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29. MINUTES OF MONDAY, JULY 6, 1981, REGULAR BOARD MEETING 

LEGISLATIVE AND RULES (continued) 

(6) FOR PUBLICATION - PROPOSED ORDINANCE SUPPLEMENTAL TO ESTABLISH THE 
POSITION OF RISK MANAGER. Maypr's letter 6[18/81. 

MR. ZELINSKI said the Committee made one change, on Page 2, Section 5. It 
now reads "The City shall announce the of this position by 
public advertisement at least ten days before a candidate is chosen in at 
least one newspaper of general circulation." The Committee voted to change 
the 10 days 30 days. He so MOVES. SECONDED. 

MR. FLOUNDERS asked what was the rationale in making this change, or is this 
just a gratuitous change? 

29. 

MR. ZELINSKI said the Committee felt sufficient time was needed between the 
time the advertisement appeared in the newspaper and the candidate sent in 
his application, ·was interviewed, and a specific candidate was chosen. That 
was the rationale. ·If many applications are received, there must be adequate 
time to process them properly. 

MR. POLLARD said to further answer Mr. Flounders, they discussed the matter 
with both Mr. Canino and Dr. Hoffman, and both agreed that 30 days would be 
a more appropriate period of time. 

MR. WIEDERLIGBT MOVED the Question. SECONDED. CARRIED. 

THE PRESIDENT said the question is to amend the ordinance to read 30 days 
rather than 10 days. She called for a voice vote and it CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

MR. ZELINSKI then MOVED for PUBLICATION. SECONDED. 

MR. BLUM could not attend the meeting as he had other commitments. He wonder­
ed if full research was done on this item. Just because two people, Mr. 
Canino and Dr. Hoffman were there, asking for this unclassified job, an 
appointed job. is this Board going to confirm this particular job, and he 
hears it is. Secondly, he MOVED to RE-COMMIT this for further research. 
SECONDED. His reason that this is a personnel item, and when he asked about 
staffing, Mr. Esposito told him the clerk-typist would be a classified job. 
After asking some questions, his understanding is that they want to be able to 
control this Risk Manager. Who is "they"? For five years, they are going to 
control one man? That is his reason to put back into committee - to research 
this item. 

MRS. CONTI said she supports this going back to Personnel to study this pOint. 

MR. WIEDERLIGBT said this matter should not be put back into committee. 
Thorough research was done by the Fiscal Committee, the Legislative and Rules 
COmmittee, and much diSCussion went on in the Personnel Committee, of which Mr. 
Blum is the Chairman, on the Risk Manager's position and on the City's insurance. 
A thorough study was done by the Risk Planning Group, who are insurance consult­
ants. The City paid about $27,000 for this Study. We all received their report 
To put this back in committee-is taking two steps backward in the City's 



30. MINUTES OF MONDAY, JULY 6, 1981, REGULAR BOARD MEETING 30. 

LEGISLATIVE AND RULES (continued) 

MR. FLOUNDERS said he, too, attended the meeting, and if all the programs that 
were enacted in the City were as well researched, and as thoroughly considered 
as this Total Risk MaI1!igement Program, we would be in very, very good shape in 
the City. We definitely need a Risk Manager. It is a prudent part of the 
program, not only to make the transition into the. new structure, the new insur­
ance structure which is going to save the City money, but the Risk Manager, 
himself or herself, can indeed mske an important contribution in keeping the 
risks down and to see that the ·City is well-covered in the future, which would 

_ be in contrast tothe kind of coverage we have had in the past, which in some 
cases has been inadequate, and in other cases,such as in the Board of Educa­
tion, has been over-kill. This is one instance where I feel the homework has 
been done for the Board. Ail the Board need do is support it, because it is 
prudent and those of us who attended the meeting were thoroughly convinced. 

MR. ROOS said he also attended that meeting, and when you think of what we had 
in insurance before, and what, hopefully, we will get is well worth having a 
Risk Manager. When you think that we were paying Agents actual fees for not 
doing anything. ·They were dividing the Agency fees and one was doing the work. 
It is beyond belief, the system we had. We are now going to over-come this, so 
let's get on with it. 

MRS. McINERNEY asked, in the interests of expediting matters, that we WAIVE 
PUBLICATION. 

THE PRESIDENT that can be done once they have resolved the issue of sending it 
back to committee. 

MR. BLUM said the remark was made that we had the consultants do the work for 
us, did the research for us, and there~ore, we do not have to send it back to 
committee. That was Mr. Wiederlight's remark. There have been many studies 
made, let us forget names, and they never used those studies that we paid dearly 
for. Here's another study, and they are saying this is what we should do. 
Let them do it, and they may have to admit to their mistake. 

THE PRESIDENT called for a vote on sending Item #6 back to committee. Voice 
vote indicated the NAYS had it, and it will not· be sent back to committee. 
DEFEATED. 

MRS. McINERNEY MOVED to WAIVE PUBLICATION of this proposed ordinance. SECONDED. 

MR. ZELINSKI asked his colleagues not to waive publication as the reasons for 
waiving publication are generally if a dire emergency exists, and this is not 
the case. Publication should not be omitted. 

