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995 MINUTES OF DECEMBER 12, 1955 
FIRST REGUUn MEETING 

OF FOURTH BOARD 

The first regular meeting of the 1955-1957 (Fourth Board) session of 
the Board of Reoresentatives ot the City ,of Stamford was held Monday, 
Jccember 12, 1955, in the Cafeteria or the Walter Dolan Jr. High 
Scheol, Toms Road, Glenbrook. The moeting was called to order by the 
President, Mr .. George V. Cc.lnors, at 8105 P. M. 

INVOCATION was given by Rev. Donald Campbell, Pastor, Presbyterian 
Church. 

nOLL CALL was taken by the Clerk. There were 33 present and 7 ab3ent. 
However, there were several later arrivals, changing the roll call to 
37 present and 3 absent. Those absent werel Joseph Iaoovo, Eugene 
Earry and Thomas Killeen. 

ACCEPTANCE OF· MINUTES I MR. SNYDER MOVED for acceptance of the Minutes 
of Decembp.r 1, 1955. SEGONDED by Mr. Waterbury and CARRIED unanim­
ouely. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 

Steering Committee: 

Mr. Connors, · Chairman, read the M1nutes 'of meeting held December 6, 
19551 

Steering Committee R~port 

The Steering Committee of the Eoard of Representatives, 
1955-1957 session, held their first meeting on TUesday, 
December 6, 1955, in the Mayor's office, City Hall, at 
8110 P. M. 

The following members were present: George Connors, Chair­
man; George Georgouli3, Alanson Fredericks, Joseph Milan., 
Stephen Kelly, Paul Plotkin, William Kaminski, Norton 
Rhoades, Jose?h Iaoovo, Rutherford Huizinga, Robert Lewis 
and Irving Snyder. Mr. John Macrides, the Clerk, was absent., 
due to a previous engagement. 

The following communications were read: 

1. Letter dated December 2, 1955, from Hr. Ell;1s Eaker, 8th 
District Representative, enclOSing letter addressed to 
him and Signed by nine taxpayers in his District, 'oom­
plaining ot a flooding condition on Fcnway Street. Re­
ferred to Public Worka Committee. 

2. Notico dated November 29, 1955, from Publ1c Utilities 
Commistion regarding resumption ot hearing, Docket No. 
9093, railroad spur track at grade across Jefferson 
Street to East Meadow redevelopment area, which 1s 
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schcduled for December 27, 1935 at 10:30 A. M. in Room 
585 of the State Office Building, 165 capitol Avenue, 
Hartford, Conn. Ordered placed on Agenda under com­
munications. 

3. Letter dated November 14, 1955, addressed to the Health 
& Protection Committee, from Mrs. Katherine KBminski 
Sliwonlk, former member of the Board of Representatives 
from the 13th District,l regarding complaints from south 
end taxpavers on 1anr,erous conditions in the Dyke Park 
boat basifl area. Referred to Health & Protection Com­
mittee and Public Welfare & Recreation Committee. 

4. A second letter from Mrs. Kaminski Sliwonik, also dated 
November 14, 1955, and addressed to the Health & Pro­
tection. Committee, regarding a recent accident on 
Roxbury Road, in which an in jured child was left ly1ftg 
in the road after being hurt in an accident, for some 
3/4 of an hour before medi~al aid was forthcoming. Also 
referred to Health & Protection Oommittee and Public 
Welfare & Rccreation Committee. 

5. Letter (undated) 8.ddressed to Mr. Fredericks from a Mr, 
Clyde Scan ley in regard to moorings for Bailboats at 
Cove Island. Referred to Planning Doard. 

The question of late arrivals of petitions and v~rious re­
qucsts, going directly to the Board without going first to 
the Steering Committee for referral, waG brought up and the 
Chairman of the Steering Committee was instructed to advise 
all City Doarda and City Departmenta, both elective and 
ap~ointed, the Mayor, the press and the radiO, by letter, 
that the recommendations of the Steering Conrnittee ere the.t 
the Steering Committee of the Board of Representatives will 
henceforth convene on a Monday, two weeks before the re­
gular meeting of the Board of Representatives and that all 
matters requiring action of the Board be submitted before 
that date. 

In accordance with this practice, which is to be strictly 
adhered to, the next meeting of the Steering Committee is 
scheduled for Monday, December 19th, two weeks before the 
meeting of the Board of Representatives, which will come on 

• TUESDAY, January 3rd, 1956, because the first Monday in 
January is a ho11day. 

Mr. Rhoades moved for adjournment at 10115 P. M. Seconded 
and carried unanimously. 

