



































3761 Minutes of August 5, 1963

ficient time left in which to act?"

THE PRESIDENT said he had said he does not think this Board can change the language
of the State Statutes and force the Commission to report to us in less time than is
specified under the statutes as set forth under Sec, 7-191. He sald Lf this Board
sets a time limit of September 9th, it changes the time limit as set forth in the
Home Rule Act,

HR. KETCHAM said the thought has occurred to him that this Boavrd would be indulging
in a form of hypocricy Lf we go through the motions of presenting this to the
Charter Revision Commission and it died a lingering and unnatural death somewhere
along the line,

THE PRESIDENT said he cannot answer that question.

MR. SCARELLA said it is his opinion that no matter what is done here tonight there
will have to be a special election held,

MR. SCHWARTZ said he feels that what we are discussing here, considering the many
and varied interpretations as to what can and cannot be done, reveals the true
light of the whole picture, He said: "I think what we are being asked to do here
tonight is to perpetrate a cruel political hoax both on the people for urban re-
newal and the people against it. I think that the Commission would be justified

and warranted if they come out with the same result as they did a few weeks ago

when a Bimilar provision was before them. I think Mr. Ketcham's remark that this

is an attempt to placate the opposition is the real consideration and if we are

to sit here and vote in faver of a resolution which may or may not be mandatory, to
create a Commission, I think we are indulging in a cruel hoax upon the community and
upon the citizens of Stamford, both upon those who are for and those who are
against.......I think we have taken action here once before on this very question.
We are not voting on whether or not we will have a referendum, but are merely voting
on whether or not to create a Commission which has already acted in the negative on
this very issue. I say let us not indulge in hoaxes - let us indulge Iln realities
and vaote in the negative."

MR. SHANEN said he would like to be enlightened on the question as to whether this
is a requirement and is this Board forced to act under the provisions of the Home
Rule Act? He sald he does not understand what Mr. Schwartz is trying to say.

THE PRESIDENT read from Section 7-190 of the General Statutes:

“Appointment of Commission. Within thirty Jays after such action has been
initiated by vote of the appointing authority or by petition, such au-
thority shall provide by resolution for the appointment of a Charter
Commission or Charter Revision Commission........"

'He said the queation is the effect of the word "shall" provide and this is a question
upon which many lawyers differ and he will not attempt to try to clarify.

MR. PHILPOT said: "Does the number of signatures on the petition qualify it under
the terms of the Home Rule Act to call for a referendum?"

THE PRESIDENT replied that in accordance with the terms of Mr, Toner's letter, it
doea, as it is over 10% of the number of registered voters,

MR, SCARELLA said i{f this Board votes in the. negative tonight, what is the position
of this Board? He asked if it 1s not mandatory for this Board to accept the peti-
tion as authentic and paes a resolution to create a Commission.
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THE PRESIDENT said that is his interpretation.

HR. CUSHING and MR, KUCZO MOVED THE QUESTION.

MRS, AUSTIN requested a recess at 9:50 P,M. which was granted.

The recess was declared over at 10 P.H, and the members resumed their seats.

MR, RODIN MOVED to TABLE the motion in view of the confusion surrounding the inter-
pretation of exactly what we are voting on, He said as he underatands it, there is
not enough time to permit this being voted upon at the November election and thinks
it it should be referred to the proper committee to report back to the Board so that
the members will know exactly what they are voting on., Seconded by several members.
THE PRESIDENT explained that a motion has been made to table the resolution until
the next Board meeting and it will be referred to the Steering Committee for referral
to the proper Committee. He said the motion is undebatable and requires a msjority
vote to carry.

MR. KUCZO asked what happened to his previous motion? (He had moved the question)
THE PRESIDENT informed him that a motion to table always takes precedence.

Several people requested a roll call vote.

THE PRESIDENT explained that a vote of "yes" will table this resolution,

THE CLERK cslled the roll. The resolution was TABLED by a vote of 20 in favor and
12 opposed as follows: )

THOSE VOTING TO TABLE THOSE VOTING NOT TO TABLE
Patsy Arruzea Fred Blois
Eleanor Austin George Connors
Jack Baer Samuel Cushing
Hilda Clarke William Hearing
Edward Dombroski Stephen Kelly
Armando Gurliacci Paul Kuczo

John Kane . Carmine Longo
Alan Ketcham Richmond Mead
Stanley Kulowiec Thomas Morris
Frances Lilliendahl George Russell
Charles Rodin Gerald Rybnick
James Mulreed Patrick Scarella

William Murphy
David Oppenheimer
Romaine Philpot
Ronald Schwartz
Allen Shanen

Paul Shapero
Michael Sherman
Anthony Truglia

PETITIONS:

MR. PHILPOT asked for permission to bring up something under petitions. His re-
quest was granted.
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(1) Petition from residents of Courtland Hill Street, Glenbrook, requesting

immediate action in regard to the repavement and completion of work befng
done by DeLeo Bros. - Signed by 43 property owners on street.