MR. WIEDERLIGHT asked why Mrs. McInerney wished to waive publication. 

MRS. Mc·INERNEY said it was her understanding from an earlier report that it was 

( 

C) 

of the utmost importance to get this passed. If it is not, she will rescind her 
Motion. She asked Mr. Esposito if he agrees that .publication should be waived ,r-) 
to expedite this, or did she misunderstand, and we should only have publication. ~ ( 

MR. ESPOSITO said they did not look into that issue as it did not concern them. 

MRS. McINERNEY withdrew her Motion, as did the Seconder. 
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31. MINUTES OF MONDAY, JUL~ 6, 1981, REGULAR BOARD MEETING 

LEGISLATIVE AND RULES COMMITTEE, '(continued) 

THE PRESIDENT called for a vote on the publication of the ordinance to 
establish the position of Risk Manager, as amended. APPROVED by voice 
vote, with 2 abstentions, Mrs. Conti and Mr. Blum. 

MR. ZELINSKI MOVED the three items on the CONSENT AGENDA - #2, #4, #5. 
SECONDED. CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY . 

PERSONNEL COMMITTEE - Chairman David I. Blum 

(1) RATIFICATION OF AGREEMENT BETWEEN STAMFORD BOARD OF EDUCATION AND 
STAMFORD ADMINISTRATIVE UNIT. 

See Page 15 of these Minutes when this item was considered by the Board. 
APPROVED with 29 yes votes, and 5 abstentions, see page 16. 

(2) REPORT REGARDING IRE CHANGE OF JOB SPECIFICATIONS AS RELATES TO 
OUTSIDE PRACTICE FOR POSITION OF DEPUTY CORPORATION COUNSEL. ' 
Submitted by Rep. John J. Boccuzzi 6/5/81. 

MR. BLUM said his report is very short. The Committee met July 1, 1981 
and they listened to the respondents, mainly Majority Leader Boccuzzi, 
Barry Jay Boodman, and Personnel Director Sim Bernstein. As a result of 
that, they voted 4-0 to HOLD IN COMMITTEE and come back with written 
questions to send to the Personnel Director. 

PLANNING AND ZONING COMMITTEE - Chairman Donald T. Donahue 

MR. ooNAHTJi"We Committee met last Wednesday with Mrs. Guroian, Mr. Wider, 

31. 

and Mr. Donahue in attendance . Items 1 through 4 are HELD IN COMMITTEE 
pending certification and inspection. Item #5 is HELD IN COMMITTEE pending an 
amendment. 

(1) ACCEPTANCE OF BUTTERNUT LANE as a City Street - Submitted by City 
Engineer Wm. Sabia 5/14/81. 

HELD IN COMMITTEE. 

(2) ACCEPTANCE OF MALIBU ROAD as a City Street - Submitted by City Engineer 
Wm. Sabia 5/14/81. 

HELD IN COMMITTEE. 

(3) ACCEP~CE OF CHATHAM ROAD as a ' City Street - Submitted by City Engineer 
Wm. Sabia 5/14/81 . 

HELD IN COMMITTEE. 

(4) ACCEPTANCE OF NORTHWOOD LANE as a City Street- Submitted .by City Engineer 
Wm. Sabia 5/14/81. 

HELD IN COMMITTEE. 
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PLANNING AND ZONING (continued) 

(5) FOR PUBLICATION - PROPOSED ORDINANCE 'SUPPLEMENTAL TO CONTROL AND REGULATE 
EXCAVATION, FILLING AND GRADING. Submitted by Rep. McInerney 6716/81. 

HELD IN COMMITTEE. 

(6) PURSUANT TO SECTION 640 OF THE CHARTER, PETITION TO DISCONTINUE ALLYN 
PLACE AS A PUBLIC HIGIMAY. Letter from Atty. E. Gaynor Brennan, Jr., 
6/18/81, enclosing ''Notice of Intent". 

MR. DONAHUE said 1/6 is a resolution regarding the ' discontinuance of Allyn 
Place as a public highway, and the Committee voted 3 in favor and none opposed, 
they recommend approval. MOVED. SECONDED • 

THE PRESIDENT said Mr. Livingston has now joined the meeting, and we now 
have 32 members present. 

THE PRESIDENT called for a vote on Item 1/6 approving the petition regarding 
Allyn Place. 

MR. BLUM asked how many residents are now on Allyn Place, as he recalls 
people living there. 

MR. DONAHUE said currently all the properties adjoining Allyn Place have been 
purchased by Trizec-Stamford-Goldfeld Company. They will be sole landowners, 
if they are not already, who are affected by this discontinuance, and they 
have petitioned for it. He would also add that this does not commit us to 
anything other than the Mayor submitting a report recommending either approval 
or denial of the discontinuance of Allyn Place as a City Street. 

THE PRESIDENT called for a vote. APPROVED by voice vote UNANIMOUSLY. 

PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE - Co-Chairmen Alfred Perillo and Everett Pollard 

(1) MATTER OF ADDITIONAL STREET LIGHTING. Requested by Mayor 1/27/81. 

