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financial problems with the City. I can appreciate that. However, in
our endeavor to save money, I'm not so sure that we're not forgetting
something. There are services rendered by certain departments or agen-
cies of the City that are very intangible. Garbage, as you can see, can
be picked up; police are visible on the street; firemen are by their fire
hoses, but you do not see the good, the problems that are solved by

these community centers. I personally believe dollar for dollar among
the best buys that the City gets are these community centers. I would
emplore all my fellow Representatives to consider that visibility does
not equate with effectiveness.

MR. BOCCUZZI: Move the question. SECONDED.

PRESIDENT SANTY: 1It's been Moved and Seconded to Move the question. All
in favor of Moving the question on Mrs. Conti's Motion, please say Aye.
Opposed? We will ove the question. We are now voting on Mrs. Conti's
Motion. I would ask all the Representatives to come and vote. The
Motion is lost, 4 yes, 30 no, 2 abstentions, and 3 non-voters.

MRS. McINERNEY: Line item 4390, Yerwood Center, I do feel since we cut
the other two centers down to the figure at which they were in 1981-82
that it would be unfair to have preferencial treatment, if you might,
given to this item. I think Southfield Community Center needed the
extra money as well so I would make a Motion to cut it back $20,000 to
the figure of last year at $35,000. SECONDED.

PRESIDENT SANTY: Your Motion has been Seconded.

MS. SUMMERVILLE: You mentioned Southfield Community Center. I don't
like to compare centers because I know they're all needed. For your
information, Southfield gets funded from the Federal government and
United Way, the same as Yerwood. The building and facilities which
we are paying for; heating and other things to keep the building
going, is just for the upkeep of the building not for staff and things
like that. You can't compare the two when it comes to the funding.
You can't say just because you're cutting Southfield you're going to
cut Yerwood, you can't compare the two facilities and the facilities
are what we're dealing with here.

MR. TARZIA: I just wanted to add that the Committee did consider
$20,000, as I recall because I was present, but they finally
decided on the $10,000 figure.

MR. DeLUCA: Move the question. SECONDED.

PRESIDENT SANTY: There is a Second. All in favor of Mving the question,
please say Aye. Opposed? We are voting on Mrs. McInerney's Motion.

You may use the machine. The Motion is lost, 12 yes, 25 no, and 2 non-
voters.

MRS. HAWE: The total number of cuts in this department, 745, of $16,866
and a bottom line of $84,500.

MR. BOCCUZZI: Point of Information. Why isn't Glenbrook Community
Center listed the same as the rest of the centers?
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MR. ESPOSITO: The Glenbrook Community Center, whatever the City supports
it with is contained within the buildings and grounds of Public Works.

The building is owned by the City; the gas, electric, and utilities are
paid by the City through the Public Works budget. The Yerwood Center

is a separate building. It owns itself. The people who are on the
Yerwood Center Board own the building. ROQSCO is part of Rogers School
and the Southfield Community Center is in the Housing Authority Building.
They don't get any other source of support from the City and that's why
they come to the City for these nominal amounts. The Glenbrook Community
Center does get funding from the City through the Public Works Department.

MRS. GUROIAN: The Glenbrook Community Center and the Southfield Community
Center both are owned by the City. They are only leased to the trustees
of the two centers for a dollar a year. The Yerwcod Community Center prop-
erty was given to the trustees. They own that property. The City does
not own that property; they own that property. Aside from that, the
Yerwood Community Center gets other funds such as community chest. The
Glenbrook Community Center does not. The only thing that the Southfield
Communiity Center gets is rent from CTE. The Glenbrook Community Center
does not get any help in that way. The only items that are paid for
by the City budget, in the Public Works Department, is the building
itself, the snow plowing, and the daily maintainance of the enter is
paid by the Community Center trustees. They have no director, they
have a maintainance man who makes repairs and cleans up; that is paid
by the Center, not by the City. Even if you want to paint a room in
the Glenbrook Community Center, you have to get permission from the City
in order to purchase the paint yourself and paint it yourself. The
permission has to come from the City. All those expenses are assumed
by the trustees whereas the land which has appreciated considerably is
still held by the City.

