think it would just be a 
waste of time. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: Thank you, Mr. Jachimczyk. 
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PERSONNEL COMMITTEE: (Continued) 

42. 

MR. ZELINSKI: I partially agree with Rep. Jachimczyk: however, in a corporation, 
the corporation hires employees. I would like to point-out that these are elected ( 
and appointed officials; people that are being paid by the taxpayers as far as 
their salaries and they are non-employees of the City, and I am also surprised 
that they are even covered for the insurance, and I really feel that this should 
be sent back so we can have a dollar amount as far as what they are getting now, 
and also, what they would be getting in the future if there is a stipulation 
that they will have an annual increase because then we're not only talking about 
only $220 between April and June or $883 next year, but this is when your term 
insurance increases as each individual gets older. We could be talking about 
thousands of dollars in the near future, and I hope this goes back to Committee. 
Thank you. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: We are now speaking to the Motion to return this to Committee. 
Being no further speakers, we'll use a machine vote. All in favor of returning 
this back to Committee, vote yes. If you're opposed, vote no. Has everyone voted? 
The Motion to return to Committee is DEFEATED by a tie-vote 17 affirmative, 
17 negative, 0 abstaining, and 2 not-voting. 

We are now going back to the original Motion. Mr. Stork has just arrived. 
We now have 38 members present. Mr. Stork, we are on item US under your Committee; 
proposed resolution for the adjustment of group life insurance. We just defeated 
a Hotion to send this back to Committee. I'll give you a couple of minutes to 
get your papers together. Mr. Dudley has done a fine job giving your report. 
Maybe you have something else to shed on the light of this item US, under your 
Committee. The Motion was defeated by a tie-vote 17 - 17, Mr. Wider, to send 
back to Committee. We are now back to the original Motion. 

MR. STORK: The Motion was defeated to return to Committee. What is the original 
Motion then? 

PRESIDENT SANTY: US on your Agenda. 

MR. STORK: It was held. That's all I can tell you about it. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: Mr. Dudley gave the Committee report that it was passed S - O. 

MR. STORK: I beg your pardon. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: We'll let you catch your breath. Do you want to give your 
report? Do you have anything further to add to what Mr. Dudley added? 

MR. STORK: No, I'm sure he did a fine job. 

MR. DUDLEY: The only thing I would like to find out is maybe he can answer some 
of the questions that came-up already. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: Ur. Zelinski was interested in the dollar amount. Can you give 
the dollar amounts, Mr. Stork? 

MR. GAIPA: While Mr. Stork is perusing his papers, I wonder if I could give a 

c 

little discusson on the subject of insurance. Mr. Zelinski made a wild statement C 
saying that term insurance is going to be costing the City thousands of dollars 
more as these people go up in salary. We're talking about a half-dozen people 
here, and I challenge such a statement. 
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43. MINUTES OF REGULAR BOARD MEETING MONDAY, APRIL 4, 1983 

PERSONNEL COMMITTEE: (Continued) 

MR. GAIPA: (continuing) The principal factor here which gave rise to this 
resolution is the fact that these people, this handful of people, are the only 
ones in the entire City whose insurance has not been adjusted since 1972. 
Everybody else, classified, unclassified, and what have you, is covered by 
insurance based on their salary except these half-dozen people. It seems 
like an equitable and just thing to do to bring these people in with everybody 
else in the City. It's 1 whether they're elected or not. They are 

43. 

working for the City of Stamford. They are covered under the City of Stamford's 
other plans and benefits in terms f group life insurance, and so put them on 
the same basis that everybody else is on. That was merely the purpose of the 
resolution. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: Thank you, Mr. Gaipa. Mr. Stork, do you have anything on this 
item on your Agenda? 

MR. STORK: The question was cost? 

PRESIDENT SANTY: Yes. 

MR. STORK: The amount of insurance would be to the lowest thousand of their 
annual salary. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: Thank you, Mr. Stork. 

MR. WIEDERLIGHT: Thank you. In reference to the increase in cost, let us point­
out that with term insurance, if the benefit remains the same, Mr. Gaipa, the 
premium goes up as the age of the individual increases. Maybe Mr. Zelinski was 
a little bit over-zealous in saying it would be thousands of dollars, but it is 
a fact that with term insurance, if the benefit remains the same and the age of 
the individual increases, the premium goes up. How much it goes up depends upon 
the death benefit they will receive and their age. 