MR. PERILLO said due to previous commitments by the Public Works Commissioner, . 
the Committee did not meet this month. However, Mr. Perillo did meet with the 
Commissioner on different occasions, and he would like to give a minority report 
on the issue of the matter of additional street lighting. 

MR. PERILLO had a letter of transmittal from the Commissioner: "Please be 
advised that the City has authorized no additional street light installations 

' during the last y,ear and a half. There has been no exception to this. This 
month, I have before the Board, of Finance the transfer of $60,000 into this 
account because utility costs for the last four months have exceeded our budget 
for the year. Based on cost escalation and the fact that HELCO is before the 
PUCA for an additional 19% increase, I know that our budget for 1981-82 will 
be insufficient. 

c 
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33. MINUTES OF MONDAY,. JULY 6, 1981, REGULAR BOARD MEETING 33. 

PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE (continued) 

MR. PERILLO said Commissioner Spaulding goes on to say: "While I sympathize 
with many of you~ requests for more street lighting, I have not approved any 
street lights since I have assumed ' office. , I believe that you are aware that 
the Mayor has requested that the Board of Representatives name a committee to 
study this matter, and I assure you that you are aware that Public Works has 
requested an Utilitie~ Representative in this year's budget, twice turned 
down by the Board of Finance, and that position is requested before~ext year's 
Operating Budget. One'of the functions of this individual is to reduce street 
lighting costs,and to evaluate where they ' are most critically needed, and then 
install the most cost-efficient types. Now, after that becomes a fact, then we 
can go out to requests from different Representatives for street lighting. 
Until then, there is ~o action" taken by the City." 

MR. PERILLO said that is from the Public Works Commissioner. 

THE PRESIDENT said that she would like to indicate that she, as Chair, would 
ask the Public Works Committee to' discuss ·with the Commissioner and the Mayor 
the philosophical problem that seems to be facing the administration as to 
whether it is desirable to have additional street lighting. 

MR. PERILLO said fine, but their position again is that he is seeking a 
Utilities Representative who will do this study for the City and determine 
where can we save and where can we add; and until he gets that, he will meet 
with the Committee at any time we so choose;butthis time he happened to be 
commUted to another City agency. 

THE PRESIDENT said she did receive a letter several months ago from the Mayor 
and in the letter from the Mayor, or the Public Works Commissioner, it was 
indicated that they would not take a position in this regard until a special 
committee design~ted by the President of the Board met in this regard. And I 
am designating the Public Works Committee to meet with them because I feel the 
Public Works Committee of this Board is best equipped to do that. And if they 
are stating they will not move until this philosophical issue, these are the 
additional lights, is resolved, then I think we ought to resolve it. 

MR. PERILLO said he would handle it as requested by the President. 

MRS. MAIHOCK said this particular issue affects her district, and she has had 
requests from her constituents for street lights for purposes of safety. If 
you driv~ into the North Country at night, you will find there are very few 
lights. If you drive around the City, as I do on my way home at night, the 
City streets are well-lighted downtown. This situation must be resolved be­
cause there are places in North Stamford that must have street lights for 
safety reasons. 

MRS. SANTY said about a year and a half ago, she and Mrs. Signore requested 
ONE street light on one street that was very, very dark. They had one, but 
they needed another one for safety reasons, vandalism, etc. She met with the 
Public Works CQmmissioner several t~s and the answer was No, and he is not 
putting in any street lights, and these people all signed a petition because 
everyone in the neighborhood has to agree before one street light can be put in. 
They all practically begged for it; but he said No. I wish that Mr. Perillo 
would find the answer to this. Because it seems to me if everyone wants it 
on that street and there is safety, and proven vandalism, they should be able to 
get it as taxpayers. 



34. MINUTES OF MONDAY, JULY '6, '1981, REGULAR BOARD MEETING 34. 

PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE · (continued) 

MR. BLAIS said he can understand the need for street lights in the various 
districts, b~he has a concern about the types of street lights going in. 
He would like direct instruction given to the Committee to look into the 
hazards of sodium lights. It is known that they kill plants, but it is not 
known what they do to people. 

THE PRESIDENT said that someone who speaks that way, who has just joined the 
Board, has a tendency to be placed on the Committee. She will discuss this 
with Mr. Blais after the meeting and she is delighted to know he has an 
interest in this area. 

MR. ZELINSKI said he, 
was not forthcoming. 
addressed now. 

too, asked for ONE street light in his district, and it 
This is something that must be addressed, and must be 

THE PRESIDENT said she 'is pleased that the Board has had an opportunity to 
briefly discuss this. It certainly appears to be of deep concern here, and 
if the philosophical issue can just be resolved, perhaps then they can get to 
the practical issue. 

MR. PERILLO said they would have a Committee meeting on this subject. 

HEALTH AND PROTECTION COMMITTEE - Chairwoman Jeanne-Lois Santy 

(1) FOR FINAL ADOPTION - PROPOSED ORDINANCE SUPPLEMENTAL ADOPTING REGULATIONS 
RESTRICTING USE OF WATER DURING WATER SHORTAGE. Submitted by Mayor 
Clapes. Held in Committee since January, 1981. 