YOUTH SERVICE BUREAU
MRS. HAWE: We're on page 106, Code 792, Youth Service Bureau. Fiscal
recommends a cut in line 792.1110, Salaries, of $1,200 which would
bring that line to $27,002 and brings the bottom line down to $40,000.
The reason we did this is because of the money that is reimbursed through
a grant. The City gets $20,000 back, if the City contributes $40,000,
Over and above that, we don't get anything back. That's why we brought
it down to the $40,000 mark.

MRS. MAIHOCK: I noticed on the Telephone Account which is 792.2740,
there is a telephone bill of $2,012. Could you give me some explanation
for that please?

MRS, HAWE: I really do not know, Mrs, Maihock. Their back-up does not
break it down and we didn't ask them that question when they were in.

The bottom line for Youth Service Bureau is $40,000.

MRS. McINERNEY: Madam President, Would it be appropriate while we are
trying to get a section total to declare a five minute recess before
we start the next item? SECONDED.

PRESIDENT SANTY: The Motion has been made and Seconded to have a five
minute recess. All in favor, say Aye. Opposed? We will have a recess.

PRESIDENT SANTY: The Meeting will come to order.

MR. DZIEZYC: Considering the lateness of the hour, I Move for Adjournment.
SECONDED.
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PRESIDENT SANTY: 1Is there a Second to the Motion to Adjourn? 1It's not
debatable. There is a Motion on the Floor to Adjourn. Mr. Dziezyc, are
you aware of the "Call" of the Meeting? And you're still Moving for
Adjournment? There's has been a Motion to Adjourm and it has been Seconded.
It's not debatable; it's on the Floox. You are aware that if we Adjourn,
and if the vote passes, that the budget is not adopted by us

MR. DZIEZYC: O0.K. reconsider...
PRESIDENT SANTY: You're with...
MR. BOCCUZZI: Move for a Recess, please.

PRESIDENT SANTY: There's been a Move for a five-minute Recess. That's been
Seconded. All in favor of a Recess say AYE. There's.a Motion to Recess.
All in favor say AYE. Opposed? We are going to put this to a vote.

MR. BLAIS: Madam President, the Second did not withdraw the Motion.

PRESIDENT SANTY: The Second did not withdraw the Motion to Adjourn and
the Chair rtules that there is a Motion before this body to Adjourn. I

will ptoceed to a vote, if there is any problem, please state "it now.

I want you to understand the consequences of the action tonight. It's

not debatable. We are going to use the machine.

MR. DUDLEY: Point of Information. Am I correct in assuming that if we
Adjourn this budget as a total budget for the last three days, stands
as it is?

PRESIDENT SANTY: No. Our action is null and void because it has not been
adopted by the appropriation resolution. The budget that stands is the
one that was passed down by the Board of Finance. It means that the

work we have done for three nights is completely wiped out. I hope you
all understand that we are going to put this Motion to a vote. We are
voting on whether to Adjourn. The Motion to Adjourn is defeated, 30 no,
and 8 yes. Let us get on with the business.

MRS. HAWE: The section total for the 700 group which is Community Ser-
vices the total amount of cuts is $225,066. The total amount approved
is $3,401,891. To date we have cut $1,133,013. We have approved
$66,086,002.

MRS. McINERNEY: This afternmcan I had the opportunity to consult with
one of the assistant corporation counsels on the matter of the school
budget and in his opinion he felt that since I have pending litigation
with the Board of Education that it would create a cloud of conflict
over any action on this budget. I would therefore, disqualify myself
from voting on the issue of the Board of Education budget this evening.
I will have the Record show that I have left the Floor.

MRS. GUROIAN: Point of Order. What do we do with the Debt Service?
Don't we add that on to the $66,000,0007?

MRS. HAWE: The Debt Service comes after the Board of Education budget
in our book.

PRESIDENT SANTY: Mrs. McInerney and Mr. Donahue will be recorded as
absent. They are leaving the floor.

