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MINUTES OF JULY 12, 1976
14th BOARD OF REPRESENTATIVES
Stamford, Connecticut

A regular monthly meeting of the 14th Board of Representatives of the City of
Stamford, Connecticut was held on Monday, July 12, 1976, in the Hoard of Represen.tatives Legislative Chambers on the second floor of the Municipal Office
Building, 429 Atlantic Street, Stamford, Connecticut.
meeting was called to order by the PRESIDEWr, FREDERICK E. MILLER, JR.,
at 8:55 P.):'!., after both political parties had mat in Caucus.

T~e

INVOCATION was given by The Rev. James Holmes Davis of the First United Methodist
Church of Stamford.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG:
ROLL CALL:

The PRESIDENT led the members in the
Pledg~ of Allegiance to the Flag.

Roll Call was taken by the Clerk, LINDA D. CL~RK. There were
36 mambers present and 4 absent. The absent members \lere:
Julius Blois, Leonard Hoffman, George Ravallese, and John Sandor.

The PRESIDENT declared a QUORUM.
CHECK OF THE VOTING MACHINE:· A check of the voting machine was conducted and it
was found to be in good operating condition.
PAGES:

NEIL SIGNORE, son of City Rep. S. A. Eignore and a student at Davenport
'Ridge School.
J~IE HILLER, also a student at Davenport Ridge School.

PRESIDENT, FREDERICK E. MILLER, JR. said at the July meeting we hear the
REPORT given by the Chief Executive of the City and he appointed a committee consisting of the MAJORITY LEADER, JOSEPH DeROSE and the CO-MINORITY
LEADERS, S. A. SIGNORE and AUDREY COSENTINI to inform the Mayor the Board is
ready to receive him and to escort him to the podium. THE PRESIDENT presented
the Mayor to the Board for the purpose of delivering the Annual Message. (applause)

~HE

ANNUAJ~

MAYOR LOUIS A. CLAPES: "Thsnk you. Fred, m,aiItlers bf the Stamford Board of
Representatives, Ladies and Gentlemen, The State of the City Annual Message to
the Board of Representatives and all the people of Stamford will be a reflection
of the program and the progress of my administration and what we've done from
December I, 1975 until the present time. Having served approximately one-fourth
of my term of office, I feel we have moved forward in a positive direction toward
an achievem,ent of~road set of priorities to which I nad addressed myself during
my election campaign. Among these priorities was the reform and restructuring of
our Civil Service System to truly reflect the spirit of the merit.system~ eliminating the possibility of polit~cal influence which m~y have existed because of
conflicting regulations, whereas the major thrust, as well as the tightening up
of long-standing irregular proceaures. A blue ribbon committe~ which I appointed
to look into the system came up with a series of short and long-range reco~nenda
tions in~l~ding the institution of an affirm~tive action plan. This Co~mittee has
agreed to submit regular progress reports to my office, and with a long-awaited
appointment of a new personnel director finally a reality, together would enable
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MAYOR CLAPES (continuing his Annual Message): "a respo:lsible Personnel Comnission,z-_
I am optimistic that meaningful improvemants will take place in our perso:mel De- . )
partlIb:mt.
"Regarding the financial status of Stamford, I have both some good and some bad
First, the b-'l-d news. This adm:f.nfstraUon inherited ore of the
worst financial operating budgets I believe was ever prepared in the history of
of this City. Esti!I).ated revenues were over-state::lby FOUR MILLION DJLLA.'R.S
($4,000,000,.00). Little, if any, funwwere provided in the operating budget
for mandated increases in expenses for higher postal rates, telephone ~ates, g~s,
and fuel oil costs, unemployment compensation, legal settlements, and so forth.
The Contingency Fund establishe~ for paying two years worth of union contract
settlements in one fiscal year was totally inadequate.
news to report.

"As a result, this Board of Representatives has been faced with continuous
requests for large additional appropriations during the year, the entire p~st
fiscal year. In addition three out of four of the city's pension funds have not
been adequately funded during the past two years to m,aet the future requirem,ant
paYlIbents owed to our City employees. No effort had been initiated to provide
the Fifteen Million Dollars ($15,000,00'3.00) of funds necessary to finance the
last two years of Capital Projects~ Also despite the great task force effort
or~anized by the previous finance commissioner and' corporation counsa1, thQ City
hal} lIt!:!

1alg~s(\Ulll

of uncollecLed laltes lIulsLdlHl1H5 In Ils hlslol'Y, appr:o.lll-

mately 4~ Million Dollars as of June 30, 1976.
collected since December, 1973.
-

Approximately $448,117 have been
-

"~With all the above, you must be asking where is the good news.
In my judgment,
if we are going to practice prudent fiscal management, we must exercise cOll1;,')lete
financial disclosure at all times about the status of the City's fiscal affairs.

"Let me list some of the positive steps we have taken so far. We have printed
the m,:>st complete, docu:nanted fiscal budget ever compiled for this City. It
shows personTl.el rosters, budget messages both to and fro:n the Boards, the reallocated adopted Board of Education budget, mill I'utes by district, and various
other fiscal data about the City of Stamford.
"The Operating Budget I submitted to the Board of Finance contained realistic
estimates for all expenditures,inciuding snow removal; full fu~ding of all pension plaI'ls; wage increases and other m~ndated utility or rate increases. After
evaluating the financial cuts made by the Board of Finance and Representatives,
every department submitted in writing its request for funds to be included in
the contingency reserve ·established by the Board of Finance. Although these
requests totalled 2.8 million dollars, the Board of Finance, iu its wisdom:
decided only toprovic1.e
One Minion Dollars of Contingencies.
,
-

,

"At-J ti :t'Ut-J~ll ouch DUpllrll1l!~nl Rc.wd lwa uce1l IUlJlJ.'uc.:lcd lllJtl lhey Uluol optUule
their departments with only those funds contained presently in their budget.
No aepropriation requests will be honored by my office unless it represents a
!.~~ .emergency, ,-,r unl~ss it represents an effort to save the City some m:>ney,
either presently or in the future.

"We've c~:npilec{ and printed a Bond Pe:.cspective which de3cribes in great detail
the current description of Stamford and presents a complete audited disclosure
as to the financial status of oar City. As a result of this complete financial
disclosure and our personal appearance before the bo~d 'rating agencies, we were
able to maintain Stamford's AAA rating, despite severe warnings fro:n these
agencies that past deficit spending practices must stop if Stamford wants to
-:;-:i-:-:t<lin i+:~ ""'ltin~ ~- t:h~ -F'!t!·~~ ~,.:rit:h thi9 AAA !"?.ti.n~ In h?.nd~

~\

•

tI
t.,

.
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'~we exerci~ed excellent timing at the bon~ market and were able to raise 15.8
Million Dollars at a 10-N n'3t interest cost to the City of 5 and 1 point per cent.
We have also to initiate so:n3 in-depth financial analysis of the City's 0peratio:l.
These include ihlplementing new tax-~ol1ecting procedures; a detailed study of the
City's gas and car allowance procedures; initiating planning for the establishm3nt
of a centralized City payroll department. I'm amazed that a City with over 3,000
em)loyees has functioned this long without such a department.

"Last and most importantly, bringing "lith this new fisc.al year, we are beginning
with this n.aw fiscal year, we nre going to initiate some true m:mthly financial
reports as required by the Charter. We have already requested fro~ ~ll departmants, the projected quarterly allotments of their approved budget, so we mO:litor
expenses.
"Also our CO:ltroller has bee::l instructed to furnish complete financial statements
as required by the Charter on all funds within 30 days after the end of each mO:lth.
The ab07e steps are just a few of many we plan to undertake durir.g the upco~in6
fiscal year. The City of Stamford is financially very stro:lg an::l I plan to do
everything necessary to :Ivlintain the TripleA credit rating and I hope you will
support these efforts.
"The first phase of a long, long overdue Public Works Department study is now
being undertaken by the firm of Case & Co., Inc. to determine what, if any
problems exist ~qithin that department, and haN' we can improve and expedite
more efficiently, more efficient service at a reduced cost. As yo:! kno"XT, this
audit of the Public Works Department has been s0ught after for many years by
both the public and by past City administrations. I believe that the results
of this study will point out where exactly the problem areas are, and what we
should do to correct those deficiencies. The City cannot continue to spend
large sums of money to build new facilities for the control of solid and liquid
waste to serve the public if there is no commitment to provide the basic maintenance program for these facilities. We have already seen examples of deterioration and neglect. We have already seen examples of the deterioration that
can result by attempting to resist on emergency maintenance only. A prime
example in inadequate care is apparent by the pending requests for the rehabilitation of the multi-purpose incinerator. It is quite possible that the City's
fiscal bodies did not provide the necessary funds for these purposes simply because our department heads did not properly communicate the urgency of this need.
If that is the case, I will exert every effort to assure that this communication
gap is bridged in the future. tequests for furlding maintenance of equipment.
A long-standing problem area with great fiscal impact on a City has been that of
project change orders. I believe that you are all aware of the abuses that have
taken place in years past on the subject of change orders.

)

liThe Sewage Treatment Plant will, at completion, total approximately $700,000 in
change orders alone. Some of these change orders may have been necessary. Others
were not. We have changed our procedure in handling change orders. Our Finance
Department and our Pubfic Works Department have set limits;
arid only those
extras which are absolutely necessary will be approved. Those who 'are responsible
for errors in planning reconstruction must accept that responsibility for the
costs of any errors; the City should not have to assume responsibility for error
in designer construction as i t has in the past. The Commissioner of Public Works
has instituted procedures which were never utilized before in his effort to save
Seven Million Dollars in State and Federal grants for City sewer construction.
His efforts involved several trips to Hartford to negotiate with the Departmentof Environmental Protection grants division for funding of the Rippowam Interceptor Sewer and the West Side InterceptOr Sewer.

'.
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MAYOR LOUIS A. CLAPES (continuing his Annual Message)
"Both of these projects involved close to Four Million Dollars in grant aid
through the efforts of Commissioner Rotondo. These funds were not lost. In
addition, the construction money for the Rippowam InterceptorSewer of 1.7
Million has,be2n declared eligible by the State Department of Environmen1tal
Protection and the. City has an excellent chance of being reimbursed for this
amount. We will continue to use every procedure at our disposal to secure
tihe remaining eligible grants for the West Side Interceptor Sewer. Mr. Rotondo
h~s recommended to the Sewer Commission that their Administrative Assistant,
Mr. George Connors, Jr.,. become a liaison for grant application to establish
Fontinuity for these programs; and further that a consultant be hired to main!tain liaison between the City and the State to assure eligibility for future
(sewer programs like the West Side Intex:ceptor.
"General legal activities of the Law Department include contract preparation
and review of all City Departments negotiation for the sale or purchase of
property, handling of claims relating to property damages, negligence and other
legal lI111LLeJ.tI, aud J.eudeJ.'1ug the legal Op11110u 1u J.Cl5pOU13C! to wJ.:llteu J.'equelSlB
by department heads and city officials; also since December 1, 1975 the only
time funds for outside legal council were incurred were those very limited
cases where the City and a municipal employee ware named af; dafQndants, and it
was deemed that the Law Dept. could not ethically represent the City and the
employee. I have strongly encouraged in-house legal work whenever possible.

)

"Compliance with the Freedom-of-Information Act is high on the list of priorities
in my administration and the Corporation Counsel stands prepared to assist any
department where requested, in conforming to both the letter and the spirit of
the Act. The Freedom-of-Information Act . notwithstanding, this Administration
has strongly believed in conducting Virtually all of its business openly and
with freer access by the media than it has ever before enjoyed; and I would urge
all independent boards, commissions, and authorities to follow these gui~nes:
keep their doors and voting open to the press and to the public.
"At the end of the fiscal year 1975-76, the Stamford Police Department will have
a complement of 249 sworn officers and 16 civiaans, or a total of 245 men and
women. The public is concerned about safety on the street and in the home and
this is receiving top priority. Despite the ever-increasing workload and decreasing manpower, the Stamford police department has a crime record that compares
favorably on a national basis with cities of comparable size and with cities
of the northeast. This is reflected by the FBI reports. The Police Commission
this year has devoted a good deal of effort towards handling citizens' complaints.
"Some of these complaints originated in past administrations. They have also
been investigation allegations of irregularities relating to activities transpiring many years ago. The Commission has taken a position that all of these
problems should be aired openly and has thus undertaken the time-consuming
process of holding public hearings in each incident. The Commission has been
faced with the difficult task of upholding the delicate balance between providing due process for the accused in many cases of strong media pressure for
punitive action while assuring that blame is blnught to the light and punished.

J
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MAYOR CLAPES (continuing his Annual Message)
"I believe that examination of the actual records would be convincing that the
Commission's handling of these difiicult situations has been thorough and evenhanded. Although the Charter specifies that the Chief of Police is responsible
for traffic functions, the action of the Board of Finance in eliminating the
funds for the Traffic Department for the 1976-1977 Operating Budget led to my
appointment of a Traffic Task Force. This Task Force was charged with seeking
alternate solutions whereby the Traffic Director could function more effectively.
They recommended placing the Traffic Director under the Planning Board for an
interim trial period. TIle dlief of Police agreed to cooperate in this arrangement and the funds have been approved by the Board of Finance.
"Your Board must now act on this appropriation and I hope you will see fit to
approve these funds so that Stamford can continue to enjoy the services of a
professional traffic director which is so urgemt1y needed at this time •. A
major concern of the administration has been the utilization of the Woodside
Firehouse. Proposed changes in equipment, reaSSignment of personnel, and the
utilization of drivers has reduced the requirement for new manpower and has made
the opening feasible. A major proposal in the plan to reduce the net costs of
the Woodside Station is the release of eight men presently manning the ambulance
st the nentral Station ani! their replarement with lower roat dviliana,

'1'he nom"

mission estimates that the new fire station can be open at the net cost to the
City of about $120,000; considerably less than originally believed. A committee
has been appointed to study the proposed plan and is expected to provide knowledgeable input.
"A second major facility improvement under study is the renovation of the old
West Side Fire Station which has been judged to be unsafe on the basis of engineering surveys. The City had allocated $50,000. as a first step in the modernization of this building, but the Fire Commission asked that the amount be withdrawn from the budget until the extent of the renovation problem is known. The
concrete floor has now been temporarily shored with timber, thereby permitting
vehicles to be kept inside the house. An architectural study is being made to
determine the cost of renovation which will bring the building up to present code
standards.'

_J

"Very soon after assuming office, I was confronted with the crisis of permanently
relocating the last remaining families in the Urban Redevelopment area. When this
was accomplished by the end of January, my Administration set up a series of
regular joint meetings with the URC so we could work together toward completion
of our long-awaited redeveloped downtown. These meetings led to bette~ communication and definition of goals between the URC and the Mayor's Office. It resulted
in- the URC approving the cooperation agreement so that the Community Development
money could start working on certain URC projects. I am hopeful that the final
go-ahead on Exit j and Exit 8 will be torthcoming trom the State so the construction of the regional shopping center can be started. The redeveloper has advised
us that certain traffic improvements, including the modernization of Exits 7 and
8 must be committed before MACY'S will start construction.;' Stamford is in an
excellent position with respect to welfare services •••• (end of Tape Side #1)
..•. that the operating costs of Smith House are included as part of the welfare
budget 60nstruction is well on the way to a 60-bed addition to Smith House; and
a reconstruction of Sunset Home to a 54-bed licensed home for the aged. Completion of both these projects is scheduled for early next year. Upon completion,
Smith House will be able to provide skilled nursing and custodial care for 182
Stamford residents.
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MAYOR CLAPES(continuing his Annual Message)
"The Community Development program has recently embarked on a detailed analysis
of its economic potential and constraint in recognizing the competitive regional
market. Booz, Allen and Hamilton are undertaking a study, financed jOintly thru
a partnership of the public and private sector. The study will project market
potential, recommend alternate strategies for development programs, assess simplification,with such a program and indicate appropriate implementation measures
required. ,The Community Development program ~egan a program of residential rehabilitation that has been very well-received by the neighborhood residents. It
is subsidizing the cost of home improvement loans with the cooperation of the
banking community to provide short~term loans of 3% interest. The Pilot Program
is designed to reinforce the Rogers School Elementary School area where the City
has recently completed a Three Million Dollar renovation of the school. The
program is being expanded and extended to other neighborhoods, based upon maj or'"
priority target areas, with an eye to maintaining existing housing stock, Coupled
with this effort, the Community Development Program has placed emphasis on a
more stringent enforcement of housing code compliance, and has allocated demolition funds to rid neighborhoods of unhabitable structures. Several inter-city
parks are under design, or in execution, in' high density developed inter-city
areas. The West Side Park presently under construction, land for Lawn Avenue,
and Ludlow t;itreet opel[! spaces are presflmtly being negotiated. Watfl!r titrl/,!~l
Park is now in its final design stage and will go out to bid shortly. ArchitQctural Barriers are boing eliminated as an on-going program of curb-cuts and
ramping. Denior citizen centers are being expanded.
"Neighborhood centers are being renovated to accommodate need of out-reach
facilities. Stamford community space has been completed. Clinton Avenue
, community space is under construction. Quintard Manor will be iniated shortly.
A new pedestrian mall is under development which will provide a community focus
in the City's center, and a major traffic corridor signalization is being put
on a sync'ronization system to ease traffic flow and improve the air quality.
The activity schedule in the first year of Community Development is actively
under way. Twenty-three new projects will be added for the second year of
Community Development in Stamford. I am also pleased to announce a HUD grant
to renovate over housing which was recently awarded to the Housing Authority.
Under the terms of the grant, 1. 6 Million Do1lars-will be used for physical
modernization with $455,000 for social program improvements at Southfield Village.
IN addition, the 96 senior citizen housing units on Clinton Avenue is scheduled
for completion in March of 1977.
"My Administration is committed to see that Stamford continues to grow and to
develop in a planned,and controlled manner. This development, plus open
government and a sound fiscal position are my goals for Stamford, and I hope
your Board will work to achieve the same level of commitment. Thank you."
(applause)
MR. MILLER thank~ the Mayor and declared a recess which lasted from 9:30 p.m.
until 10:25 p.m. He then recognized MR. DeROSE.
MR. DeROSE: "Mr. Pres ident, I would just like to make a brief comment with
regards to our Mayor's statement, this evening. We, the Democrats, of t h i s ' )
Board agree with Mayor Coapes that the State of the City is good and I wouid
~
like to thank Mayor Clapes for his address this evening. Naturally it was
obviously a political speech in which we heard a Republican mayor either fail
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MR. DeROSE (continuing) •••• "to mention the problems of his administration, or
blame those problems on prior administrations, and at the same time, claim credit
for anything good that happens by trying to ignore the important contributions •••• "
MRS. COSENTINI:
MR. MILLER:

"Point of Order, Mr. Presid!ent, Point of Order!"

''What's the Point of Order, Mrs. Cosentini?"

MRS. COSENTINI:

"Is this on the Agenda?"

MR. MILLER: "I recognized the Majority Leader and when he is finished, I'll be
willing to recognize the Co-Minority Leader, Mr. DeRose?"
MR. DeROSE: "Thank you for that recognition, Mrs. Cosentini. All right, there's
unanimous requests that I start my address once again (laughter). Mr. President,
we, the Democrats of the Board agree with Mayor Clapes that the State of the City
______is good, and I would like to thank Mayor Clapes for his address. Naturally, it
was obviously a political speech in which we heard a Republican mayor either fail
to mention the problems of his administration, or blamed those problems on prior
administrations, and at the same time claim credit for everything good that happens
by trying to ignore the important contributions of the Democratically-controlled
Board of Finance and Board of Representatives, not the least of which was preventing much larger tax incroaoofl than tho Mayor'o original budgot would have cost.
Thank you."
MR. SIGNORE: "I would like to say that Mayor Clapes made a good speech this evening and I'm sure if the shoe were on the other foot, if Mayor Clapes were a
Democrat, he would have criticized the Republicans, and I think the Administration
~ doing as good a job as they possibly can at th.s moment under very trying
circumstances. Thank you very much."
MRS. COSENTINI: "I would like to congratulate the Mayor on his factual report
of his accomplishments. Some of the issues included in his speech, I'm sure were
perhaps subject to debate as to whom was responsible for which kinds of results
may have been found when he took office, and so forth. This is not a new thing,
but I would like to say that I think that this is probably an inappropriate place
for this kind of partisan discussion to take place at all; and I really would not
even want to do this, except that the Majority Leader has initiated it. I think
when the Mayor gives his message, we take it at face value and if we disagree, we
wait for campaign time to do the political thing. I would just as soon we got on
with the Board's business. Thank you."
MR. BLUM: "Thank you, Mr. President, this is quite off the subject and has nothing
to do with the conversation that'sgoing on now, so if you want to recognize me
later, fine •••• (laughter)."
MR. MILLER: "All right, I'll do that, Mr. Blum.
proceed with the Acceptance of the Minutes."

(more laughter).

We'll now

MR. DeROSE: '~t this time I would like to make a Motion to Accept the Minutes
of March 4, 1976 Adjourned Meeting."

.J

MR. SIGNORE: "I SECOND that MOTION, and I would also like to make a statement.
I would like to apologize to the people here in the hall, or in the Board of Representatives' Room, and the people listening in over Radio Station WSTC for the
delay in starting this evening. Thank you."
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MR. MILLER called for a vote on the Acceptance of the Minutes for the Adjourned
Meeting of March 4, 1976 and the Motion was carried unanimously. He then appoint,,)
ed members to the SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON CHARTER REVISION:
Christine Nizolek, Chairman
Julius Blois
George Baxter
Ralph Loomis
MarieHawe
,

STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS
STEERING COMMITTEE:
MR. DeROSE HOVED to WAIVE the READING of the Steering Cotmllittee Report of its
meeting held on Monday~ June 28, 1976.
I-roVED, SECONDED, and MOTION CARRIED.
STEERING COMMITTEE REPORT
MEETI~G

HELD MONDAY, JUNE

2~~976

A meeting of the Steering Committee was held on Monday, June 28, 1976 in the
Democra.t:~c Cauen$! Room, RAconn ~'loor t Municipal Office Building, 429 Atlantic
Str~et, Stamford, Connecticut.
The meeting was called to order by the Chairman and President of the Board,
FREDERICK E. MILLER, JR., at H:ll p.m. There were 17 m,=m1:>ers of the Steering
Comnittee present and 2 absent.
Linda Clark.
The following
(1)

~¥OR'S

ma~ters

The absent mem;ers were Sandra Goldstein and

of the TENTATIVE STEERING AGENDA were acted upon:

APPOINTMENTS:

There were nine (9) names placed on the Agenda for July 12, 1976. They were
Mr. Jo1:ln A. Doyle for the Parking Authority; Mr. John A. Sedlak for the Zoning
Board of Appeals; Mr. George Cohen for the Stamford Golf Authority; Mr. William
Gaporizzo for the Stamford Golf Authority; Dr.Herman S. Rockoff for the Board of
Tax Review; Mr. Irving Slifkin for the Sewer Commission; Dr. Gary Lessin for the
S':)uthwestern Regional Planning Agency; Mr. Charles Grinnell for the Zoni.ng Board;
y~. Carl Becker as an Alternate for the Zoning Board.
(2)

FISCAL MATTERS:

Thel:'e were ?1 i tflmR of n fh('al natUl:'e on the TENTATIVE AGEt-!DA. TW~lUty itans
were ordered on the Agenda; and one was held in comnlittee, that for $17,738.00
rut Fuul1c WUl'b D~pL., Codt! 616.UOUO, Street Lighting, Utility Service Study.
LEGISLATIVE MATTERS:
(3) LETTER FROM COURTLAND

TIME

B~

ASSN. REir,JESTING ORDINA.l\1CE REquIRING MORE
GIV!N TO PEOPLE WdOSE PROPERTY FACES CONDRMNATIO~.
TE~~E

Above ORDERED ON THE AGENDA and also referred to PUBLIC HOUSING & GENERAL RELOCATION ~OMMITTF:E and l-I.AJ.'mING AND ZONING COMMITTEE.

~
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L.RGISLATIVE
(4)

MATTER~

11,3 4 3

(co~tinucd)

(continued)

LETTER FROM SrAMFORD RESOURCE RECOVE~LTASJf]ORCE, Mrs. Katrina Mygatt,
Chairman, requesting ordinance mandating separation of paper and cardboard
[1.'ULU I.!ULU1)usLllJl~ ga1:lJage .!it the IWU1:ce.

Above ORDERED HELD IN COMMITTEE
(5)

also

and~eferred

to

ENVIRO~lliNTAL

PROTECTION COMMITrEE.

PROPOSED OBSCENITY STATUTE - For final adoption.

Above ORDERED ON THE AGEt:lDA.
(6)

PROPOSED

ORDINA1~CE

TO SELL CITY-OWNED

PROP~RTY

at Haig Ave. & St. Charles.

Above ORDRRED HELD IN COMMITTEE and also referred to PLA.l'WING
(7)

&

ZONING COMMITTEE.

PR0:t:.Q.~~P A..T>1ENDMENr TO CODE OF ORDINA..~CES liCh.J:.8-68 RAIL OR FENCE ~~D REQ
,hIGHTS 'l2.'2_BE MAUITAINED.

Above ORDERED ON THE AGENDA and a1sa referred to PUBLIC WORKS SOMMITTEE an:! to
HF,AT,TH & P1UWF,(TTOW r.OMMTTTEW.,

Above ordered HELD IN COMMITTEE p.nd also referred to PUBLIC HOUSING & GENERAL
RELOCATION CO~~ITTEE.
(9)

KROPO~ED A."M!~DMENTS

TO THE RULES OF THE 14th BOA..l{D R~ VOTUm PROCEDURES, ETC.
Mr. Miller spoke about the voting procedures, the tn3.chine, etc.

Above ordered ON THE AGENDA.
(10) CONCERNING REGISTRARS OF

VOT~

REgDE[r

FO~_PENSION.

Above ordered HELD IN COMMITTEE and also refl'!rred to

PERSONNEL COMMITTEE.

Above ordered HELD IN COMMITTEE and also referred to HEALTH & PROTECTION COMMITTEE.
(12)

PRQ.POS~.u ORDINA..~CE REGAR.DING APPLICA..\lTS FOR CITY POSITIONS TO BE RESIDENTS.
This introduced by City Rep. James Lobozza.

Above ordered HELD IN COMMITTEE.

(Was not on Tentative Agenda)

(13) THE MATTER OF CH..t\...~TER AND CONTRACTUAL
AND F6RC~rPE:NSATORY" -;r'IME -- (MAA.l.

OVF~-TIME

FOR SU?ERVISORY PERSONNH.:L

Abo-Ie ordered ON THE AGENDA and REFERRED TO THE PERSONNEL COMMITTEE.

