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67. MINUTES OF MAY 12, 1982 - SPECIAL BUDGET MEETING 

PRESIDENT SANTY: The Meeting will come to order. I would ask the Representatives 
to take their seats. Mr. Esposito, will you continue with your report. 

MR. ESPOSITO: I would like to read the Section totals now. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: Thank you, we are now getting the Section totals; go right ahead, 
Mr. Esposito. 

MR. ESPOSITO: The total is $22,840,216. That completes the Community Services 
and we are now ready for the Board of Education. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: Thank you, Mr. Esposito. We are now going to the Board of 
Education. Mr. Esposito, now that we had a little break, guys and gals, let's go. 

MR. ESPOSITO: Page 70, the total for Police and Fire Protection is $22,840,216. 
The total cuts for that Section $193,087 and perhaps, Mrs. Guroian would give us 
the cumulative total of cuts to this point. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: Excellent. Mrs. Guroian, please go slowly. 

MRS. GUROIAN: The cumulative total through Police and Fire for the cuts is 
$735,689. The total amount of budget that's been passed is $52,957,931. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: Thank you, Mrs. Guroian. 

MR. ESPOSITO: Let me just remind everyone that a mill is 4.4 million. We 
haven't even come close to a quarter of a mill yet. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: Thank you for that reminder. Mr. Zelinski, you have your hand 
up and I'm not sure what you are addressing at this point. 

MR. ZELINSKI: Thank you, Madam President. I wonder if it would be in order at 
this time, during the Recess I found on my desk and I'm sure we all did this 
evening, some type of a newsletter, if you will, printed by the Traffic and 
Parking Department and I really don't think this is something that the taxpayer 
should have to pay and if it would be proper, I would like to go back to the 
Traffic and Parking and make a cut in their printing code. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: Excuse me, Mr. Zelinski. First of all, I don't know what 
correspondence you are referring to because I don't have it on my desk. 

MR. ZELINSKI: I believe it's on everybodies' desk. It reads Traffic Signals; 
it's like a newsletter or something, the first of many to come out and I don't 
think it's up to the taxpayers to subsidize to tell them what the traffic and 
parking is all about. If it would be proper under Parliamentary procedure, 
I'd like to go back to the Traffic and Parking and make some minor cuts in 
the printing code of those Departments? 

PRESIDENT SANTY: Mr. Zelinski, if you want reconsideration of any item, 
you can Move for reconsideration as long as you were on the prevailing side. 
The prevailing side is any side yes if you have won and no if it has been defeated. 
But unless you took that position, I cannot entertain that Motion at this time. 
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MR. ZELINSKI: I did. I voted, I didn't vote for any cuts and •••• so I'd like 
to make a Motion to go back. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: You have to make a Motion. I want the item number and the 
page number and you're Moving for a Reconsideration. We have to vote on the 
Reconsideration first which takes two-thirds. 

MR. ZELINSKI: No, I don't think it would be Reconsideration. There was no 
Motion in the printing accounts of both Traffic or Parking unless 
through you to Representative Esposito if there were any cuts. I don't think 
there were so it wouldn't be a Reconsideration; it would be a new Motion. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: It is a Reconsideration because we accepted the Motion. It's 
a continuous Motion as made by Mr. Esposito and I refer to my Parliamentarians, 
if they agree with the Chair at this time. 

MR. ZELINSKI: So then I have to Move for Reconsideration? 

PRESIDENT SANTY: You have to Move for Reconsideration on each item that you 
wanted to discuss. 

MR. ZELINSKI: Just the two items. Do I have to make the code or something to 
make the Motion? 

PRESIDENT SANTY: I want to know the page number and the code and we have to 
vote on Reconsideration. 

MR. ZELINSKI: I would like to MOVE for Reconsideration Department of Traffic, 
which is page 41, the code on that would be 2921 printing and I'd like to make ( 
a cut of ••• 

PRESIDENT SANTY: Make your Motion first, and then we have to have a Second 
but he hasn't finished his Motion yet. 

MR. ZELINSKI: Thank you very much. I appreciate the courtsey on that. I'd 
like to make a cut of $400 from the $750 which would bring it to $350. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: Excuse me, Mr. Zelinski and I don't mean to be facetious but 
what number again? Page number is 41, the code number? 

MR. ZELINSKI: The code number is 2921 which is the code for the printing which, 
I believe, this would be the proper code that prints this particular piece of 
literature. 

MR. BLAIS: POINT OF ORDER, Madam Chairman. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: Yes, what is your Point of Order, Mr. Blais? 

MR. BLAIS: POINT OF INFORMATION: Could we get a ruling from the Parliamentarians 
as to whether this is appropriate since there was no vote taken on the stationery 
the first time around so, therefore, I don't see where there's a prevailing side. 

( 
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PRESIDENT SANTY: The Chair ruled and the Assistant Parliamentarian concurred 
that it was a continuous Motion and we accepted it and he is making a 
Reconsideration to consider this. We are voting on a Reconsideration. We are 
not voting on the item yet. 

