






















, 

l. , 

H1nut •• of AuSU.t '. 1963 3760 

The rece •• VA. over at ':30 P.M, .nd the ..aber. re.umed their ••• t •• 

THB PRESIDIHT .aid the qUI.tlon pr •• entl, before thl1 body call. for A re.olutton 
appointing I Charter Revi.ion Commi •• lon to con,lder the que.tlon ral.ftd by the 
petition pre.ented and authenticated by the City and Town Clerk. 

HR. MULREED MOVED for approval of the creation of • 7th Charter to.mt •• lon 
II ealled for in the petition. Seconded by Hr. CUBhing. who called for a roll call 
Vote. 

THE PRESIDENT explained that. vote of "ye,U ... n. that. Chl.rter aevillon Cotabd.on 
will be appointed to con.ider and act upon the petltlon AI pre.ented to thi. Doard. 

HR. SHERMAN' •• ked 1. there 1 •• provl.1on II to when they .h.ll report back to thia 
Board. He .aid thAt according to the Home Rule Act the time mUlt be let. 

TUB PRESIDENT laid it aeema that the only ti.e they can report back to thi. Board 
would be at the next regular meeting. which rai.es an intere.ting point. He •• 1d 
bec.ule of Labor Day falling on the first monday in September thB next regular 
.eetinl of thi. Board would f.11 on Septeaher 9th. He •• id perhaps the Commi •• ion 
can be instructed to report back in time for the September Board meeting • . 

HR. CONNORS aaked hov the Town Clerk could a.certain the authenticity of the .ilna
ture. on the petition. He asked if it would not be necenar), to have a h.udwritinl 
expert examine the .lln_ture •• 

THE PRESIDENT read the lanluage of the .tatute: 

"Upon the fUlng of .uch petition. the with whOlD the 
petttion ia filed ,hall proceed forthwith to ita 
sufficiency by co.paring the lignatures thereon vith those 
contained in laid regi.try list and shsll certify its suffi
ciency or insufficiency to the appointing authority ." 

He .aid he would as.ume that the City and Town Clerk i. vith the wording of 
Sec. 1-188 of the Statutea. al he atate. in his letter that these petitiona were 

t . checked "by myaelf and my .taff a. to the authenticity of the signaturea thereon" 
! and h ••• y. the.e are valid petitions . He 8ald he can only tell vhat the letter 
I. .tates .. that this is an authenticated petition . 

I . 

MR. SHERMAN said the atatute. require the certification .s to sufficiency only and 
Hr. Toner is golng be)'ond that in certifying the authenticity a. well. H. aaked if 
thh is correct? 

THE PRESIDENT quoted from the letter asain. 

MR. SCARELLA sald he had a question about the langu.ge u8ed in the petition and 
ask.d if It was correct. 

THE PRESIDENT said this would fall within the province of 
mi.sion. if one 1f appointed, and the Board'8 own Charter 
over the language of the petition and correct any 
they are bound b)' the language contained In the petition. 

the Charter Revision 
Revision Committee, to go 
He 8aid he does not think 

HR. KETCHAM 8aid he i8 particularly concerned wlth the ti .. ele.ent involved. He 
eaid: "If ve on thh Board implement the petitton a. aubmltted by tl\e Town Clerk. 
if I am not wrong. I thought 1 detected a certaln aura of doubt aa to the amount of 
time. Am I in error in thinking there i. 80me question aa to whether there i8 auf· 
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3761 Minute. of Augu.t 5, 1963 

fiele nt tlme left 1n whLeh to actl" 

THE PRESIDENT said he had Baid he does not think thi. Board can change the language 
of the State Statute. and force the Commie.lon to report to UI in lei. tl~ than 1. 
specified under the .t.tutes a •• et forth under Sec. ' ~191. He ,aid if thi. Board 
8et. a time limit of September 9th, it chanses the time limit .a aet forth 1n the 
Hoaae Rule Act . 

HR. KETCHAM .aid the thought hal occurred to him that thil Board would be indulging 
in a fo~ of hypocricy 1f we go through the motions of pre.entLns thi. to the 
Charter RevilLon ~1 •• 1on and 1t died a lingering and unnatural death lomewhere 
along the line. 

THE PRESIDENT laid he cannot anlver that que.tLan . 

HR. 5CARELLA laid 1t la his opinion that no ~tter what is done here tdnight there 
will have to be a special election held . 