BOARD OF EDUCATION
MRS. HAWE: We're on page IUS, Code 810.7110, Board of Education. Fis-
cal recommends a cut from the Board of Education of $1,600,000 which
would bring that line to $51.957.689,.
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PRESIDENT SANTY: The Chair has been notified that there are two minor-
ity reports. I have discussed this with the people giving these reports
this evening.

MR. FRANCHINA: This is a minority report from Betty Conti, and Joe
Franchina. We cannot allow our Motions to override our responsibility
to the already over-burdened taxpayers of this Community. We must base
our decision on the Community's ability to pay. Let us not forget the
more than 1,200 taxpayers who came to Cloonan School recently for the
public hearing to express their views on the budget. Their messgge was
loud and clear - cut the budget. Many spoke in opposition to the

Board of Education budget. We must remember that the proposed fiscal
1982-1983 budget of over 56 million dollars which shows no mercy for
the over-burdened taxpayer. It is 10 million dollars more thamn the
budget for just four years ago. Yet, four years ago the student
population was in access of 16,500 students compared to today's
declining enrollment of less than 14,000 students. However, the
professional staff has contrived to escalate from 1,300 four years

ago to over 1,400 at the present time! half of whom are not in the
classrooms.

PRESIDENT SANTY: Mr. Franchina, ‘we want your remarks but would you
give your mption first. This is the precedent that we have been
doing and then go back to speak to it.

MR. FRANCHINA: All right. I make a Motion to delete from the
Board of Education's Account No. 810.7110, the total sum of
three million dollars leaving a balance of $50,557,600. SECONDED.

PRESIDENT SANTY: Several Seconds. Mr., Franchina, go back to speak
to your Motiomn.

MR. FRANCHINA: Continuing. An example of how the taxpayer's money
is being spent is illustrated by the fact that there are approximately
five administrative positions below the level of superintendent who
are presently earning more than the Mayor of this City of Stamford.
Though we cannot dictate to the Board of Education where the cuts
should be made, it is obvious that a reorganization of their
administrative staff can be accomplished without affecting the
quality of education. It must be realized that the financial burden
for education in this City is being assumed by an ever-increasing
number of taxpayers having no children in the school system. And

a significant number of those taxpayers are in fact senior citizens
living on a fixed income. We are in a recession. To help the tax-
payer we must curb spending, and that's why I propose that cut.

PRESIDENT SANTY: Thank you, Mr. Franchina. There is a Motion omn

the Floor to delete three million dollars from the Board of Education
account. We will address that Motion at this time.

there were several geconds to that.

MR. STORK: Thank you, Madam President. It seems more than ever this
year with regards to the Board of Education budget that we're damned
if we do and we're damned if we don't. Citizens from all walks of life
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Senior citizens, children of senior citizens, retirees, heads of
households, and single taxpayers, have spoken out at two recent
public hearings and have all sent the same message. Cut the
education budget! Let me make my position perfectly clear. I
support, wholeheartedly the Mdtion to reduce the Board of Education
budget by $3,000,000. Madam President and members of this Board,

to cut one dollar less would be a great disservice to the majority
of taxpayers in the City of Stamford as well as providing a mandate
to the Board of Education that they can run rampant with this City's
money and continue to promulgate a luxurious educational system.

Why luxurious? One example, the pupil/teacher ratio in the middle
schools is 14, and in the high schools, 15. When I went to school,
it was extremely rare to have less than 30 students in a class plus
we had no teacher aides. I don't believe I came out of that system
illiterate. And I'm not suggesting our students should be 30 to a
class. But a number more realistic than 14 or 15 is an area the
Board of Education can consider and at the same timg restore some of
its credibility in the eyes of the taxpayers of the ity of Stamford.
In conclusion, Madam President, I recently wrote a letter to the
editor of this City's daily newspaper putting the education lobby

in its place and assuring this City's taxpayers that I would sharpen
my scissors and vote to cut the education budget. I wasn't kidding,
and here are the scissors. You can believe they are extremely sharp,
and I again urge the ladies and gentlemen of this Board, to be responsive
to the desires of this City's taxpayers and vote yes to cut three ,
million additional dollars from the budget of the Board of Educationm.
Thank you. ;

PRESIDENT SANTY: Thank you, Mr. Stork.