MR. DIXON: Madam President. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: Yes, Mr. Dixon? 

MR. DIXON: Madam President, if we are going to go back now and start nit-picking 
$300 and $400, I would have to Move for an adjournment. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: Your are not Moving for adjournment; you're just mentioning 
the fact. Your comments are well taken, but anyone has the opportunity at anytime 
to Reconsider any vote, Mr. Dixon. I think the sentiments of the Assembly are 
with you. 

MR. DIXON: But, I can also Move for an adjournment at anytime. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: Are you Moving for an adjournment at this time? Is there a 
Second to that? SECONDED. 

MR. DIXON: I sure •••• 

PRESIDENT SANTY: I'm sorry, it's not debatable. We have to Move whether to 
adjourn or not. A Motion has been made and Seconded to adjourn. Yes, Ms. 
Summerville, it's not debatable. We're going to Move right to a vote. 
All in favor of adjourning, please say aye. Opposed? NO? A machine 
vote because I don't want this challenged later. All in favor of adjourning 
vote up for yes. We'll use the machine. Mr. Dixon made a Motion to adjourn. 

The Motion to adjourn has been DEFEATED 28 no and 6 yes. I remind the Representatives 
that it is 20 of 1:00 and don't even think that we are half-way through this book 
yet. We have a lot of work to do. Why don't we proceed. Mr. Zelinski made a ~Iotion. 
We are going to be speaking to the Reconsideration first. 

MS. SUMMERVILLE: I think that Mr. Zelinski owes the Parking Department an apology. 
If you are aware of the fact, that every time you see "45" at the top of your 
printing, that printing came out of your efficient office, the Board of Representative 
reproduced the copies. Evidently, this copy came to us like from any other department 
which sends this Board information copies to our office and the 45 copies were 
reproduced by our office; namely, the Board of Representatives of the City of Stamford 

MR. ZELINSKI: POINT OF PERSONAL PRIVILEGE: Being Representative Summerville 
did mention my name, Madam President and under the rules ••• 

PRESIDENT SANTY: Mr. Zelinski, under Roberts Rules, a Point of Personal Privilege 
is your attendance of a meeting or attacking your character and I don't think 
Ms. Summerville did. 

MR. ZELINSKI: She did. She said lowed the Traffic Department an apology. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: One moment. We have a Motion on the Floor made by Mr. Zelinski 
to delete $400 •.• 

MR. BLAIS: POINT OF INFORMATION, Madam Chairman. 
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MR. ZELINSKI: I have a Point of Personal Privilege, Madam Presiden~and I'd 
still like to discuss it. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: I recognize Mr. Boccuzzi because he is standing. 
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MR. BOCCUZZI: It has come to the point in the evening now where people are 
trying to do things or what they are trying to do. This idea of Reconsidering 
because of a piece of paper on the desk that you are told is coming from our 
office; now we are going to have a big discussion and it's 20 minutes to 1:00. 
I figured if we worked at it, we stay until 2 O'clock, we can get something done; 
we'll be here to 1:15, 1:30 discussing this idoitic proposition or whatever you 
want to call it for nothing. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: That statement is a little out-of-line. I'm not saying 
out-of-order. 

MR. BOCCUZZI: I'm getting a little tiredof hearing these kind of things. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: If we all give everyone the respect that we would expect, 
then we could get on with this Meeting. Mr. Zelinski has made a Motion. I 
have not heard a Second to that Motion and this is what I'm waiting for. 
Is there a Second to Mr. Zelinski's Motion? Without a Second we don't have any 
item before this Assembly. Is there anything further you'd like to make, 
Mr. Zelinski? 

• 

MR. ZELINSKI: Well, I did ask for a Point of Personal Privilege about five-minutes 
ago after all this discussion. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: The Chair determines that it was not a Point of Personal 
Privilege according to Roberts Rules. but you are free to make another Motion. 
You said you had another Motion to make; make your Motion, Mr. Zelinski. 

MR. ZELINSKI: If that's the way you're going to Rule, I don't even wait to say 
anything. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: Mr. Esposito, will you continue. 

MRS. GUROIAN: Madam Chairman, I would just like to remind the Representatives 

( 

that after all this deliberation, we have managed to cut $68,383 less than Fiscal did 

PRESIDENT SANTY: Thank you, Mrs. Guroian. 

MR. ESPOSITO: Page 71, Welfare Department Code 510, Fiscal did not make any cuts 
in this Department and the final total is $911,023. 

MRS. MAIHOCK: Through you. Madam Chairman, just as a Point of Information on 
item 510.3601 Cash relief which increased quite a bit $476,033.28 to $600,000. 
I would like to know how many people did that cover and the next thing I would 
like to know is 510.3623 Prescription drugs which increased from $13,372.52 to 
$20,000. I'd like to know how many peopl~please? 

PRESIDENT SANTY: Mr. Esposito or Mrs. Hawe. can you answer Mrs. Maihock's 
question? 