Respectfully submitted, 

GEORGE V. CONNORS, Chairman 
Steering Committee 

Mr. Plotkin, Mr. Kaminski and Mr. Russell arrived at this time. 

Fiscal Committee: , "., ,', 
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Mr. William Kaminski, Chairman, said he had no report to offer, be­
cause the Board of Finance was aleo meeting tonight and his Committee 
had no opportunity to meet and prepare a report for this reason. 

Legislative & Rules Committee: 

Mr. Plotkin, Chairman, stated he ak~ed to ~~~ with Mr. Swinnerton 
of the Building Department and Chlef Densky of the Pire Department to­
gether with the rest of the Committee in regard to the new Bul1dlng 
Code and would probably have a report to offer at the next meeting of 
the Board. 

MR. SNYDER: "In regard to this Building Code which your Committee is 
considering at the present time - It has been brought to my attention 
that the Stamford Building Code is stricter and above what the Board 
of (Fire?) Underwriters require. I am aaking the question of you as 
to whether this code is going to b~ in accordance with the Underwriter 
requirements and the State Code and if th1s is going to place an un­
necessary expense and on1ls on builders 1n th1s part1cular commun1ty." 

MR. PLOTKIN: "Our present Build1ng Code was a model code prepared by 
the State of Connect1cut. 27 towns have adopted 1t and the requ1r~-~~ 
mento of that coda are based on the requirements of lIl''n101pg lrana rI' 

Bld1. ~bu11ding associations. ~he new BUIlding Code is prepared by the 
C)rr~ial .. ~ Conference of America. Our Comm1ttee does not possess the I 

• technical ability, so we must rely on expert help, but it 1s our be­
lief that the Build1ng Code is based on our national stand~ds. ff 

AppOintments Committee: 

Mr. Georgoulis, Chairman, said his Committee had no report, but they 
were to have a meeting on Friday, Dec. 16th and would have something 
to offer at the next meetlng of the Board. 

Publ1c Works Comm1ttee: 

Mr. Topping, Chairman, presented the following two reports of his 
ConvnitteE' : 

t 1. 11 . • " 

P ... bl1c Works Committee 
Report, Dec. 12, 1955 

The Public Works Committee received two petitions through, 
the Steering Committee on November 10th . One from Mr . 
Banker on West Hill Road and one from the reSidents of 
Houston Terrace and Wateruury Avenue, both conoerning 
damage caused by storm water run-off. 

Sunday, November 27th, Mr. Longo and I called on ~. Banker 
and surveyed hiD Situation. His house is built over a brook 
wh1eh runs under the house in a culvert. This culvert is 
Just large enough to carry the brook during ordinary flow. 
When a heavy ra1nfall occurs, the brook overflows and runs 
ar~und the foundation of the house. 

We fQund that there is run-off water from West Hill tane 
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and also from West Hill Road, increasing the flow of the 
brook. 

There are plans now under way in the City Engineer's office 
to widen West Hill Road from Roxbury Road to a pOint beyond 
Mr. Danker's property. When this is done, it will control 
the run-off from West Hj 11 Lane and West lIi11 Road BO it 
will not run over the Banker property. 

We told Mr. Banker that the brook is his problem and that 
the city can only be concerned with the run-off from the 
two roads. Mr. Banker said that he could handle the brook 
if the city -.,ould keep the storm water from the roads off 
his property. 

Mr. Longo and I then went to Waterbury Avenue, where we 
spoke with Mr. Preglar at #154, Mrs. Karger at #155 cnd Mr. 
Gardner at #114 Houston Terrace. 

On inVestigation, we discovered that the run-off water 
from Webb Avet,ue runs down Houaton Terrace to the Gardner 
property, where it flows over the edge of the road, across 
their fr.ont yard, through their garage, and then along the 
rear boundaries of several yards on Waterbury Avenue and 
Houston T~rrace. Finally, the water runs through the Knrger 
property to a catc~ basin on Waterbury Avenue. 

To correct this condition, this Committee recommends that 
a catch basin be installed on Houston Terrace half way up 
the hill, between the present catch basin and the corner at 
Mathews Street. Also, that the curb on the east side of 
Houston Terrace be raised. The storm water would then stay 
1n the roadway until it reached the catch bas1n at the low 
point on Houston Terrace. 

Respectfully submitted, 

THOMAS J. TOPPING, Chairman 
Public Works Committee 

Frank W. Longo 

Public Works Committee 
Report, Dec. 12, 19~5 

The newly appOinted Public Works Comm1ttee met on Friday the 
9th of December at 8:00 P. M. Members present were: Mr. 
Barry, Mr. Kolich, Mr. Ketcham and Mr. Topp1ng. Mr. Vitti 
d1d not attend. 

