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August 3, 1959 

providing the nature paths, and any dams or other devices, to 
aid tn the cootrol of the lUnited water areas of said park, 
designed for creation of ponds which may be stocked with fish, 
and serve as a skating pond in the winter months. 

PERSONNEL COMMITTEE: 

2638 

HR. RYBNICK presented the report of his committee. He said a meeting was held on 
Monday, June 15, 1959, but it was not reported sooner because it had been deferred 
at the July meeting because of Mr. Fortunato 'a death. 

(Note: Report on file in Board of Representatives' office) 

EDUCATION. WELFARE & GOVBRNHENr COMMITTEE: 

MR. MURPHY, Vice gave the Committee reFort in the absence of Mr. Mftcrides. 
He said the Committee met on July 28, 1959. He reported that items under the 
Fiscal Committee had preViously been reported on under that Committee. 

(1) Home Rule for District of Columbia (As requested in Mayor's letter of 6/22/59) 

HR. MURPHY presented the following resolution and MOVED for its adoption. Seconded 
by Mr. Baker and CARRIED unanimously: 

RESOLUTION NO. 308 

HOME RULE FOR DISTRICT OF COLUHB IA 

WHEREAS , the Board of Representatives of the City of Stamford, 
Connecticut 1& an organ of local self-government, and 

WHEREAS, the residents of the District of Columbia are denied 
the rights and bene fi ts of local self-government, and 

WHEREAS, the residents of the District of Columbia by a sub
stantial majority desire local self-government, and 

WHEREAS, the Congress of the United States has the authority 
to assure local self- government by g ranting Home Rule to the 
Distric t o f Columbia, 

NOW. THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by t he Board of Representatives 
of the Cily of Stamford , Connecticut that Senator Prescott Bush, 
Senato r Thomas J. Dodd, Representative Donald J. Irwin and 
Representative Frank Kowalski be petitioned to approve Home Rule 
legislation to assure local self-government to the residents of 
the Distri c t o f Co l umbia . 

(2) Metropolitan Regional Counc i l questionnaire (Mayor's letter of 6/23/59) 

MR. MURPHY " Committee recommends that ne ga tive ac tion be taken upon these 
items, as outlined in the questionnaire attached to the Mayor's letter. The 
feeling seems to be that County government is going out and something else is 
trying to sneak in. It 

HR . RHOADES: "The Chair doesn't qUite understand why there is no Co ... ittee action 
on this matter. 1I 
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MR. MURPHY: "I "ould like to. recommend that we vote no." 

MR. RHOADES: "These are requests from the Mayor for this Board to vote on theae 
various questions proposed by the Metropolitan Regional Council: 

(1) Vote Yes or So on the following : 

A full time .ecretariat should be established and given the aasignment of 
carrying out on an expanded basis the activities currently being performed 
by the secre:ariat : the secretariat would be the Council fa essential fact
gathering ag~ncy, constantly at the service of Council members. It would 
centralize r,~gional and local information for the use of cODlDunities who 
comprise the Council membership. It would constantly study ways of improving 
inter-region.,1 coopera.tion. It would assist all committees of the Council, 
plan and arrange Council meetings, act aa the central clearing-house on regional 
matters affe~t1ng their communities, perform such research as the Council mem
bersh~p and ~xecutive board assign to it, and report back to the full Council 
on the signi:lcance of regional activities to each Council member. 

(2i Vote Yes or 110 on the following: 

The Secretar: at should be assigned to study the most desirable means of effect
ing equitabl. membership in the Council, making its report thereon available 
for adoption modification or rejection after discussion by the Council as a 
whole. 

(]) Vote Yes or ~o on the following· 

Membership ir the Metropolitan Regional Council should be by resolution of 
the LEGISLATIVE BODY OF THE COMMUNITY SEEKING HEHBERSHIP, followed by affir
mative action by the executive board of the Council. 

(4) Vote Yes or No on the following ' 

The Council should encourage the growth of citizens' l ~ tcre5t in region~l 
affalrs and the development of cooperative participa t ion by civic organizations 
in our efforL5 to formulate plans for meeting the problems of the metropolitan 
area . 

(5) Vote Yes or Nil on the fo] lowing' 

The Council should recommend that the States of Connecticut and New Jersey 
enact legi s 1 3~ ion patterned on Article 14-G of the general municipal law of 
NE'W York Statl!. This legislalion authorizes a variety of specific cooperative 
projects to bl' ;.snderraken by adjoining communities, even across St.ate lines_ 

Re: Finane ial Supl10rl fo r Coune U 

Vote Yes or No on the following-

The Metropolitan Regional Council should be supported by all its members . A 
rate of $ . 01 ~er resident has been suggested. Under this proposal, each unit 
of government would pay this amount for each resident within its borders. 
Where a county and a city wtthin that county are members, the amount which 
the county pays would not include the population of the city. The city, in 
such a case, would pa? for its residents separately_ 
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Re: Proposal for Legal Status 

Vote Yes or No on the following: 

The Metropolitan Regional Council should be given recognition as a 
federation of municipal and county governmental officials. This could 
be accomplished by having the states of New York, New Jersey and Con
necticut enact reciprocal legislation, establishing the Metropolitan 
Regional Council as a tri-state agency and conferring upon it the power 
to employ a staff to serve as its secretariat. The status so~ght should 
be to authorize consultation, research, planning and drafting of regional 
studies, recommendations. and related activities. The Council should 
not seek operating powers. 