( 
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MR. ESPOSITO: 1. We don't have figures on how many people they cover but I 
can answer for both of them the reasons for the increases. As we all may recall 
throughout the past fiscal year, we've been getting numerous requests from the 
Welfare Department, especially in both of these accounts. The reason being that 
there has been significant increases in the number of people on cash relief, the 
number of people on welfare and that's the reason for the increases. The caseload 
has increased drastically, although I don't have the figures at my finger tips. 
The other point is that all this is reimbursable and that's one of the reasons 
why Fiscal did not make any cuts in the Welfare Department because 1. much of what 
they do is mandated. They have to follow the criteria and if someone is eligible 
for cash relief, they have to give it to them and 2. most of this department is 
reimbursed so, therefore, we didn't bother making any cuts. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: Thank you, Mr. Esposito. Mrs. Maihock still has the Floor .• 

MRS. MAIHOCK: I just think it would be a very pertinent bit of information 
if we could find that information out sometime. I think it's very important 
to know what burdens we have in the City so we know what we can anticipate. 
Thank you. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: Thank you, Mrs. Maihock. 

MR. BLUM: I don't know if Mrs. Maihock is aware, but people are unemployed for 
quite sometime and they've run out of their unemployment insurance and where else 
do you turn to, the next place is welfare and the medical goes along with it. 
If you don't realize it, we're in a very economic bind now and a great part of 
it is people running-out of their unemployment insurance. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: Thank you, Mr. Blum. 

MRS. GERSHMAN: I have a question, please. Under General Hospitals Line item 
3610 on page 71, could you just explain General Hospitals for $35,OOO? 

MR. ESPOSITO: That is for people who are on welfare admitted to hospitals. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: Thank you, Mrs. Gershman. 

MRS. McINERNEY: For Mrs. Maihock and for some people who might not remember, 
two or three months ago, we did have a special emergency appropriation for 
people who were on disability income from the State of Connecticut which was, 
as I remember, cut-back and since they were given the privilege of receiving 
that money from the State, when the State cut-back the funding, they did come 
to the City of Stamford for money. So, I believe, part of this increase in your 
$600,000 has to do with some of the State cuts and for General Hospitals, there 
are some elderly people who do end up in the hospitals who just don't have the 
money to pay the exorbitant prices in the rooms and I think some of that is 
absorbed in this particular account as well. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: Thank you, Mrs. McInerney. 

MR. TARZIA: Thank you, Madam Chairman. When I look at the total $911,000, 
I for one have to plead ignorance on the operation of the Welfare Department 
and I think it would help if we had more information so we can make good judgement 
as to their needs ••• 
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MR. TARZIA: (Continuing) we can talk intelligently. May be it's only 
ignorance on my part but I think there are many others on this Board who 
feel they would like more information. Thank you. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: Thank you, Mr. Tarzia. Your comments are well-taken. 

72. 

MR. WIEDERLIGHT: 
addendum to it. 
information that 
shouldn't always 

I have to agree with Mr. Tarzia. However, I'll put an 
It is each an every Representatives responsibility to get 
they think they need to make an intelligent decision. We 
have to wait to be spoon-fed with the information. 

the 

PRESIDENT SANTY: Thank you, Mr. Wieder light • 

MR. LIVINGSTON: I'd like to MOVE whatever Question there is on this page, 
if there is one, so that we can go on with the business at-hand. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: There is no Question to Move. There is only one more speaker 
to this statement of Mr. Esposito's continuing Motion. 

MR. ESPOSITO: $911,023 

Code 520 Smith House Skilled Nursing Facility, page 73, the total is on page 74, 
we did not make any cuts here. The total, therefore, is $3,221,858. 

MR. ZELINSKI: Through you, Madam President to Representative Esposito. I have 
several questions on some of the line items. First of all, 2510 Maintenance of 
Vehicles, there was a $600 increase. What is the reason of that? 

MR. ESPOSITO: This amount is for the maintenance of three vehicles; a blazer, ( 
a van and a school bus. All vehicles from the Residence and SNF have been combined 
into a single motor pool. 

MR. ZELINSKI: How does this vary? Do they have the vehicles, the same three 
vehicles last year and why would they need a necessity of an additional $6001 

MR. ESPOSITO: I believe if you look at the same line item in the Residence, you 
will find a decrease. 

MR. ZELINSKI: In otherwords, they moved it ••• 

MR. ESPOSITO: All vehicles are now being combined into one single motor pool. 

MR. ZELINSKI: Thank you. Through you, Madam President, again line item 2610 
Maintenance of Equipment went from $25,000 to $34,000. I was wondering what the 
rationale of the additional $9,800. 

MR. ESPOSITO: Do you want me to go down the list? There are a number of 
obligations that they have had to meet in terms of maintenance of equipment and 
if you want, I will go down the list. 

MR. ZELINSKI: If you can limit it for time. 