MRS. SANTY said the Committee is aware of the water shortage, and as of today, 
we have 67% (Mr. Perillo said 71%) at 4:00 P.M. (at 6:30 news, he said it was 
71%). They had two meetings this month and they hope to have the ordinance in 
the hands of' the Board next month for action at the September meeting. 

(2) REPORT ON CREATION OF EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICE DEPARTMENT. 

MRS. SANTY said there is no report on this item. 

(3) MATTER OF AGENT ORANGE VICTIMS. Submitted by Rep. Lois Santy May, 1981. 

MRS. SANTY said they met twice this month, on June 24th and June 30th. 
On June 30th, members attending were Reps. Mildred Perillo, David Blum, and 
Lois Santy. Paul Dziezyc and Pat Joyce. were both out-of-town. Roger Pappas 
and James Sparrow gave t~eir presentation to the COMMITTEE on AGENT ORANGE 
VICTIMS INTERNAT·IONAL. Mr. Pappas 1.s vice-president of the national and 
international group, and James Sparrow is president of the Connecticut Chapter. 
It is a non-profit, humanitarian organization dedicated to seeking out and help-

( 

ing Viet Nam veterans and their fami~ies who have been affected by AGENT ORANGE, C-
other name is DIOXIN. This organization was founded in Stamford by Paul ) 
Reuthersham, ' a Stamford native, who died of cancer at age 28. These gentle-
men run the Connecticut Chapter and information clearing house from their 
home ahd are seeking help from the City. It was a very informative discussion. 
What the Committee recommends is that they give their presentation to the 
Health Commission, the Environmental Protection Board, and the local service 
clubs to see what help they can get in that catego!y. This will stay in Commit-
tee awaiting a report back from them, probably by late Fall. On your desk 
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35. MINUTES OF MONDAY, JULY 6, 1981 i REGULAR BOARD ME'rETING 35. 

HEALTH AND PROTECTION (continued) 

MRS. SANTY continuing regarding AGENT ORANGE: tonight, apparently Mr. Sparrow 
distributed' to everyone literature on the subject. We are also all invited at 
any time to that address on Cove Road to visit and see what, the action is going 
on. The little' orange ribbon on your microphones put on by a little angel denotes 
the orange band around the chemical Dioxin, in memory of all the veterans that 
died in the Viet Nam War or had problems with that. 

On June 24th, members attending the meeting were Reps. Mildred Perillo, Paul 
Dziezyc, David Blum, and Lois Santy. Also present were John Boccuzzi, Corpora­
tion Counsel Len Cookney, and Dolphin Cove residents representing their 
asso~ion, Elizabeth and Dura Sweeney and Werner Gubelin. 

(4) REPORT ON DOPHIN COVER WATER SUPPLY. Submitted by Rep. Boccuzzi 6/5/81. 

MRS. SANTY said after a lengthy d~scussion and information from Corporation 
Counsel, it was decided that Rep. Boccuzzi and myself would meet with Corpora­
tion Counsel and the Public Works Commissioner, and that meeting is scheduled 
for this Wednesday at four o'clock. This item will stay in committee until 
next month. 

PARKS AND RECREATION COMMITTEE - Chairman Robert "Gabe" DeLuca 

MR. DeLUCA said his committee met on Tuesday, June 30th. Attending the meet­
ing were Reps. Pollard, Rinaldi, Perillo and DeLuca. Items #2 and #5 are MOVED 
to the CONSENT AGENDA. 

Mr. DeLuca said that the new Traffic Director, Jim Ford, has assured him that 
on August 1st, the new banner poles will be installed at Latham Park, so we 
will now have two locations at which to hang banners. 

(1) MATTER OF MEETING WITH THE POLICE, PARK COMMISSION AND RECREATION COMMIS­
SION IN REGARD TO PRESERVING OUR PARKS AND RECREATIONAL FACILITIES. 
Submitted by Rep. Robert "Gabe" DeLuca 6/9/81. 

MR. DeLUCA said they had a meeting, and in attendance were Supt. of Parks Bob 
Cook, Recreation Supt. Bruno Giordano, Acting Chief Considine, and Captain 
D'Agostino. He has a report which outlines some of the problems discussed and 
he will hand it to Mrs. McEvoy to reproduce and send to all members of the 
Board, as well as the others who attended the meeting. It is getting late so 
he will not read it now. 

(2) REQUEST FROM PEOPLE'S SAVINGS BANK TO HANG BANNER ON SUMMER ST. FROM 
JULY 30th through AUGUST 30th - REGARDING THE J. WALTER KENNEDY MEMORIAL 
CITY AMATEUR GOLF CHAMPIONSHIP. Submitted by Jas. D. Polito 6/9/81. 

APPROVED ON CONSENT AGENDA. 
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PARKS AND RECREATION (continued) 

(3) 

MR. DeLUCA said the Committee voted 4 in favor and none opposed to HOLD IN 
COMMITTEE for another month, based on recommendations of Parks Supt. Bob 
Cook and Recreation Supt. Bruno Giordano, because they are still having a 
problem with the rubber matting at the park completed. Rather than us tak­
ing over the park and usihg City funds, the Community Development funds 
can be used to do this, so it is being held. 