Much of this first meeting t06k the form of a discussion to 
.-cquaint the new members with the structure and functions 
of the· Public Works Department. 

A petit10n relative to flood conditions on Fenway Road was 
presented. Mr. Ketcham and Mr. Barry will 1nvestigate and 
report at the nextmeeting. 

--.... ~ ....... ~, .......... ~ .. -,- .. ~ 
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Th~ regular committee meeting night was tentatively set tor 
the third Wednesday of each month. 

Respectfully submitted, 

THOMAS J. TOPPING, Chairman 
Public Works Committee 

Mr. Topping read the followl~g: 

PETITIOU NO. 202 

Dated October 30, 1955 addressed to Mr. Charles White, City Engineer, 
and referred to Board of Representatives by Mr. Alanson R. Fredericks, 
18th District Representative, as follows: 

, .,. , .~ 

The problem we submit to you is that our properties are 
receiving the run-off water from West Hill Lane, which has 
no drainage, and Mr. Danker's property is, in addition, re­
ceiving run-off from the Roxbury School. The grading and 
surfacing of the West Hill Lane and the school have been 
completed in the past few months. 

Mr. Carl C. Braun recently built West Hill Lane. Mr. Braun 
states that the lane met City of 5tamford specifications, 
and has been accepted by the City as satisfactory. and 
that he has been relieved of all obligations attendant 
therewith. Mr. Braun points out that the road was graded 
to insure depositing all run-oft water onto West Hill Road. 

Before West Hill Lane was graded and surfaced we did not 
hsve the problem of run-off water. 

The water from West Hill Lane runs out to West Hill Road, 
then flows in through Mr. Greenman's property, causing 
sever~ erosion and Joins an existing stream which so over­
burde.1B the stream that in any heavy rainfall Mr. Banker's 
property is inundated to a flood condition. This exceosive 
water is threatening to flood the house and undermine the 
foundat ion. 

Two other sources of considerable run-off water are West 
Hill Road itoelf and the Roxbury School. The run-nff from 
Roxbury School concentrates on the top of the hill and 
flows, with additional watp.r, from the road, do~n and across 
West Hill Road, causing flooding and backing of the cessp'Jol 
and flooding of the side portion of Mr. Banker's property. 

We were not bothered by the run-off from Wost Hill Road be­
fore the surfacing of West Hill La~~ and the Roxbury SchOOl 
driveway, and the attendant grading of the roadways and 
frOntal grounds of the school. The stream which runs 
through Mr. Qreenman'o and Mr. Danker's property i8 not a 
problem, as the amount of water in the stream is controlled 
by the diameter of the run-off pipe itself. 

We do respectfully submit that we are being oppressed by the 
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run-ofr water from West Hill Lane and from the Roxbury 
School, both completed in the past few months. We feel 
that this condition probably has not been brought to your 
attention. 

We are alarm~d at being used as a dumping ground for such 
a considerable water run-off aren. I 

,It is probable thnt plano to correct this condition have 
been incorporated in the blueprints for Widening West Hill 
Road. We aslc that a Gutter be providod to conduct the 
Water from West Hill Lane along West Hill Road past Mr. 
Greenman's property and pas t Mr. Banker's property; con­
ducted under the entrance to ~lr. Danker's driveway, and 
continued to the low point of the hill and there deposited. 

All of this water is deposited at thio low point now, but 
at the cost of awful erosin to Mr. Greenman's property and 
erosion and flood threat and damage to Mr. Danker's prop­
erty. It woul~ seem logical to conduct the water at road 
edge to tho point where it winds up anyway. There has 
never been any flood condition at the low point of the hill. 

It would probably be inexpenoive to accomplish this im­
provement durinr, th~ widening of West Hill Road from Rox­
bury Road to the UubDell's property line. We feel strongly 
that these plans for widenine inolude control of the run­
off water from West Hill ~~ne and the Roxbury School. Mr. 
Danker's property an~ Mr. Greenman's property would be sub­
stanti~lly reduced in value if thO run-off from West Hill 
Lane, Roxbury School and the widened West Hill Road was not 
controlled. Inn~ed, the loss of property value to an ex­
tert, and expenditure of time and money to eliminate effects 
of existinG conditions caused by the Lane and the School 
have already occurred . 

We submit that this problem could be eliminated entirely, 
at relatively low cost, while the road work is being done. 

Attached is a diaGram showing the course and sources of the 
run-off. The run off from West Hill Lane easily exceedG the 
capacity of Mr. Danker's culvert and the normal stream, which 
of course, were not desif,ned for handling the excess water. 
The diagram also shows the course of the run-off from the 
Roxbury School since the partial cave-in of the far side of 
West Hill Road two weeks ago, Which cave-in has worsened 
since, thereby providing a temporary alternate channel for 
this water, luckily for the nankcro, as their cesspool was 
not flooded today, and the utilities could be used. . 