J

Above ordered ON THE AGENDA and referred to PLANNING & ZONING COMMITTEE.
(Was not on Tentative AGenda)
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STEERING COHMITTEE REPORT (continued)

(15)

/)

REQUEST FROM CITYRKi?~~ CHRISTINE NIZOLEK AND HANDY DIXON re complaints
about .trucking and traffic and noise problems in vicinity of W·ast Ave., etc.

~.bove

ordered ON THE AGENDA and also referred to PLANNING & ZONING COMMITTEE:
and to HEALTH AND PROTECTION COMMITTEE. PUBLIC WORKS is primary COMMITTEE.
(16)

THE MATTER OF COMPLAINTS ON UNLEASHED DOGS
---r-----------.
creating serious problems in ma.ny sections

AND PACKS OF ROAMING OOGS
.
of the City.

Above ordered ON '!HE'AGENDA and referred to HEALTd & PROTECTION COMMITTEE.

(17)

LETTER FROM C.O.W. 's _signed by Mrs. Longo~tittC?n, re their p;:oble;n.
(Citizens of Watersi.de)

Above ordered ON THE AGEt'TDA and referred to HEAJ...TH& PROTECTION COMMITTEE.

(18)

LETTER DATED 6/22/76. FROM MRS. FRANCES ADAMS OF COUR1'T.ANO TRRRACE ASSN.
RE BAI..ANCES IN· BOARD OF EDUCATION'S ACCOUD..1TS AS OF END OF FISC'ALYEAR~

:\hnVA nrnArAn HIl:1',j) IN COMMITTEE and nbrred to EIJJCATION, WFl. FARF. ANI) rI.WF.RNMEN! COMMITTEE.

(19)

RESOLUTION REQUESTED BY CITY REP. JRRRMIAH LIVINGS'rON TO KEEP BELLTOWN
~~HOOL~.

Above ordered ON 'i'HE AGENDA and referred to EDUCATION, WELFARE & GOVERNMENT
COMMITTEE. (This was not on Tentative Agenda)

(20)

gQW,IAI..NT FRQ!1 MRt.LERRO Q[ 25 F:r;:NWAY ST.

AbOVe ordered HELD IN COMMITTEE and referred to SE"wER COMMITTEE.
Tentative Agenda)
(21)

(Was not on

THE MATTER OF COMPLA.INTS FROM TENANTS AGAINST THE STAMFORD :lOUSING ~THORITI.
Mrs. Nancy McAfee, Chairm~n, M.I.T.A.C.

Above ordered ON THE AGENDA. ana referred to PUBLIC HOUSING & GENERAL RELOCATION
COMMITTEE.
(22)

LEITER 9.,F JUNE l<l.z.....l~~~]ROM THE MAYOR.M "VO~ ON APPO~NTS."

Ordered NOT ON THE AGF.NOA.
(23)

LE'rTER OF JUNE 10, 1976 FROM THE MAYOILTO THE]R~EDOM:..OF-INFORMArrION COMMISSION OUTLINING CDMPLAINT AGAINST ~OA..~D ~EPRESENTATIVES.

Ordered NOT ON THE AGENDA.
(24)

WaR read and discussed.

Was read and discussed.

LETTER FROM CITY REP. RALPH LOOMIS.RID.~S'rrNG RESOLUTION RE NANCY TATAN) , S
ELECtION AS PRESIDENT OF THE CONNECT1CUT REGISTRARS OF VOTERS ASSOCIATION.

-

----------

Above ordered ON THE AGENn~ and referred to NEW BUSINESS.

(25)

.!&IT~LFRO~C1.ITY REP. }:.YN~ H. LOWDEN RE I~~ERSHIP IN THE STEERING
COMMITTEE.
(This item. not on Tentative Aiendaf--~--·-

J

11,34:3

STEERING COMMITTEE
(26)

~PORT

(continued)

REPORT FROM LINDA CLARK RE BOARD OF REPRESENTATIVES ANNlJAL PICNIC.

Above o.:dered NOT ON THE A'iENDA. }irs. Clark was absent from Steering meeting
and thus could not m'lke a rep.Jrt.
(27)

There were several letters under COMMDNICATIO~S FROM OTHER BOARDS and
INDIVIDUALS which were read and discussed but no action deemed necessary
at this tim,e.

There being no further business to come before the STEERING COMMITTEE, on MOTION,
july SRCONDED and CARRIED, the meeting was ADJOURNED at 9:50 P.M. (After which
the Personnel Board of Appeals held a Jr~eting.)
FREDERICK E. MIL~ER, JR.
CHAIRMAN, STEERING COMMITTEE
MR. DeROSE: "Mr. President, due to the large audience that we have here this
evening, we know that they are here because of a particular item ~r two. We will
get to them very, very shortly; how'ever, there is something that we feel is imperative that we take up ;ust prior to that particular item. I would like to recommend at this time that we SUSPEND THE RULES ·and take up Item 1/4 under LEGISLATIVE
AND RULES which has to do with the voting procedures of this Board."
MR. MILLER said the MOTION to ,[USPEND _THE RULES Is MOVED, SECONDED, and CA..ltRIED.
K.~.

FOX: "At a meet~ng of the Legislative & Rules Comnittee held on June 29,
1976 at which 7 members were preRent. we discl~.3sed an aID!3.;:}.dm'3nt to our Rules in
connection with the recurding of votes. A number of possible proposals, possible
amendm'3.nts were discussed. By a vote of 7-0 the Co:ru.nittee agreed on the amendment
you have before you calling for a record of votes taken on the items appearing on
the agenda for any given evening in accordance with o~r Rules~ The text of the
amendm'Emt has been included in the Agenda. I wo~ld bring to the attention of the
Board that there is needed approval of two-thirds of those present to adopt this
aml3ndrnent. In accordance with the vote of the Committee) I would recom:ID:md thi.s
amendment to yea anJ MOVE for its adoption."
MOVED and SECONDED.
MR. LOBOZZA: "In lieu of the Mayor's action in a threatened court case and
everything else, I just would like to comm.o3nt I wish he -;voi.lld attack other
problems in the City as he did this one."
MR. MILLER called for a vote on the MOTION of Mr. Fox and it was CARRIED
UNANIMUUULY, with 36 YE~ votes.
LEGISLATIVE & RULES COMMITTEE - John Wayne Fox - Under
(4)

§3SPE~SION

OF RULES.

PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO THE RULES OF THE 14th BOA..ltD OF REPRESENTATIVES re

v;~-2.r;C~es:- etc., as follows: (submitted by Chairman John Wayne Fox)
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On Page 6, add a new paragraph to be 4~a, in the RULES OF ORDER,
under VOTING:
"The vote of each me:nber of the Beard of Representatives upon
any ite~ on the agenda, or 'mad~ a part thereof by virtue of
the Suspension of the Rul~s~ at its regular, or a special meeting, shall be reduced t~ writing in accordance with Public Act
No. 75-3lJ·2 as it IiO'Vl ~,.,uds, or as it may be amended."
Above item APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY with 36 YES VOTES.
MR. DeROSE: '~. Prssident, on~e again I would like to ask for a SUSPENSI~~ OF
THE RULES so that we might discuss Item No .. 2 under EDUCATION, WELFARE AND GOVERNMENT COMMITTEE in which VERE WIESLEY heads that pa:!:'ticular co:runittee. II
MR. MILLER said the MOTION to SUSPEND TR& RULES was MOVED, SECONDED and CARRIED.

MR. BAXTER:. "Could I ask you to amend your motion being '·CAlffi.IED" to read
''UNANIMOUSLY''?
MR. MILLER:

''Well, I dml't think that's necessary, Mr. Baxter, because the text
of the amendment to the Rules is that the vote of each member c-f the Bo~rd of
Representatives upon any Hem on the Agenda or any pArt ther.eof, and I think the
J!'J.:eeuolUol1uiol.'lILallou AllL dUJ Lhe Rules as we have .lul;lt tlmended them l-equire

that we have a record of each m'~m"er' s votes on a final actio!:. but not on these
procedurR.l votes; so, in other words, we have to have a record on hON everyone on.
thf> 'Ro,"Iro votp~ on thi.c; i tpm hllt not on pror.eonrAl votflR R'.'ch fl.!'; Sn!';pen~ion of the
Rules; and I ~ight add that the Corporation Counsel concurs in that interpretation.
We '11 now proceed on Page 7 , !VIr. Wiesley."

.J

!QlICATIO~,

(2)

WELFARE AND GOVERNMENT

COMMITTE.~

- Vere Wiesley - UNDER SUSPENSION OF
RULES.

PR9pOSED RESOLUTION FROM CITY REPRESENTATI~ JEREMIPJ.l LIVINGSTON (D-52-JQ
PRI:SE;RVE N"EIGH:R.Q.llliQ..Q.L.~HOOLS, 1-lIN!.MIZE BUSING,. RESCIND P~OPQ.SED REDISTRICT!,N<L,. AND CONTINQ!. BELLTOWN SCli00L Af:; A VIABLE AND CONTRIBUTING FACTOR TO
QgALITY EDUCATION.

MR. WIESLEY: ''The EW&G COJllnittee convened on the night of July 7th and we had a
quorum of 4 in attendance. The Board of Education was represented at the meet.ing
by Elleu Cami.li, and Paul Brm·m. Mr. Livingston sat through the greater portion
of our maeting. Itm sure that each of you received a copy of the pro?osed resolution as submltteQ by Mr.. Livingston, but I believe for the interest of everyone,
it would be worthwhile to quickly read that through.
(Note: The resolution
appears in its entirety fmxther along in these minutes after the discussion and
the roll call vote at which it was passed.)
"Wheu we opeued the ~olll.llliLLee UleeLiug, we wel.t:: IHoUghL up-to·-da.tu llud helped

ourselves being brought up-to-date into the duties and the respousibilities of
the Board of Education, and I'd just like to read three short statements that
come from the laws reked to the education and these are the State laws: "The
Board of Education shall maintain in their several towns good public elementary
and secondary school-:l, implement the educational interests of the State as defined
in Section 10 and 4A. Second, the Board of Education is the agent of the State
and not of the town in maintaining the management of public schools. The Board
)
of Education shall designate thp. schools which shall be attended by the variouschildren within their several towns. Those three points we felt were necessary
to be understood by everyone because we again would be talking about this resolution as something that we would put forward for consideration by the Board of Ed.
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MR. WIESLEY (continuing): "In other words, to take another look at the decision
that has been madE:. The Committee was advised by Mrs. Camhi and Mr. Bro~.vn of the
various statistics that related to the advantages of closing Belltown School and
the assignm:mt of those children to the three other schools inl/olved. The idE'ntification of the use of better facilities, a better classroom spread, actually less
schools, less classes with an excess of 25 students per class tean was the present
plan for Septem~er, 1976 without the closing of Belltown School. With all of these
points being thoroughly discussed and many questions asked and answered hopefully
to the satisfaction of those in attendance. We asked Mr. Livingston to address
himself to Board of Education members that were there as it related to this proposed resolution.
"One of the things that he brought out and also was admitted by Mrs. Camhi was the
fact that the Board of Education made a very rapid last minute decision on closing
this school. It was late at night. It was a tim~ where apparently }~s. Camhi
and her Board felt that it should be done, but the decision was made with very
little cO:J.tact or conversation with the parents, particularly in the Martin Lather
King area, without their kno-.vledge. Mrs. Camhi acknowledged this fact and after
SOlll!e further discussion, it was felt that very possibly a further meeting could
be held with the Board of Education a.nd the pa.rento 00 repreoented in that particular location. Mr. Livingston felt that this was a possibility and that he
would try to set up such a meeting.
"Mrs. Camhi said the Board would be very happy to m~et wilh Lhem. Wil:h LhaL being
the case and those being the principals involved, the Co:n:nittee felt and voted 3-0
in favor of this to not report this out of comnittee because we felt it would be
necessary to have the two parties get together and see what they could settle
themselves by this additional meeting, and Mr. President, it's therefore for this
reason that we choose to not report it out."
MR. LOBOZZA: "I'd like to m:tke a MOTION that we take a vote of the Board to
MOVE THIS OUT OF COMHITTEE."
MR.. MILLER: "SECONDED by Mr. Connors.
(Roll Call was asked for) Yes, I just
want to make everyone here understand that with the change in the Rules, we have
not abolished the oral roll call vote, so a request for a roll call vote means
roll call with the Clerk actually calling the roll. Now, we've had a request for
a roil call vote. If 1/5 of the members present wish a roll call vote, we'll have
one. Would those members wishing a roll call vote on this issue raise their hands.
The CHAIR sees a sufficient number. We'll have a roll call vote on this matter of
TAKING IT OUT OF COM'1ITTEE. Yes, it would be a majority of those present and voting. The flo·or is noN' o?en to debate on the question of removing this matter
froJl ~. Wi_eslf~y' s Education, Welfare and Government Committee."

MR:S. GOLDSTEIN: "I would just like to ask Mr. Livingston i f he had the opportunity
to ~et with the me~ers of the Board of Education an1 the pe9ple from the Martin
Luther King homes."
MR. LIVINGSTON: "No, the parents did not have the opportunity to meet with the
Board of Education."
MRS. GOLDSTEIN:

)

s~l~e~ ~~d

the

"Well, just in relation to that, was i t not the desire of your~~~be~s

of

~eelth,

Educ2ti~~ a~d W21fa~~ t~

problem together thro:lgh som,a meetings?"

try to

~112vi~te thi~
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MR. LIVINGSTON: "I don't believe that this entire p't'oblem call be solved by a
single meeting with the parents over at Martin Luther King's. There are mJre
parents involved in this other than the parents at Martin Luther King's. There
are the parents that go to Belltown School as well as the parents that live at
111 Pressprich St. and the parents that live in New Ho?e TONers."

-~

--

MRS. GOLDSTEIN: "But, Mr. Livingston, you had indicated that you were willing
to initiate such a meeting."
MR. LIVING~TON: "I most certainly will, but that has nothing to do with this
Resolution as it stands now."
MR. MILLER: "Anything, if there's nothing further, r'll go on Mrs. Goldstein
to Mr. Lobozza."
MR. LOBOZZA: "I think the time factor is most importan.t in this. I think we
only have one more meeting before school opens and I think that alone is enough
for us to bring this reeolution out and to act 011 it now because I really believe·
its the feeling of the people .to support Mr. Livingston's Resolution."
MR. HAYS: "I would only like to commend that our "respective CO:lstituencies have
s.ent us to thts floor to be the.ir votA, flncl their vote fill I'he lsg1 !;'I lfltive mattfll"fI
1)1 .out' City ~nd the otllt:~r governmenta.l matters facing us as stipulated by the
"hurter. Those same constituencies at large have elected I believe 9 representatives in the matter of Education, their Board of Education, and as Mr. Wiesley
ndalt!d a while ago, from the statutes of the State, we, as a City body, have no
a~thority over the matter of administrating the education.
As a matter of fact,
we have no authority in any way over our local school system. We do app:r.opriate
the City's money, but that's not the schOol business. That's the City business
to appropriate the City's money to the school system, who in turn spends it as it
so chooses under its proper establiRhAo procedure. I, for ana, feel that we must
continue to be im~une to a matter that's not our business. I think we cannot
affOl,,"d to be 30 over-zealous, . so greedy, so over-reaching as to reach into another
agency's affairs and meddle, when it's very clearly nothing more than that,
Mr. President. Thank you."
MR. BLUM: "I'd like to say a few words. Thank you, Mr. President, on this,
before me, I have a clipping that I tore from Saturday's paper and it reads
"SCHOOL CRISIS SEEN IN ruNDING DECISION" and it's date-lined Hartford. If the
Connecticut Supreme Court finds the State's lllI~thod of funding education unconstitutional, Connecticut would be plunged into a crisis similar to New Jersey.
In this same article, it goes on to read "In Connecticut, public schoO'>ls are
heavily dependent on property t.axes because the St.ate grants of education covered
only a fraction of the operating costs." If the taxpayers paid the greatest part
of education in the City of Stamford, then the people who voted us in are asking
Ug to bo a part of thi$ educational system.
We vote on their funding out of
this property tax.. I. think that we also sho'.lld have a right to represent our
constituents who s~nd thp.ir children to these schools. I, for one, favor neighborhood schools and I see this asa deterioration if they're going to break down a
neighborhood school.
"We heard from our Mayor this evening in his message about the building or the
. rebuilding of the Roger School and building the neighborhood, rehabilitating the
neighborhood around that Rogera School. By the same token, if you t~ke away a
school from the neighborhood, that would be the beginning of the deterioration of
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MR. BLUM (continuing) ••••• "a neighborhood. I think that the people from Belltown
ha-\1e a right, and acting on their behalf of having this Resolution brought out
from Committee and voted on this floor for the people of Stamford. Thank you."

IR. LOWDEN: "Thank you. I would have to agree with Mr. Hays that the Board of
Education is a duly elected body J elected to (~etel..mine the use ,::>f educational
funding and that the Board of Representatives have little.to say about that,
nowever the funds are used. But we are also a duly elected body. I believe the
essence of the Resolution put before us tonight is philosophical. One, it' g,. the
idea of reaffirming, if you believe in it, the concept of neighborhood schools,
and affirming, I guess showing opposition on tl:e other hawl Lo busing children
out ot their own district, and as such I believe that we as representatives, or
we as individuals have the right to express our opinion that way. This resolution
is not binding on the Board of Education, but I think tbepeople and the Board of
Representatives can be beard by virtue of voting pro or con on this Resclution.
I am pe't"sonally for it. Thank you."
MR. WIESLEY: "The subject of the neighborhood can be defined I im.agine, in anyone's own particular way, but I think in talking about a neighborhood school, we're
talking about a school that really is in walking distance, or you can walk to,
that's my understandiug or a neighborhood school. I think the deterioration of
an educational system, hy the fact that we give up on neighborhood schools. can
ba kim/. or loot:lely used, whell you Lucognll'it"! 1.lItI Ertel that the age of a plant
out-dates it considerably as far as facilities are concerned and I thin.k that's
part of the case in this particular instance. If you want to go back through
about 1962 and count the num"'Jer of Elchools that have autoIIL'ltically been abandoned
during the period of time, you'll find quite a number of elementary schools;
there are 5 or 6 that have been, and certainly all this is -- they have been
neighborhood schools, and I think with the idea of a better education involved,
m::>ving into new plants, cur capacity of education in elem~ntary schools is m:)ved
up trem~ndously, but we're falling behind in our actual head count in those,
the lOiul WhtH':~ we're about right noN', something in the neighborhood of 75% in
use, of capacity of newer and much more mo·iern schools,. so we can debate fora
long time on what is a 'neighborhood school and what i t is, is the better education that YOu get there, is tt not? But'I think there again the cost has to
co;n,a in because if we drop down to classes that are in 12/15/18 level, can you
really afford to continue to teach, have teachers handle those kinds of classes?"

MR. BAXTER: hI agree with Mr. Hays that the Board of Representatives ••• (end of
tape) •••• and we certainly have an interest for the people •. The interest for O"'.lr
constituents at he,artby expressing a Resolution. I was glad Mr. Livingston so
professionally drafted his Resolution so that it mentioned a resolution and not a
directive. I'd like to point out to this Board that it seems so~ewhat inappropriate
to make the objection that we can I t have a resolution about things about which we
have no direct control, when' this Board not too long ago unani£9.ously passed a
resolution to T.p.nniil Rn:.zhm.v aho:lt SmriBt ,TBwBry whinh T'm ghil we did, hllf- T
think r:hat that sh<l>wS that we recognize our ability to express our concerns about
iRRllf"8 Wp don't havQ diract powor over.
Thank you."
MR.\lALSH:
Mr. Baxter.

MR. SIGNORE:

"I just wanted to back the sentiments of Mr. Blum, Mr. LONden and
That's all."
"MOVE THE QUESTION, Mr. President .. "

MR. MILLER called for a vote on MOVING THE QUESTION. It was MOVED~ SECONDED,
'and CARRIED. He said there would be a Roll Call vote for moving it out of
committee.
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MR.. WIESLEY:

MR. NILLER:

"Recognizing the principle of cO=mli,ttee action activity •••• "
•'We II , I can't let you speak to the issue before the Board again."

11R. WIESLEY:

':No, I'm not goil'g to speak about the issue.
I'm really saying
that the 3 members that voted to hold this in committee should re allowed tc'
abstain •••• "

MR.. MILLER:,

"Well, anybody is free to abstain, of course, if that's what a
member wants to do; thank you. The CLERK will CALL THE ROLL.

ROLL CALL VOTE TO MOVE THE ITEM OUT OF COMMITTEE:
VOTING IN FAVOR (TO MOVE OUT OF COMMITTEE)' (YES VOTES = 29)
Baxter, George (0~7)
Lowden, Lynn M.
(0-1)
Blum, Oavid
(0-12)
Miller, Frederick M., Jr. (0-3)
Carlucci, Le.o
(O-S)
Morgan, Michael G.
(0-12)
Clark, Linda
(D-6)
Nizolek, Christine
(0-2)
Connors, Ge.orge (D-8)
Osuch, Adam
(R-Ill)
Costello, Robert
(0-6)
Perillo, Alfred!
(D-9)
O'Agostino, Thomas
(D-17)
Perillo, Mildred
(0-9)
III;'~nSIil"

J o9r;!.!,h

Kon, Handy
Flanagan, Wm. H.
Fox, John Wayne
Glucks~~n, L. Morris
Hawe, Marie
LiVingston, Jeremiah
Lobozza, James

(ll .. 15)

Ro;,w, Mu I Hww

(11·,3)

(0-2)
(R-19)
(O-lS)
(D-II)
(R-I)
(O-S)
(R-17)

Ryl>nick, Gerald
Santy, Jeanne-Lois
Sherer, Donald
Signore, S. A.
Walsh, Peter
Zimbler lZurt

(0-4)
(R-18)
(R-IO)
(R-18)
(0-7)
(R-16)

VOTING AGAINST MOVING OUT OF COMMITTEE -(NO VOTES
Cosentini, Audrey
(R-13)
Goldstein, Sandra
(0-16)
Hays, George
(R-20)
(R-19)
Lo.omis, Ralph
(R-20)
McInerney, Barbara
Wiesley, Vere
(R-13)

=

6)

ABSTENTIONS: One - Mildred Ritchie (R-IO)
-----------------------------~------------------------------------------

MR. MILLER: "The MOTION is CARRIED. There are 29 yes votes; 6 no votes;
I abstention. The floor iE new open to debate on Item No. 2 under EW&G
itself. II
MRS. COSENTINI: I~es, I'd like to make a few observations in general. First
of all, I guess it's ~ measure of our integration success to a certain extent
that we have the delightful idea of the Martin-Luther King residents considering
Belltown their neighborhood--school; sol tbinkthis is some progress.
liThe sec.ond thing I would like to say is that this resolution ••• I spoke to someoneJ
on the telephone last night whose nama escapes ma ••• he'll have to forgive me; I'm
sure he's in the audience, admits that soma of the statements in here are perhaps
a little bit extrema. This was said to m·a by one of the gentlemen who is hoping
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MRS. COSENTINI (continuning) •••• "to keep Be11town School open. I think that we,
the Board, has a right to express itself. Certainly even though we have no power
in this area, but I ask you to look very carefully at what :l.t is expressing here.
It says whereas the Stamford Board of Education has violated the principle of
neighborhood schools by the decision to close Belltown School. Is this supposed
to m~an that in all our integration schools, we are to now reverse the process
and go back to a neighborhood school throughout the City, or does neighborhood
school principle hold only for Belltown School; if you vote for a violation of
something other than an integrated school system, if you vote for so~~thing that
is a neighborhood concept, that precludes busing of children to distric~s other
than the one they live in; and by the way, that's what happening out Belltown;
anyway, the bla!!k children are bussed in; then you have to extend that principle
to the whole community. This, to me, is ironic at this time when we have just
had the Federal agents come in because we were cited as an outstanding example
of having integrated the school system voluntarily and with good results, so I
ask you, will you express your. own opinion, but I would like to point out that
the opinion is larger than simply Belltown School. Here when you adopt this
principle that the violation of this principle, the question of continuity I
think is quite m::>ot a,nd lends itself to an educational discussion which we're
n-ot prepared to carry on here. It's an over-simpli£i-:ation certainly of the
pros and cons of wh,ere and how a child should be educated.
'J:

" he queation of property tax, which was n vary strongly put forth ono, as our
particular right to vote on this, may be settled very shortly by the Connecticut
Suprema Court. The lower court just ruled unconstitutional for Connecticut the
funding of local school systems on the basis of our local property taxes, and if
the ~tate ~upreme Court upholds that ruling, we probably will see a total refinancing of education by the State because the education of our children is
still a State priority, and we have our local school system by virtue of the
State Legislature creating us as a school district. It is not a local district.
"However, I think ce;:tainly we hold to the right of expressing our local opinions,
but I think that the property tax issue may soon become again a point that is not
going to be valid. I further discovered last night that the members of the coalition are very eager to have this resolution to use in a court case which they
hope to bring again~t the School Board, and so 1 think that they do want support
and so forth. I'm not here to discuss, as I said to the members of the coalition.
I really, I'm not here to discuss the total merits of the closing of Belltown
School, OT not closing it, but I very strongly feel that while we express our
point of view, we should express it with some knowledge of the extent to which
we are making these statements. I think it's difficult to make glib statements
when we have not spent the kind of time coming up with polic)4 The Board of Ed.
spends hours doing nothing but trying to figure out how to educate our children
to the best advantage. We mly disagree but I don't think that we should be so
glib in making broad statements that are counter to something that we have adopted
in the City. I am. sympathetic to the BelJ.t.oNn p:a.rents, but I,-chink that there is
Ll uUllgeLUU::i pLecllueuL hl:!l·t:!I)~ll1g l:ieL, tU1U Liley d.l'e well d.Wd.J;'(!. Lhd.L 1. do no!. b:lvpr

this resolution."
MR. ZIMBLER: "I agree in part with something that Y.rs. Cosentini just said. 1
likewise feel that Belltown School alone is not the issue. Neighborhood schools
are t~e issue. I, myself, have always been in favor of neighhorhood schools. I
will always continue to be in favor of neighborhood schools and I honestly feel
that the great majority of the citizens of Stamford, black and white, rich and
poor, also favor neighborhood schools. To say that the Board of Ed. as stated in
~r. Livingston's resolution, to say that the Board of Ed. now violates the principle
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MR. ZIMBLER (continuing) ••••• "of neighborhood schools by the closing of Belltown
School, I believe that is in error. Once the Board of Ed. violated the principle
of neighborhood schools about five years ago, when they forced upon our community
the vile abomination of busing, this wasn't court-ordered bussing, such as in
Rooton, or Louisville. This waR an arbitrary act by a government body acting in
the erroneous belief that the only way for a child from south of the turnpike to
get a decent education wnuld be by sitting next to a chi11 from north of the parkway! Countless dollars are being spent on busing. If only a fraction of those
dollars thdt are currently being spent on busing had been allocated to improving
the schools in the City, then every child in the City,1 black ~ white, rich and
poor, would havd an equally fine quality education, and the City would still have
the neighborhood schools which I fervently beli~vethe great majority of the
citizenS of this City want. Thank you."
MR. LOBOZZA: "It seems that the concept of better education has been lost to the
beautification of new school buildings, excessiva spending on so-called staff
development teachers, workshops, wasteful hot lunch programs, ov¢rstaffing at
Hil1andale Avenue, special consultants, Oity paid trips, dinner bills and
flowers, while pupil enrollment has been on a steady decline for years.
"'I'hA reRponl'libility to the taxpayer was to cut their staff.