MR. ESPOSITO: State fire code mandated monthly inspections and semi-annual 
servicing of the septic system, the east and west elevators, the emergency lights ( 
contract. There were kitchen repairs of $3,000 for repairing of all kitchen 
equipment, bed repairs, wheelchair repairs, emergency generator maintenance. 
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MR. ZELINSKI: Thank you. Through you, Madam President, item #2650 New 
Equipment went from $13,000 to almost $94,000. Could you just hit upon the 
major new equipment that is needed to substantiate that large increase? 

MR. ESPOSITO: 34 electric patient beds, those are beds that rise and fall 
electrically, at $1,300 apiece for $44,200. Various kitchen equipment for 
$9,000. East wing drapery replacement $6,900; those are the biggest items. 
Door monitor system for security facility $7,500. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: Does that answer your question, Mr. Zelinski? 

MR. ZELINSKI: Yes, thank you. 

MR. DeLUCA: Yes, I have several questions and I would appreciate when 
Representative Esposito starts giving me the answers he goes at a slow pace 
because the hour is late and I am getting a little tired and I would like to 
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be able to comprehend your replies. I'm looking at quite a few of these outside 
employment or part-time accounts and trying to comprehend why certain things 
are happening. Account 520.1118 Outside Employment AgenCies $75,000 seems to be 
a new item. Could you explain that one for me? 

MR. ESPOSITO: Yes, it is a new account due to vacancies of full-time and part­
time licensed nurses. They are forced to utilize outside agency nurses in order 
to comply with the staffing levels that are mandated by the Connecticut Public 
Health Code. These agencies have always been utilized. This is not a new 
expenditure. It's just that the account for the first time has been broken out 
for budgetary control purposes. There is a problem not only in the City of Stamford, 
but the State of Connecticut in filling nursing positions and due to that problem, 

<=:) they often go to the agencies. 

o 

MR. DeLUCA: Second item, we have part-time 520.1130, granted this item here is 
$241,000; previous year $238,000; small increase. I don't argue that one out 
too much but permanent part-time seems to be a new item for $159,OOO? 

MR. ESPOSITO: That's correct because again, this year the Finance Department 
has asked that the distinction be made between part-time and permanent part-time. 
If you work 20 hours or 1ess ••• 0.K. 

MR. DeLUCA: The idea is, in a couple of other accounts where we combined the 
two together, they more or less equal what the previous year's totals were, but 
this here seems to exceed the previous year's totals by $162,000. Permanent 
part-time we're having more staff. Outside employment agencies, we are going out 
and getting more people to meet certain staff developments. We got all these 
extra people coming in, could you rationalize why the overtime account hasn't 
gone down at all? The overtime account 520.1201 went up $5,000 from last year 
but yet we have a new account, Outside Employment Agency, which means we're 
going to get more people. You have a $159,000 for Permanent part-time help 
which means we're going to have more people. It would stand a reason that your 
overtime account should go down. 

MR. ESPOSITO: May I read some of the back-up from the overtime? Under current 
labor agreements, employes must be paid for all holidays worked at double time 
and one-half. There are now l4~ paid holidays. In addition, when employes 
full or part-time become suddenly ill, have accidents or absent due to other 
emergencies or when part-time employes are not available, they must schedule 
regular employes to work overtime in order to maintain staffing ratios mandated 
by the Public Health Code. 
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MR. ESPOSITO: (Continuing) Increases were granted during the current fiscal 
year to all registered nurses; four main areas of overtime pay-out in 
descending order of importance are the nursing 70%, maintenance 16%, dietary 
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8% and administrative clerical 5%. For the nursing in order to adhere to the 
State mandated minimum staffing requirements, the outside vacancies have to be 
staffed via any of the following methods: Some of them are overtime hold-overs, 
overtime double shifts or outside agency personnel. A good part of this, most 
of this, therefore, is due to the nursing shortage, the increases granted during 
the current fiscal year to all registered nurses which subseqnently :increased 
the amount of overtime. The nursing shortage has also increased the need for 
going to outside agencies and accounts for all of those increases. 

MR. DeLUCA: I'd like to make a recommended cut of $57,000 in the overtime 
account. It just doesn't make sense. We're going to have permanent part-time 
people; we're going to get people from the outside employment agencies which 
means you're going to have additional staff; permanent part-timers that means 
they are going to get additional fringe benefits. I'd like to make a Motion to 
reduce the overtime account by $57,000. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: Bringing that total to $100,000. There is a Second. 
We are now speaking to Mr. DeLuca's Motion. 

MRS. HAWE: I would just like to point-out to the Members concerning this 
recommended cut and any others that they might make. For their information, 
I would like to point-out the fact that whole entire Smith House Residence 
and Smith House Skilled Nursing Facility is 100% reimbursable, in fact, it is 
even more than 100% reimbursable. If you look at the revenues in the first 
book that we got, the revenues for the SNF exceeds the expenditures as does 
the Residence. I just would like to bring that to the Members as a point of 
information. 