W~ beg you to ease our concern over this problem of run-ofr 
water, generated by reoently completed construction, by 
Just a short note of assurance that the gutter will be 
provided. I 

Respectfully submitted, 
\ 

J. More Greenmsn 
West Hill lane 
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Erncst A Banker 
West Hill Road 

MR. FREDERICKS: "Since that particular letter was submitted, I hnve 
had se"eral telephone calls from the Hubbells. They sincerely hope 
that in the widening of West E11l Road from Roxbury Road to the 
Hubbell's property line, that the Clty does not clcar the situat10n 
ins ofar as ~lr. Greenman's nnd Mr. I3nnkor's propert ies are concerned 
nnd move the flood1ng s1tudtion down to the Hubbell's." 

Mr. Nolan Arrived at th1s time. 

Mr. Topping read t~e following: 

PETITrON NO. 203 

Undated, but received Oct. 31, 1955 and addressed to Mr. Connors, 
10th District RepreDentat1ve: 

Let's do someth1ng about preventing some of the flood dis­
aster! Here in the Cove, the district which you represent, 
we arc faced with a continued flooding with each heavy rain­
ctorm. 

The water rus~~s down Webb Avenue, floodin~ cellars on 
Houston Terrace, continues on down to Waterbury Avenue, 
flooding end damaging cellars, rUining 011 burners, leav­
ing larr,e pools or stagnant water and debris in it~ wake. 

Thls should be corrccted 1mmediately, ns the home owners 1n 
this neiGhborhood cannot afford to teke the continued 
losses and damage to their propertieD. The cost to the c1ty 
would be neglig1ble as compared to the losses incurred by 
the property ownero. 

We feel that lnrger or more catch basins to take care of 
tho overflow would elim1nate the problem. 

Note nttached to petition signed by Mrs. William 
Karger, 15~ Waterbury Avenue. Petition itself s1gned by 
25 others. 

MR. CONNORS: "I had Mr. Chase, the Mayor cnd Mr. Scarella down to "look 
at this condition. They are trying to get an ensement there in order 
to put in new catch basins to take care of this condition." 

Mr. Topp1ng read the follow1ng: 

PETITION NO. 204: 

undateo~ but attached to letter dcted Dec. 2, 1955 from Mr. El11s B. 
B~ker, tlth Distr1ct Representative, to whom it wss sert: 

Dear Mr. Baker: 

Pirst, may we congratulate you on your recent election to 

, '.,. II 
the Board of Repr~sentatives. 
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Secondly, we ask your help to STOP the flooding on Fenway 
Street every time it rains. This lovely area is surely and 
steadily dcterloratin~ without official action. 

Sevp.ral months ago Health ~omrn19sioncr Dr. Costanza and 
Public Works Commiosioncr Patrick Scarella inspected our 
propertien and the city properties adjoining ours. They 
both acreed appropl'iations must be mnde to clean up the 
putrid drainage running along th~ back of our properties, 
which spills over owr lawns during a steady rain. Needless 
to say, the recent flood brought the foul drainage four and 
five feet deep in our oellars. The drainage area 1s a 
havcn for rats as well as a flooding hazard. 

Mayor QuiGley has assured us the matter will be submitted 
to the Planning Doard in December. We invite you to come 
and sec the situation yourself and visit our homes, that 
we may talk to you personally. We arc anxious to attend 
any meetings that pertain to our problem and would appre­
ciate not11'ication of the dates and place. 

Signed by 13 petitioners 

Mr. Topping spoke about this condition which exists at FcnNay Street 
and said it is the site of Betts Pc~d where they have never been able 
to fully overcome the natural situation that existo there as lt has 
always been known as a sink hole and said there are stl11 springs 
there and underneath there io nothlng but slIt and lt ls a natural low 
area where water will not run off. He sald there were some catch 
basins there, but it did not correct the condition and lt was a very 
dlfficult oituation. However, the catch bas1ns dld keep the street 
dry. ' 

Mr. Baker also spoke about this area, aaying he had inspected it. He 
made several recommendations as to what he th~~ht could be done to 
help alleviate the sltuation and that perhaps the Publlc Works Depart­
ment could do somethlr.g to help matters. 

Mr. Topping agreed to contact the Public Works Department to see what 
could be done. 

Mr. I;eWls arrived at this .1me. 

Planning and Zoning. 