This could have
through aLL.t:1Llull, but I.h~y !tiled mUle peuple awl ll1li1.ua more non
teaching JV~S. I label this as irresponsible after the Board of Finance and the
Board of Representatives cut the Board of Education budget. They struck st us
first by closing Belltown School and then by ridiculing us in the press by labeling llS all as jackals.For these reasons and many more, I support Mr. Livingston's
resolution. II
be~l1 nchiC>~7ed

-)

MR. CONNORS: "I also support Mr. Livingston~ resolution. I know a member of the
East Side group. We went through this about three years ago. They were going to
tear down Rogers School. We ended up with the most beautiful school in New England
and I tell you, it's a credit to the community, a credit to the community of
Stamford; and I remember back not too m~ny years ago when they were going to
close up Belltown School because they had no playground. They only have 12 acres
across the street now, so I don't know what the excuse is this time, and I feel
that's a school that's well-run and the pupils that are in it are getting a good
education; and I do believe in neighborhood schools ~nd I still say as an East
Sider, I'm proud they did not take down Rogers School because to me, it's one of
the better schools in the whole community and it's one of the better schools in
New England. Thank you, Mr. President."
MR. BAXTER: "I had intended to MOVE THE QUESTION, but I see that there are other
people who'd like to talk, so I will pass my turn."
"l, too, nm ioin~ to paas~ Mr. Presi.oAnt; I have been speaking
on this for months. I'm going to pass."

MR.. LIVINOSTON:

MRS. RITCHIE: "As a member of Education, Welfare and Government Comnittee, I
feel that we cannot over=ride the State law.
Itm in favor of neighborhood schools.
The last two remaining neighborhood schools are in the 10th district and I wouldn't
want to see them closed. I-also advocate a new schlOOl for the downtown area so
that we can stop some of thase busing before all the land is gone to URC or soma' )
sort of commercial develo~ment, but I am very disappointed that Mr. Livingston
~
as promised at our meeting would meet with the folks from Martin Luther King
and therefore bring them together with the Board of Ed. folks. I think their
problems can be resolved by communication and this is what we need. We need
better relationshios between oeoole."
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MR. BLUM: "I'd like to talk in reference to the neighborhood school that I've
seen. I've lived 55 years in this town and I've seen some vicious things. I
know we just had from Mrs. Cosentini telling us about the integration of schools
by the use of busing. I've seen a school called Cloonan School just abandoned
by the Board of Ed. and allowed to rot, and allowed vandalism and finally a fire
in the gym; and then they finally m~de a community center out of it, and why
couldn't the same thing been made for a school system?
"There's a school, Stevens School, that's no longer there. It's now the Yerwood
Center which is a very good thing a!so, but some other facility was put there.
It could have been a school there also. There could have been a Yarwood Center
and in schooling you know I understand they've got new modes of schooling of
where you can put schools, the lastest modern thing that you could put, schools
with other facilities; you can put the school on two ground floor and put housing on top of it. There are other ideas in regards to schooling, but we're talking of neighborhood schools.
"When they wanted to rehabilitate the Rogers School, they found the money to
rehabilitate Rogers School. I still say Belltown School can remain; if they
still feel it's a small school and it has to be enlarged, they can find monies
in which to enlarge the school instead of building schools as they did one point
two miles away from it; two miles away from it. You got Dehoole in clusters
now, in and around Belltown School. Thank you."
MR. SIGNORE MOVED THE QUESTION.
MOVED AND SECONDED.

MOTION IS CARRIED.

If..R.. MORGAN:

"The debate was cut off before I had an opportunity to speak
but I will vote a reluctant YES."

The CLERK CALLED THE ROLL and the PRESIDENT stated the MOTION to adopt Mr.
Livingston's Resolution is CARRIED with 28 YES votes; 4 NO votes; and 4
ABSTENTIONS, as follows:
VOTING IN FAVOR OF THE
Perillo, Mildred J.
Morgan, Michael G.
Zimbler, Kurt A.
Dixon, Handy
Perillo, Alfred E.
Osuch, Adam E.
Signore, S. A.
!-1B:we, Marie J.
Lobozza, James D.
BlinLy, J~litll1~-LulH
Fox, John Wayne
Glucksman, L. Morris
Clarks Linda D.
Lowden, Lynn M.

RESOLUTION - YES VOTES = 28):
Rose, ltf..atthew A.
(D-9)
Rybnick, Gerald J.
(D-12)
D'Agostino, Thomas J.
(R-16)
DeRose, Joseph R.
(D-2)
Livingston, Jeremiah
(D-9)
Baxter, George G.
(R-14)
Nizolek, Christine M.
(R-187
(R-I)
Sherer, Donald B.
(R-I7)
Costello, Robert H.
(ft-18)
Clirluccl, Leo J.
(D-15)
Blum, David I.
(D-ll)
Connors, George V.
(D-6)
Walsh, Peter J.
(D-I)
Miller, Frederick E., Jr.

(D-3)
(D-4)
(D-l7)
(D-15)
(D-5)
(D-7)
(D-2)
(R-lO)
(D-6)
(D-5)

(D-12)
(D-H)

(D-7)
(D-3)

VOTING AGAINST THE RESOLUTION - NO VOTES = 4):
Hays, George V.
(R-20)
Loomis, Ralph C.
(R-19)
Goldstein, Sandra D.
(D-16)
Cosen~ini, Audrey M.
(R-13)

ABSTiNfIONS-~-4-;-~f~~[ff:-~fj:~~---1-i:f~l-----------------------------------Flanagan, Wm. H.
McInerney, Barbara

R-19
R-20
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SENSE-OF-THE-BOARD RESOLUTION
WHEREAS WE the members of the 14th Board of Representatives
of the City of Stamford, believe that neighborhood schools are important in
providing quality education; and
WHEREAS. we believe that it is important to maintain continuity
in the educatiort of our students; and
WHEREAS, we believe that school busing should be minimized; and
WHEREAS, the Stamford Board of Education has violated the principle
of neighhorhood schools by the decision to close Belltown School; and
WHEREAS, the Stamford Board of Education has violated the
principle of continuity by unnecessary redistricting of students, thereby
disrupting their education; and
WHEREAS the Stamford Board of Education has, by its actions,
increased the number of students who will have to be bussed to school;
OF THE CITY "-

NOW, THEREFORE
"TAMFORD THAT:

DE

IT RESOLVED

BY

TnE nOARD OF REPRESENTATIVES

1. ThQ Stsmford Board of Education io hereby petitioned to
retract its decision on closing Belltown School and to rescind the.planned
redistricting of students.
2. This Board encourages the parents of the students in their
efforts to bring about the re-opening of Belltown School and the re-assignment
of the affected students to their respective schools.
APPOINTMENTS COMMITTEE - Handy Dixon
MR. DIXON: "Mr. President, with respect to the lateness of the hour, I intend
to be as brief as possible. The Appointments Committee met on Thursday night,
July 8, 19i6, in the Public Works Conference Room. Although the meeting was
scheduled for seven o'clock, it was delayed for one hour due to the lack of
quorum. Those present, attending throughout the most part of the meeting were
Representatives Dixon, Robert Costello, Mildred Perillo, George Ravallese,
Peter Walsh, Leo Carlucci, Donald Sherer and Sal Signore. The meeting was
opened at approximately eight o'clock and the Committee proceeded with interviews
of seven appointees, after which a MOTION was made and passed by unanimous vote
to go into closed executive session for the purpoRe of AVA111Ating Rnn voting on
those interviewed. The meeting adjourned at approximately twelve o'clock midnight, as there was no other business.
(1) PARKING AUTHORITY

MR. JOHN A~OYLE (R)
2 Rock Spring Road
(Second Submission)

DENIED
24 NO
11 YES

Term Expires:
Jan. 1, 1979

MR. DIXON: 'MR. Doyle was interviewed on .Tune 1rd and his namE" is being resubmitted for further consideration by this Board. The Committee feels that Mr.
Doyle will indeed bring a lot of expertise to the Parking Authority and therefore
voted unanimously for his approval and I so MOVE.
SECONDED by Mr. Signore.

')
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"I don't think that was a unanimous approval out of the CotIimittee."

MR. DIXON: "Mr. President, I'm sorry. I just ha".re to make one correction.. Mr.
Doyle was given the opportunity to reappear before the Appointments Committee and
he did not make another appearance, and he was not re-interviewed •. The Committee,
however, did take a re-vote on Mr. Doyle and that vote stands as of now, a tie vote,
being 4 YES and 4 NO.
"For the sake of clarification, I would MOVE for Mr. Doyle's acceptance."
MR. MILLER: flAIl right, but there is a change in your report. Is there a SECOND
to his MOTION? MOVED and SECONDED. We have to, with these appointments, to get
the name out on the floor. If you're going to vote on them one way or another,
I think you all realize that with appointments they stay with the Board until the
Mayor withdraws the Appointment. O.K., we're open for debate on the nomination
of John A. Doyle to the Parking Authority."
MR. LOBOZZA: "The Mayor has a responsibility to place before this Board the names
of the most qualified and capable candidates for the boards and commissions in this
City. It is ~ responsibility to screen these people and make final judgment as
to whether or not they have the ability and the resources to exercise their powers,
T,lvlIlR In !1t .. mforn fnr nnly 16 months, a perSlon could not hl"l l'IWflTQ of the problemH
facing the Parking Authority in this City! I believe we need someone who is aware
of the needs of the people and also how much of their tax dollar they would be
willing· to part with for the purpose of supporting a Parking Authority which is
now a liability, not an asset.
"If the Mayor wants to payoff his campaign debts, he should find something of
les.ser importance and of lesser impacts on the tax dollar which to do it with.
I, therefore, ask the members of this Board, for the sake of good government,
and defense of all qualified r~sidents in this City, that could be appointed to
this Authority,that they join me in rejecting the name of John Doyle."
MR. FLANAGAN: "I would beg to differ with Mr. Lobozza as to the length of time
it would take one to understand that there are problems with Otl"1:- Parking Authority.
The City of Stamford has two multi-million dollar parking garages.. I defy anybody
who has not lived in the town to find one,. unless they're right in the middle of
Bedford Square and they can see the sign that the merchants put up. There has been
absolutely no advertising effort to lead people to use these garages. There's
only one sign that you can hardly find on the Bell Street Garage. Other cities,
Hartford, for example, routes the traffic right into the garages. I think many
of the problems our Parking Authority has would be overcome by some plain, simple
common sense; and Mr. Doyle, through his business career, has exhibited common
sense. That's what we need most of all in the Parking Authority. Thank you."
I

)

MR. MILLER: "We will proceed toa vote 011 John Doyle. I would have to advisQ that
you must undelrStand that we did make a change in the Rules, but we did not change
the procedure for voting, and we sti1lhave Voice Votes, Divisions, and Roll Call
Votes., so on each of these, well, I just want to. explain. I know somebody is
ready to call for something, .but I want to explain what you have in the Rules at
the present time. The PreSident, on any of these votes on appOintments, must
first have a Voice Vote, and then if the CHAIR is in doubt, he can call for a
DIVISION, or if someone on the floor wants a DIVISION, then the CHAIR will order
a DIVISION. Mr. Sherer?"
MR. SHERER: "Yes, in reading the new Rule of Order, under "Voting", I see a key
word "shall be reduced to writing", which in my experience means that i t must ••• "
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APPOINTMENTS COMMITTEE (continued)
MR. MILLER: '~ell, I'm not saying it doesn't have to be reduced to writing,
because to comply, perhaps with the Freedom-of-Information Act, and certainly
to comply with this change in the Rules, thevesu1ts of every vote for an item
on the Agenda, or something put on the Agenda through SUSPENSION OF RULES,
would have to be recorded, but you didn't cbange those other parts of the Rules
which deal with the voting. There has been a request for a DIVISION, so the
CHAIR will take a DIVISION on this particular item on John Doyle. (End of Tape
Side #3).
We will take a Division on approval of John Doyle, using the machine;
a YES vote is for his approval; a NO vote is opposed. We'll use the machine.
Now let me explain the procedure. We have Mrs. Potenza in the back of the room.
She is recording what is on the machine now. I can, immediately assuming everybody~ted .••• is there anyone who hasn't voted?
O.K. I can immediately take a
tally to find out what the result is. Mrs. Potenza will have to record how each
individual voted, and of course I will have to have her tally sheet before I turn
off the machine and I think it would be best if one of the Pages would go to the
back of the room and get the sheets."
MR. SIGNORE: "Can we re-do that, Mr. President1 I think there was a slight
confusion before we got into that. Just clear it am dc ••••• "
HR. HTLLER:
MR. SIGNORE:
vote aiain?"

''\I1hi!1t is!
. /
'~ell,

MRS. McINERNEY:

tho confusion?"
she voted ••• well, O.K.

Mrs. McInerney, would you like to

"I would like to vote again because I. ..... "

)

MR. MILLER: "vle11 , I will give you the option of changing your vote since I
haven't declared the vote. Mrs. McInerney, it would be possible for you to so
declare. You wish to change, no?' Mr. Livingston will then be recorded as a
NO vote; and Mrs. McInerney, what is yours? Mrs. McInerney is to be recorded as
a NO vote. I think that's the fairest way to handle this, so Mrs. McInerney and
Mr. Livingston are both NO votes.' We'll now take the tally. Mrs. Goldstein,
what's the problem?"
MRS. GOLDSTEIN:

"May I vote?"

(laughing)

MR. MILLER: "Is there anyone else who has not voted. O.K., we'll take the count.
Now of course I have to subtract two of the YES votes and make them NO votes.
Livingston and NcInerney were NO votes, so the tally then is 11 YES" votes and
24 NO votes, so Mr. Doyle is NOT CONFIRMED. Now I'll wait before I change the
machine, before I clear the machine. I'll wait to get the sheet of paper from
Mrs. Potenza so you just take your time, Mrs. Potenza."
THOSE VOTING IN fAVOR OF MR, DOYT,E - (11 YES VOTE~: ..
Dixon, Handy
(D-2)
Rose, Matthew A.
(D-3)
Hays, George V. (R- 20)
Rybnick , Gerald J. (D-4)
Loomis, Ralph C. (R-19j
Costello, Robert H. (D-6)
Hawe, Marie J.
(R-l)
Carlucci, Leo J.
(D-5)
Flanagan, Wm. H. (R-19)
Miller, Frederick E., Jr. (D-3)
Lowden, Lynn M. (D-l)
.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------(R-14)
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

ABSTENTION - 1 -"Adam E. Osuch

J
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THOSE VOTING IN OPPOSITION TO MR. DOYLE (24 NO VOTES) :
(D-9)
Perillo, Mildred J.
D'Agostino, Thomas J.
Morgan, Michael G.
(D-12)
McInerney, Barbara A.
Zimbler, Kurt A.
De-Rose, Joseph R.
(R-16)
Perillo, Alfred E.
(D-9)
Livingston, Jeremiah
Signore, S. A.
(R-IB)
Baxter, George G.
Wiesley, Vere
Nizolek, Christine M.
(R-13)
Lobozza, James D.
(R-17)
Goldstein, Sandra D.
Santy, Jeanne-Lois
(R-IB)
Sherer, Donald B.
Fox, John Wayne
(D-15)
Blum, David 1.
Ritchie, Mildred S.
Connors, George V.
(R-IO)
Glucksman, L. Morris
(D-H)
Walsh, Peter J.
Clark, Linda D.
Cosentini, Audrey M.
(D-6)

(D-l7)
(R-20)
(D-15)
(D-5)
(D-7)
(D-2)
(D-16)
(R-lO)
(D-12)

(D-B)
(D-7)
(R-13)

MR. DIXON: "I would now present the name of Mr. John A. Sedlak who is presently
serving as a member of the Zoning Board of Appeals and seeks confirmation of his
re-appointment to that Board. Mr. Sedlak was endorsed by a unanimous vote of
the Appointments Committee and 1 MOVE now for his confirmation.
MOVED and SECONDED.
MRS. SANTY:
a

"I would juotlikc to comment on Mr. Sedlak's appointment. He is

highly-qua1ifi~d,

d~dic"'l~d

individual Rlld I w!tolehe/,uLedly l'ecolllllltmd LhaL he

be approved by this Board."

/)

HR. LODOZZA:

"I'll go along with Mrs, Santy on that."

MR. SIGNORE:
nomination "

"I also go along with Mr.

MRS. McINERNEY:

Lob~zza

and Mrs. Santy on that particular

"I'd like to ask for a Roll Call Vote on this'person."

MR. MILLER: '~ell, that's possible-under the Rules. There is a request for a
Roll Call Vote. Would those members desiring a Roll Call Vote raise their
hands? The CHAIR sees an insufficient number. Well, raise your hands. I certainly didn't see one-fifth of ••• Idon't see one-fifth of the members present.
A roll call vote would have to be a roll call vote taken by the Clerk. We'll
now proceed to a vote on Item 112. I believe there's
POINT OF ORDER?"

a

MR. MORGAN: "Thank you, Mr. PreSident. If I could just make an observation and
a suggestion. This system seems to he R very ~lmbersome one, although it's
probably consistent to some degree'with the recommendation of the Legislative and
Rules Committee. It's really not conducive to, efficient operation of the Board.
Of the Boar~s deliberation tonight, so I would think that we might be able to
move through this thing much faster if we had a Roll call vote on each one of
these things,"
MR. MILLER: '~ell, you'll have to ask for a Roll Call vote as we take up each
one, and there was a request for a Roll Call vote and an insufficient number of
people wanted one, so that's all I can say. I have other people here. Mr. Hays?"
MR. HAYS: "Point of Order, Mr. President. If I understand )'lOur earlier comment
there, we have on our first item tonight modified the rules of the Board and not
really understood what we'd done. I interpret this to provide that we vote on
any item on the Agenda in a manner that will allow the recording of how we vote
individually. Now you earlier said, had said we could have Voice votes, which
in no way, as I can see, provide for the recording of how we vote."
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MR. MILLER: ''Yes, if it's a unanimous vote, and I think it was felt probably
that because under the Fiscal part of the Agenda, it's quite common to have several/-j
unanimous votes, but by changing the Rules in the way we changed them, we would
.
allow for several unanimous voice votes on Fiscal items."
MR. BAXTER: ''Mr. President, I would urge that we give the chance of the PIVISION'.
give it a chance to work by letting people t~king the Division have more that'
shot at trying to record it efficiently and urge that we don't get Roll Ca1l votes
just for the sake of speed yet."
MR. FOX: "Just very briefly, I feel that it was, let me say that the C()mmittee
felt that we would like to avoid, if possible, the neces~ityof a Roll Call vote
on every item for the very simple reason that we felt that would result·in much·
too much being taken for items that might well have the unanimous approval of the
Board. We left in the Rules the possibility that there could well be a unanimous
vote on, let us say, certain fiscal items. I feel that if we give this system,
using the machine, the opportunity to work, we will find that it will go along
~rather rapidly, and I would suggest that we give it just a little more time."
MRS. RITCHIE: "I suggest that we stick by the. machine and again I re.commend, as
we did last month, that we use Polaroid color film on the machine and therefore
attaoh it to eaoh vote or list that we might bc voting on and therefore it will
be P l'Opelly l'C!!cord~!d uud 1l w111 ut! much quick~r."
-

MR. MILLER: "A11 right, let's, well, we haw'no choice right now, at the moment,
but to proceed as the Rules dictate that we proceed. So I think I'll have to call
for a vote on confirmation of John A. Sedlak as a member of the Zoning Board of
.)
Appeals. The MOTION is CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY by all members present when the vote
was taken on Mr. Sedlak.
(2)

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS
MR. JOHN A. SEDIAK (R)
249 Hamilton Avenue
(Held in "Committee)

APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY
36 YES votes

Term Expires:
Dec. 1, 1980

MR. DIXON: "Next is the name of Mr. George Cohen, who was interviewed by the
AppOintments Committee on June 3rd, and although he was present at our Thursday
night's meeting, no further interview was made. His name is being re-submitted
for consideration. The interview of Mr. Cohen was quite lengthy, and theresulting vote on that date, Mr. PreSident, was 3 NO; 3 to HOLD IN COMMITTEE; and
2 ABSTENTIONS.
"However, Mr. Cohen did reappear before the Committee and he made a statement to
the Committee Without any further interview and the committee took a re-vote on
Mr. Cohen and theresulting vote now is 2 YES; 3 NO; and 3 ABSTENTIONS, so I
would HOVE fot!' Hr. Cohen's approval."

MR. MILLER: '~ith the proviSO, of course, that the Board understands what the
position of the members of the committee is. Is there a SECOND to that Motion?
MOVED and SECONDED, so the name is out on the floor for debate. We'll take
discussion on George Cohen."

J
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APPOINTMENTS COMMITTEE (continued)
MR. CONNORS: "I don't know how many members here know about Mr. Cohen, but
he has been associated with the Golf Authority for a good many years, being
originally appOinted in 1969 by Mayor Bruno Giordano. Prior to that he was
on the Hubbard Heights Golf Board for 13 years." (Mr. Connors went on at
length to pay many compliments to Mr. Cohen.)
MR. BAXTER: "Thank you. Part of the discussions or conversations about Mr.
Cohen in our last meeting centered around some of the problems concerning the
pool. Now, I've received a number of letters and conversations in support of
Mr. Cohen and because the hour is late, I would like to read a very small part
of one letter about that one problem of the pool for the members of the Board of
Representatives who weren't present for that, but whose vote was swayed by that
problem." (Mr. Baxter read from a letter from John J. Keenan who served on the
Golf Authority and explained that the pool did not meet safety specifications;
that the plumbing did not work properly for emptying and filling the pool; that
it could not meet the State Health Code for use as a municipal pool; there were
no dressing or toilet facilities, etc.)
"I urge that we support this person who's given a lot of his time and expertise
to the City of Stamford. Thank you."
MR. SIGNORE: "I wish to agree with what Mr. Connors and Mr. Baxter have said on
behalf of Mr. Cohen, and I MOVE that we endorse his nomination to the Golfing
Authority, and I think the debate being carried on about Mr. Coli en , I LhIuk. Is a
little far-fetched and I think at this point it should come to an end. Thank you."
(3)

STAMFORD GOLF AUTHORITY
(R)

MR. GEORGE COHEN
793 Cluh Road

APPROVED
19 YES
17 NO

Term Expires:
Jan. 1, 1979

(Second submission)
THOSE VOTING IN FAVOR (YES VOTES=19):
Hays, George V.
(R-20)
Dixon, Handy
(D-2)
LoomiS, Ralph C.
(R-19)
Signore, S. A.
(R-18)
Wiesley, Vere
(R-13)
Hawe, Marie J.
(R-l)
Santy, Jeanne-Lois
(R-18)
Flanagan, Wm. H.
(R-19)
Glucksman, L. Morris
(D-ll)
Lowden, Lynn M.
(D-l)
Rybnick, Gerald J.
(D-4)
Mclnf'>rut"y, Barbara A.
(R-20)
Baxter,George G.
(D-7)
Nizolek, Christine M.
(D-2)
Goldstein, Sandra D.
(D-16)
Blum, David I. .
(D-12)
(D-8) . ,
Connors, George V.
Cosentini, Audrey M.
(R-13)
Miller, Frederick E.,Jr.(D-3)

THOSE VOTING IN OPPOSITION (NO VOTES=l7)
Perillo, Mildred J.
(D-9)
(D-12)
Morgan, Michael G.
Zimbler, Kurt A.
(R-16)
Perillo, Alfred E.
(D-9)
Osuch, Adam E.
(R-14)
Lobozza, James D.
(R-17)
(D-15)
Fox, John Wayne
Ritchie, Mildred S.
(R-10)
Clark, Linda D.
(D-6)
Rose, Matthew A.
(D-3)
D'Agostino, Thomas J. (D-17)
nARoSA, Joseph R. '
CD-IS)
Livingston, Jeremiah
(D-5)
Sherer, Donald B.
(R-lO)
Costello, Robert H.
(D-6)
Carlucci, Le.o 'J.
(D-5)
Walsh, Peter J.
(D-7

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

MR. MILLER: A Voice Vote was taken. A Division was taken, using the machine.
Mr. Morgan's vote is to be recorded as a NO vote. Mr. Cohan has been CONFIRMED
by 19 YES votes; 17 NO votes.
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APPOINTMENTS COMMITTEE (continued)
MR. DIXON: "Next is the name of William Caporizzo to the Stamford Golf Authority.
The Committee approves Mr. Caporizzo's appointment by 4 YES votes; I NO vote; and
1 ABSTENTION, and I now ·MOVE for his confirmation."
MRS. McINERNEY: "Yes, through the CHAIR, I'd like to ask Mr. Dixon a question
which came up about Mr. Caporizzo doing work for the Golf Authority, but if I
remember correctly at one of our Housing Authority meetings, it was mentioned
that a plumb~r named Caporrizo was also doing -work for the Housing Authority.
Is this the same Caporizzo?"

MR. DIXON: "This is a question that was raised during the interview and Mr. Caporizzo has not done any work directly on his own for the Housing Authority. He has,
however, done work, some work for the Housing Authority through his employer. Mr.
Caporizzo does not recognize this as even being a remote possibility of a conflict.
He declares thougO that if it does constitute even a remote possible conflict-ofinterest, he would be willing to refuse to do any further work for the Housing
Authority or any other City Agency."
MRS. McInerney:

"Then he has no personal interest, he has no personal ownership

in thisl husinesS! pArtner5lhip?"

MR. DIXON: "R!::> c;dsno personal ownership. He only works for the company.
company is owned by relatives, by his relatives."