MR. ESPOSITO: For the overtime, go back, there are l4~ City holidays for which 
the SNF must through overtime payments provide staff coverage. Each holiday for 
the l4~ averages $6,000 in overtime payments. That gives them a fixed overtime 
cost; just for the holidays a fixed overtime cost of $97,000. In addition to this 
fixed cost, overtime must be utilized to provide coverage in nursing dietary 
maintenance for illness, vacation, employe absences. This fiscal year's non­
holiday overtime expenditures have almost been $60,000 over and above holiday 
coverage so the $97,000 just takes care of the l4~ City holidays. Then another 
$60,000 is for the vacation, illness and employe absences. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: Thank you, Mr. Esposito. I remind the Representatives that 
we are speaking to Mr. DeLuca's Motion. 

MR. WIEDERLIGHT: Thank you, Madam President. I have to support Mr. DeLuca's 
Motion. When we look at last year's total salaries including salaries, outside 
employment agencies, part-time and permanent part-time, rounding it off to three 
zeros, you come to $1,944,000. This year's comes to $2,035,000 or an increase 
of $91,000. Most departments that we've been discussing this evening, we've 
been reducing in some manner, shape or form. Mr. DeLuca is being very generous 
in only reducing it by only $50,000 when, in fact, there has been a $91,000 
increase from last year to this year. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: Thank you, Mr. Wiederlight. 

( 

( 
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MR. BOCCUZZI: MOVE THE QUESTION. SECONDED. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: Moved and Seconded to Move the Question. All in favor of 
Moving the Question, please say aye. AYE. Opposed. We are now going to vote 
on Mr. DeLuca's Motion to delete $57,000 from the overtime account. 

MRS. SAXE: Madam Chairman, my vote is not working. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: How did you vote, Mrs. Saxe? 

MRS. SAXE: (inaudible) 

PRESIDENT SANTY: You are voting in favor of the Motion; so, you will be a yes 
vote. 

The Motion is CARRIED 22 yes, 17 no. 

MR. ESPOSITO: That would give us a bottom line of $3,164,858. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: Before you go on, we have other people that wish to speak. 

MR. GAIPA: Madam Chairman, I would like to go back to 1118 Outside Employment 
Agencies that Mr. DeLuca mentioned. Mr. Esposito mentioned that this was due to 
the nursing shortage and the use of outside agencies. I would like to make a 
Motion" that this amount be cut by $50,000. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: Your Motion is what, Mr. Gaipa? Repeat that. 

<=:> MR. GAIPA: 520.1118 be reduced by $50,000 . 

o 

PRESIDENT SANTY: There is a Second to your Motion, Mr. Gaipa. You may speak 
to that Motion if you would like. 

MR. GAIPA: Thank you. Two reasons, one is that, $75,000 is $6,250 a month 
'and this is a lot of money per month to be spending for an employment agency. 
Especially when we have an employment function in our own Personnel Department 
with experts and professionals in employment; so, I would rather see our Personnel 
staff that we're paying a salary to, participate in the hiring of nurses as well 
as any other position for the City. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: Thank you, Mr. Gaipa. Remind you, you are speaking to the Motion 
to cut that amount : 

MR. BLUM: I agree with Mr. Gaipa because I have here a couple of records here. 
There is quite a turnover of terminations of part-time workers at the Smith 
House Nursing Facility. Let me read you one month what has happened there. I 
think it bears looking into. Nursing assistants, nursing assistant, nursing 
assistant, registered nurse; these are part-time workers, resignations. Another 
big list here and another form • • • I'd just like to read to you what goes on at 
the Smith House. Resignations of part-time workers; 18, only out of the Smith House; 
nursing assistants, dishwashers, custodial help and I think that we ought to look 
into what's really happening at the Smith House. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: Mr. Blum, the Motion on the Floor is to delete $50,000 from 
the outside employment agency. 

MR. BLUM: I agree with Mr •••• 
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PRESIDENT SANTY: Thank you. 

MR. WIEDERLIGHT: I can't support to delete anymore money from the salaries 
account, which in essence,this really is even though it's shown as outside 
employment agencies. They are having difficulty in recruiting skilled nurses 
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to work up there. It is no secret. The only way that the¥ can get qualified 
personnel to handle the workload to take care of the people they must take care of, 
is to utilize the services of an outside employment agency and if we cut this money, 
they will not be able to have enough people up there to take care of the people 
that have to be taken care of; which eventually if we don't have the proper 
staffing and the proper staff to patient or resident level, it might even result 
in closing the Smith House. I think this would be a very bad move to cut anymore 
money out of any salary account that's going up there, when, in essence, this 
really is like a salary account. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: Thank you, Mr. Wiederlight. 

MR. ZELINSKI: Thank you, Madam President. Through you to Representative Esposito, 
could you please clarify specifically what the $75,000 is going to be spent for? 
I've heard different opinions. I want to know what that money exactly is going 
to be spent for? 

MR. ESPOSITO: To get outside agency nurses. Nurses outside of the agency so 
that they can comply with the staffing levels that are mandated by the Connecticut 
Public Health ••• 

MR. ZELINSKI: Madam President, there are too many cross-conversation here. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: I think Mr. Esposito mentioned this previously. Has your 
question been answered, Mr. Zelinski? 