(Note: If the vote of the Council membership on this 
proposal i. affirmative, you will have a second 
opportunity to consider and to vote on the 
specific legislation to be drawn up . ) 

MR. RHOADES : "The report of the COlll!littee is negative." 

MR. KJRPHY: "You have to take positive action on these questions, do you not?" 

MR. RHOADES: "No - there are three possible actions that can be taken . There 
is, in front of each of the items submitted by the Council a 'Yes' and a INo' 
to be checked. It is possible for this Board to check 'Yes' on each of them, 
or 'No' on each of them, or to take no action whatever. The Chair is assuming, 
Hr. Murphy. that you wish to move that we vote INo' on each of these items . 

"Now. this happens to be one of those areas in which the Committee report of 
recommended action to be taken is of extreme importance, because it is com
pletely impossible for this Board to consider each item and act on them in 
open session. It would take too long and should be governed by the recom
mendations of the Committee who have had the time to go into it more thoroughly 
than is possible here tonight." 

MRS. ZUCKERT MOVED for recommittal of the matter. Seconded by Mr. Connors and 
CARRIED unanimously. 

Re: "Hatch Field" - Report regarding complaint from Mrs. Angelina Colamonico 
on damage to her property and greenhouse because of children playing 
baseball In Hatch Field, adjacent to her property (Original complaint 
referred to Education, Welfare & Government Committee and Parks & Recre
ation Committee . see page 1896, Hay 5, 1958 Minutes) 

MR. TRUGI.IA: "It is with great pleasure that I can report to the Board the 
satisfactory solution to the Colamonico complaint of recent months. 

liAs you recall, this complaint centered around youngsters playing ball un
supervised in Hatch Field, and at times causing damage to the Colamonico green
house. 

'~he satisfactory solution to the complaint is a good example of efficient and 
sincere cooperation amongst city officials and department heads. Specifically, 
1 wish to single out words of praise to Mr. Edward Hunt, Superintendent of 
Recreation. for his concern and follow-through on this matter and also to our 
Mayor, Webster C. Givens 
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PICNIC COMHrITI!E: 

HR. LONGO, all a member of the Picnic Committee, announced tbat they expected to 
hold the BoaJ:d of Representative.' picnic at Cbestnut Hill Park. Tbe cicket8 
would be $3.!iO p"r person, w1th children admitted free. The date: September 13, 
1959 (Sunday;'. 

OLD BUSINESS: 

HRS. ZUCKERT announced that she had turn~d over to Mr. Longo ~47.66 which was the 
amount of money left. over from the picnic held last year. 

NEIl BUSINESS: 

HR. SHOADES .nnounced the next Soard meeting would have to be held on September 14, 
1959 because of the Labor Day holiday and the Steering Committee meeting would be 
held two weeks in advance . This was agreed upon. 

Re' KeIth Screet - Sad road condition 

HR. TRUGLIA: "1 wish to call the attention of this Board to a situation in the 
Second District. A matter whIch has existed for many years and probabiy will 
continue for many more. unless we, as a group, working with the proper committees 
can correct thiS situation . 

"In 1932 a certain street was accepted by the City of Stamford and frol!! that cime 
on, this accepted city street has not been in any acceptable condition. This 
particular street has Virtually disappeared and in its place a mass of vegetation 
or jungle has taken over . 

"This street includes. according to some research. ten or more lots which could be 
us~d for future building of homes. As we well know. such land is needed in Stamford 
To keep Keith Street in its present condition would be unthinkable because of the 
tax return an~ future potential development in the area. 1 offer two recent photo
graphs to substantl.nte my report." 

HR. TRUGLlA e(plained that Keith Street was between Congre ss Street and Burwood 
Avenue 

The President announced that this would be referred to the Public Works Committee, 
along with thl' photographs, for future actIon. 

Re' Poor strel't 1 igh' ins conditions in 13th District 

MR. KOLleH rccjuested that the above matter be referred to the proper committees. 
It wa5 referrE~ to the Health and Protection Committee and the Public Works 
Commi ttee . 

MR. KELLY spoke of a sur/ey by the power company which aims to provide the entire 
city wlth better lighting facilities . 

Rc: Petition from residents on Little John Lane (Sherwood Forest development) for 
installation of street lights (17th District) 

MR. CUMMTNGS presented a petltion from above reSidents, requesting the installation 
of street I ights. Referred to the Publ ic Works Connittee 
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Re: Halloween Yacht Club lease 

MR. TOPPING requested the reading of a letter frolll the Supt. of Pam on the above 
matter, in "nswer to the Board's request for an eaplanetlon: 

Bctard of Rep_resentativea 
City Hall 
StJUllford, Conn, 

Genpemen: 

July 14. 1959 

Tgis will acknowledge your letter of July 8th conce'ruing the 
Board of Representativeu' request for information regarding 
the Halloween Yacht Club. 

The Halloween Yacht Club has prop"sed a definite form of lease 
and we eapect to have a final diacuealon with Assbtant Corp
or,lUon Counsel Arthur DiSeaa on Thursday, July 16th, following 
whLch the lease with any legal corrections will be suhlll1tted 
to the Mayor, Board of Finance and Board of iep,reMntativea. 

Very truly youra, 

Edward A. CoDDell, Superintendent 
Department of Parka and Trees 

ADJOllRllMBNT: 

Upon ..,tion of Kr. Baker, duly seconded and CAIIllIKD. the _ting vas adjourned 
at 10:12 P,M. 

Norton Rhoadeu, President ---
311:;1. 

- -

Respectfully submitted, 

j1L,~t~J)~ 
Velma Farrell 
Executive Secretary 