(4) FEES FOR PARKING PERMITS FOR CARS AT CITY PARKS ON A ONE 
FOR EMPLOYEES OF CORPORATIONS READ UARTERED IN STAMFORD. 
E. Condon, Parks Dept. Business Manager 6/22 81. 

(1) DAY BASIS 
Letter from 

MR. DeLUCA said everyone received a letter from Supt. Cook whereby any cor­
poration who wishes to sponsor a picnic at our City parks, will be issued a 
one-day parking permit, limited to 50 such permits to be issued for anyone 
day for anyone park, and the fee will be ONE DOLLAR ($1.00). The Committee 
voted 4 in favor, none opposed, to approve this fee, and he so MOVES. SECONDED. 

THE PRESIDENT called for a vote on Item 84. APPROVED by voice vote unanimously. 

MR. DeLUCA MOVED for approval of the CONSENT AGENDA: Items 2 and 5. CARRIED. 
SECONDED. APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY. 

(5) REQUEST FROM KIWANIS CLUB OF STAMFORD TO HANG BANNER ON SUMMER ST. FROM 
AUGUST 1st to AUGUST 22, 1981, ON KIWANIS YOUTH THEATRE PRESENTATION OF 
"FINIAN'S RAINBOW" - submitted by John H. Roos, 10th Dist. Rep. 

APPROVED ON CONSENT AGENDA. 

THE PRESIDENT thanked Mr. DeLuca, and said that this Board is in receipt of 
many reports from him over many months, and the kind of work he does behind 
the scenes and informs the Board of, is very welcome. 

EDUCATION, WELFARE AND GOVERNMENT COMMITTEE - Chairman Robert Fauteux 

NO REPORT. 

SEWER COMMITTEE - Chairman Michael Wieder light 

NO REPORT. 

c 
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37. MINUTES OF MONDAY, JULY 6, 1981, REGULAR BOARD MEETING 37. 

PUBLIC HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE - Co-Chairmen Wider & Darer 

(1) INQUIRY INTO AUDITOR'S REPORT OF THE COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM AS IT 
RELATES TO SUCH PRACTICES AS VACATIONS, COMPENSATORY 'TIME, AND WAGE 
INCREASES FOR NON-CIVIL SERVANTS. Submitted by Rep. Blum 5/12/81. 

MR. WIDER said his committee met on June lOth. Invited guests at that meet­
ing were Mayor Clapes, Mr. Hoffman, Mr. Cookney, and Mr. ,Ruszkowski; also 
Ms. Mitchell, Mr. Farina, and Bob Johnson. Members of the Board present were: 
Reps. John Zelinski, Sandra Goldstein, David Blum, John Kunsaw. Committee 
members were: Handy Dixon, John Roos, Annie Summerville, Stanley Darer, and 
Lathon Wider. 

MR. WIDER said he had Barbara Miller, the Researcher, do some research in 
cities: Norwalk, Bridgeport, and Stamford, and she brought back a report. 
asked her to make a report ouhow Community Development was organized and 
did that, and he has that report if anyone wants to see it. 

three 
He 

she 

All the pros and cons of the Internal Audit Report were discussed, and Mr. 
Wider said there were many questions and many answers given. And weighing 

' out the fact that there was no City personnel policy given to Ms. Mitchell in 
the organization of the Community Development Program, we find that she had 
been able to develop and carry out a fantastic program by bringing in well­
qualified people, including one of those people who is now working in Washing­
ton, D.C. in the Office of Budget and Management. 

After listening to the total pros and cons of the audit, the committee voted 
4 in favor and 1 abstention that there be no further investigation of the 
Stamford Community Development Program. 

MR. ZELINSKI said he is not a little concerned; he is very concerned at the 
conduct of the co-chairmen of this particular committee on this particular 
item. First of all, a notice was sent out on May 21st to just the members 
of their committee and to the Town Clerk. It was not sent out, as has been 
the practice and policy of this Board, to each and every Representative of 
every committee meeting of this 16th Board of Representatives. 

MR. ZELINSKI said, secondly, when he arrived there that evening, he was handed 
an agenda and format, which said that each of the people invited there would 
have five minutes of presentation, and then "The Public and Housing Committee 
will direct questions to the invited officials; then when the Committee has 
completed its questions, any person who has further questions to ask, will 
write them on paper and pass ' them to the chairpersons to be read. All ques­
tions must refer to a page in the audit to make it easier to respond to." 