MR. ZELINSKI: Not exactly, if I may, Representative Esposito, is this to pay 
for salaries of nurses •••• (inaudible) 

MR. ESPOSITO: Salary of nurses who are brought in from outside agencies. 

MR. ZELINSKI: Well, then, why wouldn't it be just under salaries? 

MR. ESPOSITO: It had been in the past. It use to be under salaries, it's not 
a new expenditure; it's always been used. It is that the request from the 
Finance Commissioner this year was to break-it out as a separate item. To 
take it out of the part-time salary accounts. 

MR. ZELINSKI: So, it is actually to pay for salaries. 

MR. ESPOSITO: No matter how much we cut from these accounts, it is not going 
to have an affect on the mill rate. Every penny that we are talking about here 
shows up in revenues and if you cut $50,000 from expenditures, that is $50,000 
cut from revenues. It's a wash. We could cut $200,000 and it is not going to 
have one iota affect on the mill rate. What we might be doing is short staffing 
the Smith House. That is about the only thing we're going to be doing. We are 
not going to be affecting the mill rate because every single penny and more, as 
a matter of fact, is accounted for in the revenues. 

( 

( 

PRESIDENT SANTY: Thank you, Mr. Esposito. Does that answer your question, 
Mr. Zelinski1 

( 
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MR. ZELINSKI: Yes, but i had another one, Madam President, if I may? 

PRESIDENT SANTY: Yes, certainly. 

MR. ZELINSKI: Thank you. Again, through you to Representative Esposito, the 
revenue ... 

PRESIDENT SANTY: Mr. Zelinski, we have a Motion on the Floor and I want you 
to be speaking to the $50,000 deletion from this account. Is it pertinent 
to that? 

MR. ZELINSKI: Madam President, it is pertinent because in order for me to 
vote yes or no on this item, comments have been made, you did not question 
Representative Esposito for making the comment about the revenue. If I want 
to ask a comment about the revenue, I don't think I'm out-of-order. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: The Chair did not rule you out-of-order. 

MR. ZELINSKI: You almost did. Your questioning if my question is pertinent. 
Now I've listened all evening with other people speaking and really, Madam 
President, I think you should ••• (inaudible) 

PRESIDENT SANTY: Continue, Mr. Zelinski, with your questioning. Through you 
to Representative Esposito, what is the source of revenue? 

MR. ESPOSITO: The State and the estimate that has been presented to us is 
that we would get back $3,317,512 on an expenditure of $3,224,608. 

MR. ZELINSKI: In other words from the State budget, we would be getting this? 

MR. ESPOSITO: That's correct. 

MR. ZELINSKI: Which is also taxpayers money. Thank you. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: Thank you. 

MR. DUDLEY: MOVE THE QUESTION. SECONDED. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: It has been Moved and Seconded to Move the Question. All in 
favor, please say aye. All opposed~ 1 no vote. We are going to Move 
the Question. I'd like to remind all the Representatives not in the room that 
we are going to be using the machine. You will vote up if you agree with Mr. Gaipa's 
Motion to delete $50,000 from the Outside Employment Agency account. No, if you 
don't agree with him. 

The Motion is DEFEATED 14 yes, 21 no. 

MR. TARZIA: Thank you, Madam Chairman. I'd like to make a Motion to reduce 
the amount on line 1118 by $25,000. SECONDED. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: A Motion has been made and Seconded to delete $25,000 from 
the account Outside Employment Agency. We are now addressing Mr. Tarzia's Motion. 
I have a list which I would like to go to and I hope I'll call on these people 
because they have been very patient if they would like to speak to this Motion. 



78. MINUTES OF MAY 12, 1982 - SPECIAL BUDGET MEETING 

MR. TARZIA: Thank you. I keep hearing from some of my esteem colleagues, 
with all due respect to them, this is free; it's from the State. Well, not 
too many years ago, Louie the XIV said, "You know, I'm the State." We know 
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what happened to France. I think people forget who the State is and keep saying C 
it's reimbursable and all this other baloney that I keep hearing all the time. 
Fine, I agree it's reimbursable but we are the State. Let's keep that in mind so 
when we vote on this, let's not think of whether it's coming from Hartford 
or Stamford, Connecticut; it's our money. So what we should be concerned with, 
is it something that is needed; is the $25,000 or $75 or whatever figure; that's 
what we should be concerned with is the appropriateness of the appropriation, 
not where it's coming from. Thank you. 

MRS. GOLDSTEIN: MOVE THE qUESTION. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: Mrs. Goldstein is first to speak to this Hotion. The Question 
has been Moved and Seconded. All in favor of Moving the Question, please say aye. 

Opposed? We are going to Move the Question. We are voting on Mr. Tarzia's 
Motion to delete $25,000 from the Outside Employment Agencies account. 

The Motion PASSED 19 yes, 16 no. I have another list of people that wanted to 
speak previously. I'll call your names, if not, you can just Pass. 