Mr. Czupka, Chairman, presented the followlng report of the old Com­
mittee of Planning and Zoning, Which had been deferred on November 14th 
because or the Cha1rm!1n's absence (See page 987 of Minutes). ' 

, i", j 

Pl!1nning and Zoning Committee 11/14/55 

'rhc Committee met on Saturday, November 12 1955, and , 
approved acceptance of the following streeis, all of which 
have been a~proved by the City Engineer: 

1. Section one of Old Colony Road, which exterds northerly 
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approximately 600 f eet from Douton Street, West, as 
sh own on Map #5031 fil~d in the Town Clerk's of~ice. 

2. Lake View Drive, extending westerly for approximately 
900 feet from Higl'l Ri!l,;e Road, Stone Wall Drive, which 
extends northerly for a distance of approximately 625 
feet from Lake View Drive to Cooper's Pond Road, Qn~ 
Cooper's Pond Road, which extends northerly from Lake 
View Drive f or a distance of apprOXimately 460 feet, 
as shown t'n ~lap;) No. 4961, 5020 antl 5195, which make 
up Section #1 of Lake View hcres, filed in the Town 
Clerk's office. 

William D. Murphy, Chairman 

MR. CZUPKA MOVED for acceptance of OLD COLONY ROAD. SECONDED ~y Mr. 
Russell. 

MR. TOPPING: "I saw that road put together. There is nothing but four 
inches of sand on that road, covered with oil. I know that it docs not 
m.:!et the spncificationo of the City." 

MR. RUSSELL: "Unt 11 our Public Works Committee put the Pl'cssure on our 
Engineering D~partment to properly inspect these r~ads, I can see that 
most all of thc roads which we have accepted in the past are no better. 
The NeWfield Corner roacls wh .. ch we previously accepted are no better. 
If the road looks cood and has stood up woll from the floods we have 
Just experienced, I think it should be accepted." 

Mr. Longo said he thinks the Board should be furnished with a map so 
they can have these r oads pointed out to them when they are Jiscussed. 

MR. LEWIS: "I take it that the Planninc; &. Zoning Committee have examined 
these roads." Decause of the fact that the Committee report as pre­
sented by Mr. Czupka was a report of the form~r Chairman of the Com­
mittee, Mr. Lewis stated he thouCht it should be referred to the new 
cemmittee for study before paSDQl.le and so ~10VED. 

Mr. Murphy, the former Chairman of this Committee obJectod and stated 
that his report had been ready in ample time for presentat10n to the 
Board at the November 14th meet1nG, but because of his inability to 
attend this meeting his Cummittee report had been given to the Pres­
ident of the Doard to bring to the meetinG. but he had inadvertently . 
forgotten to br~nl.l it to the Board meoting that niGht. 

Mr. Lewis stated he still thought it should be left in abeyance until 
after the new Committee had a chance to pass upon these roads. 

Mr. Fredericks read from page 987 of the Minutes of November 14th, 
stating that he ob~ected to Hr. Lewis' motion to re-cOllll1lit to Com-
mit tee. He said: 'I think if the whole Committee have inspected tj1ese 
roads and Iound .them to be in good condition, then they have met tj1e 
re~uirements. However, any member of this Board is free to expres8 his 
own opinion. I think it would be inadvisable 'to re-conunit this to a 
new Committee. I am not BO sure we are following procedure that is 
permissible." He requested a ruling of the Chair as to ",hether or not 

, ", , .~ 
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a motion to re-comit is in order. 

1004 

At this point a great deal of discussion ensured. Mr. lewIs again 
reiterated his previous motion that this bo re-comm1tted to Committee. 

The Pres1~ent RULED the mot1on OUT OF ORDER for the reason that the 
acceptance of these roads had alr~ady been deferred for cons1derat1on 
at the next meet1ng of the Board at the November 14th meeting (Sec 
page 987 of Minutes). 

VOTE taken on shall the Chair be upheld. Mr. Macrides, the Clerk, 
assumed the duties of the President in order to take the vote on th1s 
question. 

The ruling of the Chair was APPROVED unan1mously. 

There was conside~able d1scussion at th1s point as to the proper 
procedure in the matter of road acceptance. In order to clarify any 
misunderstandings that any member of the Board might have with re­
spect to the procedure tn regard to release of performance bond by 
the Planning Board, Mr. Connors read the following letter: 

PlANNING BOARD'S PROCEDURE DI 

REGARD TO RELEASE OF PERFORMANCE BONDS 

Mr. George V. Connors, President 
Board of Representat1ves 
City of Stamford, Conn. 

Dear Mr. Connors: 

August 2, 1954 

In reply to your letter of July 28, 1954, in which you requested 
information regarding the Planninc Board's procedure in connection 
with ruleasing performance bonds, We submit the following infor­
mat 10n. 

