








o 

D: 
", 
" 

o 

• 

· • 

. -.. , 

I:r. rch 20, 1956 1129 

Mr. LiVolsi said the Ci.y of Stamford has known for some time t.hat the 
for housing is acute. He sa1d he was in favor of some bort of 

rant cc.ntrol, due to the fact that he believed in the 11111 of 
lind demand. He said the HO\ls1..g Committee of IIhich he lias Chairman, 
conductr.d 3n invcsti3ation of the City Housing Authority and that they 
were do'ng as a job aa eould be done. He stated that public 
housing was created to do away with slums, but they never got to that 
pus it ion because of the acute need of housing. He said: "UntU you 
gP. t the supply of apartment3 that are needed, you lIill have this prob­
lem of too much demand and too little supply. or all the apartments 
that arc built, hOIl many of them are by people that 
have lived in Stamfll"d fOl' any length of time? The ones that oome 

out of town arc the largest of those taking these 
rentals - that is one thing that io helping to the present 
shortage. II 

141l. MITERI I "ThoDe in favor and those opposed to rent control lIill 
now speak. The first speaker 11111 bo Mr. MUton Turkel, tho Chairman 
of the Mayflower Garoens Tenant's Committee. 

MR. SN"fDER requested a five minute reoeSB. 

Mr. Turkel addresscd thc members of the Beard in favor of rent controls 
being Mopted. 

Mr. Robert Kerr and Mr. Blitzer, as representatives from the 
Stamford Central Labor Union, addressed the Board tn favor ot rent con­
troIs • 

Mr. William R. Tappin, as representative ot the Magee Avenue Tenants' 
Association, followed, addressing the Board in fllvor of rent oontrols. 

Mr. Edward H. Coleman, president of the Stamford branch of the National 
Association for the Advancement of Colored People also addressed the 
Board in favor of rent oontrols. 

The Chairman stilted that thare would be a five minute recess. 

The next speaker to address the Board was Mr. Leonard C. Merrell, 
Chairman of the Property OWners' Association, who spoke againDt rent 
centro Is. He said: "We do not dispute that thel'e is a shortage of 

in the City of Stamford. However, that is not the issue be­
fore you at this time. The issue before you is what your Board can 
best do to alleviate that shortage. I 11m going ·to say something that 
you will probably disagree w1th, lind that is, there is no emergency -
a shortage, yee . Because there is a shortage it docs not 
follow that there 1s an emergency. An emergency is an unexpected, 
temporary condition and not one of tifteen years duration. It has 
already bee ome chronic and permsnent · lind that io not an 
He went en co say that a Socialistic approach to the solution waD not 
the answer to the problem. lie said: "It is nothing more than common 
sense that when you have had doctors treating a oondition for 15 years 
and they have . not accomplished a solution, that it is high t1mc you 
adopted a different approaoh - that is. if you ever want results. HOIl­
ever, if controls lire lifted and apartment owners advantage of 
the situation to overcharge, then, by their own acts, they have created 
an emargency. We are confident, in that event, our State Legislature 

-J -, will then take IIppropriate action. In tact, they have so stated in no 
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mist:akable terms." He said with rent controls oft, there wl.ll be 
tenants ~ho will buy or build their own h~e6 "when they car. no longp.r 
obtain s!1bsidi2ed r.Jntals at ler " than ~hat it costa to maint!lin 
their o~~ hc~es - that will be the crucial test. When they have to 
psy as much rent as it is necessary to maintain the property they rent, 
they will thcn want to buy thc:·ir,· own homes. NOW, I ask you, is that 
bnd? In view of the philosophy that ' everything haa to be dc,ne by one 
authority or another under t~e Socialistic premise, I soy it'a bad, 
but if you are gOing to maintain the free enterpriae system and the 
private property rights system, then it's mighty good. At ~'resent we 
have two fair rent advisory committees, dedicated to the equitsble 
adjustment of rentals. One has been aet up by the property owners 
themselves and the other, by the Real Estate Board. Any ccmmittee not 
enjoyin~ the confidence and respect of the ownera would be impotent. 
Any property owner woul.~ be reluctant to go contrary to the judgment 
of th~ committee. That i8 why we did not pv.t tenants on our committee." 

Mr. Merrell went on tc sny that the State doclined to continue rent 
controls and to give the powers of rent control to any oity when the 
Stato rlcnicd the pewer or local option. He saidl "Even when the power 
iu implied, it was specifically revoked." 

Mr. Gabricl Morrcll waD the next and last ~peaker to address tho 
Board. He spok~ as Tempora~y Chairman of the Steroford Rent payers , 
Association, in fa\'or of rp.,t controlo. 

~!R. R/.ITERI: "Are there any qucstions?" 

MR. MORRELL: "Earlier this evening thero were somo qucstions concern­
ing the Republican State Legislative action on the discontinuance of 
rent controls and if that ia still a question, I would like to answer 
that." 

MR. HAITERI: "That is the action of the State Legislnture and I don't 
think it is relevant to this pnrticular aituation - we are interested 
in informati~n for our partir.ular Boord. We are all aware of the tact 
that rent control hOB been eliminated by State Legislative action and 
regardlesB of whether it be Republican action or Democratic action, 
it makes no difference." 

There followed a period of questioning. 

The speakers having finiahed, Mr. Connors resumed the Chair. 

Mr. Connora 'ealled the meeting to erder. 

MR. MIIIINO MOVED that the Board adopt the Fair Rent Control Ordinance. 
Seconded by Mr. Wynn. 