MRS. MAIHOCK: Through you, to Mr. Esposito, please, item 520.2920 Advertising. 
It's in the amount of $10,000. I would like to know how this money is spent; 
what kind of advertising, please? 

MR. ESPOSITO: There's a need to expound upon the critical shortage of RNs and 
LPNs and they have made every effort to attract qualified individuals to fill 
existing vacancies. They sent individual mailings to all schools and public 
health nurses offering summer employment and there have been no takers. The 
Personnel Department advertising budget is for all City departmental needs 
and is inadequate. An advertising campaign has been established. This campaign 
stresses frequency of advertising. They feel they must compete in the same 
marketplace as both area hospitals and nursing homes. By expending the monies 
out of the Smith House account, their accountant have informed us that all 
expenditures will be fully reimbursable. In other words, if we go to the 
Personnel Department and ask them to do the advertising, we don't get reimbursed. 
If we go through Smith House, since it's a Smith House expenditure, we do get 
reimbursed and I know that we are the State, therefore, it is our money and 
that's exactly why I would support this is because it is our money and I'd like 
to see it coming back to Stamford than go to New Haven. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: Thank you, Mr. Esposito. 

MRS. MAIHOCK: 520.2942 Travel expenses, those doubled in amount. Would you 
explain that, please? 

MR. ESPOSITO: Yes, more funds are needed to reimburse the staff for the use 
of their own vehicles on out-of-town travel on nursing home business such as 
training seminars and conferences. The increase is due to the new MAA contract 
which changed the mileage from l2¢ per mile to 25¢ per mile. It doubled. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: Thank you, Mr. Esposito. 

MRS. MAIHOCK: 520.5150 Professional consultants, it went from $5,000 to 
$21,000. Could you explain that, please? 

( 
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MR. ESPOSITO: The operating budget of the Smith House is totally reimbursed 
by either State or Federal Medicare or Medicaid. Both of the agencies which 
administer these program have established extremely complicated and lengthly 
standards of reporting which must be adhered to by any recipient facility. 
A good many of the rules and regulations for compliance are subject to 
interpretation. Such interpretation requires a standard of familiarization 
which is not shared by any City employee. The accounting firm of Enqualare, 
Soz and Lebnicky & Company is the premier medical accounting firm in the 
State of Connecticut. They are primarily accounts for over 100 of the 200 
licensed health care facilities in the State. This firm has the knowledge of 
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all State and Federal regulations which will absolutely maximize the reimbursements 
of the Smith House. They will be utilized to establish accounting reporting 
systems which will be fully aware of and comply with State, Federal, and local 
requirements. Of equal importance, the establishment of standard procedures of 
reporting will insure on time filing of •••• 

PRESIDENT SANTY: Excuse me, Mr. Esposito, we appreciate your explanation, but 
I think you may have satisfied Mrs. Msihock's question at this point. Has he, 
Mrs. Msihock? 

MRS. MAIHOCK: Yes, but I understand from what he said then that this is just a 
specialized section of that ••• our own, for instance, Personnel Department, or 
no facility in our City here could undertake this. It has to be specialized as 
you indicate ••••• 

MR. ESPOSITO: The point is that part of the problem in the past has been that 
we've tried to do it ourselves, and because the statutes are so complicated and 
the regulations are so complicated, what we have found that using our own person­
nel, we don't maximize the amount that we get back, that we're reimbursed. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: I want to remind the Representatives that we do not have a 
motion on the floor. These are just questions. The next speaker is Mrs. Hawe. 

MRS. HAWE: I pass. 

MRS. GERSHMAN: I pass. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: One last speaker, Mr. Blum? 

MR. BLUM: I would like to go back to Advertising. At one time, I cut out an 
advertisement for the recruitment of nurses for the Smith House. I sent a copy 
of this ad to our Personnel Department. The ad called for a nurse to report to 
the Smith House where they would make the application for the position, etc. 
Now, at another time, it was said to us that the Personnel Department wants to do 
all the Personnel work for all the City department. If this is so, then I feel 
that this advertising account, even though it is reimbursed, should be put into 
the Personnel Department. If not so, then we should cut it. I'd like to cut it 
by $2,000. I make that Motion to cut $2,000 from Acct. #520.2920. Seconded by 
Mrs. Conti. (Mr. Blum's microphone fell apart at this point.) 

MRS. GOLDSTEIN: Move the Question. Seconded. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: Those in favor of Moving the Question, please say Aye? Those 
Opposed? The Question is Moved. We will now vote on Mr. Blum's Motion to cut. 
The Motion has been DEFEATED with 8 Yes, 19 No. 
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MR. ZELINSKI: Through you, President Santy, to Rep. Esposito, a short time ago 
Rep. Maihock asked a question pertaining to Code 2942, which was Travel Expenses, 
and I believe you mentioned that this was for contractual obligations, as far as 
car allowances for the employees? 

MR. ESPOSITO: That is correct. 