The developer io notified, about two months 1n advance of ~he ex­
p1ration date that thp bond per10d will term1nate on said jate, 
and the developer 18 requested to inform the Board of the atatus 
of the work in order that the Board may reach some conelus1on re- . 
garding the d1sposit10n of the bond. (In most instances, however, 
the required work has been finished well in advance of the ex­
piration date, and the bond ruleased following a favorable report 
from the City Engineer, making it unnecessary to send the afore­
said notification. 

If the developer r~plieo that all the required work is accom­
plishe~, the Plann1ng Board requests the CIty Engineer to inspeqt 
the development and report to the Board whether or not the re­
quired facilities have been installed 1n conformance with the 
Planning Beard's rcgulations and the City's specification, and to 
the Batisfaction of the City Engineer. The Planning Board, at a 
regular meeting, considers the matter; and if action is taken to 

I , . release the bond, so advises the developer and/or surety company. 
"l , • ~ 
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and bond then being fUed in the "cancelled bonds" fUe. 

If the Board's letter 1s not snBwered within one month, the follow 
ing letter is sent to the surety company: 

'Your company is sure~y on the bond Of,~ ________ for the 
constru.;:tion of in the amount of * , which 
was signed on (date) by (name of signing officer) 
which bond runs to the City of Stamford, Connecticut. 

'~efore it becomes necessary for us to call this bond 
we will appreCiate your arranging to have an authorized 
representetive contact the writer &t the earliest 
opportunity. " 

If an anawer is not received prior to the expiration date, the 
Planning B03rd will than send another -letter to the surety com­
pany, substitut1ng the follow1ng paragraph for the last paragraph 
in the above lette~: 

"This work has not been completed in accordllnce with the 
subdivision regulations of the City of Stamford, Connecti­
cut and we hcreby notify you of our intcntion to call this 
bond. " 

The matter is than placed in the hands of Corporation Counsel fer 
the necessary steps leading to forfeiture of ~he bond. Minor 
modifications of timing may be enoountered by reason for the 
Board's busy schedule, or lack of a quorum at some particular 
meeting. 

Prior to August, 1950 real estate or personal bonds for the period 
of five years had been accepted by the Board; but after said date, 
the maximum term for bonds was limited to two years, sometimes 
one year, in the case of a small dcvelopment, and all bonds from 
that time on had to be issued by an establishod surety company. 
While most of these early bonds have 10nB Since been released, 
there aru twelve bonds outstanding and not due to expire until 
late this year or in the first half of 1955. In other words, 
whUe most developel J under the foregoing type of bond have sat­
isfactorily completed their projects, there are a few apparently 
making use of the full period alloted; i. c., five years, and 
then, too, the personal or real eatate bond ia not the beat form 
of security. 

Very truly yours, 

WAIII'EF. A. WACHTER, 
Planning Director 

WAWlamv 

MR. WJIZINGAI "In other words, the whole question of the release of 
bond 1s up to the Engineering Department of the C1ty o~ Stamford. Ir 
that 18 the case, cannot the Engineer1ng Department issue a letter to 
our Planning and Zoning Committee certifying that the road is accept-

1 " •. l 
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able?": 

MR. PLOTKIN: "If at all possible, we should arrange to have a meeting 
with the members of the following Departments and Committees: 
(See pago 968 of Oct. 10th, 1955 Minutes) 

Legislative and Rules Committee 
Publ1c Works Committee 
PlanninG & Zoning Comm1ttee 
Planning Board Representativcs 
City Engineer 
Building Department 
Health Department 

We should arrange to have this meeting so that we can iron this thing 
out. The bond should not bp. released until the Beard has accep~ed 
the road." 

VOTE taken on acceptance of OLD COLONY ROAD. 36 YEAS, 1 NAY, Mr. 
Topping voting 1n the ne~ative. 

MR. CZUPKA MOVED for acceptance of Lake View Drive, Stone Wall Drive 
and Cooper's Pond Road. Mr. Murphy SECONDED the motion. 

MR. FREDERICKS I "These, three roads were all developed by the same de­
veloper, were they not?" He .";a9 assured that this was the case. 

VOTE taken on acceptance " of these three roads. CARRIED, with 36 YEAS 
and 1 NAY. 

MR. HUIZINGA: "Someone has made the sur;gestion that eac" member of this 
Board be furnished with a small map in order that we can consult the 
map when the question of the acceptance of these roads is brought uP." 
He MOVED that the Secretary be authorized to secure copies of these 
maps by the next Board meeting. SECONDED by Mrs. Zuckert and CARRIED 
unanimously. 