The

MR. MILLER called for a Voice Vote. A Division was deemed necessary and it was
taken with Mr. Caporizzo being CONFIRMED by a vote of 30 YES; 6 NO, as listed
below.
(4)

STAMFORD GOLF AUTHORITY
MR. WILLIAM CAPORIZZO (R)
339 Strawberry Hill Ave.
(Held in ,Committee)

APPROVED
30 YES
6 NO

VOTING IN FAVOR (30 YES VOTES):
Morgan, Michael G.
(D-12)
Zimbler, Kurt A.
(R-16)
Dixon, Handy
(D-2)
Hays, George V.
(R-20)
Loomis, Ralph C.
(R-19)
Osuch, Adam E.
(R-14)
Signore, S. A.
(R-18)
(R-13)
Wies ley, Vere
(R-17)
Lobozza, James D.
(R~18)
Santy, Jeanno-Lois
(D-15)
FOX, John Wayne
Ritchie, Mildred S.
(R-IO)
(R-19)
Flanagan, William H.
(D-l)
Lowden, Lynn N.
(D-3
Rose, Matthew A.

Term Expires:
J'an. 1, 1979

~

Rybnick, Gerald J.
D' Agost.ino, Thomas J.
DeRose, Joseph R.
Livingston, Jeremiah
Baxter, George G.
Nizolek, Christine M.
Goldstein, Sandra D.
Sherer, Donald B.
Costello, Robert H.
Carlucci, Leo J.
Blum, David 1.
Connors, George V.
Walsh, Peter J.
Cosentini, Audrey M.
Miller,Frederick E., Jr.

(D-4)
(D-l7)
(D-15)
(D-5)
(D-7)
(D-2)
(D-16)
(R-lO)
(D-6)
(D~5)

(D-12)
(D-B)

(D-7)
(R-13)
(D-3)

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------

THOSE VarING IN OPPOSITION (6 NO VOTES):
Perillo, Mildred J.
(D-9)
Glucksman, L. Morris
Perillo, Alfred E.
(D-9)
Clark, Linda D.
Hawe, Marie J.
(R-I)
McInerney, Barbara A.

(D-11)
(D-6)
(R-20)

.J
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APPOINTMENTS Cill1MITTEE (continued)
MR. DIXON: Next is the name of Dr. Herman Rockoff for the Board of Tax Review.
The committee vote resulted in a TIE, with 4 YES and 4 NO; therefore, the Committee has no recominendation, but I would MOVE for Dr. Rockoff's approvaL, for
clarification of the vote for this Board."
MOVED and SECONDED.
There was no'discussion. A Voice vote was taken but was not clear, so a Division
by machine was taken with the result being that Dr. Rockoff w~s APPROVED by a vote
of 19 YES; 15 NO; and 1 ABSTENTION, there being 35 on the floor and voting at that
time.
(5)

BOARD OF TAX REVIEW
DR. HERMAN S. ROCKOFF (R)
One Strawberry Hill Court
(Held in Committee)

Term Expires:
Dec. 1, 1980

APPRDVED
19 YES
15 NO
1 ABSTENTION

THOSE VOTING IN FAVOR
Horgan, Hich<'1f!l n.
Dixon, Handy
Rays, George V.
Hawe, Marie J.
Fox, John Wayne
Flanagan, William H.
Glucksman, L. Morris
Lowden, Lynn M.
Rybnick, Gerald J.
McInerney, Barbara A.
DeRose, Joseph R.
Baxter, George G.
Nizolek, Christine M.
Goldstein, Sandra D.
Sherer, Donald B.
Costello, RobeDt H.
CarluCCi, Leo J.
Walsh, Peter J.
Miller, Frederick E., Jr.

THOSE VOTING IN OPPOSITION (15 NO VOTES):
(n-9)
Perillo,MUdred J.
:limbler, Kurt A.
(a-Hi)
Perillo, Alfred E.
(D-9)
Osuch, Adam E.
(R-14)
(R-18)
Signore, S. A.
ilies1ey, Vere
(R-13)
Lobozza, James D.
(R-17)
(R-18)
Santy, Jeanne-Lois
Ritchie, Mildred S.
(R-10)
Clark, Linda D.
(D-6)
(D-3)
Rose, Matthew A.
(D-17)
D'Agostino, Thomas J.
Livingston, Jeremiah
(D-5)
Blum, David I.
(D-12)
(R-13)
Cosentini, Audrey H.
ABSTENTION (1):
Loomis, Ralph C.

(R-19)

MR. MILLER:

"I don't think I can call those abstentions. I think those individuals
just have to be recorded as not ••• it wouldn't be proper to record; to record them as
abstention!'!, so those members not voting on this vote will simply be recorded as
such. Since it's an open vote, not a closed vote, you don't abstain unless you
indicate by lH:l.y lug yuu l1ueLalu. All llghL, 11.1:. LOman Wil!lhal'l to be record(}d 09
abstaining on this vote on Dr. Rockoff, so Mr. Loomis will be recorded as an
abstention.
MR. DIXON: Next is the name of Mr. Irving Slifkin. Although Mr. Slifldn has the
required credentials and appears to be one of good rapport, members of th~cc~it
tee found reasons not to endorse the appointment. The vote of the committe..::: .. '>: "
2 YES; 4 NO; and 2 ABSTENTIONS. To Simplify the vote of this Board, Mr. Pres:;.
I would MOVE for Mr. Slifkin's approval."
MOVED and SECONDED.
MR. SIGNORE:
~-~

"-t~._

"Just a clarification on the way Mr. Dixon is presenting the nomina..... -""' ...~ __ ."'+-+-,....
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... .,...-.+- .... .-

t')

"U'T:"t"f ..

I.

"'T~

"' . . _

T\.I ... _~ ....

..f<!:"'l

~~"?'''''''n-

T

M()'tT'J;'

f'~.,..

~nn .... n·u·.. !1

11,362

JULY 12, 1976 REGULAR }fEETTNG MTNlITES

APPOINTMENTS COMMITTEE (continued)
MR. MILLER: "It's a device to get i t out before the full Board and I think that's
what we want, so it should be clear that there is a certain kind of vote in the
committee and I think Mr. Dixon made that clear."

C)

MR. SIGNORE: "No, but I think maybe I don't want to find fault with Dixon because
I have a good relationship with him, but I think the word "I nominate" or I rather
than "I move his name on the floor", rather than that, say "I approve", you know."
MR. MILLER: )'1 think Mr. Dixon is indicating that he is making the MOTION on his
own and not on behalf of the Committee. I think he's making it very clear as to
what the committee wants to do, Mr. Signore."
.
MR. SIGNORE: "He's the Chairman of the Committee and he speaks for the committee,
doesn't he? I just want a clarification."
MR. MILLER: '~ell, it hasn't been uncommon; all I can say, Mr. Signore, is, for
instance, it hasn't happened so often lately but I remember several times when
the chairman of the Fiscal Committee, not Mr. Morgan but his predecessors, pursued
the very same kind of policy in order to facilitate the voting, and to get the matter out before the Board; and to look at it in terms of practicalities, we've got
to. get the name out and then you can vote YES or NO."
MRS. "COSENTINI: '~aybe
rder to make it clear so everybody feels comfortable
about it when a committee has a negative recommendation, but they want to put
forth the motion in a positive form so that if people are voting YES, they're
voting for the thing. They could add to the motion that I MOVE for acceptance
of so-and-so, with a negative recommendation from the committee right in the
Motion, so that it's clear;that might make everybody happy."

"J

MR. DIXON: "I have no particular desire to report in this form. It's just that
to my knowledge, this has been the procedure for a number of years and I'm pretty
much follOWing the same procedure that has been used."
MR. LOOMIS: "Yes, I'd like to speak in favor of Mr. Slifkin's appointment, his
re-appointment. He is a man with a distinguished academic background. He's had
broad experience in the senior management affairs of Shell Oil as an attorney.
He's practiced in Federal District courts in 5 states throughout the country, and
before the U. S. Supreme Court. He's a member and an officer of various local
organizations here in Stamford;he's active in affairs of the American Bar, the
New York Bar and Connecticut Bar Associations. He's been a resident of Stamford
for eight years; is a member of the Sewer Commission; he's been independent, hardworking, a faithful member and I think he's the kind of person we should involve
in the local affairs of our municipal government, and I hope the Board will see
fit to continue his involvement on the Sewer Commission by voting for his re-appOintment."
HR. LOBOZZA: "To get back to Mr. Dixon, Mr. PreSident, I just wish that he would
come out and say that the committee recommends disapproval of this candidate and
if he wants to make a minority report, I think he has his rights to do that, but
it should come out that the committee recommends YES or NO."
MR. MILLER: "All right, your pOint is well-taken, but I guess I would have to say:
in defense of Mr. Dixon th~t it's unusual; this is the first time since he's been
__)
chairman I think, that he s had so many of these split votes and so on, and so I
think we'll try to do our best but your point is well-taken. I think Mr. Dixon is
trying to clearly indicate the pOSition of the committee on all of ~hese individuals.
Is there any further discussion on IRving Slifkin? Mrs. McInerney.

~
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APPOINTMENTS COMMITTEE (continued):
MRS. McINERNEY: "Yes, I would also like to SECOND Mr. Slifkin'g nomination. I
think he's done a very good job since he's been on the Sewer Commission, and I
would have to agree with Mr. Loomis and be thankful that we have people such as
he who are willing to serve on our Boards."
MR. MILLER: '~e will proceed to a vote on Irving Slifkin.
using the machine."

We'll take a DIVISION,

"Mr. President, will the record please indicate that I've ABSTAINED
on this vote?"

Mi{. sm':]{Ei{:

MR. HILLER: "The record will indicate that Donald Sherer is abstaining on the
vote on confirming Irving Slifkin. Mr. Slifkin is CONFIRMED by a vote of
28 YES; 7 NO; and 1 ABSTENTION."
(6)

SEWER COMMISSION
MR. IRVING SLIFKIN (R)
211 Shelter Rock Road
(Held in Committee)

Term Expires:
Dec. 1, 1980

APPROVED
28 YES
7 NO
1 AnOTEN'l'TON

/)

THOSE VOTING IN FAVOR (YES = 28 VOTES):
(D-12)
Morgan, Michael G.
(D-2)
Dixon, Handy
Hays, George V.
(R-20)
Loomis, Ralph C.
(R-19)
Osuch, Adam E.
(R-14)
Wiesley, Vere
(R-13)
Hawe, Marie J.
(R-l)
Fox, John Wayne
(D-15)
Ritchie, Mildred S.
(R-lO)
Flanagan, William H.
(R-19)
Clark, Linda D.
(D-6)
Lowden, Lynn M.
(D-l)
Rose, Matthew A.
(D-3)
Rybnick, Gerald J.
(D-4)
THOSE VOTING IN OPPOSITION (NO = 7 VOTES):
Perillo, Mildred J.
(D-9)
Zimbler, Kurt A.
(R-16)
Perillo, Alfred E.
(D-9)
Signore, S. A.
(R-18)

D'Agostino, Thomas J.
McInerney, Barbara A.
DeRose, Joseph R.
LiVingston, Jeremiah
Baxter, George G.
Nizolek, Christine M.
Goldst~~andra D.
Costello, Kobert H.
Carlucci, Leo J.
Blum, David 1.
Connors, George V.
Walsh, Peter J.
Cosentini, Audrey M.
Miller, Frederick E., Jr.

(D-17)
. (R-20)
(D-15)
(D-5)
(D-7)
(D-2)
(D-16)
(D-6)
(D-5)
(D-12)
(D-8)
(D-7)
(R-13)
(D':"3)

Lobozza, James D.
Santy, Jeanne-Lois
Glucksman, L. Morris

(R-17)
(R-18)
(D-ll)

------------------------------------------------------ ---------~---------------

AnSTENTION .., 1

~

Donald tiherer (R-LO)

MR. DIXON: "Next is the name of Dr. Gary Lessin. The committee voted 6 YES and
2 ABSTENTION3 for Dr. Lessin, and I so MOVE for his approvaL" MOVED and SECONDED.
MR. MILLER: "The Chair would ask that i t be recorded that George Connors has
left the meeting (12;08 a.m.) and there are now 35 members of the Board present."
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APPOINTMENTS COMMITTEE (continued):
MR. HAYS: "Yes, rtd like to second the name of Dr. Lessin. I've known Dr. and
Mrs. Lessin for the majority of the ten years I've been in Stamford, and have
witnessed and participated with him in certain civic activities. I know he is
keenly and Sincerely interested in Stamford and I think his wisdom and his energy
would be a complement both to the agency and the City of Stamford."
MRS.McINERNEY: "Yes, as one of the representatives from the 20th district, I
would like to SECOND the nomination of Gary Lessin. He's tireless. He works
very hard. ~etd be a great addition to SWRPA. I can't think of enough nice
things to say about him. lIe has energies unlimited and I would agree with everything George scaid and hope this Board will confirm him."
MR. LOBOZZA:

"I also would like to SECOND that nomination."

MRS. COSENTINI: "Yes, I would like to SECOND Dr. Gary Lessin's nomination,
and comment that he has a wonderful Wife behind him to help him t too."
MR. MILLER: uIf there is no further debate, we'll proceed to a vote on Dr.
Gary Lessin to the Southwestern Regional Planning Agency. The MOTION is CARRIED
UNANIMOUSLY. Let it be recorded that the 35 members present are in favor of
Dr. Gary Lessin's appointment.
.
(7)

SOUTHWESTERN REGION'
DR. GARY LESSIN (~)
8 Four Brooks Drive
(Held in Committee)

'.NNING AGENCY

Term Expires:
March 15, 1978

APPROVED
UNANIMOUSLY - 35 YES

MR. DIXON: '~ext is the name of Charles Grinnell for the Zoning Board. The
ApPointments Committee has not endorsed Mr. Grinnell's appointment to the Zoning
Board. The vote was UNANIMOUS for his DENIAL. To simplify the vote of this
Board, I will MOVE for Mr. Grinnell's approval."
MR. MILLER: "All right, but it's obvious, of course, that, well, I think the
point is clear Mr. Grinnell, I think it's wuite obvious that Mr. Grinnell did
not do well with the committee, but we have a MOTION and I .accept that motion.
Is there a SECOND to that motion? MOVED and SECONDED. II

MR. SIGNORE: "Point of Order, Mr. Chairman. The vote went 7-0 against the man
and Mr. Dixon was one of the people that voted against Mr. Grinne11.in committee.
He says r put his name up for approval noW'. It doesn't ••••• "
MR. MILLER: '~e11, well, I think it was quite obViOUS to the full Board what the
result of the committee's vote was, 7 members of the committee voted, and they all
voted negative as far as recommending that the full Board confirm Mr. Grinnell as
a memher of the Zoning HOArn~ ao T thfnk that'~ ~lear, Ann T thfnk the r.hafr fA
making it clear although the name is out here before us, it is the unanimous recommendation of the 7 membera of the committee voting, that Mr. Grinnell not be confirmed by the full Board."

/)
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APPOINTMENTS COMMITTEE (continued):

MR. FIANAGAN: "Just to reinforce what you've said and what the chairman of the
appointments committee, and also in the past, in fiscal, if you don't make it a
YES for the man and NO against the man; you.~· •• then voting YES means NO, and NO
means YES every time you come out with a contrary report from the committee. In
the past five years that I've been on the Board, the committee chairmen have always
come out with an affirmative motion, even though the. committee hag reported against
it; that's Fiscal, L&R, Appointments, or what-not. It's always been done this way.
I don't know why people are having trouble with it tonight,"
MR. BAXTER: "I would like to compliment Mr. Dixon in his wisdom in setting forth
the votes this way to ensure a lack of confusion, so that we know a YES means to
confirm and a NO means to deny. Thank you."
MR. MILLER: "Is there any further discussion on this appointment? If not, we'll
proceed to a vote on Charles Grinnell. We'll take a DIVISION, us:i.ng the machine.
Mr. LOOMIS is ABSTAINING. Mr. Grinnell has NOT BEEN confirmed. There are 11 YES
votes'; 23 NO votes; and Mr. Loomis is being recorded as an Abstention.' There are
35 members present since Mr. Connors left.
(8)

Tellll rr..Kpl~f!!~:

ZONTNG IHli\RP

MR. CHARLES GRINNELL (R)
83 Wire Mill Road
(Held in Committee)

DENIED
11 YES
23 NO
1 ABSTENTION

THOSE VOTING IN FAVOR (11 YES VOTES):
Hays, George V.
(R-20)
Osuch, Adam E.
(R-14)
Wiesley, Vere
(R-13)
Hawe, Marie J.
(R-l)
Flanagan, William H. (R-19)
(D-I)
Lowden, Lynn M.

Rybnick, Gerald J.
McInerney, Barbara A.
DeRo!
Toseph R.
Cosentild., Audrey M.
Miller, Frederick E., Jr.

Dec. 1, 1980

(D-4)
(R-20)
(D-15)
(R:'13)

(D-3)

-------------------------------------------------.--_.----------------------

THOSE VOTING IN OPPOSITION (23 NO VOTES):
Perillo, Mildred J.
(D-9)
Rose, Matthew A.
Morgan, Michael G.
(D-12)
D'Agostino, Thomas J.
Zimbler, Kurt A.
(R-16)
Livingston, Jeremiah
Dixon, Handy
(D-2)
Baxter, George G.
Perillo, Alfred E.
(D-9)
Nizolek, Christine M.
Signore, S. A.
(R-18)
Goldstein, Sandra D.
Lobozza, James D.
(R-17)
Sherer, Donald B.
Santy, Jeanne-Lois
(R-18)
Costello, Robert H.
Fox, John Wayne
(D~15)
Carlucci, Leo J.
Ritchie, Mildred S.
(R-IO)
Blum, David·I.
Glucksman, L. Morris
(D-!l)
Walsh, Peter J.
Clark, Linda D.
(D~6)