HR. SCHWARTZ said he feela that what we are diacul aing here, con.idering the many 
and va ried interpretations.1 to what can and cannot be done, reveals the true 
li8ht of the ",hole picture . He said : 1t1 think vilat we are being aaked to do here 
tonight i. to perpetra t e a cruel political hoax both on the people for urban re~ 
newal and the people against it . 1 think that the Commission would be Justified 
and warranted if they come out with the 8ame reBult 88 they did a few week. ago 
when a similar prOVision was before them. 1 think Hr. Ketcham ' s remark that this 
il an attempt to placate the opposition is the real consideration and if we are 
to _it here and vote in favor of • resolution which mayor may not be .andatory, to 
create a Commission, 1 think we are indu18ing in a cruel hoax upon the community and 
upon the citizens of Stamford, both upon tho,e who are for and tho.e ",ho are 
again.t • ••• • •• 1 think we have taken action here once before on thi. very question. 
We are not votin8 on whether or not we will have a referendum, but are merely voting 
on whether or not to create a ~ommi.lion which has already acted in the negative on 
this very ilsue. 1 aay let u. not indulge in hoaxes ~ let us indulge in re.litie8 
and vote in the negative." 

HR. SHAHEN .a id he would like to be enlightened on the question as to whether this 
i. a requirement and is thi. Board forced to act under the provi.ions of the Home 
Rule Act? He Baid he does not understand what Hr. Schwartz i. trying to •• y . 

THE PRESIDENT read from Section 1-190 of the General Statute. : 

"Appointment of Conmission. Within thirty ·,1ay. after such action has been 
initiated by vote of the appointing authority or by pe t ition, auch au~ 
thartty ahall provide by re.olutlon for the appointment of • Charter 
Commis.ion or Charter Revlaion Commission . ••.•••• " 

He said t be que.tlon is the effect of the word "shallll provide and thiB iB a questlon 
upon wh ich many lawyers dlffer and he vill not attempt to try to clarify . 

HR. PHlLPar Baid: IIDoe. the number of 8ignaturea on the petition qualify it under 
the tenos of the Home Rule Act to call for a referendum?" 

THB PRBSIDINT replied that l n accordance with the term. of Mr . Toner'. letter , it 
doe., a. it i. ovsr 101 of the number of regi.tered voter •• 

HR. SCARELLA .aid if thi. Board vote. in . t~e: nesative tonight , what i. the po.ition 
of this Board1 He a.ked if it i. not mandatory for this Board to accept the peti
tion a. authentic and p •••• re.olution to create a Commi •• ion. 
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THI PRESIDENT •• id that 11 hi. lnt,rpr.tatlon. 

MR. CUSHING and MR. KUCZO HO'IBD THE QUBSTIai. 

MRS. AUSTIN reque.ted • rece •• at 9:50 P' ,K. which v •• Iranted. 

The rece •• v •• declared , over at 10 P.H, and the membera r • .Iumed thair I •• ta. 

HR. IODIN MOVED to TABLE the .at ion In view of the confu.lon lurroundlna the inter
pratetion of exactly what WI are voting on. H •• atd aa he under.tande it, there I, 
not enough time to pe~lt thi. being voted upon at the November election and thinks · 
it it should be referred to the proper conalete. to .aport back to the Board 80 that 
the members will know exactly what they are voting on. Seconded by leveral member •• 

THE PRESIDENT explained that • motion haa b •• n made to table the resolution until 
the neKt Board meeting and it viII be referred to the Steering Committee for referral 
to the proper Committee. He •• id the motion i. undebatable and require. a d'jority 
vote to carry. 

HR. XUCZO a.ked what happened to hi. previou. motionl (He had moved the que.tion) 

THE PRESIDENT informed him that a motion to table alway. takea precedence . 

Several people requeated a roll call vote. 

THE PR!9IDENT explained that a vote of II ye." will table thh re.olution. 

THE CL ERK called the roll. The resolution was TABLED by • vote of 20 in favor and 
12 opposed as follows : 

PBrITIONS : 

THOSE VOTING TO TABLE 

Patsy ArruzEa 
Eleanor Austin 
Jack Baer 
HUda Clarke 
Edward Dombroski 
Armando Curliacci 
John Kane 
Alan Ketcham 
Stanley Kulowiec 
Francea Lll1iendahl 
Charles Rodin 
James Hulreed 
William Murphy 
Dav id Oppenheimer 
Romaine Philpot 
Ronald Schwartz 
Allen Shanen 
Paul Shapero 
Michael Sherman 
Anthon)' Tru&lia 

THOSE VOTING NOT TO TABLE 

Fred 81018 
Georse Connors 
Samuel Cushing 
William Hearing 
Stephen Kelly 
Paul Kuc~o 
Carmine Longo 
Richmond Head 
Thoma. Morria 
George Russell 
Gerald Rybnick 
Patrick ScareUa 

MR . . PHILPOT asked for permi.alon to br1n8 up aomethina under petition •• H1. re
quest Va. granted . 
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(1) Petition from fe.idente of Courtland Hill Street. Glenbrook. requesting 
immediate actIon in regard to the repavement and completion of work being 
done by Deleo Bro • . - Signed by 43 property owner. on atreet. 