Public Welfal'e and Recreation Committee: 

Mr. Kelly, Chairman, presented the following report of his Committee: 

Report', Public Welfare & Recreation 
Committee, December O. 1955 

On Thursday evening, December 8th, 1955, the newly 
appointed Welfare and Recreation Committee of the Board 
held its f1rst meet1ng of the now term in the Law Library 
of the Town Hall at 8:00 P. M. 

Not having any regular business or petitions to act upon, 
thc Chairman threw the meeting open ~o a round table dis­
cuss~on, and various phases of the oommittee's functions 
were discussed thoroughly. Suggestions were made by the 
members and they will be acted upon at the next regular 
meeting of the Committee. 

o 
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It was agreed by the members present that the Welfare and 
Recreat ion Committce tl1l1 hold the ir regular meet ings 
on the Tue~day immediately following thc Steering 
Committee meeting at B:OO P. M. in the Law Library of 
the Town Hall. Postal cards will be mailed to each 
member fer the first Meeting to be held in December in 
preparation for the January mecting. 

Mr. Jack McLaugh1'.n graciously .,olunteered to take 
notes of the meeting. All members were present, but 
14r. Charles Gilbert who was detained elsewhere, and he 

,so notified the Comm1ttee Chairman prev10us to the 
meet1ng. 

Meeting adjourned at 11:00 P. M. 

STEPHEN E. KELLY, 
Chairman 
Public Welfare & Recreation 

Committee 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE MAYOR 

Mr. Connors read the following communications from the Mayor: 

CITY OF STAMFORD, CONN. 

Mr. Gcorge V. Connors, Prcsident 
Board of Represcntativus 
Stamfo~d, Connecticut 

Dear Mr. Connors: 

December 12, 1955 

I would like to submit thc following nominations to be passed 
upon by the Board of Repreoentatives: 

CORPORATION COUNSEL: 

COMMISSIONER OF rINANCE: , 
COMMISSIONER OF PUBLIC WORKS: 

ZONING BOARD: 

PIANNING BOARI' I 

John M. Hanrahan 

Thomas Morrissey. Jr. 

Patrick J. Scarella 

Fred C. Noble, WoodchucK, Road, 
Stamford (to replace John W. 
Mershon) Mr. Noble is a member 
of thc Re publican party. · Term 
tc expire Dec. 1, 1960 

Ralph Rich, 45 Sagamore Road t Stamford (to be re-appointedJ 
Mr. Rich is a member of the 
Republican Party. Term to ex­
pire Dec. 1, 1960 

John J. Denham, 46 Rock Ledge 
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ZonINa BOARD OF 
APPEAlS : 

BOARD OF TAX REVIEW: 

PUBLIC WELFAR:> 
COMMISSION: 

BOARD OF TAXATION: 

BOARD OF RECREATION: 

P,ERSONNilL COMMISS ION: 

HUBBARD HEIGHTS: 

Drive, Stamford. (To replace 
A Iphonsus J. Donahue, Jr.) r·\r. 
Denham is a member of the Demo­
cratic Party. Term to expire 
Due. 1, 1956. 

Samuel Gordon, Newfield Ave., 
Stamford (To replace Morris 
Weissman). Mr. Gordon is a 
member of the Democratic Party. 
Term to expire Dec. 1, 1960. 

Samuel M. Picciallo, 38 St~phen8 
5t ., Stamford. (To replace 
Joseph T. Greaney). Mr. Pic­
ciallo is a member of the Demo­
cratic Pnrty. Term to Lxpire 
Dec. I, 1960. 

Paul DuBOis, Jan.,s Lane, Stam­
ford, ('1'0 be re-appointed). 
Mr. DuBois is a member of the 
Democratic Party. Term to ex­
pire Dec. 1, 1958 . 

Paul Klinkowski, Wire Mill Road, 
Stamfor". (To replace John F. 
Power). Mr. Klinkowski is a 
member of the Democratic Party. 
Term to expire Dec . 1, 1957. 

Daniel F. B. Hickey,321 Stam-
61 ford Ave. Stamford. (To re­

~~place Frederick H. Dutcher). Y.l Mr. Hickey is a member of the 
~~ Republican Part)'. Term to ex­

pirE Dec. 1, 1960. 

Alexander Klahr, 109 Woodmere 
Hoad, Stamford, (To be re­
appointed). Mr. Klahr is a 
member of the Democratic Party. 
Term to expire Dec. 1, 1960. 

Herbert C. Rice, 318 Sound View 
Av~ . E. (To be re-appointed). 
Mr. Rice is a member of the Re­
publican Party. Term to expire 
Dec. 1, 1958. 