MR. DeLUCA: Yes, I would also have to agree with the $3,000,000 cut.
During the past few days many people have been harrassed by members

of the terrific lobby of the Board of Education. A prime example

is a letter that was sent out reading: '"'Dear Parents: We strongly
urge you to telephone as many of the following representatives

as possible today. Please ask that they support the Fiscal Committee's
recommendation of 1.6 million dollars to be cut from the Board of
Education budget. We cannot afford to sit back and allow the Board

of Representatives to take a larger cut. The Board of Representatives
will be voting on the Board of Education budget this evening. Please
make vour voices heard. Thank you. Ronnie Wiederlight, PTA Council."
Shelisted names of the Board of Reps to be called to swing their vote
towards a 1.6 million dollar cut or even less. Can the Board of
Education stand a $3,000,000 cut? I firmly believe they can. Young
teachers have been intimidated saying that they will lose their jobs
if additional cuts are made. The question is, why must the young
teacher go. Do you realize that if you were to lay off eleven of the
over-loaded staff down at Hillendale Avenue with an average salary of
approximately $45,000 apiece, we would be talking about roughly
$460,000 whereby you can save a teaching staff of approximately 36
people at an entry level of $12,000, It seems that whenever we

hear about cuts, it's always the little person that must go

first, especially the way the Board of Education and the staff at
Hillendale Avenue has been coming out in the paper saying that
teachers will be let go, but you don't hear any mention of administrative,
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principals, or assistant principals. Enrollment goes down, but yet
teacher aides go up to the point where we got 249. Administrative
staff is up to 89. Instead of coming down, it keeps going up. We
can go on and on, why cuts can be made. We have heard that an
additional $3,000,000 cut will deteriorate our school system,
people will no longer move in, people will be moving out. If this
were to happen, I would say that the Board of Education and the
staff is irresponsible if they cannot provide quality education
with a $50,000,000 budget. If we were not to cut an additional
$3,000,000 and our taxes went up, our senior citizens would be
moving out. Our young people will be moving out. I have seen
senior citizens move in with their children and vice-versa because
they cannot stand last year's taxes. And I can just foresee what
will happen if we do not do our job tonight, as mandated by the
public hearings that we have just heard in the past. I can foresee
Proposition 13 beginning if we do not do what we were mandated by
the public. You may ask the question, why weren't the senior
citizens out there lobbying? Unfortunately, these people are
afraid to come out at night. They must stay in their homes, no
means of transportation at times, but you can rest assured the
Board of Education did their job by getting the students out here
for the past 3 nights, chanting SOS, Save Our Schools. I'd like
to say, SOSC, Save Our Senior Citizens. Let's make it bearable
for them to stay here. A $3,000,000 cut by this Board will not
place any hardship on the Board of Educatiom.

PRESIDENT SANTY: Thank you, Mr. DeLuca.

MISS De GAETANI: Thank you, Madam President. I would like to
comment initially on the letter that Mr. DeLuca just read from
Mrs. Weiderlight. My name appears at the top of the list of names.
And I would like to say that I feel that this is harrassment to
pester and bother people with an onslaught of phone calls starting
as early as quarter of seven in the morning to a select group of
this Board, including one whose wife is ill. I think it's an attempt
at manipulation. Additionally, misinformation as to the powers of
this Board to control the policies and decisions of the Board of
Education were spoonfed to both parents and children. There was

a deliberate attempt to mislead and misuse the volatile emotions
of teenagers by making them feel that this Board was respomsible
for the cutting of programs and the possible closing of Rippowam
High School, when in fact,those decisions can only be made by the
Board of Ed. Further, never has this Board before felt the need
for police protection but because of this unconscionable lobbying
on the part of a few leaders, this protection became necessary and
has become an added burden, a financial burden, on this City. The
procedure has added no new information to assist us in making
deliberations, and in fact may have moved some Board members to
react in a less supportive manner. I would hope that in future
years, cooler heads will prevail and no similar efforts to exert
such forcible pressure will be made. That said, I would like to
say that I too support the $3,000,000 cut. I am in accord with
what Mr. Stork said and with what Mr. DeLuca said. I think it's
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time that we hold the lime. I think the Board of Ed can sustain
the cut. I think they've lost their credibility, and I think
that with honest effort by the people on that Board, they can
sustain the cut without damage to the children's education.
Thank you.