(D-3)
(D-17)
(D-5)
(D-7)
(D-2)
CD-16,)
(R-lO)
(D-6)
(D-5)
(D-12)
(D-7)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

~~~~~!e~_:_!_:_~~!~~_~~~~~~_S~:!~2

____________________ __________________ _

MR. DIXON: "Next. is the name of Carl Becker as an Alternate to the Zoning
Board. The Committee conducted an exten.sive interview with Mr. Becker and
ha'Ve endorsed him by voting 7 YES; 1 NO; and 1 Abstention, and I MOVE for his
approval.
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APPOINTMENTS COMMITTEE (continued)
MR. MILLER: "SECONDED by Mr.s. McInerney. If there's no discussion, we'll proceed ' )
to a vote. Just wait a second. We'll take a DIVISION, using the machine. Let
Mrs. Cosentini be recorded as a YES vote. Mr. Becker has been CONFIRMED with 29 YES
votes; 6 NO votes. lI ·
ZONING BOARD ALTERNATE
(9) MR. CARL BECKER (R)
41 Red Fo'll; Road
(Held in Committee)
THOSE VOTING IN FAVOR
Perillo, Mildred J.
Morgan, Michael G.
Zimbler, Kurt A.
Dixon, Handy
Hays, George V.
T~oomis. Ralph C.
Wiesley, Vere
Hawe, Marie J.
FOX, John Wayne
RiLchle, Mlldred D.
Flanagan, Wm. H.
Clark, Linda D.
Lowden, Lynn M.
Rose, Matthew A.
Rybnick Gerald J.

Term Expires:
Dec. l, 1980

APPROVED
29 YES
6 NO

(29 YES):
(D-9)
(D-12)
(R-16)
(D-2)
(R.. 20)
(R-19)
(R-13)
(R-l)
(D;'lS)

DtAgostino, Thomas J.
McInerney, BarbaraA.
DeRose, Joseph R.
LiVingston, Jeremiah
Baxter, George G.
Nizolek, Christine M.
Goldstein, Sandra D.
Sherer, Donald B.
CosteHo, Robert H.

(1-1-10)

Oarluccl. J

(R-19)
(D-6)
(D-l)

Blum, David 1.
Walsh, Peter J.
Cosentini, Audrey M.
Miller, Frederick E., Jr.

(D-3)
(D-4)

1.1:'11

.T.

(D-17)
(R-20)
(D-lS)
. (D .. S)

(D-7')

(D-2)
(D-16)

(R-IO)
(D-6)
(D~5)

(D-12)
(D-7)
(R-13)

(D-3)

----------------------~------------------------------- -------------------------

THOSE VOTING IN OPPOSITION (6 NO):
Perillo, Alfred E.
(D-9)
.
Osuch, Adam E.
(R-14)
Signore, S. A.
(R-18)
MR. DIXON:

Lobozza, James D.
Santy, Jeanne-Lois
Glucksman, L. Morris

(R-17)
(R w 18)

(D-ll)

"That ends my report, Mr. President. 1I

MR. SIGNORE: ''Mr. President, because of the lateness of the hour, ,and actually
a good break-off point in our Agenda, I MOVE FOR ADJOURNMENT until Wednesday
night at 8:00 p.m.
MR. MILLER: "A MOTION has been made and SECONDED to ADJOURN the meeting to
Wednesday evening at 8 ot clock. 'I'his isn't really debatable."
MR. SIGNORE: nyou can change that- date to. whatever would be more convenient to
everyone, but the Republicans have a Thursday Convention and Friday and Saturday."
MR. MILLER:
next week."

"The Democrats, well, we have a Congressional Convention Tuesday of

MR. BAXTER: "Point of Order, Mr. PreSident, is the MOTION made by the Co-Minority
Leader severable; that is, the MOTION to ADJOURN is not debatable, but isn't the
second part of it, that is ,the-date ......
MR. MILLER:. ''Well, I think, to be practicable, we've got to have some discusstonJ
about the date, yes."
MR. BAXTER: ''The date is under discussion.
venient for everyone."

Whatever day you know, make it con-

·

'
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''Wednesday, I think, seems to be all right.

Mr. Morgan?"

MR. MORGAN: "Since the Republicans haveconventioris this weekend, and the
Democrats have conventions this w~ek and next week, I would suggest that Thursday,
July 22nd is the first day that ail of us would not have some kind of a conflict."
MR. MILLER: ''Well, I'm not ••• we,we11, that motion is not acceptable right now.
Mr. Blum? I would have to say that we have a MOTION to ADJOURN the meeting to
Wednesday evening at 8:00 p.m. of this week, which would be July 14th, and that
MOTION was made and SECONDED. Is there a question?"
MR. HAYS:

"I MOVE THE QUESTION."

MRS. PERILLO: '~r. Miller, is there any possibility we could meet tomorrow night
to finish this?"
MR. MILLER: -''Well, I think there's a conflict with a lot of our people who are
deeply engaged in politics. So to be fair, I don't think tomorrow night is good
for a large number of people. 1I
NRR. 'PF.RTT,T.O:

''Tlle Democrats have something going Wednosda.y night alBo."

MR. MILLER: liThe question has been called. Let's vote on MOVING THE QUESTION.
The MOTION is CARRIED. We'll now vote on the MOTION TO ADJOURN to Wednesday
evening. The CHAIR if:! itt c.louuL. WI::! f 11 Lak.e a DIVI8ION, ul!ing the machine,
The MOTION is LOST. The vote is 17 to 17 (laughter).
MR. LOBOZZA:
MR. MILLER:
MR. RYBNICK:

"I make a MOTION that we ADJOURN to TOMORROW NIGHT at 8
''MOVED and SECONDED.
"I'll

pas~

The

C'",JA

TR is in doubt.

0'

clock."

We' 11 use the machine."

now."

MR. MILLER: ''We'll take a count (end of Tape side #5). The MOTION to ADJOURN
to the following Monday, July 19th, is CARRIED. It had been SECONDED by Mr.
Rybnick.
liThe STEERING COMMITTEE Heeting can be held at the end of the regular adjourned
meeting next MOnday.
ADJOURNMENT: The regular meeting was adjourned at 12:30 a.m., after voting to
meet on Monday next, July 19, 1976 at 8:00 P.H.

Halon H. McEvoy,Adminif.ltr41tiv~ tHIFti,l,hlnt
(and Recording Secretary)
v

-)

Frederick E. Hiller, Jr., Pres
14th Board of Representatives
BF:HMM

Note:

Above meeting was broadcast in
its entirety over Radio WSTC.

-)
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MINUTES OF ADJOURNED MEETING OF JULy 19, 1976

')

14th BOARD OF REPRESENTATIVES
STAMFORD! COIDmCTICUT
An Adjourned Meeting, being adjourned from the Ragular Monthly Meeting of the
14th Board of Representatives of the City of Stamford, Connecticut, Qas held
on Monday. july 19, 1976, in the Legislative Chambers of the Board, 429 Atlantic
Street, Stamford, in order to complete the unfinished business still pending from
the previous meeting of July 12, 1976.
The meeting was called to . order by the PRESIDENT, FREDERICK E. MILLER, JR., at
8:25 P.M., preceded by a short caucus of both parties.
It

MOMENT OF SILENCE - Mr. Miller called for a Moment of Silence in memory of a
lady, Mrs. Helen (Walter) Betz of 35 Arnold Drive. She
pasiQd away this evening at 5:25 p.m. }tt~. Betz was a regular attender of
Board meetings for many, many years. She hadn't been able to get out recently.
Thank you. It

.-\
j

~.1IL SIGNORE!.
"Na.y I say something about Mrs. Betz. She was long a Republican
worker and Qas a very dedicated Republican, and she's from my district. r've
known her for a few years noW and the Party has lost a real, real worker, a
real person, and I think we should send a letter to Mr. Betz. Thank you,'f

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG:

The PreSident led the members in the Pledge
of Allegiance to the Flag.

MR. MILLER, in the absence of the Clerk, Linda D. Clark, appOinted MRS. MILDRED
RITCHIE to be ACTING CLERK OF THE BOARD for this evening. He then asked her to
Call the Roll.
(Ynere was a brief RECESS lasting from 8:34 p.m. to 8:48 p.m.)
ROLL CALL:

Roll Call was taken by Acting Clerk Mildred Ritchie. There were 29
members present and 11 absent. However, two members came in between
9:00 and 10:00 p.m., with a resulting attendance of 31 present and 9 absent.
The nine members absent were: Leo CarlUCCi, Linda Clark, Joseph DeRose, Leonard
Hoffman, Michael Morgan (excused), Adam Osuch, John Sandor, and Jeanne-Lois Santy,
and George Ravallese. (Mr. Glucksman came in at 9:35 and Mr. Livingston at 9:52).

The PRESIDENT declared a QUORUM.
GHECK OF TII.V VnrTITQ MACHINE;

A .check of tIle vU.L1ug w.!!t.!.hiue wa.~ conducted and
it'was found to be in good working order.

MR. MILLER: "For our purposes this evening, Mrs. RITCHIE will be assigned No. 20
as far as the voting machine goes, so Mrs. Ritchie will be No. 20 rather than Mrs.
Clark. Mrs. McEvoy is going to take care of the recording. Thank you.

J

"In the absence of Mr. Morgan, the Fiscal Committee Report will be given by Mr.
Rybnick, the Vice-Chairman of the Fiscal Committee.
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FISCAL COMMITTEE - Gerald Rybnick, Vice-Chairman

-~-J

MR. RYBNICK: The Fiscal Committee met July 7, 1976 at. 7 :30 p.m. The follOTNing
I
8 members ~ere present: Chairman Michael Morgan, Vice-Chairman Gerald Rybnick,
Sandy Goldstein, Linda Clark, Jeremiah Livingston, Audrey Cosentini, Ralph Loomis,
and Mildred Ritchie. Absent ~ereChristine Nizo1ek. and George Hays and they were
excused. The Committee held this request last month pending further study; and
at the July 7th meeting vote.d 8 in favo·r and I so MOVE. ,t
MR. PERILLO: "The Public Works Committee met on this~ Present were Perillo,
Lobozza, Ravallese, Zimbler, Osuch and Walsh. And ~e concurred ~ith a vote of
6-0 in favor of this appropriation."
-[1)

S 86,000.00 -

MR. MILLER:

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT - Code 616.0000 Street Lighting Needed to complete the fiscal year 1975-1976 (DPW Commissioner
Rotondo's letter 5/7/76; Mayor C1apes' letter 5/10/76; Approved
by Board of Finance 5/13/76.) Held in Committee June 14, 1976.

MOVED and SECONDED.

The MOTION is CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

MR. RYBNICK: This is a proposed resolution to the 1976/77 Capital Projects
Budget fOL the Glenbrook Road Elderly- Housini Pro iec.t. 11'li:~ ~rpt"npt"i ~t:il1n
essentiAlly represents a guarantee by the City to pay for some unforeseen
expense that might arise during the course of construction. Any such unforeseen expense might be later paid for by the Federal Government upon application.
l~is ~roject is 100% financed by the Connecticut Housing Finance Authority with
HUD mortgage insurance of the amount. Total cost of the pro j ect is $1,128, 000 .
Our Committee on July 7th voted 8-0 in favor and I so MOVE.
(2)

)

$ 60,000.00 - STAMFORD HOUSING AUTHORITY - PROPOSED RESOLUTION ~~NDING
THE 1976-1977 C~PITAL PROJECTS BUDGET BY ADDING A NEW PROJECT
ENTITLED I1GLENBROOK ROAD ELDERLY HOUS ING PROJE ern IN A SUM
NOT TO EXCEED SIXTY THOUSP.u~D DOLLARS ($60,000.00) - required
per Mayor1s letter 5/13/76; 5/13/76 l~tter from Housing Authority Pres. A.J.Marrucco; 5/19/76 letter from. S.J.Bernstein,
Chairman Pro Tem of Planning Board; Approved by Board of
Finance 5/20/76. (Held in Committee 6/14(76).

MR. MIlLER asked for a report from Mr. Livingston's committee, and since he is
not present, inquired if there ~Nere a repor.t on behalf of. tha.t: committee.
MRS. McINERNEY: We had a quorum of committee members meet ~ith Fiscal. I don't
believe that Mr. Livingston actually did take a vote of those members; however,
I think that T.ve did get the information that ~e were asked for last month,
MR. MILLER:

NO, it should he.:considered.

MRS. McINERNEY:

Then there

~ould

be no report if Mr. Livingston didn't take a vote.

MR.. MILLER:

Well, I'm going to have to ask for a MarION to SUSPEND THE RULES
because we do have this requirement that items over $2,000.00 go to a second
committee and would somebody make that Motion. All right, we'll take a recess
so Hrs. McInerney can meet with the committee. We'll have a brief recess.'1
RECESS lasted from 9:34 p.m. to 9:41 p.m.

11 ,370

MINUTES OF ADJOURNED MEETING OF JULy 19, 1976
FISCAL COMMITTEE (continued)

MR. MILLER: I~ould you please take your seats. The CBaIR would advise the members
present tonight that the NO SMOKING signs are posted and smoking is illegal, and I
would hope that we would all observe that rule. It's not just a rule of the Board.
It' 3 STATE LAW and Sheriff Bl.ois is willing to enforce the law, if it b.ecomes
necessary. (laughter)~ Do we have a report from the Public Housing and General
Relocation Committee, Mrs. Mclnerney?lt
MRS. McINERNEY: Yes, thank you. The Rousing Cemmittee met in quorum about five
or ten minutes ago, and based en all the informati.on we received in the joint
meeting of Fiscal and Rousing, 4 members were present and 4 members voted in
favor of this, so we are in agreement: with Fiscal.
MOVED and SECONDED.
MR. SIGNORE: I wanted to go on record I am in favor of Senior Citiz"en ROUSing
what eve ra. However, r think that once this project has been completed, it should
be required that th~ Stamferd Housing Authority maintain and operate the Glenbrook Elderly Rousing as it dees ether Senier Citizen facilities. If not, it
would set a dangerous precedent.,
MR. MILLER called for a vete on the main MOTION and it was CARRIED UNANTI10USLY.
RESOLUTION NO. 1055-A
AMENDING THE 1976-1977 CAPITAL PROJECTS BUDGET BY ADDING A NEW
PROJECT E1"TITLED "GLENBROOK ROAD ELDERLY HOUSING PROJECT" IN A
SUM NOT TO EXCEEDSJXTY THOUSAND OOLLARS ($60~000.00) TO SERVE AS
SECURITY IN THE EVENT OF UNFORESEEN DEFICITS.
BE A.J.'fD IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED BY the 14th Beat" d .of Repre:sen tativ.es .of the
City .of Stamferd, Cennecticut in accerdance with the City Charter:

L

To adept an ame.Ildment to the 1976-1977 Capital Prejects Budget by adding
a project in. a_ ~um not-tO-exceed SL"TIY THOUSMm OOLLARS ($60,,000.00) to
be known as "GLENBRd01CIWAJT ELDERLY HOUSING PROJECT'',;

2_

Said funding to serve as security .or guaranty in theev'ent .of unforeseen
deficits in the initiation and completion of the proposed project; and
is te be used only as a centingency fund to cover unfereseen problems".

3.

This project is to consist .of 44 units to be built: under a non-profit
mortgager corperation knewn as "Glenbrook Road Elderly Housing", No.
017-35073-NP-WAL'1-L8" and to. be- financed by the Cennecticut Heusing
Finance Authority (CHFA) and HUD'S Mortgage Credit Branch.

3.

That the Stamford Housing Autherity shall,. if they experience any lIextras"
in the ceurse .of censt:ruction~ seek a mortgage increase frem HUD and CHFA
te cover such added costs.

4.

The Mayer of Stamford is autherized te advise HUD .of the City's willingness to back this preject in a sum netto exeeed SL~ THOUSAl~D OOLLARS.

5.

Tnis resolutien shall take effect upon

enactment~

a _________________________________ -_______________________ -_____________________ _
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FISCAL COMMITTEE (con tinued)
(3)

$

1.932.66 - REOUEST TO TRANSFER ADDITIONAL SUM FROM ONE DEPARTMENT TO
ANOTHER - Transfer from "SUNDRIES" Code 998.0000 to "PERFORMING
ARTS u Code 720.5805 (Pink Tent) -($6,000.00 '.vas transferred on
this Board's approval 6/l4/7~) - Ad~itional sum required as
follows: (Bo.ard of Finance approved 6/17/76)
,Fire Prevention
$ 1,578.88
Printing
154.00 .
d 1 932: 60-->
__,

MR. RYBNICK:
MR.. BLOIS:
MR. MILLER:
(4)

$

Fiscal Cornmittae voted 8-0 and I so

. "

i

MOVE~

PARKS and RECREATION Committee concurs, Sir.
MOVED and SECONDED.

The MOTION is CARRIED UNANTI10USLY.

6,510.00 - REQUEST TO TRANSFER FUNDS FROM ONE DEP.IffiTMENT TO ANOTHER - To
pay salary of Traffic Director, Ronald Iveber, for first three
months of fiscal year 1976-1977 (Mayor's letter &/7/76 enclosing Samuel Bernstein (Planning Board) letter of 6/7/76 enclosing letter of 6/2/76 from Task Force on Traffic members (5):

? 15,51U.UU

1'ti.Atmn:!{. fL-{J)b'L

~1.lO.0101

TRANSFER TO:

104.0101 Planning Board ... ...... ..... $ 6,510.00

Pul.i-.:¢

DIIlI..hlJ.:·lIllBIIL •••••••••••.

iBoi.rd: of Finanae a.pprovod 6/17/76, after L"!:!uuclug d.U1()unL requested from $8,984.00 to $6,510.00 (from 4 months' salary to
3 months' saiary) with STIPULATION that further funding will
be refused unless significant action as outlined in Mr. Fox's
letter is taken to resolve the fundamental issues involved.

~

_)

MR.. RYBNICK:

This is another request to transfer funds froaL one department to
another. In this case from the Police Department to the Planning Board in order
to pay the salary of the Traffic Director for a period of three months. The Committee in our July 7th meeting voted 8-0 to hold this, but tonight after a request
from the Planning Board, Mr. Bernstein, we polled the Committee and they voted
5 yes 3 no to hold and I so MOVE to bring it out.

MRS. GOLDSTEIN: A similar thing happened with my committee last week, too. Last
week we voted 4 to hold, 2 to abstain, because we had not met personally with the
Planning Board, nor had we received the letter a.nd had sufficient time to read it
and perhaps then ask some questions. However, in the interim, the letter was
received and we did have time to speak with Mr. Bernstein and so we met briefly
right before the meeting and the Committee voted 5 to bring it out of committee
and 1 to hold.
MR. MILLER:

MOVED and SECmmED.

MR. LOBOZZA: I'd just like to speak a little on this. I think everyone is aware
of Mr. Weber and I think you also know that he has already saved the City, maybe
about $1,800.00 shy what they're asking for his salary, and I'd like to go on
record as supporting this and ••... "
)
The Fiscal Committee met as Jer.ry Rybnick indicated here. Ample opport~
rtity was given to the Planning Board people to appear before us to discuss this item
and there were a number of legitimate questions regarding the whole matter of setting up this new arrangement; not only were they not there, but they had really
indicated to several people not a great interest in appearing before the Fiscal Com-

MR. LOOMIS:
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FISCAL COMMITTEE (continued)

MR. LOOMIS (Continuing) .... mittee.

In the meantime after we had voted to hold by
a margin of 8-0, all of a sudden, all these calls started coming. Now r would
have liked to have had an opportunity to talk to Mr. Bernstein, but I was at the
convention with several other members af'that committee in Hartford this weekend, so
I know as little now as I did then, and I will therefore vote to hold this item and
I think itls a matter that should concern the entire Board of Representatives because we do work with committees and the committee should have an opportunity to
meet together with the members as a whole to discuss these items thoroughly,
especially when you have an item as important as this, and for piecemeal person
to talk to this one, to that one, and some people were visiting indiVidually with
other members of other boards, I donlt think the answer to this question this way
is the proper way for the matter to come before the Board.
Thank you. I received a letter and r believe the other Board members
did, too, concerning the willingness of Mr. Bernstein to appear this past week,
not necessarily before the last meeting, or the first half of this meeting, but
this past week since we did have a week to spare. I believe that Mr. Bernstein
suggested that they would be able to get together ;N'ith the committee on Thursday
or Ti'ric1"lY. T cion't ha,re the letter in front: uE l!lr:! uuL r IH1lllrP\v~ rlUi!. Wi.l:.! uor1."lilct
and I guess the Fiscal Committee wasn't cble to meet at those times. He did express
a willingness and I disagree with Mr. Loomis in saying that they did not seem to be
willing to meet with them on this issue. They originally, I guess, said that they
asked him to appear betore this particular meeting which he could not do, but he
did express a willingness to appear either Thursday or Friday, or perhaps on the
weekend, if they were able to, and I donlt think that shows an reticence on his
part. I don't believe it should be held against him4

MR. LOWDEN:

MRS. COSENTINI: Yes, there are a few questions ~bOtlt the procedures that were
used here. Without trying to fix culpability on anyone indiVidual, it was
probably a very poor procedure all the way around. We had people who were willing
or unable at one time and other people who were willing and unable at different
times, and the upshot -of it was an extremely poor procedure 'N"here individuals were
called individually. An attempt was made to respond to questions in that manner
which is a poor procedure, probably incorrect, except that the committee business
is not official but certainly not in the spirit of open meetings where everyone
could feed off of each otherls thinking and it puts us in a pecular position of
if you come out because you donlt like the iyay it was handled, you know it's
mis-interpreted a3 to the merits of whether or not the gentleman in question should
be in his position. I voted also in committee to hold because of the procedure. I
felt there were several questions that were not answered. However, as long as it is
on the floor, I will probably vote in favor of it. r strongly urge that we never
have a repetition of that procedure again, th~ugh, because I just think it was
jnat very poor businl!lss •

.MR. BLUM:

j

I thilnk tIlls whole procedure, ~f we go all the way back to the Fiscal
(Finance) Board was irregular in putting a man out of his job. Whatever happened
here, they were trying to put a man who knew about traffic back into a job that
was badly needed. Sometimes I think we have to overlook formalities in order to
put something th~was done wrong back on course. I think that we ought to go and
vote today and letls stop the nonsense of what's going here.
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FISCAL COMMITTEE ( continued)
MR. BAXTER.: I wonder if I could ask a question of one of the two committees that
reported this, if they could tell me w~at if anyaaverse things would happen if we
failed to act positively on this today, noting that we have a meeting in two weeks;
for instance, would he not be paid?

MR. RYBNICK:

I don't think he'll be paid because I don't think there's any funds
in the Planning Board to allow for the Traffic Director and unless we vote again
C1'
•••• "
t on:!.. ght

MRS. GOLDSTEIN: Yes, if we don't vote these funds this evening, then Mr. Weber
won't be paid for the month of July, and in two weeks he would have the opportunity of course to bring this out again. In addition, if the Board does not 170te
favorably on this period, I understand that Mr. Weber •.. the Planning Board needs
Mr. W~ber's expertise for the updating of the Master Plan, and that there he has
been working on this right now and that this is part of the reason that they're
quite anxious to have him worl~ing with tham now. I would also like to auu that as
far as Personnel is concerned, we look at this totally as an interim measure. We
really expect that at the end of ninety days, the Traffic AdVisory Commission will
h~ >let 1111 "l11r:'f rh~t T..,j@ reall.y hal~e ~nme kind (IE Ir'tJ!;1itlvf;i J.:ilaalbLlu L..l.'iiI.!.Ell;l kllau .Eo.!.
the City, and perhaps a proper place, so to speak, in the Ci ty for whoever the
Traffic Director will be •.. Mr. Weber, or whoever. These interim measures can be
very disquieting and of course Mrs. Cosentini and Mr. Loomis were quite right in
voiCing their misgivings about the procedural haziness in this whole area. It
___)
was most upsetting to both committee~ really.
MR. ZIMBLER;

Between Mr. Blum and Mrs. Goldstein, I think they covered most of
what I wanted to say. I did, however, want to stress again that this may be a
situation where agreed,
there may be some loose ends to tie up, but the end
more than justifies the means; the City needs a Traffic Director and currently
has no Traffic Director. And in speaking with members of the Planning Board, I
was told the same thing, that the services of the Traffic Director are desperately
needed to help the Planning Board up-date the Master Plan so once again the end
justifies the means. I think the time has come now to pass~ese funds and get on
with the business.
MRS. HAWE: I, too, wanted to say much of what Mrs. Goldstein said, but I just
want to go on record of being in favor of transferring these funds. I agree that
more information--' probab ly should have been given to the committees and the procedures could have been better, but I reel that it's so important to keep the
Traffic Director on for this interim period while a long-range solution is being
found, that I'd just like to go on record in favor of transferring these funds.
HR. LOBOZZA;

"I'd like to MUVE 'f1lli QUESTION."-

MR. MILLER: We'll vote on Moving the Question. The MOTION is CARRIED, by a
vote of 27 YES and 2 ABSTENI'IONS. The two abstentions being Mildred Perillo
and George Connors. (This was a voice vote with the abstainers identifying
themselves.)
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FISCAL COMMITTEE (continued)
(5)

$

514.61 - REGISTRARS OF VOTERS - Additional Appropriations as follows:
(Mayor's letters 6/1/76 and 5/28/76); Nancy Tatano's letter
5/13/76) Board of Finance approved 6/17/76.
Code 102.5107 Primary Expense ...•..... $ 314.61
Code 102.0501 Telephone Account •...••. $ 200.00
$ 514.61

MR. RYBNICK;
MR. MILLER:
(6)

The Committee voted 8-0 in favor and I so MOVE:
MOVED and SECONDED.

The

-------.
~Q-.N. is

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

$208,320.00 - HEALTH DEP4~TMENT - WIC PROGRAM - Additional Appropriation
for W.I.C. Program for interim fiscal period 7/1/76 through
9/30/76. ~1T from U.S.Department of Agriculture through the
Connecticut State Dept. of Health. Hayor C1apes' letter 6/4/76;
Dr. Gofstein's letter 6/1/76 and supporting da~a. Board of
Finance approved 6/17/76.

MR. RYBNICK; This is a 100% reimbursable Federal Grunt for the
I:!.!ld Children's t1rogram. It would f'!lnd the W. I. C. Program during
interim of July, August and September presently occurring while
mant changes the fiscal year from June 30th to September 30th.
8-0 ill fd.vu!. u.c Llll.::; r~quest and I so HOVE.
)

MR. ROSE:

\vomen. Infants
the three months
the Federal GovernThe Committee voted

Yes, Mr. President, Health aniProtection concurs.

MR. MILLER: MOVED and SECONDED. The MOTION is CARRIED UN..A.l{Il."'10USLY. Is there
something else to be brought up now from Dr. Gofstein? Is there a resolution.
Mr. Rybnick?
MR. PERILLO:
Mr. PreSident, I think that issue was meant to be presented to
Steering Committee for the August meeting.
MR. MILLER: Oh no, it wasnlt. There was something Dr. Gofstein wanted brought
up under SUSPENSION OF RULES tonight. I think what weIll do is go through the
Fiscal Coll1IIlittee agenda and then if we have to take a recess and Mr. Rybnick can
determine whether he wants to bring this up under Suspension of the Rules ... but
I think we can proceed with the regular Fiscal agenda. (The Resolution appears
immediately after Fiscal Item No. 20 in these Minutes. It is Resolution #1056)
(7)

n~y C~RE CENTERS - Additional Appropriation requested.
to be TOTALLY REu~URSED by STATE; Mayor's letter 6/4/76; J.
F,l1is I letter 6/1/76 ; Approv,;;d by Bual:u v[ F lud.ut.:e 6/17 /76.
Code 450.1301 Insurance.
$ 3,750.00
Code 450.6003 Food
24,705.00
Code 453.0101 Salaries
1,386.85
Code 453.0101 Salaries
1,899.80
Code 458.0101 Salaries
1:139.88
$ 32,881.53

$ 32,881.53 - STAMFORD

..

.

·
·.....
·

MR. RYBNICK: This is 100% reimbursable State Grant and the committee voted 8-0
in favor and I so MOVE.
MR. ROSE:
MR. MILLER:

Health and Protection concurs.
MOVED and

SECONDED.

the Motion is 6ARRIED

U~~USLY.
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FISCAL COMMITTEE (continued)

(8)

$27,565.75 - COMMISSIONER OF FINANCE - BOND EXPENSE - Code 230.0000 - Additional Appropriation for Bond Issue expenses, pe_r~~yor' s letter
6/7 /76; Comm.. Hadley's letter 6/4/76 and recap. _Bo_o!..1@.Grl: Finance
approved 6/17/76.

MR. RYBNICK: Tnis is an additional appropriation to cover the balance of the
required payments due in connection with the recent bond sale. The Committee
voted 8-0 and I so MOVE.
MR. WIES1EY:
MR. MILLER:

Education, Welfare and Government concurs.
MOVED and SECONDED.

MR. LOBOZZA: One question.
expenses prior to now?"

I'm just curious on why we didn't know about these

MR. RYBNICK: No, I can't answer that question. I don't have it before me, but I
believe it probably was an estimated cost that was unforeseen. This is all I can
say.
M"R, u)nMTS!
I' ha.ve a memOl~ll!nd.l;I.m he:l:o'l;"l!;l Ullill wlll.ull I'll! J:eviewtlLl iu UUJ;' dlallLe.t:aLlwu
to the Fiscal Committee and it explains that Mr. Hadley had tocomply to an entirely
new set of guxelines in terms of preparing these reports, and the original appropriation did not cover, was no·;: sufficient to cover the cost of preparing all the
materials needed to meet. these new sets of guidelines, and consequently we had
this extra appropriation that was needed. I have a detailed breakdown in front
~
of me here of the services, expenses which I'd be glad to share with Mr. Lobozza
to explain why these additional monies are needed.
MR. MILLER:
(9)

WE'll proceed to a vote.

The MOTION is CARRIED UNANINOUSLY.

$ 39,323.00 - HEALTH DEPARTMENT - LEAD PAINT POISONING PREVENTION PROGRAL'1 Code 570. Mayor1s letter 6/15/76; Dr. Gofstein's letter 6/9/76additional appropriation TOTALLY REIMBURSABLE BY FEDERAL FUNDS period 7/1/76 through 12/31/76. Board of Finance approved 6/17/76.
Code
Code
Code
Code
Code
Code
Code

570.0101
570.0120
570.0301
570.0501
570.0602
570.0801
570.2101

-

Salaries. . . . . .
• $ 28--,377'.---=0--,,-0_=
LJ}_45.00
Employee Benefits (FICA, etc.) .
Postage, PRintin& Stationery.
750.00
Telephone . . .
300,00
Lab Supplies . .
136.00
Transportation.
2,515.00
Conferences . •
200.00
$ 39,323.00

MR. RYENICK: This is totally reimbursable Federal Grant for the Lead POisoning
Prevention Program. The Committee voted 8-0 in favor of this and I so MOVE.
MR. ROSE: Yes, in meeting with Health Department in charge of Housing, I found
that a. number of housing that's still in the City that has lead poision condition
and Health and Protection Cpmmittee concurs with this item.
MR. MILLER:

(10) $

MOVED and SECONDED.

The MOTION is CARRIED UNA.!.\lIMOUSLY.

3,520.00 - BOARD OF EDUC~TION - Additional appropriation requested for
1976-77 Summer Vocational Work/Study Program - "FEDERAL GRANT
represents 80% of required project fund~ng, with 20% balance
( continued)