MR. ZELINSKI said this is an outrage and he was personally insulted at that 
meeting. He had never recalled, since he has been on this Board of Repre­
sentatives, that any committee that any member of the Board attended, had to 
put a question in writing before they could have that question answered. 
He is very upset. He was not allowed to ask questions. He had to put them in 
writing to begin with. When he wanted to follow up with a second question, 'he 
was told to be quiet, and it was very insulting, and that is not the way a 
committee of this Board should operate. He would also like to mention that . 
both co-chairmen of that committee were highly prejudiced; they did not want the 
inquiry to begin with; in Steering, they voted against it; and throughout the 
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PUBLIC HOUSING & COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT (continued) ( 
MR. ZELINSKI, continuing: whole time that Mr. Zelinski was there, which was 
approximately two hours, the Auditor was cross-examined and belittled about his 
report, rather than questioning the Community Development Director Nancy Mitchell 
regarding the points that were raised by the Audit~r. Also Commissioner Hoffman 
was admonished to a smaller degree asking why he even asked for the audit in the 
first place, and why aren't other City Departments audited. That wasn't the 
purpose of the Steering Committee setting up to have this particular item on the 
Agenda, and the inquiry. The whole thing is a white-wash and Mr. Zelinski finds 
it personally insulting that it came to the point, after two hours, of being 
frustrated and not being able to talk, that he left the meeting. He hopes that 
the President and the Leadership of the Board will see to it that the co-chairmen 
of that committee will never repeat this sort of thing. 

MR. WIDER said he read the agenda to the committee, and they voted to adopt the 
agenda, snd they proceeded according to the agenda. That was done because they 
had an audit of some 300 pages and they had to know to whom to direct the questions 
to answer, and this was an attempt to run an orderly meeting instead of having;chaddc 
meeting like some have. It really turned into that anyway, because some people 
insisted. 

MR. LIVINGSTON said the only thing that really disturbs him is that some of the 
, comments that were made, if any members are frustrated at a meeting, or something 
like that, that should have been brought up in the Caucus Room, or that the Presi­
dent herself should have been told about this. We have had committee meetings 
before with the committee requesting that the questions be asked in writing. He 
doesn't see why Mr. Wider's committee couldn't do the same thing. It disturbs him 
to hear such words as white-wash. 

THE PRESIDENT said she will confer with the Majority and Minority Leaders and the 
people :f,n q'lE!stion to resolve this. She does not want to discuss this any more 
since there is no motion in this regard, and they just had a very brief report. 
She told Mr. Blum that since there was no motion on the floor, there was no reason 
for him to speak, even though he attended the meeting. 

(2) RESOLUTION DETERMINING THAT THERE IS A NEED FOR THE NORTH STREET ELDERLY 
HOUSING PROJECT SITE IN AN AMOUNT AT LEAST EQUAL TO THE NUMBER OF UNITS 
TO BE BUILT. Letter from Margot Wormser, Housing Authority, 6/l6/Sl. 

MR. WIDER said this is being HELD IN COMMITTEE. 

(3) PROPOSED RESOLUTION APPROVING PROPOSED HOUSING SITE DEVELOPMENT AGENCY'S 
PLAN FOR NORTH STREET SITE. Margot Wormser's letter 6/l6/Sl, Housing Auth. 

MR. WIDER said Item /13 is also being HELD IN COMMITTEE. 

(4) PROBLEMS OF TENANTS LIVING IN STATE, FEDER4LLY AND HUn SUBSIDIZED HOUSING. 
Submitted by E. Birch, Chairperson, Tenants' Coalition, 5/20/Sl. 

MR. WIDER said the tenants from the Wm. C. Ward Homes, from Oak Park, and St. 
John's Towers who appeared before the Committee looking for an avenue where they 
could obtain funds for security. It was pointed out very vividly that people are 
afraid in housing, and not only in public housing, where there is a great concen­
tration of people living. The Committee was able to make suggestions as to how 
they might proceed to achieve their goals. 

o 
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PUBLIC HOUSING & COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT (continued) 

(5) DISCUSSION ON IMPACT OF -COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITIES AS RESULT OF THE 
PROPOSED FEDERAL BUDGET CUTS. Mayor's letter 6/18/81. 

MR. WIDER said this was a Progress Report on the Community Development's Program 
and the impact that the President's budget will have on the programs. It was 
reported that many of the programs that are indepp.ndently-funded, would be coming 
under COllllDunity Development, and many would be eliminated. We will have to take 
on some new ones. In the future, all grant programs will have to be audited 
through the City, and have to become a part of the City audit. That includes 
Community Development, CTE, and all of the other funded programs will have to be 
audited under the City. 

MR. WIDER said we have our biennial progress activity report of Community Develop­
ment, and a copy will be made available in the office. If you would like a 
personal copy, just ask for it, and we will be glad to see that you get one. 
The main fact is that a lot of this bulk mail is so expensive that a lot of things 
are going on the bulletin board here in the office and we wilT have to, by dire 
necessity, bring this out. Mr. Dixon pointed out in our meeting that to mail out -
those forty copies at close to $7.00 per psck, by the time printing and mailing 
costs come out, would be impermissible. If you want to review this report, we will 
have a copy in the office. There are some very important factors involved here that 
the members need to know about. 

(6) SUBMITTAL OF THE STAMFORD COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM SEMI-ANNUAL PROGRESS 
~ REPORT. Mayor's letter 6/18/81. 

MR. WIDER went on to say, in further discussing item #6, that they do have a little 
problem here that they do not know how to handle. They have an agency that is not 
Civil Service and they are not City employees, they are in-between, and they do not 
know what they are. It is a real problem in trying to employ people because when 
they send them from the Personnel Department up to COllllDunity Development to be 
employed, they think that they are being employed as a City employee,and when they 
are told that they are not City employees, they immediately do not want the job. 
So right now we have five vacancies open, and they are much needed vacancies be­
cause these programs cannot run without people. Most of our employees that come to 
the City of Stamford have gone on andgot better jobs. 