It's customary to give one time life or two times life. It depends upon the 
corporation. Some corporations pay their factory workers $5,000 in life insurance 
benefits and $10,000 for their weekly salary people. Some pay them one times 
their annual salary. It depends upon the corporation. There's no standard in 
any industry. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: Thank you, Mr. Wiederlight. 

MR. STORK: Madam President, I'm told that there is still a question as to the 
actual cost. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: Why don't you give your report on that item. 

MR. STORK: All I would say to the question of what the actual cost of this will be, 
it would take it through the end of this fiscal year plus the next fiscal year. 
It would be $1,103.51. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: Thank you, Mr. Stork. 

MRS. MAIHOCK: Through you, Madam President, to Mr. Gaipa, I'm going to have it 
clarified if this life insurance coverage terminates with the termination of these 
elected and appointed terms~ 
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PERSONNEL COMMITTEE: (Continued) 

MR. GAIPA: Yes. when they cease their association with the City of Stamford. 
their coverage ceases. They do have, I would imagine, a 30-day period to convert ( 
if wanted to into a permanent insurance. 

MR. DeLUCA: I'd like to Move the question. please. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: A Motion has been made and Seconded to Move the question. 
All in favor of Moving the question which is adoption of the proposed resolution 
#5 under Personnel, please say aye. Opposed? We're going to Move the question. 
We're going to Move to a machine vote. If you agree with the resolution and 
you approve final adoption, please vote yes. If you disagree, vote no. Has 
everyone voted? The resolution has been ADOPTED 26 affirmative, 8 negative, 
1 abstention, and 4 not-voting. 

MR. DUDLEY: This concludes the report of the Personnel Committee. 

SPECIAL COMMITTEES 

HOUSE COMMITTEE - Chairman Gerald Rybnick 

(1) REPORT - No report. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: We all have our cards for the new' p~rkl,ng m,achine. No prOblems? 
Mr. Gaipa received his card tonight. 

COLISEUM AUTHORITY LIAISON COMMITTEE - Chairwoman Elizabeth Gershman 

(1) REPORT - No report. c 
LABOR CONTRACTS LIAISON COMMITTEE - Co-Chairpersons John Boccuzzi & Barbara McInerney 

.(1) _ THE MATTER OF UNLIMITED SICK LEAVE for non-union administrators; and the 
matter of necessary adjustments to liberal VACATION LEAVE to be examined 
and considered - submitted by Robert "Gabe" DeLuca 3/15/83. 

HELD IN COMMITTEE 

MRS. McINERNEY: The Committee will be meeting 6:30 this Wednesday with Mr. Barrett 
in the Republican Caucus Room, and we will have a report next month on this item. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: Thank you, Mrs. McInerney. 

PETITIONS - NONE 

( 
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RESOLUTIONS 

;-' (1) SENSE-OF-THE-BOARD RESOLUTION HONORING MR. MILTON SCHIEBEL, 26 Main Street, 
Apt. 9-W, for saving a man's life by rescuing a man from a burning vehicle. 
Submitted by Rep. Annie M. Summerville, 6th District Representative 3/15/83. 

c 

MS. SUMMERVILLE: So Moved. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: A Motion has been made and several Seconds. All in favor of 
this resolution, please say aye. Opposed? PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

ACCEPTANCE OF THE MINUTES 

February 9. 1983 Special Meeting . 

PRESIDENT SANTY: Are there any additions or corrections to the February 9th 
Minutes as received in the mail? 

A Motion has been made and Seconded to accept the February 9th Minutes. All in 
favor, please say aye. Opposed? No opposition. 

March 7, 1983 Regular Meeting 

PRESIDENT SANTY: We have not received March 7th. 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM OTHER BOARDS AND INDIVIDUALS - NONE 

OLD BUSINESS - NONE 

NEW BUSINESS 

(1) INVESTIGATION OF PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT UNDER SECTION 204.2 OF THE CHARTER 
OF THE CITY OF STAMFORD - submitted by Reps. Philip R. Stork (R-15) and 
John J. Hogan, Jr. (D-12). Resolutions submitted also. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: Mr. Stork, do you want to put that in a Motion? 