($880.00) beino- provided from local funds already budgeted" per
letter of 6/23i76 from B.R.Reed, Asst. Supt./Business Education.

.)
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FISCAL COMMITTEE (continued)

(10) continued •..

Board, of Finance had not acted on this item. at time of agenda
being printed" but did APPROVETit on July 8, 1976.

MR. RYBNICK: This grant provides 11 Stamford public school high school students with the opportunity to spend the summer in different City departments. The
amount represents 80% of the total cost of $4,400; 20%, or $880.00 has already
been budgeted previously. The Committee voted 8-0 in favor and I so MOVE.
MR. WIESLEY:

EDUCATION, WELFA..'R..E AJ.\fD GOVERNMENT COMMITTEE concurs.

MR. PERILLO:

Yes, Mr. President, taking $3,520.00, 20% of that, a total of. $704
of City contribution, where'd they get that $880? This is Board of Education •.• "

MR. MILLER: Any further discussion on this matter? We can proceed to a vote.
MOVED and SECONDED. The MOTION is CARRIED UNAl,'UMOUSLY.
(11)

$12,450.00 - BOARD OF EDUCATION - Request for Additional Appropriation to
be effected hy 1''RANS'F'F:R beti,ieen CAPITAL PROJECTS as rOUOiNS:
(Letter of 6/23/76 from B.R.Reed, Asst. Supt.Business Educ.)
TRANSFER FROM:

h~j';;cl7H9j'::1.969 'rI:iJl..U -t'f.cd.nLt'Hli\'l,nt;~

I";"

.'5e.r:vit;~15 Bldg •.• $12,4.'50.00

TRANSFER TO:
Proiect #296-1975/76 Bonds-Riverbank Media Center,
Appropriated. . .
• . . . . . $20,000.00
• . $29,450.00
Bid Came in. . • • . .
+ Architect Fees, etc.
3,000.00 $32,450.00
SHORT
$12,450.00
NOTE:

Board of Finance has ~ acted on this yet, so approval
would be contingent upon their action. ALSO letter dated
6/30/76 from Finance Comm. Hadley indicates this request returned,
and to be re-submitted ~s a regular capital projects item, per
Section 618.

MR. RYBNICK; This is a request to transfer funds from one capital projects account
to another; in this case from taxes-maintenance services building to Riverbank
Media Center. However, Mr. Hadley has written to the Board of Education indicating
that this request is not acceptable in its present form because it represents a
transfer from one capital account to another. Since this is to be resubmi.tted as a
regular capital project, the committee voted 8-0 to hold this item in committee,'
and I so MOVE.

MR. WIESLEY

We concur to hold.

(12) $1,)15 1 894.00 - PURLIe WORKS DF,1;'AR'f"MTi:NT - 'AM'P.NnMF.NT TO

'DIE 1975-715

r;A"I'I1'~1

PROJECTS BUCGET ADDING TO THE "MULTI-PURPOSE INCINERATOR" the
"rlrlitionRl sum of $1,315,894.00 for complete nhabilitation
including all State and Federally-mandated air pollution controls. (Mayor's letter 5/10/76 and"Vincent Rotondo's letter
5/7/76) Board of Finance approved 6/17/76. To be bonded.

,J

MR. RYBNICK: By adding this amount to the Multi-Purpose Incinerator, it will
result in the complete rehabilitation of the incinerator and will bring it in
complaince with the State and Federal air pollution regulations. The Committee
voted 8-0 in favor of this and I so MOVE.
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-Yes;

MR.:--PElnuO-:-Public Works Committee voted 5 in favor and 1 abstention. I'd
like to note that the true figure of that operation is $1,917,297.00. They do have
some monies in capital projects of 75-76 that they'll transfer to this, bringing it
to the total with the $1,315,000, to $1,917,000.
MR. LOBOZZA:
I think you know I'm the one abstention on the Public Works Committee on this and I realize we need this facility, but I think one thing we also
need besides the facility is we need a guarantee, I think, from the Public Works
Commissioner, or that specific department, that we won't build this facility and
have it- last o.nly six years as did the last one. It cost us I think somewhere
in the Vicinity of $1,500,000 and we had somewhere around $400,000 in Federal
assistance with it. This time we're paying the freight ourselves. I would like
to see some sort of guarantee that whether it be our fault not allocating enough
money for maintenance, or whether it would be individuals in charge of the facilities; but I would like to see some sort of a guarantee before this project is
started that it just won't last another six years only.
MR. BLUM: I took a visit down to the public works to this multi-purpose treatment plant and there was quite a study there to find out that they don't have
[It'I!!\!I!!I!tf.:ii/ I.

r '/i!I

[lIjij

r il/!,!t1"'r101!

'~here ;;tt

aLL.

8~v:td.entJ.y

thl:1Y don [t:

eV1iI1J

hf.ive

l-OIu\,.II.q&ll

tradesmen to do the job of doing preventative maintenance. I'm just wondering
if we're going to maintain this facility as Mr. Lobozza says, iust for six years?
I think we need ••. I'm just wondering if there's enough funds to maintain the sewage treatment plant, the multi-purpose incinerator, and that entire plant down ther~)
MR. LOOMIS: Yes, I have before me the minutes of both the Planning Board and the
Board of Finance which reviewed this item before passing along to us, and I think
if you read through them, they bring up the very questions that Mr. Blum and Mr.
T.oh()zZA ha.vfiI just mantioned; and in order to perhaps have a tighter cOLltrul u[
what's going on there, the Board of Finance specifically asked the Commissioner
to report on a regular basis of what's~ing on with the construction of this new
incinerator and particularly what kind of personnel will be manning and serVicing
the incinerator; and so these reports will be sent anidelivered to them. I suspect they will be made available to the public on a regular basis and very detailed
accounting, on a quarterly basis, so I think these issues have been brought up and
there are those in City Government who are aware of them and I think will be getting a careful accounting of what happens assuming we approved the construction
monies for this new incinerator. If we don't, I think we're going to be facing
some problems because I have in another letter here from the Department of Environmental Protection, which is threatening fines of up to a thousand dollars or
over per week, if we do not construct a new incineraCor because the one we have
now is the largest polluter- in Southwestern Connecticut, and according to the
accounts which were given to us at 0111:" Fiscal Committae meeting by some of those
from the ~ub1ic Works Department down there, there are those engineers who have
looked at it and indeed believe that perhaps it's in danger of actually falling
down in the near future, so I think we're running some kind of risk if we do not
appropriate the monies, but I think Mr. Lobozza and Mr. Blum have brought up
excellent points Which I think we should be well aware of assuming that these
monies are appropriated and this incinerator is constructed.
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MR. BAXTER: I I d like to ask one of the previous speakers, or perhaps the com-·
mittee chai~who are reporting on this, if whether or noe, in their opinion,
it would be appropriate to require of a Public Works Commissioner, or a department that's submitting a large capital project, like we have here, to also indicate what the anticipated maintenance budget would be? In other words, not only
the periodiC reports as it's happening, that Mr. Loomis described, but also in
advance what the estimated maintenance costs are going to be, and then those committees can compare that estimate in the beginning with the budget request J the
annual budget request?

MR. BLUM:

The time that I went down to the incinerator and had a talk there,
come to find out there that where they should have about six maintenance men,
there are only three working, and they're unable to do a full what they call a
full preventative maintenance program there and is it a wonder to find this
multiple-purpose incinerator in this condition? How long has it been going on?

MR. PERILLO:

In talking to the Commi.ssioner, he feels they will be needing approximately $20,000.00 for maintenance of personnel for that one operation down
there, and unless they can get these monies, we're going to run into problems;
no tickae, no washoe!

MR.

MILLER~

MOVED and SECONDED.

We will proceed to a vote.

The MOTION is

CAlUU.KU UNANll.'10U SLY.

RESOLUTION NO. lOSS-B.

)

.4.MENDING THE 1975-1976 CAPIT. <\!.
. PROJECTS BUDGET BY ADDING
THERETO THE SUM OF ONE MILLION THREE HUNDP~D FIFTEEN THOUSAl~D
EIGHT HUNDRED AND NINETY -FOUR OOLLARS ($1,315,894.00) TO THE
PROJECT KNOWN AS liTHE MULTI-PURPOSE INCINERATOR ' !.
BE AND IT IS HEREBY F~SOLVED BY The 14th Board of Representatives
of the City of Stamford in accordance with the City Charter:
1. To adopt an amendment to the 1975-1976 CAPITAL PROJECTS
BUDGET by adding an additional sum of ONE MILLION THREE HUNDRED FIFTEEN
THOUSAND EIGHT HUNDRED AND NINETY-FOUR DOLLARS ($1,315,894.00) to the
PROJECT entitled "MULTI-PURPOSE INCINERATOR fI of the Public Works Department, for the purpose of complete rehabilitation including all State and
Federally-mandated air pollution controls.
2.

To authorize the .financing of said project by the issuance of

3.

That this Resolution shall take effect upon enactment.

bonds.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------(13)
')
.../

$152 000.00 - PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT - PROPOSED ~MENDMENT TO THE 1975-1976
CAPITAL PROJECTS BULGET A NEW PROJECT ENTITLED ffATLANTIC STREET
ALIGNMENT AND WIDENING PROJECT" to be financed by the issuance
of bonds. Pe'!:" letter of Mayor Clapes S/4/76 and enclosllllres of
Frederic R. Harris, Inc., engineering estimate. Approved by
Board of Finance June 17, 1976.
2
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MR.. RYBNICK; The Committee voted 8-0 to Hold this in committee, pending a meeting
wi th the URC.

MR. PERILLO:

Public Works Committee also moved to hold.

Item. No. 13 was HElLD IN
(14) . $

CQWIT!~:E;.

2,250.00 - GLENBROOK FIRE DEPARTMENT - PROPOSED &~NDMENT TO THE 19751976 CAPITAL PROJECTS BUDGET, Al~ ADDITIONAL SUM OF $2,250.00
for Alarm Equipment required at Central Fire Station for. dispatching; to be financed by bonds. Mayor Clapes f letter
5/10/76. Approved by Board of Finance June 17, 1976.

MR. RYBNICK;

The Committee voted 7-0, with Mrs. Clark abstaining, in favor of
this request, and I so MOVE.

MR. ROSE:

Health and Protection concur.

MR. MILLER;

MOVED and SECONDED.

The MOTION is CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY •

.l{E$OLU'rION NO. 105 5 -C •
fu~NDING THE 1975-1976 CAPITAL PROJECTS BUDGET ,BY ADDING
THERETO AN ADDITIONAL fu'10UNT OF TwO THOUSA.N'D TT..JOHUNDRED
Aim FIFTY OOLLARS TO A PROJECT KNOWN AS "TrlE CENTRAL FIRE
HOUSE" FOR ALARM EQUIPMKNT, ST.<ll'1FORD FIRE DEPARTMENT.

BE Al~ IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED BY the 14th Board of Representatives of the City of Stamford in accordance with the City Charter:
1. To adopt an amendment to the 1975-1976 CAPITAL PROJECTS
BUDGET by adding an additional sum of ~NO THOUSAND TwO HUNDRED fu~D
FIFTY OOLLARS ($2,250.00) to the project entitled "Central Fire House ll
to be used for Alarm Equipment, Stamford Fire Department.

2.

To authorize the finanCing of said project by the issuance

3.

That this Resolution shall take effect upon enactment.

of bonds.

- -------------- ------------- - ----.-- -.--------- --- --- --- ---------- - -- --- - - ----(IS)

$ 14,099.76 - FIRE DEPA.1U'MENT- Code 540.0501 TELEPHONE AND TEI.EGRAPH Additional Appropriation needed for 1975-1976 for telephone
communications system, per 'Mayor f s letter 5/6/76; Chief Vitti's
letter 5/4/76; Hawley Oefinger' 5 letter 4/13/76; SNETCO r s letter
4/6/76. Board of Finance approved 6/17/76.

MR. RYBNICK:
MR. ROSE:
MR. MILLER:

The Committee voted 8-0 in favor and I so MOVE.

Health and Protection concur.
MOVED and SECONDED.

The MOTION is CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.
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(16)

~$____~8_4_5~._2_8

MR.. RY.BNICK;
Mr. MILLER:
(17)

$

The Committee voted 8=0 in favor and I so MOVE.
MOVED and SECONDED.

6,160.00

MR~._RnNICK:

- FIRE DEP4~TMENT - Code 540.0306 - Fire Commission Account Expenses incurred in recent hearings into charges involving
certain members of Fire Fighters Local 786, per Mayor's letter 5/3/76; Chief Vitti's letter 4/6/76 and supporting invoices and vouchers. Board of Finance approved 6/17/76.

The MOTION is CAERIED UNANIMOUSLY.

= DEPARTMENT

OF CIVIL SERVICE - Code 270.0101 - .$18,641.00 was
appropriated in 76-77 budget for position of new Personnel
Director. Salary is $24,801 (Step 5 of A~15). $6,160.00 is
needed, per Mayor1s letter 5/7/76; Personnel Commission Chairman Austin Rinella's letter 5/7/76.

This request is for an additional appropriation.f6r--the sa-iary account·

of the new-personnel director; although $18,641 was originally appropriated, the

salary range-for the position goes up to $24,801. The new director was hired at
the higher salary and so the appropriation has been requested to bring the salary
account into line. The Commi.tt:~e votlid 8-0 in favor of thi.:3 relque3t s.nd I :;f) MOVTI:.

MRS. GOLDSTEIN: Personnel concurs, Mr. President, and would also like to add that
when Mr. Rinella spoke to us, he spoke really very highly of the new Personnel
Director and he is do ve.J::y Lalented man. He comes with marvelous credentials and
we're looking forward to some very positive changes in the Civ~l Service System
here. Thank you.
MR. MILLER:
(18)

$

MOVED and SECONDED.

The MOTION is CAERIED UNANIMOUSLY.

8,480.52 - BOARD OF RECREATION - Additional Appropriation toreimburse
for Education and for compensstion to Supervisors.
Board
of Finance approved 6/17/76.
Code
Code
Code
Code
Code

720.5203
720.0103
720.0110
nO.0111
720.0114

Education (for 3)
Overtime. . . . . .
Ho liday Pay . . .
5% Shift Differential •
10% Shift Differential.

$ 1,255.75
5;446.32
465.72
759.99
552.74
$ 8,480.52

MR. RYBNICK: This is a request for an additional appropriation to reimburse
recreation supervisors for educational expenses and for overtime, holiday, and
re~ated compensation.
The Committee voted 8-0 and I so MOVE.

MRS. GOLDSTEIN:
MR. BLOIS:
MR. MILLER:
(19)

J

Persoullel (!oncurs, Mr. Presi.dent.

PARKS and Recreation concurs.
MOVED and SECONDED.

The MOTION is CARRIED

U~~IMOUSLY.

$536,071.00 - PUBLIC WORKS DEP4~TMENT - Code 605.0000 - SNOW REMOVAL AND
FLOOD EMERGENcY .. Approved by Board of Finance 6/17/76.
Code 605.0101, Salaries - Overtime
$132,710.00
Code 605.0601 General Materials & Supplies
11,747.00
Code 605.0621 Rock, Salt and Sand
217,334.00
Code 605.0927 Private Contractors
157,225.00
Code 605.1809 Sander & Plow Repair & Maint.
17,055.00
$536,071.00
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Mr. Rotondo's letter 5/7/76

with substantiating data for
this sum for fiscal 75/76. Original appropriation of $25,000.
was used for' Rock Salt account, plus three additional Snow
Removal accounts were covered. by transfers. ,

MR.. RYBNICK;This is a request for an addttinnAl appropri.a.tion to pay for 3now
removal and flood emergency expenses incurred by the Public Works Department. The
snow removal account for 75/76 was only funded by a t'oken $25,000 appropriation.
Mayor's letter da'ted 5/10/76. The Committee voted 8-0 in favor of this request and
I so MOVE.

MR. PERILLO:
MR.. MILLER:

Yes, Public Works Committee voted 6-0 to concur with Fiscal.
MOVED and SECONDED.

The MOTION is CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

(20) $ 90,000.00 - PUBLIC WO~~S DEPARTMENT - Code 624.1216 - DIVISION OF COLLECTION Maintenance of Disposal Areas. Approved by Board of Finance
6/17/76. Mil.yor' s l§tter 5/10/76. Reduced by Board,- of Finance
from $100,000 to $90.000.
MR_•.:-~Y]N:r:CK: This is to cover the cost of hauling mater;?tl nil!': nf thl!l Mi!i!gee. Avenue
Dispuldtll Slta.
The Golll1l.l..l.LLe!:\ VoL8.rl. 13-0 _in lavor and 1 GO MOVE.
MR. PERILLO: Yes, Mr. Pr.~sident, thtl Finance Board moved to cut this down to
$90,000.00, and we concur.
MR. MILLER:

MOVED and SECONDED.

MR. BLUM: tId like to have a little explanation on what this is all about. I
mean money must have been appropriated at one time to remove this garbage from the
..••. uh, garbage; do we need some more money; when does it stop? l'
MR. LOBOZZA: Yes, I have some questions. I believe this money going to MST
Trucking. Number 1, No. Number 2, No. I think we're faced with another appropriation for more money on this. I haven't heard anything. I would like an
explanation on this. I must have missed this one here on the money. What it's
for? If it was overtime, or just above and beyond the original contract? Or what,
if somebody can answer those questions.
MR. RYBNICK; I dontt have a full explanation to this, but perhaps some other
member might have a full', explanation.

MR.. MILLER:

Well,Mr. Walsh wanted to speak and then I'll get to Mr. Loomis and

Mr. Perillo.

MR. WALSH: If I can remember correctly, in Public Works Committee, Commissioner
Rotondo stated that they gave MST a lot of overtime since they were getting them
at such a low price. Before their contract ran out, they had them working all
kinds of overtime to get rid of the garbage before the new rate came in.
MR. LOOMIS: I was just going to say what Mr. Walsh did, and it's to finish out
the present, or rather the past fiscal year. We 1 re in July now, clean up Hanover
site, so that's all I can recall from my notes.
MR. PERILLO:

They both said what I was going to say!

n
/

J

.
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MR. MILLER: I think we can go to a vote then. We have a request for a DI~ISION.
We'll take a Division, using the machine. Mrs. Ritchie is using No. 20. The
Me t ion is ••.• f f
MR. LOBOZZA:

Will this be recorded by individual voter?

O.K.

Fine.

Thank you.

MR. MILLER: ~s. McEvoy is recording it. '-27 YES votes; 1 NO vote; 1 ABSTENTION;
and 11 absent. I would just like to bring up one point. There was some discussion
at the last meeting as to the meaning of the failure tovote by a member who is
present; that is, a member who is present. He is not voting on the machine. That
is, just not voting, or an abstention, and I would refer the members to No. 10
under "Machine Voting" on Page 7 of the Rules of the Board and really that Section
10 takes care of that problem. A NO light is an abstention, so we have YES (GREEN)
or NO (RED), so if you don't vote, then you are recorded as present, and then it's
an ABSTENTION.
Below is the vote of each
THOSE VOTING IN FAVOR (27
Perillo. Mildred J.
~imb

individu,al,g.p:_~iscal

= YES):
Lowden, Lynn M.
H.o,~e,

lion:, Kul;'C A.

Dixon, Handy
Hays, George V.
Loomis, Ralph C.
Perillo, Alfred E.
Signore, S. A.
Wiesley, Vere
Hawe, Marie J.
Lobozza, James D.
Fox, John Wayne
Flanagan, William H.
Clark, Linda· D.
Blois, Julius J.

ABSTAINING (1)

~1at;

thew A.

Rybnick, Gerald J.
McInernay, Barbara A.
Baxter, Geo~ge G.
Nizolek, Christine M.
Goldstein~ Sandra D.
Sherer, Donald B.
Costello, Robert H.
Connors, George V.
Walsh, Peter J.
Cosentini, Audrey M.
Miller, Frederick E., Jr.

THOSE VOTING IN Q,BPOSITION (1)
THOSE

Item No. 29:

= Thomas

= David

1. Blum

J. D'Agostino

'12. LOWDEN: Just a Point of Information, Mr. Miller, I think we went into this
last year some time, but according to Webst'er's and all other definitions that I
read, there's no difference between an "abstentian'l and a "no vote". An abstention
is a failure to vote and I think i f I had the definition in front of me, it would
show that; and on certain occasions wehavp. tn vqr~ and get s.ay 2/3 nf thfl 'rr:lte on
something, of those present and voting, and that makes a difference in that case.
Can we finally resolve that ~nmp.how perhapi off the floor? I don't want to make
an issue of it here.
MILLER: No, I don't think there's any problem. We take the roll at the beginning of the meeting. We record the members present. Take a diVision, using the
machine, and a person who has been recorded as present, does not vote, that person's
action on that particular vote is to be recorded as an abstention.

~ilt.

DR. LOWDEN: There was, at one time, which is a non-vote and therefore if you need
2/3 of those present and voting, then you only count YESES vs. NOS and get a 2/3
majority •
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MR. MILLER:

THat,' s right.

DR. LOWDEN:

O.K., it hasn't been done sometime in the past.

Thank you.

MRS. COSENTINI: I just wanted to ask, Mr. President, in other words, there _i5---no accounting for someone leaving the floor as not being present for a vote t=h:;:.:e=.:u=-?::--._ _
MR. MILLER: No, there isn't. The CHAIR would note that Mrs. Santy is now present, and also Mr. Glucksman is now present, so we now have 31 members present.•
And the last Motion carried by 27 YES votes and I don't believe you haqe anything
else, Mr. Rybnick. But I'm going to call a brief recess so I can disc~ss with
the Acting Chairman of the Fiscal Committee this Resolution from Dr. Gofstein.
Did you have something Mr. Loomis? O.K., we'll have a brief recess.
RECESS lasted from 9:34 p.m. until 9:41 p.m.
MR. MILLER: We will come to order and proceed with the Fiscal Committee report.
Mr. Rybnick will finish his report.
RI13NICK lJ.Id.ue ei. HOTlON lu SUSPENll 'l.'H~: KUI./i:S in order to COIlsidli:t' iii. Ruolution
proposed for the T~. I.. C. Program. Every member has a copy and Mr. Rybnick will
read the proposed r~solution. MDVED and SECO~IDED to Suspend the Rules. MOTION
is CA-"R.RIED UNA..IITIMOUSLY •.
~.m.

MRS. PERILLO:

r'll say

II

No II , because I don't have a copy of that.

I'm sorry.

)

Mr. Rybnick read the proposed resolution and it appears below as Resolution

No. 1056, after' it has been APPROVED.
MOVED and SECONDED by Mr. Baxter.
MRS. PERILLO: On that W.I.C. Program, I believe others, other than low-income
famili.es, do receive that now, is that net: true?
MR. MILLER: Can anybody give us any information on the w.r.c. Program. In other
words, people who are not supposed to be getting this program are participating in
the program, is tbat the question?
MRS. McINERNEY: Yes, I'm trying to remember. I asked a similar question last year
and I called the Health Department and they did tell me at that point, they had had
some problem with residents who were not qualified to received this W.I.C. program,
and they related back to when they first started. It was very hard to inform
people and they iust were giving it to some pe~plr1 iA7hn r~R11y ;A7~ren 't e1 igihlQ)
but they informed me that they were going out and doing a house-to-house check
to make sure that everyone was eligible, but I would like to speak in favor of
t;hLs resolution now, because I think werre putting the horse in back of the cart,
so to speak. Welve already allocated $208,320.00 for this program and we need
this resolution to make suretnat we get it reimbursed.
MRS. COSENTINI: Yes, Ifd like to ask the lawyers on the Board to tell me what it
means in the very last resolve, that the said Mayor of the City of Stamford and
the said director, etc., etc., are hereby authorized and directed to execute and
file such contract~ agreements. What kinds of contracts or agreements will be
required in order to effectuate the receipt of the aforesaid fund; r'm not sure
what those are all about; does anybody know what kind of contract or agreement
would be necessary before the funds could be received?

~
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MR. BAXTER: They say "fools rush in where angels fear to tread". I don r t know
because I'm not familiar with that part of the program~ but I would imagine that
if would merely be an agreement to expend the funds in accordance with the guidelines of the grant, nothing more than that, they would agree to abide by the guidelines of the grant.
MR. MILLER: Well, we have a MOTION on the floor to approve this resolution.
The MOTION is CARRIED UNAl.'fIMOUSLY.

RESOLUTION NO. 1056
ENABLING THE DEPARTMENr Qf HEALTH OF THE CITY OF ST.AMFORD TO
RECEIVE. ~~ FUNDS FROM THE STATE OF CONNECTICUT FOR THE PURPOSES OF ALLOWING THE CITY OF STA!~ORD? THROUGH ITS DEPART~mNT
OF HEALTH, TO OPERATE A SUPPLEMENT.~ FOOD PROGEUU~ FOR LOW-INCOME
WOMEN, INF ANTS AJ.\fD CHILDREN ENTIRELY FINA.!.\]'CED BY THE STATE AND
FEDERAL GOVERNMENTS.
1

WHEREAS, there is a grant available for a supplemental food program for low~
income women, infants and children, under the regulations <:'llit1'th1ishf'lrj hy the United
ScaL:.e$ DepaJ:'tmeut. u.c Ag.t;lt.:u,Lt.ure, c:uld administered by the State of Connecticut, .
which grant entirely finances the said program or project for which the grant is
awarded.
WHEREAS, the City of Stamford is eligible and the Cepartment of Health of the
City of Stamford is desirous of applying to the State of Connecticut for the aforesaid grant; and
WHEREAS, such ~t is finally awarded only after the applicant attests that
the funds of the grant will be used solely for the execution of the grant program
or project;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Representatives of the City
of Stamford, in order to enable the Department of Health of the City of Stamford
to obtain such grant, does hereby consent and authorize the Mayor of the City of
Stamford, Louis A. Clapes, and the Department of Health of the City of Stamford,
acting through its duly authorized Director, RALPH M. GOLFSTEIN, to make the necessary attestations to the Connecticut State Department of Health that the grant
will. be used for the purposes for which granted; and
BE IT FURT.HER RESOLVED, that upon receipt by the City of Stamford of said
grant funds, the Board of Representatives will appropriate said funds to the Department of Health of the City of Stamford for the execution of the aforesaid
program; and

)

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the said Mayor of the City of Stamford and .the
said Director of Health of the City of Stamford are hereby authorized and directed
to execute and file such contracts or agreements as may be required in order to
effectuate the receipt of the aforesaid funds and to execute such other documents
as may be required and to execute any amendments, renewals, reCisions, extensions,
and revisions thereto and to act as the duly authorized representative of the City
of Stamford.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Mr. RYBNICK:

Mr. PreSident, that -aompletes my report.
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LEGISLATrlE AND RULES COMMITTEE - John Wayne Fox
~1R. FOX: The Legislative and Rules Committe~ met on June 29th at which time
seven members were present; we met again on July 6th with Senator Sneller in
connection with the City and Town Development Act, at which time five members
were present. We met again on July 8th which was a Public Hearing in connection with the proposed &lti-obsc~lllly ~Latute at which time eight members were
present.
(1)

LETTER FROM COURTLAND TERRACE ASSOCIATION, Mrs. Betty Conti, President, dated
5/20/76 requesting property owners whose land and/or buildings face possible
condemnation be notified well in advance, preferably at the planning stage.
(Held in Committee 6/14/76, pending consultation with Law Dept.)

MR. FOX: We have met with Assistant Corporation Counsel Ted Godlin. We will be
meeting again this Thursday night hopefully with the representative of the_ Sewer
Commission and the Public Works Department.. The Committee voted to HOLD THIS IN
COMMITTEE for the time being until we have additional information.

MR. MILLER:
~m.

(2)

Mr. Livingston is not present to give his committee's report.

BAXTrut;

Planning and loning concurs.

PROPOSED OBSCENT.TY

ORDIl~CE

- For final adoption.

MR. FOX: A public hearing was held on this July 7th at which time we received a - )
great deal of in-put from various members of the public. Until we've had an opportunity to digest, that item will also be HELD IN COMMITTEE.
(3)

rROrOfJED A11END1ENT TO CODE OF ORDINANCES NO. l8-6a RAIL OR FENCE AND R.J::D
LIGHTS TO BE MAINTAHTED.

MR. FOX: You should have received by this time a copy of the proposed ordinance.
The L&R Committee voted 7-0 for the PUBLICATION of this ordinance, and I do want
to make clear that we are not at this time moving for passage, but only for publication. In light of the vote of the committee, I would MOVE for its publication.
iYfR. PERILLO:

MR. ROSE:

Public Works concurs.

I have no report

Oll

that item, Hr. President.

iY1R. HAYS: Yes, Mr. President, through you to Mr. Fox, I am a little concerned
of the aescription of the light in the ordinance as red. I presume that has to
do with warning lights and they do take on other colors and I think we would be
trapp<'ld i.TthA or.dinance limited itself to rad--lighto.
MR. FOX: Before final adoption, Mr. Hays, we'll be having another meeting on this.
We'll be happy to hear your color scheme.
MR. MILLER: Any further discussion? We'll proceed to a vote on publication.
MOVED and SECONDED. Yes, fine, do you want to read it, please, Mr. Fox? It is
requested that you read the ordinance, the proposed ordinance, before we vote.

.~
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LEGISLATIVE AND RULES COMMITTEE (continued)
PROPOSED ORDI~~CE SUPPLEMENTAL
CONCERNING SAFETY AROUND EXCAVATIONS

(FOR PUBLICATION)

BE IT ORDAJllED BY THE CITY OF STAMFORD THAT:

1.

18-68 of the Code of Ordinance is repealed and the following is adopted:

Secti~

2.

When any manhole, flush tank, conduit or hole is opened, or a.ny
opening or excavation made in any street or sidewalk in the City,
the person opening or making the $ame or causing the same to be
opened or made,. shall cause a sufficient rail or fence to be placed