HR. PHILPOT aaked for permi •• lon to read the above petition at this time . 

THE PRESIDENT informed Mr . Philpot that it vas decided at • Steering Committee 
meeting held aome month. 8g0 to adopt a pollcy of the Board that rather than reading 
all petitIons lent to the Board durIng a Board meeting, to expedite matters by having 
them referred to the Steering Committee for referral to the proper co~lttee. 

HR. PHILPOT .aid this va. a matter of long atanding and must not be taken lightly , 

THE PRESIDENT Bald he did not think referring 8 matter to the Steering Committee 
waa taking it lightly as it is the ordinary procedure of this Board that vas agreed 
upon some time.ago . He said particularly in this esse, where it has already been 
released to the newapape r a . He said it would be adequate for him Just to atate he 
had 8 petition aigned by 43 resident. and to atate the subject matter. 

HR. PHILPOT aaid he had received a telephone call from a parent living on the atreet 
who .aid hi. little 80n had been bicycle riding yesterday and hit the manhole cover 
in the street, which jut. up in the street. He was taken to the emergency room of 
St. Joseph's Hospital, where he waa trested for injuries sustained in the accident and 
now hia father i8 con.ulting an attorney in order to bring suit again8t the city and 
DeLeo Brothers, He said the accident would not have happened if the dangerou8 con
ditione on this street had been taken care of promptly, rather than to allow it to 
continue over many montha. 

THE PRESIDENT said the petition would be referred to the Steering Committee. 

(2) Petition from residents of Pine Hill Avenue. complaining of flash flooding 
washing away top 80il and ruining yards, eqUipment and sardens with oil, 
and debris. resultins in an unsanitary condition. 

MR. PHILPOT preaented the above petition at this time from 13 residents, urginl 
~ediate action be taken to remedy the situation caused by flooding. 

THI PRESIDENT aaid this alIa would be referred to the Steering Committee. 

HR. SCARELLA said he doe I not think it il proper to use the floor of this Board 
to dramati:e certain conditions that happen in the Public Works Department . He 
Baid there may be extenuating circumstances surrounding this matter and before 
it can even get to the Steering C~ittee, the m.tter ~y be taken carc of . 

He said there are timea when a street cannot be paved until it haa settled. 

OLD BUSINESS : 

HR. PHILPOT Baid he wished to make a correction in the Minutes of the meeting of 
June 3. 1963 on pale 3698 , where the Hinutes "came out to the effect that the ex
perience of the committee in regard to employees' penlion plan had been a happy one. 
Hy word's were very explicit: NOT a happy one." Note: 7th paragraph from bottom of 
page , change the warda vhich now read tI • • •• that committee experience ha. been & 

happy one" to read ....... that CDaDittee experience has not been a happy one." 

THE PRESIDENT laid it was a little difficult to rule on this, inasmuch al the 
Minutea of the JUDe 3rd seeting have already been approved. but out of court elY 
to Mr. Philpot he would allow the correction to be made. 
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Cone.min! le.glution on Ctvil Service Procedure. (Pre.ented 6/3 / 63 on pa.e 
3710 of Hinuteo) 

MR. PHILPOT •• id he vi.hed to introduce other lnfo~tLon which he hal rlceived on 
the above matter. 

THE PRESIDENT •• id thia 1. not the proper place to introduce information. 

HR. PHILPOT •• ked: "At what point &III I pemitted to reveal varLouI flnding' -
would that be under Nev BUILne .. ?" 

THI PRESIDENT •• id thea. findlns' ahould b. revealed to the Committe. which 1. COD
sidering the re.olutioD and when that co .. lttee bringl 1n their report 1t should be 
noted a8 to what actlon or non-actlon they recommend. 

HR. PHILPOT •• ked 1f he incorporated this in 8 letter and lubmitted it to the Pre.l
dent, would he aee that it 10.1 to the proper committe •• 

THE PRESIDENT laid he thought he could lubmit thi. directly to the Per.onnel Com
mittee to which committee it hal been referred. 

Concerning a Stop Light at Summer Street 

HR. BLOIS .aid he wished to bring up the above matter which ha. been before thi. 
Board .everal time. during the five year. he haa lerved a. a member. He .aid the 
people who pre,ented this petition are requesting a atop liaht and h. would 11ke 
to pre.ent this to the Steering Committee for action. 

ADJOURNHENT: 

There being no further businee. to come before the Board. upon motion. duly 
seconded and CARRIED the meeting waa adjourned. 

vf 

APPROVEO: 

Velma Farrell 
Administrative As.iatant 

Note: The proceedingl of the above 
meeting were braadeaat over 
Radio Station WSTC. 
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