MR. STORK: We have two resolutionf Madam President. I imagine the proper one to 
begin with would be the one concerning the investigation itself under Section 204.2., 
and I would so Move. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: A Motion has been made and Seconded with a resolution dated 
March 15th concerning the establishment of a Special Investigating Committee under 
provisions of Section 204.2 of the Charter of the City of Stamford to investigate 
the Public Works Department of Stamford, Connecticut; bearing in mind that 27 votes 
are necessary to form this Investigating Committee. Mr. Stork, as maker of the 
Motion, would you like to speak? 

MR. STORK: Yes, I certainly would . From my point-of-view, Madam President, my 
interests in this proposed investigation, specifically, concerns two matters. 
Dl is the matter that was brought to this Board's attention by Mr. Zelinski, and 
concerns the matter of improper use of fuel within the Public Works Department, 
and the second matter concerning the death of Mr. Ray Eagen last December. 
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NEW BUSINESS: (Continued) 

MR. STORK: (continuing) Concerning Mr. Eagen, that is a kind of personal 

46. 

commitment that I made to his family. His wife and his daughter both contacted ( 
me on New Year's Day and said that they were not convinced that all of the truth 
concerning their husband and father's death has been made known. They believe, 
and they have some reasons to believe, and they have convinced me that there may 
have been some reasons that he should not have been where he was at work. 

I asked them a direct question, "Would you like this looked-into by the Board of 
Representatives?" They both $aid, emphatically, "yes, II and that was my promise to them 
that I would do what I could to bring the matter before the Board. That's all I 
have to say at this time, Madam President. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: Thank you, Mr. Stork. We have a long list of speakers. 

MR. BONNER: Over the last period of time, there are several items I have heard. 
One has to do with personnel, treatment of personnel. One has to do with the 
fuel and another one with the safety. 

First of all, on the Personnel, we have a Personnel Department working for the 
City. I would like it asked this question, "First, have we had a report from the 
Personnel Department as to the treatment of personnel in the Public Works Depart­
ment?" May I ask that question of the Chairman? 

PRESIDENT SANTY: Are you asking that question of Mr. Stork? 

MR. BONNER: Yes, Mr. Stork. 

MR. STORK: I would say no to that, but that would certainly be a part of this C 
Committee's work. 

MR. BONNER: It would seem that we should have that report; also, do we have a 
report from OSHA on this accident, Mr. Stork? 

PRESIDENT SANTY: Mr. Stork, . can you answer this question? 

MR. STORK: No, I don't have an OSHA report. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: Since Mr. Hogan is also a co-author of this Motion, ~lr. Hogan 
can you address those questions? 

MR. HOGAN: Just to answer Mr. Bonner; yes, Mr. Bonner, there is an OSHA report 
available. 

MR. BONNER: Is it conclusive as far as you are concerned? 

MR. HOGAN: It's conclusive inasmuch as it addresses only the accident case that 
happened, and does not address other conditions that allegedly exist in the Public 
Works Department. 

MR. BONNER: Thank you. This also is a matter; I'm not acquainted with this 
particular question, but do we have a safety department in the City, and has the 
safety department given a report on this matter? 

( 
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NEW BUSINESS: (Continued) 

PRESIDENT SANTY: Mr. Hogan, Mr. Stork! 

MR. HOGAN: In answer to your question, Mr. Bonner, to my knowledge, the answer 
is no. 

MR. BONNER: No, that we do not have a safety department, and that we do not ••• 

PRESIDENT SANTY: Mrs. Hawe could answer that question. 

MRS. HAWE: I know concerning the safety department, we don't have a safety 
department, and I know that the Commissioner of Public Works is proposing that 
we create a position for a safety officer, but as of now, there is none in the 
City. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: Thank you, Mrs. Hawe. 

MR. BONNER: Before I would be able to vote for or recommend a Special Investigating 
Committee, I would like to hear the report from OSHA and also from the Personnel 
Department who are paid persons to investigate this kind of a program. These are 
professional people. I think we as the Board of Reps should know what their reports 
are before we go off on an investigation committee of our own. Thank you very much, 
Madam Chairman. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: Thank you, Mr. Bonner. 

MR. DUDLEY: Move the question. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: A Motion has been made and Seconded to Move the question. 
There are eight (8) more speakers. The Motion has been made. All in favor of 
Moving the question, please say aye. Opposed? We'll have to use the machine 
because it takes a two-thirds vote. If you are in favor of Moving the question, 
vote yes. If you're against Moving the question, vote no. Has everyone voted? 
We are now voting on Moving the question. The Motion to Move the questions has 
been DEFEATED 21 yes, 17 no, 0 abstaining and 1 not-voting. We'll continue 
with the question. 