MR. SNYDl:.,! MOVED for a five minute recesB, for a caucul. Seconded by 
Mr. Iacovo • . 

MR. GEORGOULIS opposed a cauous. 

Vote token on holding a caucus and CARRIJD, 26 in favor and 1 opposed. 

Tho Preaident called the moeting to order at lll25 P.M. 
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Mr. M11ano w1thdrew h1s Irev10us mot1on and Mr. Wynn, the aeconder, 
w1thdrClw his s£:cond1ne; "f the 1'I0t1on. 

There followed sorr.c discuss ton Mr. Connors expla1n1ng that the 
Ordinance would first have to be adopted for publioation firat, with 
ad c.pticr, of the Ordinance itself at a later meet1ng. 

~IR. GEORGOULIS: "I mOVe that we pUblish this Ordinance." Seoonded by 
Mr. Hearing and Mr. Rniteri. 

vote ta~n On publicat10n of or~1nance. lOST bt d vote of 11 in favor 
and 16 oppos~d. 

MR. NOlAN o~lled for a Quorum. 

),,R. HUIZINGA I "I move we adjourn, Mr. Chairman." 

[I •• NOlAN: "I called 
has bllen reco~n1Ze!l. 
for a Quorum. 

for a Quorum - 1t's on the floor - no one else 
Mr. Chnirman, I atill have the fleor - I called 

MR. CONNORS: "I tell you, be1ng fair about it and not that I want to 
argue w1th you members - the adjournment takes precedence." 

MR. NOL\N: "r would 11ke t~ amend that, Mr. Pre~1dent, by amend1ng 
thnt , we adjourn to next 'J'uesdny, March 27th." 

MR. RAlTERI: 'Yes, but I tell you you can't, because we have to 
pub11sh the Ordinance in the peper firat, and if we adjourn to next 
TUesday, we w11l stUl be faced w1th the quest10n of publish10g the 
Orc11nl!ncc. " ' 

lIoR. RAITERI: "Mr. Chairman?" 

MR. CONNORS: 'Yes, Mr. Ra1ter1." 

MR. RArrERI I "I would Uke a ruUng from the Chair aB to whether that 
vete 1s u legal vote - the vote of the proposed amendment - tho defe~t 
of that vote." 

MR. HUIZINGA: "Mr. Pres1dent ••••• " 

Several v01ces stated that there was no meet1og, 10 v1ew of the mot10n 
for adjournment. Mr. Nolan sa1d he had moved to fiX the time to when 
the Board would adJuurn. 

MR. NOIJ\N read from Robert 'a Rulell of Order: The ••••••• mot1on ie to 
fix the time to when we adjourn. 

MR. HUIZINGA: ",\11 I want 1a a rul10g from you, Mr. Prell1dent, ·aII to 
whether ~he mot10n for adjournment 1s 10 order - that'll all. H 

MR. CONNORS: "I rule that the mot10n fCir adjournment takell precedence." 

Mr. Kam1oak1 sa1d Mr. Nolan was correct. 

MR. NOLAN: "I would 11ke to fiX the time to adjourn to , the 27th of 
March. " '"7, .) 
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!Sec 'Jnt:ecJ by'''''. Macr1c!£s. 

RHOADES: ''Would Y:JU pleaLc tell me, Mr . Pren1dent, what ill the purpoDe 
of the adJournment of the meeting to the 27th of March?" 

MIl. CONNORS: "To vote on the putl1catioll of the "rcJinance." 
i , ' t"). , I; 

VOICE: "Then, what '& the meeting for?" 

MIl. NOIJIN: ''We might (let a rODcind1ng of the mot1on, ns you all know." 

MR. HUIZINGA: '~cu miGht get a rescindin£ of the ~ot1on - that's what 
you want a meetinG for?" 

MR. GEOROOULIS: "If a momber docs not believe thnt this meeting should 
be held, he can then vote aGainst Mr. Nolan's amendment." 

MR. NOlAN: "Correct, corrcct." 

MFt.. RUSSELL: "There is something I would like to sot straight in my 
mind. Thi& meet1nG on Tuesllay •••• w11l this Ordinllnce be publillhed be­
fore then, and ~re we to voto on it then?" 

VOICE: "No, it will have been deferred." 

MIl. HUIZINGA: "What'D on the floor, Mr. Preaident?" 

MR. CONNORS: "Mr. Nolan's n.Jtion." 

MR. HUIZINGII: ''Would you mine! re-statint; it'" 

MR. CON:~ORS: ''Would you please re-state that motion, Mrs. Parrell, 
ple&8o?" 

~IRS. FARRELL: "Mr. Nalan movod t.hat he would l1ko to fix the time to 
ac!Journ to the 27th of March, anel it wall lIecc.nded by Mr. Macrides." 

VOICE: "'::orrect - thnt ill correct." 

MR. CONNORS: ''Will the membors in fa'/or c·r MI'. Nolan's motion, all read, 
please rise?" Count taken - 9 1n favor 

MR. CONNORS I "Opposed?" Count taken - 14 opposed. WST. 

:m. BhKEll: "Mr. Chairman, I move we adJourn." 

MIl. McL~UGHLIN: "I second the motlon." 

MR. CONNORS: "All thOSA in favor that we adJourn, please lIignlfy by the 
usual slgn." 

CARRIED, 1?3 in f'avor and 1 (Mr. Nolsn) oppos·ed. 

Respectfully lIubmitted 

JOHN C. MACl1IDBS, Clerk 
Board of Representatives 
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