PRESIDENT SANTY: Thank you, Mrs. DeGaetani.

MR. FLOUNDERS: Thank you, Madam President. The action that we
take tonight on the Board of Education budget directly affects the
lives and the futures of over 14,000 young people in this City of
Stamford. How we vote tonight, however we vote tonight, we must
be convinced in our heads, more importantly in our hearts, that the
actions we take are sound and are based on firm fiscal footing.

I am also well aware that every action we take tonight and in facg,
every action we take in all this week will directly affect the lives
of Stamford's taxpayers. But judging from the magnitude of the
Board of Education hudget cut proposed tonite, I think we are
plaving. absolutely vlaving with fire. I'd like to point out that
the $2,000,000 Board of Finance cut already taken from' the Board
of Education budget; just parenthetically, Mrs. DeGaetani was
talking about us being blamed for the cuts made by the Board of
Finance, that's understandable. Kids, lots of people who are

in the city who are adults don't know the difference between

the Board of Finance and the Board of Representatives, and I

don't blame them. I mean, that monolith up there that's

called the City Government. It's understandable that they

would think that we might have had something te do with it, too.
But the fact is that the Board of Finance has already taken

a $2,000,000 cut. When you add that to the nearly $4,000,000
contract settlement which was heartily approved by this Board

last year, the current money remaining in the 1982-83 request

is already three percent under the 1981-82 fiscal year appropriation.
1f we made no additional cuts tonight, we're already under by
three percent the 1981-82 appropriation. Stated another way, if
we made no further cuts, keeping in mind again the contract settle-—
ment of almost $4,000,000 and the $2,000,000 Board of Finance cut,
the 1982-83 budget is already $1,568,000 under the current fiscal
year. With another $1,600,000 cut as proposed by the Fisecal
Committee,it will be six percent under the 1981-82 fiscal year.
With the $3,000,000 cut proposed a few minutes ago, it will be
nine percent under the current fiscal year. The observation was
made earlier by Mr. Esposito that those budgets over which the
Board has no line-by-line control are fair game for arbitrary
cuts. Arbitrary cuts, ruthless cuts, thoughtless cuts. To say
that a huge cut of the magnitude proposed will not affect the
quality of education is convenient wishful thinking. It is a
convenient justification for an arbitrary, uninformed action that
has no basis and fact. To say that the Board of Education is
therefore irresponsible, if they can't do what they're doing

today with 54,500,000 less than they have this year is an
outrageous conclusion based on misinformation and ignorance.

I heartily support and urge the members of this Board to just

sit back for a minute and give this at least a second thought

and please support the $1,600,000 cut proposed by the Fiscal
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Committee. That will make the Board of Education's budget six percent
less than the budget that they have lived with this year. If indeed
the Board of Education implements the school closing program, the
elementary schools and the high school and phase the latter im,

the implications of those cutbacks will be more important im the next
fiscal year and subsequent fiscal years. This is a major, this

would be a major change and a2 major giant step toward the kind

of efficiency consclidation and tightening-up that this Board has
been wanting. Again, all I can say is, 51,600,000 is a lot and,

in my personal opinion, too much; but at the very least, let's
support that, not $3,000,000.

PRESIDENT SANTY: Thank you, Mr. Flounders.