and fixed so as to completely enclose such opening or excavation
and any objects or materials taken therefrom or used in connection
therewith and left in such street or Sidewalk, so that such street
or sidewalk shall be safe-for public travel. Such rail or fence
shall be: continued in place as long as such opening or excavation
remains open, as long· as such objects or ma.terials remain in such
street or oidewalk and 11111: Ll'!ll1nh $rt"t'~E!t (l"t' std~walk is 5fifa rur
pl1blic travel without such rail or r~nce. Such person shall also
cause to be fixed one or more lighting fixtures as approved to be
suffici.el1t to rendlir suoh street or sidewalk Ba£e for publi~ tr""~781
at n~ght, to some part of such rail or fence, or in some other
proper position over or near such enclosure and shall keep such
lighting fixtures properly burning from the beginning of twilight
in the evening through the whole night until broad daylight in the
morning during every evening and night that such fence or rai.l is
J.:equi.Ll::u l;u be ma1nta:tned as atoresaid. Said person shall also
take all proper additional precautions that may be necessary to
prevent such opening, excavation, objects or materials as aforesaid
from rendering such street or sidewalk unsafe for public travel.

3.

Should the contractor fail to satisfactorily perform any of the work
required under this section, the City may perform or arrange for
others ·to perform such work. In such cases, the City will deduct
from money due, or to become due, the contractor, all expenses connect~d therewith.

4.

It shall be the duty of the City Engineer to enforce this ordinance.

5.

This oTciinance shall take effect upon enactment.

MR. MILLER: Thank you. Mr. Livingston is now present and there are 32 members
of the Board present. We'll proceed to a vote. The MOTION is CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.
Item No.4 was taken care of earlier, on July 12, 1976.
)

MR. FOX:

No, there is not, Mr. President.

Is there anything else?

This completes my report.
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PERSONNEL COMMITTEE - SandmGoldstein

-- --

MRS.-GOLDSTEIN: The Personnel Committee met on July 7th. Present were Mr.
Connors, Mr. Wiesley, Mrs. Ritchie, Mrs. Santy, Mr. Osuch, Mrs. Goldstein, Mr.
Blum and Mr. Livingston.
Last month, at our last month's Board meeting, our committee sent to the Personnel
Director a letter expressing its concern about the large amounts of overtime that
is currently being paid to supervisory personnel. At that time we urged the Personnel Dept. to re-evaluate the salary scale of supervisors and in relation to
those they supervise. On July 12th I met with Mr.Bernstein, the new Personnel
Director, and he assured me. that such a re-evaluation is imminent.. Bids for the
classification, compensation and performance evaluation study of the MAA, which
was initiated by the Board of Finance was received by the City on July 15th and
the Board of Finance is now choosing the company with low bid. The target date
for completion of this study would be in OCTOBER, 1976; thereafter, they will be
able to realign salaries and possibly change the plan that they have; the procedures that they now use to compensate supe~7isory personnel now. In the interim,
Mr. Bernstein said that he plans by August 1st, I should say thereabouts, to propose an interim measure that would deal with the compensation, overtime compensation for supervisory personnel, so that W(I! TM'i 11 h<ll1TP tn w~i'" llnt.i 1 th~n I":n see
wll.tL rff', 111~t;'tlSLeln propo~Hu to the .hleroonnel (Joauni.saion.
r would also like to aull
that Mr. Bernstein will be coming to the Personnel Committee Meeting on July 27th
to tell the Committee what his plans for the Personnel Department are, He has
some very interesting ideas in relation to the Civil Service regulations and it
should be an interesting meeting; and certainly everyone is 'Nelcome to c o m e ' j
(1)

THE MATTER OF CHARTER Al.ITD CONTRACTUAL OVER-TIME FOR SUPERVISORY PERSONNEL
Al.ITD FOR COMPENSATORY TIME (MA.~).

PLANNING Al.1TD ZONING COMMITTEE- George Baxter
(1)

THE MATTER OF COMPLAINTS REGA."R.DING 47 HILLCREST AVENUE insofar as the
minimum housing code regulations and zoning regulabDns are concerned.

MR. BAXTER: The one item is the matter of complaints regarding 47 Hillcrest Ave.
Letters were sent containing the petition, the allegations, and the complaints in
the petition to Mr. James Sotire, the Building Inspector and Zoning Enforcement
Officer. And also to Dr. Ralph Gofstein, our Health Director, askini both of them
to investigate and report to committee.
Hillcrest Avenue is in the 12th District
and Mr. David Blum, one of the Reps from that district, is on our committee, and is
in charge of monitoring the progress on this. Now you all have gotten, in your
materials last MOnday, a copy of the inspection report made by people in the Health
Dept., which found a number of health violation~ and also seemed to substantiate
part of the complaints, that it was possible that there were four apartments in
this building, which is against the Zoning Laws. Dr. Gofstein forwarded this
inspection report also to Mr. Sotire asking him in addition to our asking him,
to investigate the potential zoning violations. We should have heard from Mr.
Satire on the 15th of this month which was Thursday. I have not heard from him
yet, and hope to have a full report by our next meeting.

)
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PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE - Alfred Perillo
(1)

LETTER FROM CITY REP. CHRISTINE NIZOLEK AND REP. HANDY l)L1:0N dated 5/24/76
regarding trucking, traffic and noise problems in vicinity of West Avenue,
Outlook Street, and Winsted Street; also alleged violations of zoning, etc.

MR. PERILLO: Yes, regarding this matter, l'1,e given most of this information on
this issue at last month's meeting. After going through all department heads for
more in-put, I still got the same answers. Public Works Dept. is not responsible
for these streets. If the neighbors want the City to accept these streets, they
must sign a petition bringing the streets up to City standards at their own expense
for the approval of this Board. Unless they conform with these requirements, the
Public Works Dept. can take no action.
MR. ROSE: Health and Protection. 1 did go and look at it as of last meeting, but
1 haven't been able to get anything done so far in my committee and 1 don't know
where 1 can go now. 1 can only say as Public Works has given a report, I think
that's about all I can do now. I will keep working on it. 1 don't know what
the Health Dept. can do about the trucks that are going in there and the condition of the roads and the dust and noise. It l s a situation that my committee
doesn't exactly know where we can get arwresults from.

MR. DIXON: I would just like to inquire of Mr. Perillo perhaps as to whether or
not he hA,Fl fmmrf Any indi~ation, any placa of any illegal operation on the part
of the tr~cking outfit.
MR. PERILLO: None whatsoever. They do travel 24 hours a day and they have a
right to, they have a permit to operate out of that area.
MR. DIXON: Well, now, 24 hours a day must include at least 10 to 12 hours of night
travel, and this travel is being done right by bedroom windows in order to have
access to this building; and I think that if the City of Stamford would sit by now
... what you're saying is that they're operating and causing a great disturbance to
a number of people justly really, and what you're saying there is nothing that can
be done about it. I think that this kind of operation can continue in the City of
Stamford and bring about such great disturbance to even one person in the middle
of the night while he is perSaps asleep and trying to get his rest in the middle
of the night and have a big trailer truck roll right by his' b-eciroom rN'indow, then
I think it I S a darn shame and a disgrace on this city to allow such a thing as
that to happen. Now weire talking about senior citizens who need their rest even
during the daytime hours and this little Outlook, etc. is a very narrow street.
Those who have been there and have seen, know what kind of a street it is, and the
trucks must use that street in order to get to the building and wheu these trucks
are passing, a considerable amount of dust is ~ccumulated and goes right on in
through the windows. The people have to keep their windows closed on hot summer
nights and I think it's a disgrace for a report to come to this Board stating that
there's nothing that the City can do about a situation like that.

)

MISS NIZOLEK: Yes, I appreciate Mr. Perillo's investigation. However, it was to
no avail, as we've worked over the last two years in utter frustration to actually
make this public and by bringing it before the Board, we had thought that some
action would be taken. To my utter amazement, not one person concerned w.th the
City departments has contacted me and I don't know if they've contacted Mr. Dixon,
but it's just absolutely amazing that no one would contact the two representatives
involved. Mr. Dixon brought up the emotional issues which I agree with 100%, but
the fact. . of the matter is, this operation doesn't have a Certificate of Occupancy
and why doesn't it?
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MR. PERILLO: If we can go back a few years when Mr. Hamilton intended putting up .~
a building there, he had to go to the Building Department.· He had to go to the
}
Zoning Department for a variance;everybody in that area within 100 ft. of the building was informed of its intention. Nobody want before the Zoning Board to oppose
this permit. Now, O.K. he goes back to the permit per se. The Building Dept. is
holding the C.O. (certificate of occupancy) upstairs to work in conjunction with
the Engineering Dept. because they want him to put in some sanitary sewers, storm
drains and catch basins and he's now in the process of doing that, so he's there
legally, no matter what you do •••..
MR. BLUM: I'd like to tell Handy and Christine, I guess you have to go out and do
so~ legwork of your own, because that's the only way I found out to get anything
done in this City.
MR. LIVINGSTON: I can very well understand the fr.ustrations of Mr. Dixon and Miss
Nizolek, but it would seem to me that perhaps new legislation may be called for
in order to handle this problem; and would it be possible for L&R to look into
this with Mr. Dixon and Chris?

MR. MILLER:
meeting.
tell. OIltoN"

It's possible if somebody makes the proposal at the Steering Committee

Mr. Fox is waiting for the proposal.
A;slJIiI

f.L'l.llll

Llit!! f.,1~:L Llld.l r.:l.iL;,I I.lI! in lily dis tr1ct: and we' retalk1ng about

my constituents, I'm concerned also about the rights of people and it just seems to
me that the City is neglecting these people because lIve always been o£ the feeling
that tha City had to in Oloma kind of U WilY, prov·ide protection to its c.itl~c!ll~, d.wl
if the City allows this kind of thing to happen and a trucking outfit just move in_~
..
and over-run the people who live in that district, I mean on that street 'for a.
J
number of years and can force them to either move· out or sell out, I think it's
a pretty ridiculous thing and I believe that the City owes it to the people who are
taxpayers, some kind of protection whic.h t"hpyrrF!~ not giving.
MR. PERILLO: Again, the issue is Mr. Hamilton who owns the building. He went in
for a permit for the building; he did not go in for a trucking outfit; now he
couldn't lease the building out to anything else, and the trucking outfit came
abng and he leased it out to them. He didn't put up the building specifically for
the trucking company, he just put up a bUilding period. Yuen the trucking outfit
leased the property from him and that's where it all took place.
MISS NIZOLEK: I really think the facts are a little bit out of order because a
building like that could be nothing but a trucking outfit. The fact~ are out of
order and really I am at a loss to know what the next turn will be. We just simply
can't rely on getting a petition from the neiihbors. Gp.r.tainly wa can get pS1tion
. and signa:tures and all that other stuff. When the trucking outfit came in, there .again there may have been a zoning meeting, but you know people overlook these thing~.
The-y dlilll1. aLbmd 11lIiHilt.ings. Many peop le 81.'r.! unaware of these happenings and the
burden shouldn't be on the people. The mess and the burden should not be on the
people. If there are City restrictions for this type of an operation, andLguess
we'll have to propose a resolution thro.ugh the L&R committee during the Steering
Committee for next time.
MR. MILLER: I guess we'll have to move on with the Agenda.
for Public Works?
MRS. McINERNEY: Yes,
to read an article in
Committee to consider
district suffered for

Is there anything else

I would like to address Mr. Perillo. I was very distressed
the STAMFORD ADVOCATE on JUly 9th asking the Public Works
re-opening the Scofieldtown Dump, The residents of my
30 years with polluted air from burning, and now we have
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Smith House East, and an addition to Smith House, but I would like your committee
to .•• I'd like to invite all of you to come up and meet with me some Saturday or
Sunday at Scofieldtown Park. It became a park in 1974 and I'd like you to see just
what a viable, beautiful park it is and how many children in the area enjoy it,
and TNilat a real asset it is to the Stamford community.
MR. PERILLO: Yes., ¥..rs. McInerney, I, t.oo, invited you down to the Public Works
Department, to the incinerator, and yeu dtdrlt, come down and se~ what we live like.
MRS. McInerney! Thank you, Mr. Perille) like I said before, I donlt know if yeu
have even been up to the area.
MR., PERILLO:

r have been; I h.ave been.

'MR. ZIMBLER:--A~~r~s~r-oeating.a dead herse on the issue of the Scofieldtown Horse, yeh, that r s a dead horse on that issue, I think probably somewhere
along the way, if a common meeting ground could be found, the people who live in
the north and grant it didn't wanL a dump right in their own neighborhoed, but I
wonder how many of them si.n~e there has. not' been a City pick~up of yard debris .or
any ether type of debris ••• (end .of Tape Side 3) ••..• I don't think he was talking
necessarily <:bout the previous site of the dump, but just Simply. as some sort of
a lanrlfi 11 si.te located some-wharG other than 1:n t:h~ "~l: l'!'>\!lfll downtrlf.l1n p~rt: of the
Uity and a.! such, r think it might have some merit.

)

MR.COSTET...LO: NOW, with the City incinerator down in Magee Avenue, the whole EASt:
Side gets soat over the. cars and en their clothes and clotheslines and you know
. you're just pushing frem .one area tc anether. Ycu're not se1ving anything.
MR. BJXON:
going~with

Mr. PreSident, is this .on the agenda?
this meeting?

(laughter) When

are we really-

MR. MILLER: We started with the Scofieldtown Park and then we meved on to the
East Side, so I dont know were we'll ge next, but I think we should get on with
the Agenda~ and ge .on to Health and Prctection.
HEALTH AND PROTECTION COMMITTEE - Matthew Rese
MR. ROSE: I weuld like te just make one statement before I go into my Committee
repert. It's frustrating when you try te fact cut our City Departments, and when
yeu f.ace them and ex.pect them to.give you an answer, a lot of times you don't
receive any report, or yeu just, they just say that they can't do anything more;
and even when groups .or indi.vi.o1.H:lls writlil them., they don I t seem to give them an
answer, or answer their letters. Let's say we are .only a committee and we have no
powers to force any .one to de anything. I think some .of our City departments don't
cooperate enough with the pt!op1e. I don't care.' if you don1t cooperate with me,
but I think they should cocperate with the taxpayers and the people that are cemplaining in their area; at least give them an answer, .or sit dewn and talk With them
about the preblems that they have and try to solve them.
(1)

THE MATTER OF COMPLAINTS OF UNLEASHED DOGS AND PACKS OF ROAJ.'1mG DOGS Creating serious problems in many sections of the City.

MR. ROSE:

I'll ask Mrs. Santy, the Co-Chairman te give a report on this first item.
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HEALTH AND PROTECTION COMMITTEE (continued)
-

The House and Protection Committee held an open meeting on Wednesday))
June 30th at 7:30 p.m. at the Board of Reps meeting room. It was held to discuss
the dog leashing la~ and roaming dogs. Attending from the committee were Chairman
Matthew Rose and Vice-Chairman Jeanne-Lois Santy; also attending were Police Commissioners Canio Santob3, Anthony Walsh and Mort Lowenthal; Dog Warden Spezzano,
and Lt. D'Agostino representing Chief Kinsella. Unfortunately no one else attended
and no meeting was held. Mr. Spezzano did discuss. some of his duties with Mr. Rose
and myself. The Dog Pound is open seven days a week. On 4 days there are 2 men on
duty; on 2 days there are 3 men on duty;. on Sunday, there is one man on duty. There
are approximately 10,000 dogs. i.n Stamford and about 7,500 arc licensed. Last year
3,000 phone calls were made to the Dog Warden and 1,650 t¥ere completed and investigated. 600 dogs were destroyed and $8,300.00 was turned over to the City from
fines. The fees are set up by the State, and when a dog is claimed by its owner,
he IllUSt pay a $10.00 fee, plus $3.00 per day that the dog was kept in the pound.
An invitation was extended to all the Board members by Mr. Spezzano to tour the
facility and he will gladly discuss any problems of roaming dogs with any Reps.
that they might have in their districts.
MRS. SANTY:

MR.ZIMBLER: I'm a member of Raalth and Protection. I don't know exactly how
or why or when or where, but I know I wasn't notified of that parti ..111a-r meatini
I1lld lHHuLng t:l!~ l:6!POL't. LlUW, Lhlil ao f.)thut' committee O1ember5 outside of Mr. Rose
and Mrs. Santy were pres.ent, I assume that somewhere along the way the other 5
members ~eren't notified of this either. Frankly, I'm disturbed over the ball
having dropped somewhere along the way. I had at least six people in my district
who are very concerned abo~ the roaming ~og problem ~ho were ready to come down ~~)
as soon as we had a definite date for this meeting; who were ready to come down and
speak t.o the committee and speak to the dog warden; and they~d called me on a
number of occasions and I said Ilm on the committee. As soon as Itm notified for
sure rh;;.t rhp meeti ng i~ coming off, r will let you know. N'uw thL.$ L~ i::!. problem.
I think the fact that, as Mrs. Santy stated in her report, that 3,000 calls were
made complaining about roaming dogs, this indicates the scope of the problem in
this tDml. TNe have on the books now, we have a leash. _ law on the books and we're
not enforcing it. Probably manpower is a large factor in this lack of enforcement
and possibly our answer might lie in civili.an volunteers to help out the office of
the dog warden to check out these complaints and to be empowered to issue summons
if necessary. I hope that we're not letting this matter drop because the figures
that Mrs. Santy quoted I think indicate the severity of the problem.
MRS. SANTY: Mr. Zimbler, I told you the meeting date, and then Linda Clark in
person told you. Do you remember? And then Mrs. Clark was to notify all the
committee. members and several of them were notified by telephone.
MR. ZIMBLER: Mrs. Santy, I recall that you tol~ me we are goj_ng to plan the meating for the 30th and you Will be notified wh.en It is for sure. I was never notified after that.
MR. ROSE: Thank you, Mr. President. We had intended to drop it out of the committee. I mean we have a report. The dog warden has invited anyone down to talk with
him, or to see the facilities, and I think now it's a problem we're always gOing to
have with our present set-up. We're going to always have a problem with dogs, so ~
we still have it in committee.
r guess it's other people that still want to hold
this in committee, or have another hearing with the Committee, but I would hope
that we would get better communication hext time and have it brought out properly.
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HEALTH AND PROTECTION COMMITTEE (continued)
(2)

LETTER FROM C.O.W.'S signed by Mrs. Longo, petition, re their problem.
(C~tizens of Waterside).

MR. ROSE: 'The Citizens of Waterside are still complaining about their condition
down there. They had a contractor come in to do some work on Milton St., that
is, making the drive~ay8, and thssspeople, this organization wrote letters to the
Mayor., to Public Works, and to Mr. Satire and I don't think they have received
any answers as of their last meeting and I was hoping that maybe my committee can
get the Public Works CommiSsioner to send someanA rlown to look at their condition.
- I think we woild !till HOLD THIS IN COMMITTEE and work on this.
MR.. BLUM: ! heard Mr. Matthew Rose's remarks on answering of letters. I'm a
great letter writer, I guess, and that's one thing we don't get is cooperation
of return of letters. We sent letters to various departments. I think we have
a right to represent our constituents. I think we have a right to send letters
to the various heads of departments. and I think there should be a return of mail;
at least theyreceived the mail; they received the complaint; it doesnlt happen
here in this City of Stamford for some reason. You send a letter to Mr. Rotondo.
I finally have to embarrass him. He finally answered my letter. Now is this the
way our CitY" runs, and you gAr th~t C!ompl1aint from Y'our constituents. Wl.lo du vuu
noU.!j liu;,uund he:r~. 1 0 .. 11 thi, one, and L call that one, and I get a runaround.
The same old story. I think that at lea~t if a chairman of a committee sends a
letter to one of the department heads, the least he can do is return the letter,
a It!tter thc!t he l;'!!c!!ived his complaint. That's the least he can do. In this
City, let's at least act like City officials. They say that's what we are.

PARKS AND RECREATION - Julius Blois
MR. BLOIS: No report.
EDUCATION, WELFARE AND GOVERNMENT - Vera Wiesley

(l)1ETIERFROM COURTT-.AND TERRACE ASSOCIATION Mrs. Frances Adams

Education
Chairman, re balances in Board of Educ3tion accounts as of end of fiscal year.
1

1

MR. WIESLEY: We have a report on this letter from Courtland Terrace relating to
the Board of Ed balance and r'd like to ask you to bear with the chronology on
this report. At our June board meeting, each received a copy of the City of Stamfor Appropriation Trial Balance print-out whichihowed Dept. 302 of the ~oard oiEd
with an unencumbered balance of 7.6 million dollars as of May 31, 1976. No one
present was: familiar enough with the print-out to explain it, so doubts arose in
manly minds as to why such a large balance appeared so late in the school year.
On the 22nd of June, Mrs. Frances Adams of Courtland Terrace Assn. wrote letters
to Fred Miller commending the Board of Reps on their expreSSion of indignation on
the supposed surplus and to Ben Reed of the Bd. of Ed asking for an explanation of
such a balance. On June 15th, Mr. Reed wrote to Comm. Hadley expressing extreme
concern over such misleading and inaccurate information being generated by the
City's Data Processing Center. He expressed greater concern over the fact that
for the same date, 5/31/76', that is ,. the Stamford public schools financial printout showed an unencumbered balance of $4,468 Million dollars. Mr. Reed called Mr.
Buchanan for an explanation of the difference in the two balances and he, Mr.
Buchanan, at that time could not reconcile the difference. Mr. Reed ended his letter to Commissioner Hadley with his statement "since you are responsible for the
Data Processing Cente~ over all City financial records, I request on behalf of the
Board of Ed and the administiration of the Stamford Public Schools that you investigate this matter and advise as soon as possible, as to what changes can he made and

11,393

MINUTES OF ADJOURNED MEETING OF JULY 19, 1976

EDUCATION, WELFARE AND GOVERNMENT COMMITTEE (continued)

/)

MR. WIESI.EY (continuing) •... and when they will be accomplished so that records
supplied to the Board of Ed and to the City will reflect up~to~date and accurate
and proper information without the need for manual adjustment of balances. Your
assistance will be sincerely appreciated ll • Next on the same date, that is., June
the 13th, Mr. Reed answers the letter from Mrs. Frances Adams of Courtland Terrace.
A copy of his letter to Commissioner Hadley was enclosed and he expressed his feel-,
ings that according to his school financial balance shonng $4,468,000 as of the
31st of May, the June payrolls would account for 4 million dollars, leaving a
balance of about $468,000.00 to cover all June and end of the year expenses other
than salary. A copy of this prillt~OUt:. \\l<J.l:l given to Mrs, Adams on July 12th. Mr.
Hadley answered Mr. Reed I s letter and I quote as' follows: "The City Appropriation
Register Trial Balance is distributed each month to the Board of Reps and the
Board of Finance. In addition, indiVidual department recaps are distributed to
each department, including the Board of Ed, as has been the case for the past
ten years. The financial expenditures of the Board of Ed for any specific month
are always reflected in the City 1 s trial balance one month in arrears. Expenditures are not pos,ted until verified with the Board of Ed. accounting department,
and included only cash disbursements, thus the $7,689~000.OO unencumbered bal~nce
reflected on May 31st. Department recap represents only expenditures submitted by
the Board of Ed t:hru April 30, 1976; unencumbered items have never appeared on the
City T'rial J3a.ln.nc~. Tll1'~ Bo~nl tt" ~:d h~~ ita own gnCl1mnst'eri "ystem. and 11.a.s ueveJ.'
processed these items through the City's. encumbering system. As a result~ the
City's Appropriation Register T'rial Balance has never shown any encumbrances for
the Board of Ed. This one-month delay in recording expenditures, plus the lack
of use of the City's encumbrance system ac~ount.s for the apparent discrepancy
between the City's Tr~ Balance and the Board of Ed financial statements which
~~
showed an unencumbered balance of $,468,000.00 I understand in a phone conversation to Mr. Buchanan late Tuesday, June 15th, he said he would check into the
problem on Wed., June 16th. He returned your call and explained the apparent
discrepancy as stated above; as you know, under Charter Section 482, the Controller
is responsible to arrange that the Board of Ed keep such records as are necessary
to ac~ount properly for its disbursements, to establish an·_ encumbrance system,
to maintain necessary records for complete and accurate accounting, and to prepare
monthly reports of their respective account balances.

A copy of this memor.andum, and in light of the Controller l s responsibility, I tm
asking Mr. Buchanan to Dnmediately arrange a meeting with you to formulate written plans and recommendations for the actions necessary to correct this problem.
I know you will extend every degree of cooperation necessary to meet this partic1.cl.ar goal. Basically, this is what we found. Our June information was actually
April 30th information, rather than May 31st; 30 days old. Seco~d, the City Trial
Balance never shows encumbrances on the Board of Ed print-out.
hird, through
thiS correspondence you can see that the two principals involved, the Board of Ed
in th.il form of Mr. Racd, unci the Commi~.!iouel"' s. ULrica in the form ot Mr. Buchanan,
have already agreed to get together to prevent such incomplete information from
being distributed or released.
MR. SIGNORE: I want to say that's a very fine report by Mr. Wiesley. However, may
I say to Mr. Wiesley through the CHAIR, would it be feasible for him to give each
Board of Rep member a copy of the correspondence and the figures involved in this
report?

MR. WIESLEY: I'll be happy to do that.
it duplicated and send you all copies.

I go back to work tomorrow and I'll have

~)

MINUTES OF ADJOURNED MEETING OF JULy 19, 1976

11,394

EDUCATION, WELFARE AND GOVERNMENT COMMITTEE (continued)
MR. BLUM: I would like to make a few remarks in regard to the Trial Register
Balance department recaps, seeing that I made the newspapers July 9, 1976 and
I think I take a great offense to that fact that Ifm sitting here on the Board
of Reps and the Board of Ed took a rap at this Board for voting down a particular
item and it went. on to so state about Mr. Blum and Mr. Morgan and I have in front
of me, which I'd like to talk about. I(m glad I brought this forth. I l m glad
that now something is going to be done about this. I didn't get the last letter
but If d. like to have a copy of that letter, Mr. Wiesl.ey. If m glad that maybe now
the City, the City COWillLs~ion~r of Finance and Mr. Benjamin Reed and the Board of
Ed are goiUl; to get together and !,;le're going to know now the encumbered funds
possibly and we find out for sure. WefEpassing on information that is one month
old that the Board of Ed •• I haven't heard yet, I came in here looking for the June
report. I wonder if it r s here yet. No? I get the shake of No. Sti 11 haven't
made that possible yet to computer read-out and they':re one month behind and something is going to be done about it. I'm sort of glad that I informed the 40 Board