THE PRESIDENT said that question of Civil Service status to all of these agencies 
has been something that the Personnel Committee has been trying to grapple with, 
and it is present not only in Community Development but in other departmenmthat 
are not under those auspices. 

MR. WIDER said the reason he is really putting emphasis on this is that if we do 
not prove to the government that we can carry out the program, ~e have a chance of 
losing the grant. We stand a very good possibility of losing $1.4 million, so we 
have to address this problem if we want to keep the money. That's why I am inform­
ing the Board that we do have these problems. 

MR. BLUM made a Point of Order. He asked if that could be called a report. He 
tried to get up on the floor to give a report and found himself challenged by the 
President every night. Here is a man that gave a report regarding personnel. Mr. 
Blum can show him about some 700-odd employees that are not Civil Service employees 
that the Personnel Commission is taking care of. Mr. Blum does not think that report 
belongs in Mr. Wider's Committee ••••• 
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PUBLIC HOUSING & COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT (continued) 

THE PRESIDENT said she called that a 'report, and said Mr. Dziezyc was the next 
speaker. 

MR. DZIEZYC said the Community Development Program put an ad in the local news­
paper Monday, today. They are issuing an invitation to graphic design firms to 
submit proposals and cost estimates to design and publish the SCDP Year VI Annual 
Report. I want to know why aren't they using City facilities to save money. 
They are going out to get an expensive report from a graphic design firm. 

THE PRESIDENT asked Hr. Wider if he were at all familiar with this, because if he 
is not, he can take the ad and do research on it. 

MR. WIDER said he was not familiar with this being done and he appreciates Mr. 
~ziezyc's bringing it to his attention. If he will share it with Hr. Wider, 
as he happened to miss that, he will question it and find out. 

THE PRESIDENT asked that he check it out and report to the Board about it in 
writing. 

URBAN RENF.WAL COMMITTEE - Chairman Richard Fasanelli 

(1) REPORT FROM THE URBAN REDEVELOPMENT COMMISSION ON PROGRESS AS TO BLOCKS 
8 and 9. Submitted by Rep. H. Wiederlight 6/17/81. 

MR. FASANELLI said it has been so long since he gave a committee report that he 
almost forgot how. Mr. Fasanelli has submitted eleven questions to the URC that 
concerned Blocks 8 and 9 in regard to Mr. Wiederlight's direction. Everyone has 
received copies of the four-page response from the URC answering those questions 
and explaining the progress on Blocks 8 and 9 pretty well. He found it satis­
factory, but if anyone has any questions in that regard, or has an additional 
questions they would like answered, he would be more than happy to attempt to 
assist them. 

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION COMMITTEE - Chairwoman Audrey Maihock 

MRS. MAIHOCK said she had a brief comment on the gypsy moth. With great relief, 
she said, we have passed the caterpillar stage of the gypsy moth in Stamford. 
However, egg cases are once again appearing on our trees which wiL4alas,again 
require removal for control purposes by next year. Through the conscientious 
efforts and the ingenious preventive methods of our residents, we seem to have 
experienced less defoliation from the gypsy moth than we had expected in some 
districts. 

THE PRESIDENT thanked Mrs. Maihock for her report, and she is sure it is in no 
small part due to the information she imparted to the group and to the people 
who were listening on the air at that time. 

( 

o 
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~ CHARTER REVISION AND ORDINANCE COMMITTEE - Co-Chairpersons Hogan and Guroian 

o 

(1) TO CONSIDER AND ACT UPON' THE PROPOSED CHARTER AMENDMENTS AS SUBMITTED TO 
THE 16th BOARD OF REPRESENTATIVES BY THE 12th CHARTER REVISION COMMISSION. 

THE PRESIDENT said this has already been considered. See Page 11 of these Minutes. 
Ii-" 

SPECIAL COMMITTEES 

HOUSE COMMITTEE - Chairwoman Doris Bowlby 

THE PRESIDENT said she would like to mention that Mr. Rybnick has done some 
really valuable work in relation to our emblems that some of you may not be 
aware of. 

MR. RYNBICK said this matter was taken up with Purchasing Agent Canino. Mrs. 
Goldstein asked him to look into decals and they have one coming. It is 3" wide 
and 411;" high. The backing is clear plastic with all lettering and the seal is 
in black print. This is a peel-off type decal which may be affixed to any inside 
window area of a vehicle where legal. The cost is $150.00. 

THE PRESIDENT said it is not $150.00 per decal, however. She said there are 
many people on the Board who have problems parking if they are using a car that 
doesn't have the car plaque .• 

MR. RYBNICK said the other thing is parking around the City Hall where there isn't 
sufficient parking in ~he back lot. Mr. Ford has advised him today that he is 
going to put signs up across the street where we can use it at night, and there 
will be signs stating that there will be no parking between 7:00 A.M. and 6:00 P.M.; 
and after 6:00 P.M., we can use the area across the street. 