MR. ZELINSKI: Thank you, Madam President. Tonight we find ourselves
in a no-win position. No matter what we do, that is to make the
cuts or not to make them, we have been made the scapegoats, that is,
the bad guys and the bad girls. I attended the joint meeting at
Cloonan School and heard the voices, the cries, and yes, the shouts
of taxpayers of Stamford; and I attended the public hearing on the
phase-in, as a lot of us did. All I heard that evening was again
"make cuts, make cuts" The citizens want us to make cuts, so they
can continue to live here; the senior citizens to fill out their
golden years and not have to worry about what the future will bring.
I did take the time last Thursday for approximately four hours

to tour four schools: Stamford High, Springdale, Dolan, and Toquam;
with, and at the request of Beatrice Forman, a conscientious and
hard-working member of the Board of Education to see first-hand the
conditions in our schools. However, I believe the reason we are in
this situation tonight and the parents and students are faced with
the education crisis, is the short-sightedness of some members of

the present Board of Education and past members of the Board of
Education, These are difficult times, indeed hard times. I have
received telephone calls and spoken personally with approximately

80 constituents in my district. The consensus was: 10 not to

make cuts, and about 70 to make cuts. I have also received as

late as today in my mail pertaining to the Board of Education's
budget., One letter briefly stated: "As an informed interested
resident and voter in Stamford since 1965, I am writing to

express my thoughts on the recent budget and tax increases.

I have difficulty in understanding the very large proposed budget.

I find the large increase in the Board of Education budget indefensible
in view of the significant decline in enrollment in the past few years.
I realize you cannot cut line items here. While there has been a
decrease in the number of teachers, there has been no decreases in
administrators, staff development, and similar over-filled positionms.
I would strongly urge you to reduce the education budget and direct
the Board to redesign their operation to reflect the reality of
their situation.™

Another letter regarding the Board of Education: "This Board has
expanded faster than the Social Security Administration by trying
to be all things to all people. College level courses are given
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in the high schools causing the taxpayers to help pay for college
education of selected students. Examples are advanced @redit,
math. phvsics, chemistry, and biology, that I am aware of.

I am quoting *‘Other high school courses cover such subjects as
How to Watch TV, How to Read Comic Strips, Science Fictiom Literature,
etc." They have no educational valuej they are just used to keep
students occupied, surely a waste of time and taxpayers' money.
Many courses overlap or are almost duplications under different
titles. For instance, there are half a dozen different vocational
typing courses which I'm sure if they would ba:consclidated, would require
fewer teachers. In light of the poor spelling, reading, and

math skills of the high school graduates, the school should get
back to basics and to do away with the excess specializationm..
(Again, I am still quoting from the letter). The Board of Ed

has been conducting a scare campaign ever since their Budget was
cut $2.000,000. They would save that amount by closing one high
school or two elementary schools. However, their big problem

is the overburdence and overload who occupy Martha Hoyt's school "
and part of Belltown. A big clerical staff and asaistants likewise
keep costs high. The school system comprises 15 elementary,

3 middle, and 3 high schools. The proposed threat to close

one high school and three elementary schools would constitute

a minimum of 15% of the school system (and this is very interesting
in his letter). If 152 would save $2,000,000 which is equivalent
to an operating cost of $3,000,000, then the whole list of schools
would be run for $20,000,000. This contrasts with a budget of
$56,000,000. Obviously, the Board has exaggerated that many
schools would be closed to save $2,000,000. The school budget

must be cut deeply to force a less-frills type of school system.
Please do not be influenced by Saturday's demonstration of Rippowam
students; they were just tools to the vested interest groups who
like to soak the rich and the middle as well. T know my school
system by experience. Five children went through it. We need a
new Board of Education.

I hope we can come to some type of a compromise this evening.

I do caution and warn the Board of Education to hear the message
loud and clear this evenine. Plan and plan well for the future
so we will not have to be put in this precarious position next
year or the vears to come. Plans must be made ahead with the
school population declining and to have a gradual phase-out
rather than the disruption of students.

PRESIDENT SANTY:

MR. BLAIS: I,personally, view a $3 million additional cut to the Board

of Education budget as irresponsible. However, I would like to address
this Assembly the real problem with the Education budget. Tonight we sit
here and quibble about the amount of money to be allocated to the Education
department when the real problem with the budget is that the City does not
have a sufficient tax base to properly support the required mandate for
services of our school system that are mandated by the State.