members that something now is going to be done where the finances of the Board of
Ed will come out with a true statement that at the end of the month, we'll know
wha·t the encumbered funds and the unencumbered funds are; yes, I admit now that I
hear that $7.689 million. but T did haa~ ~1~o a fi~lr~ at th~ ~nd af the month~
t:ltllj' hJl.d .~400 and .some odd I.:llOW!<sI.lld dollars left; <llld it all started on acccunt
of Be llt own School. They haven't got $90,000.00. They canlt find it. Well,
canlt you find it in that $400 and some odd thousana dollars. Is it still there,
I'd like to mow that. Thank you.
MR. WIESLEY: The main reason that they're unable to gi'ie you a figure as of the
30th of June is that it happens to be the end of the year and it takes considerably longer for the year-end report is ready and I can't tell you exactly when
1Jut~it 'shoulJ be forthcoming very shortly.
The $468,UOO tigure that Hr. Blum has
refe,rred to, i t isn't identified as a figure tllat will be there,. or an amount
that will be there at the end of June. The statement that was given in this letter

of Mr. Reed's and Mr. Hadley's, that correspondence indicated that $468,000 would
be the money that would cover other expenditures for the month of June, that would
not relate to salaries.
MR. HAYS: I j~st wanted to say that ltm not glad. I'm sorry that the meeting
some months ago when those print-outs were on our desks, that nobody was around
to explain them.

)

MRS. COSENTINl: Yes, I think that Mr. Blum is correct in that I think something
positive has; come out of the misuse of that incorrect' information and that is that
we will correct a procedumon the City level for shOWing accurate accounting procedurtis. I woo.ld like to c lear up, though, tha!= the Board of Ed has had its own
encumbrance system available to the public at any time. It is not a question that
the information was not available. The information was available but only at the
Board offices, not at the City level, and I do think it is a positiv,e st.ep Mr.
Blum, that although it came about in an unfortunate way and that it was an incorrect set of figures and so forth and so on, but there is I think going to be a
positive outcome nevertheless, and that is that the City numbers for all of the
Boards, not only for the Board of Ed will now be checked over so that the information is not two separate kinds of information, depending on where you look at it.
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EDUCATION, Wlfi,FARE AND GOVERNMENT COMMITTEE (continued)
MRS. GOLDSTEIN: I also would like to add I am pleased that something positive did-)
come out of this unfortunate incident, but. in relat.i.on to disseminating information
to the whole Board, which might have the answer to which might have been given With
a call to the Board of Ed, I feel it is rather unfortunate that since the people on
this Board did not. know wrnere that Nine Million 'Dollars. unencumbered funds came
from, and what the actual meaning of that. number was, that one of the contributory
fact.ors to voting down the insurance-MOney for Westhil1 School was this very misleading piece of informat.ion, and now weTe being sued by the company; and that is
what. I feel is unfortunate. Certainly something positive has come out. of this but
a simple call could have given uS the infonna:ti,on to that number, and soma gric'V"
ance .•• a lot of grievances in terms of that law suit would have bElen cleared up.
MR.. BLUM:

I also found out; some informat.ion about this law suit. If you want to
cru.l it a law suit. This job was done away back in 1974. We happen to be in 1976.
You mean to tell me that the Board of Ed's not paying their bills?
MR.. BAXTER:

Some of the people talking have referred to the incident of the disclosure of this data which we now find to be incorrect as an unfortunate incident
and I am frankly puzzled why it was unfortunate if people knew What the st.ory was,
then it would have vot.ed correct.ly. The thing is that. people didn1t know, and I
don't know unless. -theBoa:~Cl'i'-;i--divf,ciP(f'; i.nto two Qampe. one of whlc.h r ~ d r ~P(HH~d
-l:tieleJLlvtlly lit, l.1el.hiv'lfl iiluY!!iliing the Board of EJ Lrall:J. <U1d so vote; the other of
--Which is disposed ~-ffeXiv~ly not to believe it and vot.e against. anything; unless
that'a what we're reduced to, then this incident. wasn't unfortunate. It was a
1.1.rge miotalcc. It wa.s. .:! large c:uno'1iut at money which we couldn't account. for, and
by God, we should have known about it; and we should have been able to answer: it,
and the situat.ion we're just told went on for ten years, and nobody h~re 'knew.
Now I don I t find that. incident unfort.unate at. all. I find it, as a group, all 40
of us, as an indictment. somewhat, and I also think, and I'm glad Mr. Wiesley says
that it's i (ling tn change; th-.t unless. all the res/.. 0£ Lh.e City is on a one-month
delay, then we ought to get together s.o that our enormous budget is on the ••• if
everyone is on a one-month delay, fine,b~if everyone else can be on time, then
we ought to try and break our back to get and help to get the Board of Ed on time
so that. we have an enormous budget under controL That.« s No. 1.
No.2, I can understand very eaSily why Mrs. Goldst.ein talked about it being solved
by a phone call, and in my short time an this Board, I've observed that a number of
details that are important to our decisions are solved by phone calls, and thatts
that. same reflexive thing; either we sit here and exercise an independent judgment
based on some facts, or we call up somebody that we know, or dontt. know, list.en
to a ten-minute explanat.ion on the phone from the person, say to ou.rselves. You
know that sounds honest, and I didn't hear any ~~teznal inconsist.ences;therefore
it must be the scoop. We either do that, or we have some ot.her independent method
of verifying it; for instance, the financial reports that. we get from the Citr,and
ba.t.ly. r'd like to !aythat you know you canlt h-avEl your cake and eat it., too. I
don" t think the Board of Ed has, by right of statute, the opport.unity to have a budget over which we do not have line control. Now a lot of us have felt that we ought
to and that's really a waste of time, because we don't; and we will not have line
control. On the other hand if the Board of Ed contracts for services and doesn1t
pay for them, that's their fault, that.'s not a problem; and has a law suit as a
result of it, that can't be blamed because the Board of Reps failed to appropriate
money t~o years later. They have line contr~l. They can pay their bills by taking _)
money from some other account because we can t stop them and that r s what they"re
responsible for. Something else may suffer and they come back to us and that's
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MR. MILLER:

r think we can move on -this ••••

MRS. GOLDSTEIN: I'm sorry. r would just like to reply to that. In relation to
that piece af pdpel: that Iotas sent to, well ~ I should say put on everr:yone I s desk~
this has nothing to do with reflective, non-reflective Board of Ed thinking. The
implication that paper brought out was that there was Nine Million." Dollars I T.i1orth
.••• Seven Million Dollars worth, whatever the figure was, of-money floating around
unencumbered at the Board of Ed in June. Now that I s pretty heavy stuff. wnen I
say a phone call, certainly the person who saw this could have called the Board of
Ed and discussed this and then would have discovered that there was a serious, a
really important thing wrong in our Data Processing Program and that brought this
piece of paper •.• (end of Tape side #4) •.••.• Board of Education, Nine Million Dollars floating around doing nothing, and here we are appropriating millions of dollars. in the bud~et and there are serious impli(". ;rtinn~ in rmtttng before 3. Board
UU.lSUU:tL.liIlL l.H.lli'lti tIlutfi!r1.11

I"

MR. MI~-a: IT is ~enty minutes to eleven. We haven}!: completed the agenda
and we still have a St~ering Committee Meeting after this meeting.

-)

MR. SIGNORE:
MR. MILLER:

I MOVE TEE QUESTION.

I MOVE it, whatever it is.

Is there a report from the Fiscal Committee on this item of EW&G?

MRS, COSENTIN!:

No repo~t. We did discuss this item though. Mr. Rybnick, in
Committee and we had access to the same kind of data that Mr. Wiesley, so that we
were aware of his report and I don't remember that we had it as anything to vote
on, but we did discuss it and we were satisfi~d.
MR. WIESLEY: I have to agree with Mrs. Cosentini because I was there and made the
report. We didn't have the letter from.· Mr. Hadley at that particular time, but it
was forthcoming which was supposed to clarify the situation.
MR. SIGNORE: I feel that when Mr. 1f1iesley gives each Board member a copy of the
correspondence and the figures~ and Ilm certain that Mrs. Adams has received the
same information, I think this will clear it up for everyone here.
MR. MILLER:

!tern 1ft? was already taken care of. __

SEWER COMMITTEE

)

~~

Thomas D'Agostino.

MR. D'AGOSTINO: The meeting was held July 6th, a letter was sent to Mr. Roloff to
attend the meeting, and I spoke to Mr. Roloff and he said he would not attend because he does not get gas allOW'ance (laughter) and he travels from Westport and·
says he Will not come down; and I'm scheduling another meeting for the 29th and I
will send Mr. Sabia a letter to see if he has gas allowance.
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MR. BLUM: ltd like to ask a question of Mr. D'Agostino and that is, is this going
to be the ex.cuse now of various department heads, that they don' treceive a g a s - )
allowance, so therefore, they don1t attend committee h.earings.~ Is that the ques~
tion now?
MR. MILLER:
MR. BLUM:

Well, this is the first time ltve seen this issue come up, Hr. Blum.
What do you intend to do about it?

(laughter)

HR. MILLER: There's no way I can compel~ Mr. Roloff, or any other City employee,
to attend a committee meeting. We do have subpoena powers, of course, if the B~ard
votes subpoena power, but otherwise, I can't compel these p~ople to attand a meeting.
MR. DfAGOS~TINO: You'll find this is going to be a problem in all departments.
Engineering is having trouble also with gas a1l~ance.
MR. BAXTER: Would you review for us in view of this possible problem of 0 r City
in cooperating with its legislative body, what the requirements for the subpoena
power are?
MR. MILLER: You have to have a two-thirds. vote and you can give that power to
either a standing committee of' the Board or a special committee.
~.mB.

C:OSEN'l'lNL: ha, 1 would suggest that poaaihly one way to address this problem
is in Steering tonight, have someone put in writing a request that the Personnel
Committee investigate this possibility of department heads of coming or not coming
and that. wily we I d h..av~ SOUle kL1!t.l. u£ direction as how to proceed for the next meeting or the c:ommittee<meeting.
~)

PUBLIC~HOUSING

A..'ID GENERAL RELOCATION COMMITTEE - Jeremiah Livingston

MR. T,TVTNr.;S1'nN·

I b~liEl'lTe we lillnady took ca.re of the vlhel: l!::em that was referred to the Committee, along with the L&R Committee. I wasn1t here. It was under
the L&R
A meeting was called on july 9th. We did not hav~ a quorum and I will
have to set another date for a meeting to handle this item that's on the Agenda.
(1)

TEE MATTER OF COMPLAINTS FROM TENAJ.'ITS AGAINST TEE
Mrs. Nancy McAfee, Chairman, HrrAC.

MR. HAYS: r'm just curious, Mr. P't'ssidant:,
had with a quorum?

h~

ST~~'1FORD

HOUS ING AUTHORITY -

many meetings has this committee

MR. LIVINGSTON: Well, we've had countless meetings with a quorum. This is the
first meeting that was called and we did not have a quorum.
URBAN RENEWAL COMMITTEE - L. Horris Glucksman
MR. GLUCKSMAN: I have a very short report tonight. First of all, I have one thing
which mayor may not solve one of the needs for the obscenity statute
we1re trying to pass, that is the Plaza Theatre has now been closed. The URC decided to
reject the request for a time extension and by n~ it should no longer be there.
Now, the second thing, I think this is very important. I wish yould all keep this
in mind. Attorney Paul Shapero, who has been commissioned by the Urban Renewal to
outline his view on the steps to be taken to update the 1968 disposition contract
and to conform it to 1973 approved plan. He was authorized to confer with the New
Urban Corp,'s attorney, so that they can discuss and begin to see 'What significant
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URBAN RENEWAL COMMITTEE (continued)
MR. GLUCKSMAN (continuing) ••••• conditions were needed to be resolved for this
ultimate contract. I think we should all keep this in mind. This Will be something that will be coming before the Board in the'very near future. Also at this
time I'd like to take this opportunity to urge Mayo~ Clapes to do all in his power
to appoint a new member to the Urban Renewal CommisSion. I have a great fear that
we may see some of the same problems that you had at the beginning of this. administration, that being the lack of quorum. I would hate to see the Mayor's failure
to name a rep1..acementresulting in any unnecessary delays While the senior citizens
of Stamford have to sit bY' and watch this again. Another thing I'd like to say i ~
r'd like to congratulate Mrs. Sherman in having been elected the vice chairman of
the URC. She replaced Ml:. Burmester who had resigned in May. That! saIl.
MR. BaXTER: I'd like to ask Mr. Glucksman, through the CHAIR, if he thinks it
would be appropriate to have a Sense-of-the-Board Resolution to the Mayor
regarding his point.
MR. GLUCKSMAN: I wouldn't think that would be necessary. r think the Mayor is •..
I would hope he would be responsible enough to see the need and act. on such need.
ENVIR.ONMENTAL

PROTECTION..,,9.o!'MITI~£;

- Lynn M. Lowden

MR. LOWDEN: I have no report but While I crave the floor, Mr. Miller, and while
all my committee members appear to be present tonight 1 I'd like to meet for a
sho'T."t tim? ~ft~r thi.a mQQting in order to .!let u.p aome $,ort of a regUlar meeting
schedule with them, if they would.
MR. MILLER:

Special Committees?

H9};TS.E,C(J~.J;IT.q

- Gerald Rybni ck - Nn r?pnrt.

DRUG AND ALCOHOL ABUSE COMMITTEE. - Linda Clark.
COMMUNICATTONS FROM THE

No report.

K~YOR:

MR. MILLER: There are none, although the Mayor did tell me this evening, orally,
he plans to Withdr3w the complaint lodged with the Freedom-ai-Information CommiSsion against the Board of Representatives. Hurrah!
PETITIONS - None
RESOLUTIONS
MR. FOX: Yes, I would like to ask for a SUSPENSION OF THE RULES to introduce a
Resolution congratulating Samuel Coppola for in'itis.ting the .fir,gt 13-13 yr. old
Babe Ruth League in Stamford.
MOVED and SECONDED. The MOTION to SUSPEND THE RULES is CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. ,The MOTION to adopt the Resolution is CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

)
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SENSE-OF-TliE-BOARD RESOLUTION
BE IT RESOLVED TEAT the 14th Board of Representativ~s of the City
of Stamford h~reby congratulates ~L COPPOLA of Stanton Road,
Stamford, Connecticut~ for the work that he haa done in initiating
the first A.I.A. (13-13) Babe Ruth Leagua in Stamford; and
this has given ninety bays the opportunity to play baseball
on a regular, team basis; and

~REAS

WHEREAS these boys hav~ participated in a program of physical fitness,
fair play, good sportsmanship, and community spirit; and
THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that SAMUEL COPPOLA has the gratitude
of the community for this public-spirited effort in which he is engaged.
(The above resolution was sponsored by City Rep. Thomas D'Agostino)
MRS. RITCHIE: I have a proposed resolution here, Mr. Miller, concerning our
national birthday celebration. Do r havR to ~!ilk fOT thQ SUBpen~..Ull1 nf 'll~ 1i'1!1 ~~j
alsoi'
MR. MILLER: MOVED and SECONDED. The ques.tion is. on SUSPENSION OF RULES. MOTION
is CARRTF.n TmANIMOUSLY. The Ch~ir woulu Just like to comment that Mr. Pia, I
believe, is Chairman of the Patriotic
Special EVents Commission. We also
had a separate Bi-Centennial Committee ,-~.!r. Thomas Hume "Was Chairman of that
Committee.

an-d

~::-)

MRS. COSENTINI: I had d1sC"1l:'HIf!r1 thig ,,,.ith Mrs. Ritchie dull I .f~el H'~ a bad
resolution from the point of view that it is ordaining the City to have a party
every year "Whether we c.an afford it or not. Or wh.ether we want it or not, and I
think that this is not a correct resolution. In a sense~ I think that there's a
lot af ramifications and I would rather that this went to a committee, Parks and
Recreation, Legislative and Rules, some such, but I do think it is not correct
to legislate a mandatory party every year.
MR. MILLER:

Of course, welre not really legislating anything.

MR. SIGNORE: I, too, would like to compliment Mr. Alphonse Pi.a~ Mr. Hume, and the
committees involved that gave us that wonderful weekend. And I found especially
the Block Party g~ve us a warm feeling downtoQn as the people were friendly people
and they were ~t~Jking to one another and laughing and kidding and having a bangup time, and Y,-too, would like to see this done every yeat", i.f pouibla.
MRS. McINERNEY: Yes, I'd like to speak to the resolution and I would like to say
that the Block Party was indeed a wonderful thing. However, the reality of the
problem is that the Stamford Police Department spent most of its over-time budget
providing protection for the party, and I don't really think the City can afford
to have such a celebration each and every year. I think a Bi-Centennial year was
something that none of us Will ever see again and I think we should consider those
things b~fore we vote in favor of it.
MR. MILLER:

Well, we'll wait another hundred years ••. (laughter).

\
__ 1
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MR. SHERER: r think we're all going a little over-board on cr~ticizing the resolution. I think we're in the spirit of the thing. It's typically a Sense-of-theBoard Resolution and I don't tliink we're trying to mandate or determine any sort
of priority and I think we should either go along with the Sense-of-t~oard, or
not, but we're going a little over-board at this paint.
MR. D'AGOSTINO: ~e spend money so foolishly in this toQU. I think to spend some
money for a little warmth, a little togetherness. I think it's worth it.
MR. ZIMBLER; Once again, r have been scooped from the other side of the aisle becausa Mr. D' Agostino almost raad illy' LllOUghts, that so much money is spent on so
many relatively ha.ir-brain schemes, anything that IS going to bring out a little
warmth in the community and perhaps rekindle the fires of patriotism, corny a.s
that may sound, I'm all for it. Thanks, Millie.
MR. LOOMIS: I'd like to ask Mrs. Ritchie if she would have any objections to Mrs,
Cosentini's proposal of submitting this resolution perhaps to L&R, or some other
appropriate committee for them to take a look at it and if she didnlt object to
that, perhaps maybe we could resolve this matter by moving in that direc,tion.
MRS. RITCHIE:

No, I certainly don I t resent it, Mr. Loomis.

to get: lLlfll", r!1 umuuJ lI.'._j

~!Hl

I

F~~

r

th~t

! just don f t want it

1.1': really 1s. up L.IJ Lhe ~UllJ.U1.Ll.l.131i1

\\Utdl

year they're going to put on something, it's up to them to hold the lines on the
money that ~they're going to spend.

/)

MR. LOOMIS: I think it's a great idea and we all agree with the spirit of the
Motion. Maybe just a few technical pro.blems in terms of mandated the City to
do something every year so •.•.
MR. BAXTER: Thru you, Mr. PreSident, to M't"s. Ritchie, perhaps I ivnon1t li:'li"l"'rling
closely, and I apologiza if that was the case, but I thought it was a Sense-of-the
Board Resolution and not anything mandating what the City had to do. t.J'as that ••.
did I hear right?
MRS. RITCHIE: That's exactly what it was, but I believe Mrs, Cosentini is concerned with the word lIbe resolved" lt •
MR. BAXTER: Can I ask you from your resolution, who would be the agency or commission that would set up the party and decide whether it would be a Block Party
or where it would be held and who .•. does your!Bsolution speak to that?
MRS. RITCHIE:
MR. BAXTER:

I'd say Patriotic and Special Events .•.
Does your resolution speak to that, though?

MRS. RITCHIE: I just said Alphonse Pia and his·· committee, and r believe he's the
chairman of that committee, r could b~ wrong, but I 1 m almost sure that he's the
chairman of that committee, Patriotic and Special Events.
MR. BA.XTER:

For the future, right, o. k., thank you.

MR. MILLER: Mr. Livingston has left.
30 members present.

~~.

Dixon also has left.

There are

n~

MR. D'AGOSTINO: If we find:.we are running short of money, we could always sell
a piece of the rock. (laughter)
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MR. MILLER: Well, we have a MOTION MADE and SECONDED. It's on the floor. WeIll
proceed to a vote on Mrs. Ritchiets MOTION. WeIll take a DIVISION, using the
machine. The MOTION is CAlUUED with 20 YES; 6 NO; 4 ABSTENTIONS.
SENSE~OF-THE-BOARD

/J

RESOLUTION

We, the members of the 14th Board of Representatives of the
City of Stamford in this Bi-Centennial Year of 1976 y have felt flthe
old patriotic stir again in our hearts" due to the great 'Nork of
Alphonse Pia and his committee. Especially noting the great Block
Party where black, yellow, and white ethnic groups mingled together,
savored the various ethnic foods and drinks, and danced to ~o bands
to the music of the 40's and 50's, al~ng with the current preferences.
Where the finest parade ever assembled in Stamford happened and where
a Grand Birthday Ball was held. Where the biggest birthday cake was
made.
~REAS,

It was such a great slam-bang week-end that everyone "<NaS proud to say
"This is my town - Stamford - look at usn ---so to continue on this
warm, patriotic fe~ling, I, therefore, propose that:
IT BE RESOLVED BY TIlE BOARD OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE CITY OF STAMFORD

TEAT:
An AnnuaINational Birthday Celebration be held in Stamford with the

special Block Party
July 4th Holiday.

t~

be held downtown on the Frid.:l.y preceding the

(Submitted by City Representative Mildred Ritchie)

----------------------------------------------------------------------------C"Q~I~~1'IQw§ fROM OTHER BOAM~

--------

ann

TNDnTTDTTAT,S

OLD BUSINESS
NEt.] BUSINESS
MR. MILLER: Well, I have something on the agenda here.
Loomis first.

I'll have to calIon Mr.

MR. LOOMIS: Yes, I circulated a proposed resolution which does no more than congratulate NANCY TA~~~O on her election as Presida~t of the Registrars of Voters
Association of Connecticut. She's been congratula.ted by a number of state-wide
figures, including Gloria Schaefer and others, and I thought it might be appropriate if we~ likeWise, sent our congratulations to her.
MR. MILLER: MOVED and SECONDED.
Mrs. Tatano.

The questionb an this nsolution congratulating

MR. SIGNORE: I, too~ would like to congratulate Mrs. Tatano on her election as
president of the organization. I have kno'Wn Mrs. Tatano since I was a youngster
and I know she wouldn1t like that statement very much, but I found it to be a
privilege to have known her all these years.
MRS. RITCHIE: I also would like to congratulate Mrs. Tatano. She's the first
woman who has been President of the Connecticut Registrars Association, and
she's in Don Sherer's and my district, the 10th, and wetre very proud to have
her TNith us.
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MR. COSTEllO: If d like to have at: least one Democrat going an re,cord congratulating Mrs. Tat:ano, too (laughter),
MR. MILLER: Mr. Baxter also ••• Mr. Blum also •.. Mrs. Perilo also •.• everybody, the
question is on this resolution. The MOTION is CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.
SENSE-OF-TRE-BOARD RESOLUTION
TATANO, Registrar of Vaters of the City of Stamford, has been
elected President of the Connecticut Registrars Association; and

~REAS}

NL~CY

WHEREAS,

MRS.

TATANO, a life-time resident of Stamford, has served her community
and its citizens faithfully for fift,een years as a lllUIlic.ipal servant; and

WHEREAS, MRS. TATANO has been responsible for introducing improvements and innovations to the operations of the Registrar r s Office; and
WHEREAS, MRS. T.";'TANO has worked successfully to bring abou'4 reforms in Connecticut
voting laws; and
WREREAS, MRS. TATANO haa unselfishly offered assistance to municipal officials in
many Connecticut communities~ and
WHEREAS, MRS. TATANO has been honored by' being the first woman elected as Presid'ent
of the Registrars Association; and
BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED THAT the members of the Fourteenth Board of Representatives
offer their congratulations and best wishes to the New P'resident of the Connecticut
Registrars Association, NANCY TAT.~~O.
(Above submitted by Ralph Loomis)
MR. BAXTER: Our next regular meeting Will be in August and I had heard rumors of
a picnic or something, some such for the Board of Representatives. I was wondering if that, where that is?
MR. MILLER: ~ell, Mrs. Clark is not present to give a report.
could give a report.

Maybe Mrs. Santy

MRS. SANTY: Well, a brief report. The Committee really hasn't met officially,
but it will be late September; we're having a problem getting a meeting place,
picnic place. It wiEprobably be one of the parks, but you will be notified.
~fR.

BAXTER: Does the Freedom-of-Information Act require a filing of minutes for
this ..• (laughter).

MR. SHERER: Thank you, Mr. PreSident, I'm not going to ask for the Suspension of
Rules. It's a Similar type of a ••• I wouldn't even go as far as to say a resolution, but just perhaps if it would not be improper, a letter of congratulations
from the Office of the Board of Representatives to a Mr. Joel Littaker, also a
member of the Republican Town Committee, who recently as a matter of fact, cwo
weeks ago at the National JayCee Convention in Indianapolis, was chosen one of the
top 10 JayCees in the United States, and I think for a citizen of Stamford, it is
quite a high honor. There has to be a couple of million JayCees in the country
and it is an honor.
MR. MILLER: I think, maybe, you should make a MOTION to that effect, Mr. Sherer,
under SUSPENS ION OF TRE:RULES. MOVED and SECONDED.
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MR. SHERER: I'd like to MOVE that the Board of Reps send a letter of congratula- .~
tions to Joel Littaker for being chosen one of the top 10 JayCees in the Gnited
-}
States Junior Chamber of Commerce.

MR. MILLER:

SECONDED by Mrs. Santy.

MR. SIGNORE: I want to also say it. It is a pleasure having a fine young man
like Mr. Littaker in our midst. I also think that he was quite, did quite a bit

of work with the Aid to the Retarded. I guess:. the Olympics. The Special they
had and I think he did a wonderful job with th.at;too. Thank you.
MR. MIl...L.ER:

WeIll take a 'Vote.

The MOTION is CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

MR. BLUM:

I was Just wondering, everyonels. got a. resolution and everything.
This meeting is a delayed meeting. Tile got a meeting, a Steering Committee meeting that's supposed to come up·at s.ome time and then we're supposed to have
committee meetings on top of that. I was just wondering if w~ can postpone
the August meeting to the following month, to the following week.

MR. MILLER:

We could if the Board wanted to vote to do that.

MR. BLUM:

The Board could.

You're going to· have to change the September mA~t
Yuu '-'h.!d.ll~~ I.;h~ first, you change. your
meeting on July because of the 4th of July. Your committee meetings are going to
be all bunched up. I think that ought to call for a change of one week.
! ng

To the second week.

}w~~m~ ...

the tir!lt t1011U.ay iJa Labot' Day.

MR. MILLER: Well, the Chair would simply note that we are holding the Steering
Committee tonight s~ wetre two weeks away from the regular meeting, which is the
usual procedure and it does really seem to be a very short agenda for that August
meeting; and I do think the general public and the members sort of plan on that
first Monday of the month; and I would hate to depart from that ~~c~pt in those
cases when it'g necessary, but it's up to this Board to vote ~hatever it wants.

~

_)

II d like to speak ag.ainst changing the meeting date.
The August
meeting date; of course Labor Day is always changed; Christmas and New Year's
create a change, too. And 4th of July, but August, many people on this Board
arrange their trips and vacations to coincide or to allow them to be here on the
first Monday of the month. I know, in my own case, I have arranged everything
for 4~ years to be available at the regular meeting date and I would not like to
see it changed in August.

MR. FLANAGAN:

MR. MILLER:
business.

Well, no MOTION has been made, so I think we .•• there's no further

Mr. Signore made a MOTION to ADJOURN the meeting.· Done so at 11:07 P.M.
MR. MILLER said he would like to seQ the members and alternate membar.~ of th~

ADJOURNMENT:

p.Eru:) ONNEL BOARD OF APPEALS before they leave as there is a hearing on "Wednesday
night. He also stated there is a meeting now to be held in the Democratic Caucus
~~~~ of the STEERING COMMITTEE, whi~ ~ta~ed at~! 1.5
and~ed until 11 :.50
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_ ~ Helen M. McEvoy;l, Administrative Assistant
c·'-,(and Recording :::secretary)
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