MR. DeLUCA: If permissible at this time, I would like to make a Motion to 
have the President set-up a Special Committee to hold an informal inquiry regarding 
problems in the Public Works Department, and at that time, if any irregularities 
occur, then a Special Investigati~Committee should be set-up with subpoena powers. 

tlG 
MR. WIEDERLIGHT: Point of Order. It's out-of-order, Madam President. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: Mr. DeLuca, I have to go along with that. It was a good try, 
Mr. DeLuca, but your Motion was out-of-order. 

MR. WIEDERLIGHT: We're paying attention, Gabe. Thank you, Madam President. 
It's beyond the scope of my imagination why people in this Administration 
specifically, the Mayor and others, have sought to politicize an investigation of the 
Public Works Department. Firstly, the request appears to be a bi-partisian request 
by two very astute colleagues. Secondly, the matters that they have brought forth 
to our attention are indeed serious matters some of which have not yet been addressed 
by anybody. 
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MR. WIEDERLIGHT: (continuing) There is a cloud that hangs above the Public Works 
Department which must be cleared-up. Under normal circumstances, when a cloud is -( 
raised upon an individuaYs integrity, one is generally in favor of an investigation; 
or an inquiry to clear-up their reputation. It is beyond me why there is such a 
negative attitude coming from the Administration for this investigation which would, 
of course, be made up I'm sure of members of both parties; of intelligent objective 
individuals who would only be looking for the facts and certainly not looking to 
politicize something such as this. Thank you. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: Thank you, Mr. l~iederlight. 

MR. HOGAN: Thank you very much, Madam Chairman. I'll be very brief, Madam Chairman, 
that this is simply a request to make use of a method made available to this Body 
by the Charter of the City to Stamford to ascertain the validity of certain 
allegations made concerning a certain City department. 

I will not attempt to go into detail on this item because I am sure that you along 
with my colleagues are all familiar with the contents of the proposal. One thought 
I would like to leave with you is that at no time did either Mr. Stork or myself 
allude to this as being politically motivated. That thought was interjected and 
came from City officials who evidently feel it necessary to use this as a defense 
against the proposed investigation. 

This proposal, if adopted, will give not only the members of this Board who 
are seeking answers to questions the opportunity to ask those questions, but it 
would also give the department involved a platform from which to respond and 
present their side of the story. I am truly sorry that this has become political 
in nature for if this proposal is defeated, then I feel that the only ones who ( 
still have, and who remain with doubts are the- people of Stamford. Thank you 
very much for your time, Madam Chairman. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: Thank you, Mr. Hogan. 

MRS. HAWE: Move the question. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: A Motion has been made and Seconded to Move the question. There 
are five (5) more speakers. All in favor of Moving the question, please say aye. 
Opposed? Nos, please raise your hands. We're going to continue. 

MRS. CONTI: I shouldn't be on the list. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: You are, Mrs. Conti. 

MRS. CONTI: I have nothing to say. I'm just listening. 

MR. BLAIS: Madam Chairman, I was going to Move the question. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: A Motion has been made. Is there a Second to Moving the question? 

MRS. GUROIAN: It's too early. Nothing has happened since the last time it was Moved. 

( 
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MR. BLUM: Mr. Blum is not Moving the question. Mr. Blum wrote a letter to this 
Board in regards to Mr. Raymond Eagen,asking the reasons why Mr. Raymond Eagen 
happened to be in that pOSition at the time of the accident. I'm very much in 
favor of this investigation because truly, the OSHA report on that machinery 
has not really come out. A question in OSHA is, "What were the past OSHA records 
on that particular machine." Those are the questions, and why was Mr. Eagen 
at that machine when he was working on light-duty? I wholeheartedly support this 
investigation so we can find out the facts as to how Mr. Eagen happened to be 
at that point at that time? Thank you. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: Thank you, Mr. Blum. 