In the not too distant future, Federal Street will become a one-way street, and 
Mr. Ford will make parking slots in angle form and those angle forms along the 
Municipal Office Building will be left for the Board of Representatives, or people 
in the City department here. 
MS. SUMMERVILLE suggested Mr. Rybnick ask if Mr. Ford will be able to enforce those 
signs because, as one will notice, out front now, there is parking for the Board of 
Representatives, but the Federal Government's postal workers have monopolized that 
whole area no matter what meeting we are .having. If there is an emergency on 
Saturdays, we cannot park there. Please have this looked into, so that in some way 
the postal workers cannot park in those spaces allocated to Board members. 

MR. FLOUNDERS is glad to hear that there is going to be additional parking, as park­
ing has become a very serious problem. He wonders why the gate has not been working 
for the last few meetings. With the gate open, we don't stand a chance because lots 
of cars can get in before the Board members arrive. 

TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE - Chairman Patrick Joyce 

NO REPORT. 
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ON-SITE REFUSE CONVERSION STUDY COMMITTEE - Chairman Fiorenzio Corbo 

NO REPORT. 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE MAYOR 

NONE. 

RESOLUTIONS: 

(1) SENSE-OF-THE-BOARD RESOLUTION CONCERNING THE PRESERVATION OF THE OCTAGON 
HOUSE LOCATED AT 120 STRAWBERRY HILL AVENUE. Submitted by Rep. John 
Zelinski 6/22/81. 

MR. ZELINSKI read the Resolution and MOVED for its approval. He asked that 
a copy of it be sent to Dr. Nemoitin, President of the Historicsl Society, 
and Mr. Frank Mercede of Mercede & Son, owners of the property. SECONDED. 

THE PRESIDENT called for a vote.> APPROVED by voice vote, with 4 NO votes, 
being Ms. Summerville, Mr. Roos, Mrs. Perillo and Mr. Wiederlight. 

PETITIONS 

NONE. 

ACCEPTANCE OF THE MINUTES 

May 12, 1981 Special Meeting. MOVED. SECONDED. 

MR. ZELINSKI asked about the corrections that he called in to Ms. Summerville 
and if they were made. 

MS. SUMMERVILLE said Mr. Zelinski requested that his opening statement in the 
Special Budget Meeting be added verbatim, and I have instructed the staff to do 
so. The order has been given but I cannot assure you that it has been done. 

MR. ZELINSKI that was satisfactory, as long as they are included. 

( 
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ACCEPTANCE OF THE MINUTES (continued) 

Below are the verbatim remarks of Mr • . Zelinski in his opening statement at 
the Special Budget Meeting of May 12, 1981: 

42. 

"MR. ZELINSKI said he would like to commend the Fiscal Committee for the long 
hours they spent going over the Budget. Having served on the Fiscal Committee 
of the previous Board, he knows what they went through. However, hearing the 
cuts recommended by the Fiscal Committee, he is disappointed, and he knows our 
Stamford taxpayers will be as well. Therefore, we are representatives of the 
Stamford taxpayers, ~lected by them, and must cut approximately $5 Million 
from the Budget to insure that there will be no tax increase. 

Stamford's population has decreased from 107,000 to 101,000, a loss of 6,000 
people. If taxes are increased, we will lose more people and the remaining 
taxpayers will again be paying more, because there will be less people to tax. 
The bottom line is, we have a choice tonight, either cut the proposed budget 
and keep the taxes stable, or don't cut adequately and there will be a large 
tax increase. In today's economy, we must help and be concerned about the poor 
and midcl,le-income taxpayers." 

THE PRESIDENT called for a vote on the Acceptance of the Minutes of May 12, 1981 
with Mr. Zelinski's amendment. CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

May 13, 1981 Adjourned Special Budget Meeting. 

MOVED. SECONDED. CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

May 30, 1981 SpeCial Meeting 

MOVED. SECONDED. CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

June 1, 1981 Regular Meeting. 

MOVED. SECONDED. 

Several members said they just got these minutes and needed time to read them. 

THE PRESIDENT said we would hold the June 1, 1981 Minutes until next month. 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM OTHER BOARDS and INDIVIDUALS 

MR. BLUM said he wished to bring up a communication he received from the 
STAMFORD ADVOCATE. He sometimes wonders after she (Rhonda Orin) listens 
to our Board meeting tonight, whether "who do you think ia the best Repre­
sentative", and "Who do you think is the worst". Mr. Blum says he thinks 
he is the best dressed. He then MOVED for ADJOURNMENT. 
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OLD BUSINESS 

NONE. 

NEW BUSINESS 

NONE. 

ADJOURNMENT 

MR. BLUM MOVED for ADJOURNMENT. SECONDED. There being no further business 
to come before the Board, the Meeting was ADJOURNED at 12:33 A.M. ~IED. 

By p,. ~ t:~ 

APPROVED: 

I Sandra Goldstein, President 
16th Board of Representatives 
City of Stamford, Connecticut 

HMM:MS 
Encs. 

Helen M. McEvoy, Administrative 
(and Recording Secretary) 

Note: Above meeting was broadcase by 
Radio Stations WSTC and WYRS in 
its entirety. 
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