From what I understand, a majority of the dollars spent by our Board of
Education are spent on State mandated programs. In otherwords, if we cut
the budget, we still have to provide those services. The other side of
the coin is the State also severely restricts the City's ability to have
a sufficient revenue base to support these programs. It's inconceivable
in United States for a city of a 100,000 people to rely solely on property
taxes.
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MR. BOCCUZZI: First of all, I've been on this Board many years
and for many years I have fought to keep the education budget
at a position or a point where they indeed could handle and
could provide the famous word "quality education.” But this
year I had to stand back and take a hard lock at this whole
budget. And by the whole budget, I mean the whole book, not
just the Board of Education's budget. When I come to a budget

meeting, I look to see how many dollars we can afford and try to
put those dollars in the places where they'll do the most good.
This time when I looked over the budget and I noticed some
departments actually came in lower, some departments - the

heart wag cut out of the police department by the Board of Finance -
are- coming up short in salary accounts, equipment, and they're
going to have to live with it, just like I have to live with the
taxes. I come to the Board of Education's budget, and I see the
amount of money that passed over last year. Yes, Mr. Flounders,
I admit we approved the contracts under pressure; and again that
pressure is being put on us not to take a big cut which I don't
consider is a bie cut by a select organized gzroup on the outside.

Over the past few weeks I have received, and I got to admit I
called them "robot" telephone calls. It seemed like these people
were programmed to say certain things. How could 30 or 40 people
think actually the same things, same numbers, same reasons?
Somebody organized. I received one night, when I came to this
Board for a meeting, an envelope with approximately 200 letters

in it that were all typed out, my name was put on the top of
them, and I had a few that were in there by mistaka. Who allowed
this pressure group to use all this school statiomery? Who
allowed this pressure group to have 5,000 or 10,000 little
messengers from home, to come home with these letters? Who
allowed this? Who put this Board under that strain? This is
what I'm objecting to. You who are organized, and use the
facilities of the Board of Education's school system, who

sent your message home, had a big advantage. A big advantage
over the little old lady who lives across the street who's a
widow and has nothing to protest with, except maybe a telephone
call and she can't even finish the call because she breaks down
and cries. Do you think it's fair to be organized with your
great power to come to this Board and harass this Beoard in that
manner? Do you think it's fair to the small taxpayers, small
homeowners? I don't. I think you worked at a great advantage.
With a 2-year $2,000,000 cut, close 4 or 5 schools. If thisg is
the case, we should have had schools close last year. You should
have been planning ahead, you shouldn't be put in this fix today
that you're in. It should've been started a couple of years ago.
You knew the enrollment was going down. God knows you have
people running around making figures. You lkmew that the population
‘wasn't growing, it was coming down. But yet, you did nothing about
it. And now the ax is going to fall. I don't kmow if it's going
to come for $3,000,000 or not. I hope it does.

We all can play the numbers game. Department heads, not only here
but at the Board of Ed, all department heads, they can bury you
with numbers 'cause they got them and you'’re sitting here listening
to them. I look at this budget only one way. I got so many bucks
to hand out and I'm trying to do my best. I don't think I'm going
to hurt the school system. I don't think I'm going to hurt those
kids who have been chanting for 3 nights. I don't think I'm going
to hurt anyone. What is going to come from this is I think the
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Board of Ed should go to the teachers and ask them what programs
are good for the kids. I think the Board of Ed has got to start
listening to the people who are right close to the kids. Don't
listen to the people who are not educating your thildren. Don't
listen to the pressure group outside who's only thinking of
their own child. Listen to the group who is working with your
children. They know what the child needs. Sure, everybody
wants a Cadillac education. I do, too. But Board members,

the taxpayers of this town can no longer afford a Cadillac.
You're going to have to do it with a Ford. And I can't afford

a Ford. Thank you.

PRESIDENT SANTY: Thank you, Mr. Boccuzzi.