MR. BOCCUZZI: I'm in favor of the investigation, Madam President, for many reasons. 
First of all, why is the~e a gag-rule where you cannot talk to any of the department 
heads or workers without going through the Public Works? Is it true that someone 
was asked to change the report on the death of Mr. Eagen? Who authorized or who 
allegedly asked who to change? ~like to know why the Personnel Department first 
objected to the method of appointing a person, and then later on, backed-off from 
his objections that were so strong at first? I'd like to know why two people accused 
of the same crime are both supposed to be gUilty when one gets a slap on the wrist, 
and the other one gets fired? I would like to know if it's true in the Highway 
Department if a person cannot drive a truck, he's transferred to the garbage collection 
If he doesn't want to go, he loses his job. Is that true? 

I would like to know why a department head is disgraced and reduced in his department, 
and the~later o~ given back his job and then retired at a pension at a job he 
first held. If the person was guilty, why bring him back and give him his full 
pension? Maybe it was a fact that the person was accused of something that he really 
didn't do. These are only some of the things that I would like to have looked into. 
I would like to know if the OSHA report is really a full report? Who up at OSHA 
authorized the report, and was it a true report? I would like to know why the ....... Commissioner of Public Works and the Mayor *8 scared of an investigation? If 
you're not scared of something, you go ahead and have it and prove a point, but 
if you're scared of something, you try to get people to vote against it so nobody 
looks into the matter. 

I'd like to know why a certain person in Public Works was given 1500 gallons of 
gas and nobody wants to say who gave him permission to get the gas? I think that 
these are all facts that should be straightened-out; should be investigated. 
You can't have an inquiry if you have a gag-rule. You can't have an inquiry if a 
person is brought-up before the Committee, even the Public Works Committee, when 
they know their job is in jeopardy, or if they are subpeonaed and have to tell the 
truth, then that's a different story. 

I think if you want to vote against the investigation, you are proving one thing; 
the Administration doesn! t want it.They're scared of an investigation, and the 
only people who will vote against an investigation are those people who are 
willing to push items under the rug just to save the Administration. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: Thank you, Mr. Boccuzzi. 



SO. MINUTES OF REGULAR BOARD ~lEETING MONDAY, APRIL 4, 1983 

NEW BUSINESS: (Continued) 

-
SO . 

MRS. MAIHOCK: First of all I am going to say, I don't want anything pushed under 
the rug. I'm all for an inquiry. I do believe the authors of this question before 
us should certainly have the preliminary information when questioned by Mr. Bonner, ( 
indicated that apparently, they do have. I would certainly think they would have 
this information by responsible City departments before we consider such a 
drastic step, and such a formal step as an investigation. Can't we ask these 
questions? Must we clothe it in a formal investigation? No one is trying to 
hide anything. Everyone wants the inquiry. The point is we don't feel it is 
ready for a formal investigation until preliminary inquiry indicates there is a 
real problem; then, I'm sure you wouldn't have any problem with such a request. 
Thank you. 

PRES IDENT SANTY: Thank you, Mrs. Maihock. 

MR. DONAHUE: Move the question. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: A Motion has been made to Move the question. Is there a Second? 
Seconded. All in favor of Moving the question, please say aye. Opposed? Only 
one no. We're going to Move the question. The question is on an investigation 
of the Public Works Department under Section 204.2 of the Charter of the City of 
Stamford. 

MR. BOCCUZZI: Madam President, a Roll Call vote, Seconded. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: All in favor of a Roll Call vote, please say aye. We'll have 
a Roll Call vote. I ask for two Tellers to come forward. 27 votes are required 
per Section 204.0 of the Charter. We'll now proceed with a Roll Call vote. 
Mr. Wiederlight, are you ready? 27 per the Charter. Mr. Stork is ready. 
Continue with the Roll. 

MS. SUMMERVILLE called the Roll. 

C 

PRESIDENT SANTY: When the Tellers finish their tally, would you please come forward . 
The Motion has been DEFEATED by a vote of 24 affirmative, 12 negative, 2 abstentions, 
and 2 absent. 

ADJOURNl-lENT: 

MR. DONAHUE: I make a Motion to adjourn. Seconded. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: Before we entertain 
desks before you leave. All in favor 
Meeting is adjourned at 12:05 a.m. 

APPROVED: 

to adjourn, I remind you to please clean your 
of adjourning, please say aye. Opposed? 

By ~ A-lne-e 
~H-e~l-e~n~M~.~M~c~E~v-o~y-,~A~d~m~i~n-~~·s-t~r-a-t~i~v~~--~~~ 
(and Recording Secretary) 
Board of Representatives 
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