HR, PHILPOT asked for permission to read the above petition at this time.

THE PRESTIDENT informed Mr, Philpot that it was decided at a Steering Committee
meeting held some months ago to adopt a policy of the Board that rather than reading
all petitions sent to the Board during a Board meeting, to expedite matters by having
them referred to the Steering Committee for referral to the proper committee.

MR, PHILPOT said this was a matter of long standing and must not be taken lightly.

THE PRESIDENT said he did not think referring a matter to the Steering Committee
was taking it lightly as it is the ordinary procedure of this Board that was agreed
upon some time.ago, He sald particularly in this case, where it has already been
released to the newspapers. He said it would be adequate for him Just to state he
had a petition signed by 43 residents and to state the subject matter, .

MR. PHILPOT said he had received a telephone call from a parent living on the street
who said his little eon had been bicycle riding yesterday and hit the manhole cover

in the street, which juts up in the street, He was taken to the emergency room of

St, Joseph's Hospital, where he waa treated for injuries sustained in the accident and
now his father is conaulting an attorney in order to bring suit against the city and
Deleo Brothera. He said the accident would not have happened if the dangerous con-
ditions on this street had been taken care of promptly, rather than to allow it to
continue over many months.

THE PRESIDENT sald the petition would be referred to the Steering Committee.

(2) Petition from residents of Pine Hill Avenue, complaining of flash flooding

washing away top soil and ruining yards, equipment and gardens with oil,
and debris, resulting in an unsanitary condition,

MR. PHILPOT presented the above petition at this time from 13 residents, urging
immediate action be taken to remedy the situation caused by flooding.

THE PRESIDENT sald this also would be referred to the Steering Committee.

MR, SCARELLA said he does not think it i{s proper to use the floor of this Board
to dramatize certain conditions that happen In the Public Works Department. He
sald there may be extenuating circumstances surrounding this matter and before
it can even get to the Steering Committee, the matter may be taken care of.

He said there are times when a street cannot be paved until it has settled.
OLD BUSINESS:

MR. PHILPOT said he wished to make a correction in the Minutes of the meeting of
June 3, 1963 on page 3698, where the Minutes "came out to the effect that the ex-
perience of the comaittee in regard to employees' pension plan had been a happy one,
My words werve very explicit: NOT a happy one." Note: 7th paragraph from bottom of
page, change the words which now read ,...that committee experience has been a
happy one" to read ".....that committee experience has not been a happy one."

THE PRESIDENT said it was a little diffi{cult to rule on this, inasmuch as the
Minutes of the June 3rd meeting have already been approved, but out of courtesy
to Mr., Philpot he would allow the correction to be made,

.
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Concerning Resolution on Civil Service Procedures (Presented 6/3/63 on page
3710 of Minutes)

MR, PHILPOT said he wished te introduce other information which he has received on
the above matter,

THE PRESIDENT said this is not the proper place to introduce informatiom.

MR, PHILPOT asked: "At what point am I permitted to reveal various findings -
would that be under New Buaineas?"

THE PRESIDENT said these findings should be revealed to the Committee which i{s con-
sidering the reaclution and when that committee brings in their report it should be
noted as to what action or non-action they recommend.

MR. PHILPOT asked if he incorporated this in a letter and submitted it to the Presi-
dent, would he see that it goes to the proper committee,

THE PRESIDENT said he thought he could submit this directly to the Personnel Com-
mittee to which committee it has been referred,

Concerning a Stop Light at Summer Street

MR. BLOIS said he wished to bring up the above matter which has been before this

Board several times during the five years he has served as a member, He said the
people who presented this petition are requesting a stop light and he would like

to present this to the Steering Committee for action.

ADJOURNMENT :

There being no further business to come before the Board, upon motion, duly
seconded and CARRIED the meeting was adjourned,

Velma Farrell
vi Administrative Assiatant

APPROVED:

Paul D. Sh;peru. féeaiden:

Board of Representatives

Note: The proceedings of the above
meeting were broadcast over
Radio Station WSTC.
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