MR. WIDER: Thank you, Madam Chairman. I've listened to some of
these people and I wonder if this is the way you're supposed to
talk about the most important products in the city. But anyway,
Mr. DelLuca asked a question that I am really concerned with when
he asked why the senior citizen was not here. I want to answer
that by saying that they don't have to be out here; they have
prepared a City and they have grandchildren come out here and
represent them and I think they're doing a good job. I am
always upset when I talk about children because as a child I
know what happened to me. I didn't get the kind of education
that I should have, and I'm not all the man that I could be
should I have been given the same thing we are talking about,
depriving kids of rightstoday. I needed it, and I didn't get
it.

So I become real upset when we talk about cutting our children.education.
When they talk about cutting administrators, if there's room for
cutting administrators, I think we ought to address that before
we cut the budget, and not wait till we cut the budget and then
cut administrators. Let's cut the administrators out while the
school is going and the money is being paid out to them, and
then we can save money there. But to cut anything over

$1.6 million to the Board of Education would be a travesty

to the City of Stamford. We are insulting the corporations

that we have invited to come here;for those who have children.
Our school system will begin to fall little by little.

After awhile, our property value will begin to deteriorate
equally. And I ask this Board to think twice before you cut
$3,000,000 from the Board of Education because you're not
cutting someone else's throat, maybe you're cutting your own.
Thank you.

PRESIDENT SANTY: Thank you, Mr. Wider.

MR. WIEDERLIGHT: Thank you, Madam President. As Mr. Wider and
Mr. Flounders have so eloquently put it, a $3,000,000 cut ...

PRESIDENT SANTY: I would ask the Board members to please give
Mr. Wiederlight your attention.
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MR. WEIDERLIGHT: The $3,000,000 is unconscionable. It is a Motion
that is not well thought out. No facts were really presented to
substantiate $3,000,000. It is almost as if a number was taken

out of the air and say let's start with that and hope for the

best.

When I walked in here for the last two nights, I noticed many people
demonstrating outside. I noticed people from the public works,

I notice some firemen outside, and I noticed some students. And
they should all be proud of themselves. Especially our students,
because they have got the ultimate lesson in civics these last

three nights. I am also proud of my wife who is the president of
the Turn of River Middle School Parent-Teacher Organizatiomn and
whose job it was to alert the citizens, the taxpayers, of her
school, whose children go to that school, what the dire consequences
might be if we cut $3,000,000. And to those of you that objected,

I will quote you what a great president of the United States once
said by the name of Harry Truman: "If you can't stand the heat,

get out of the kitchen,"

Moving from that point, let's talk about some statistics. The
real statistics. I've heard some numbers banted around about
what it costs to educate our students, and I guess a round number
is about $4,000, 4,100, 4,500. But is that the real cost? Llet's
analyze the $4,000 cost a second. The cost for general learning
students in this community #s $1,851, not $4,000. The cost for
educating our special education students is $5,829. The cost

for educating our special education students out of the system

is $16,400. And the cost for the support programs is $1,602.
Which all averages out to $4,096. That is the derivation of
$4,096. ,

What will be the consequences of this unconscionable cut on our
school system and on our city? Let's look at a few of the things
that might happen. Number one, we will lose our newest teachers
who have learned the newest teaching concept. Number two, we
will not be able to hire teachers in the future if and when

our population grows and we need them. Who would want to work
in Stamford, the system where the school system that doesn't
know what they're going to do from year to year. Stamford

will not be able to hire good teachers either. And last,
certainly not least, our land values will deteriorate markedly.
And nobody wants that to happen, do they?

In conclusion, let me quote you from the summation of a letter
written by a young lady by the name of Mindy- Feller, who is the
President of the Junior Class of Rippowam High School. And I'll
just read you the last paragraph. "Our concerns are issues that
are not being addressed. To assume that you can foresee all the
complicating issues facing us in September is absurd. To assume
that you will have the answers to our problems in 3 short months
is a-case of wishful thinking. At any rate, you are playing
with our lives. Our worries must be raised now before you make
hasty decisions and then regret your actions later. The City's
future is at stake." Thank you, Madam President.