MR. ZELINSKI: Wouldn't that be covered under #1220, which is Car Allowance, in 
a previous code? 

PRESIDENT SANTY: Mr. Esposito? While Mr. Esposito is researching that question, 
it is 20 after one o'clock in the morning, and I wish to remind you that 

MR. ESPOSITO: The difference between Car Allowance and Travel Expenses, is that 
Car Allowance is in-town travel, so that when the staff are using their own 
vehicles on nursing home business for in-town travel, they would use Car Allowance. 
When they leave town, as some of .!!!!. are likely to do, that would be Travel Expenses. 

MR. ZELINSKI: Again, through you Madam President, what reason, or what service 
could an employee of the Smith House give to the residents by going out of town 
on travel? Could you clarify that so I •••• 

MR. ESPOSITO: As I pOinted out before, on conferences, nursing home business, 
training seminars, conferences. 

MR. ZELINSKI: Well, excuse me, Madam President, through you, I know the hour is 
late, but this is a very large budget, and even though we are only talking maybe 

( 

to eliminate a couple of thousand or a couple of hundred dollars, we have to look ( 
at this as if it was our budget and we just can't keep spending. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: Mr. Zelinski, keep going. You don't have to explain. Just keep 
going. 

MR. ZELINSKI: Well, I wanted my colleagues to know my rationale. Mr. Esposito, 
2940 code is Conferences and Training, so you seem to be putting everything into 
one thing and then there are separate codes. 

MR. ESPOSITO: Conferences and Training pays for the registration fees at these 
conferences. In order to get there, you have to use the Travel Expense. 

MR. ZELINSKI: All right. I would like to make a Motion to cut $1,000 from 
Conferences and Training, 520.2940, and if there is a Second, I would like to 
explain my reason. SECONDED. Certainly we are all in favor of giving proper 
health care to the elderly, but again I think if people are hired, they should 
be hired because they know their job and know what they're doing, and I don't 
think it is necessary in these days to have to have additional training and go 
on conferences. I think it is a nice luxury, if we can afford it, but we have 
to draw the line and stop it. I hope this Motion passes. 

MRS. GERSHMAN: Often nurses, and particularly the nursing aides, are required to 
have in-service training as part of the State licensure, and also often the aides 
are trained out of town. They are not always trained in town, and I think perhaps 
some of these two expenses, these two items, go toward training nurses aides. ( 

MR. FLOUNDERS: Mrs. Gershman is absolutely right. The administrator and the 
assistant administrator are required to attend a minimum of 30 hours of continuing 
education annually at seminars and conferences in order to maintain their nursing 
home license. 
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MR. BOCCUZZI: Move the Question. Seconded. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: All in favor of Moving the Question? Opposed? The Question 
is Moved. We will now vote on Mr. Zelinski's Motion to delete $1,000 from 
account 520.2940. The Motion is DEFEATED with 3 Yes, 25 No. 

MR. TARZIA: At this time, considering that it is 1:22 A.M., I make a Motion 
to ADJOURN until tomorrow evening. Seconded. 

ADJOURNMENT : 

PRESIDENT SANTY: There p.as been aMotion made, and Seconded by many, to 
ADJOURN. It is not debatable. You can vote against it, if you do not wish 
to adjourn. We will use the machine. Vote UP for YES~ DOWN for NO. The 
Motion is APPROVED, with 22 Yes, 16 No. 

We will continue tomorrow night where we left off. We are still on Page 74 . 
The meeting will be at 7: 30 P.M. tomorrow night, May 13th, as per the 
original CALL. Thank you and drive safely. 

MR. ESPOSITO: Madam Chairman, tomorrow night, don't we s tart with the Phase-In 
first? 

PRESIDENT SANTY: No, we do not. 

PRESIDENT SANTY: The second notice went out, but two notices went out, but 
the first notice was the original Call of the Budget, and conferring with the · 
Parliamentarians, we have to finish the budget first, and then go into the 
Phase-In. 

The meeting was ADJOURNED at 1:25 A.M. 

APPBOVED: 

JI;S : HMM: AK 
Encls. 

Helen M. McEvoy, Administrative tant 
(and Recording Secretary) 

. 
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Deparment - (Made 5/12/82) 
Dept. Total Code & Account Amount of Cut Descr:l.ption 

~aiam!/~~U~ 
Town & Ci!:I Clerk o CUTS $ 257.171. C 210.-

Probate Court NO CUTS $ 7.900. 
220.-

Department of Law NO CUTS $ 440.388. 
230.-

Commissioner of Finance $ 214.4.93. 
240.2650 $ 1,100 .. New Equipment-Equipment " 

Group 24 - Controller NO CUTS $ 373.150. 

Bureau of Purchases NO CUTS 
243.-

$ 172.799. 

Central Services Department NO CUTS $ 140.923. 
244.-

Bureau of Data Process1ns NO ctrrs $ 500.237. 
245.- C , 
Finance - Grants Account NO CUTS 
248.-

$ 44.ll6 
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