Luke Malloy, 27 Lon$hill Drive. 
(TO be re ··apPointed). Mr • 

. 3 7~' Malloy is a member of the Demo­
~"1 . aratic Party. Term to expire 
,. Poe. 1, 1960. 

o 
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SEWER CmIMISSION: Edward Carey, Brodwood Drive, 
Stamford. ITo replace Leonard 
D. Scalzi). Nr. Carel" is a 
member vf the Democratic Party. 
Term to expire Dec. 1, 1960. 

PARK COMMISnON: 

URBAN REDEVELOPMENT 
COMMISSION: 

John Cook, 75 Fairmont Avenue, 
Stamford. (To replace William 
F. Jordan). Mr. Cook is a Re­
publican. Term to expire Dec. 
1, 1957. 

John F. Powcr, 315 Ocean Drive 
W. Stamford. Mr. Power is a 
mcmbel' of the Democrat 1c Party. 
Term to Expir~ D~c. 1, .1960. 

Rob0rt B. Nolan, 110 Hope St., 
Stam1'ord. Mr. Nolan is a mem­
ber of thc Democratic Party. 
Term to expire Dec. 1, 1959. 

John Scalzi, 21 Halscy Road, 
Stamford. Mr. Scalzi i9 a mem­
ber of the Independent Party. 
Term to expire Dec. 1, 1958. 

Thorne Sherwood, Mayapple Road, 
Stamford. Nr. Sherwood is a 
member of the Hepublican Party. 
Term to expire Dec. 1, 1957. 

Mrs. Bindley Gil1eRPFc, 125 
Ocean Drivc-W., Stam ord. Mrs. 
Gill~spie i9 a member of the 
Republican Party. Term to ex­
pire Dec. 1, 1956 '. 

Morris Wc19Bm~n, 43 Revonah Ave. 
Stamford. (TO replace Joseph 
Dombroski). Term to expire 
Aug. 7, 1960. . 

Very truly yours, 

THOMAS F. J. QUIGIEY, 
MAYOR 

CITY OF S·l'AMF'ORD, CONN. 

Mr. George V. Connors, President 
Board of Represcntatives 
Stamford, Conn. 

Dear Mr. Connors: 

December 12, 1955 



De~ember 12 , I ~):; 

This is to advise you that I have re-appointed: 

EDWARD CZESCIK 
14 William Street 
Stamford 

to the CITY OF STAMFORD HOUSniU AUTHORITY. 

Mr. Czeacik is a member of the Republican Party. 
His term is to expire October 1, 1960. 

The above is for your ll,formation. 

Very truly yours, 

THOlolAS F. J. QUIGIEY, 
Mdyor 

lCD10 

The above cemmunications were referred to the ApPOintments Com­
mit tee. 

COMMUNICATIOliS FROM OTHER BOAaDS AND nlDIVIDUALS: 

The following two communications were read: 

SPRnlODAIE RESIDENCE ASSOCIATION 

Springdale, Conn. 

Mr. George V. Connors, President 
Board of Representatives 
19 Woodrow Street 
Stamford, Conn. 

Dear Mr. Connors: 

December 9, 1955 

We, of the Springdale Residents' Association respectfully 
urge you to reform the special committee on Flood Control. 
It is our considere~ opinion that such a Committee could 
give invaluable service to the City as a fact-finding 
agency and then make recommendations to the Public Works 
Departnlent. 

The Springdale Residents' Association has, for the past five 
years, been urcing the various City governments to take pre­
ventive measures on flood control GO as to minimize or elim­
inate damage resulting from inadequate drainage facilities. 
So far, our appealo have not been' answered in the form of a 
per~~nent solution - ' only patchwork! All of the facts, data 
and statistics accumulated by our Association, as well as a 
thorough study of maps in our arca, indicate one very vital 
need. 

A thorough survey must be made of both the Springd~le Brook 
I ,., . . I 
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and the Noroton River by a competent engineering firm. This 
is imperat~,ve for three reasons: 

1. To determine what corrective measures are needed. 

, 2. 'Io determine estimated cost. 

3. For substantiation of a request for funds, whether 
it be in our own capital budget or for State and 
Federal aid. 

The capital budget is now in the proceDs of being prepared. 
We believe the Mayor can easily det~rmin~ a fairly accurate 
cost of this survey, and it is our contention that regard­
les3 of State or Federal aid, your committee shoul~ make 
certa1n that this item is in the budget and then follow 
through to see that the various other Boards approve this 
expenditure. 

We respectfully requeet, therefore, ~hat you re-appoint the 
Flood Control Committee and that the Board of Representatives 
back us to the fullest extent in thiG request, and we also 
urge the Board of Finance and the Planning Board, individu­
ally and collect'_ve ly, not to ignore this very urgent appeal. 

Respectfully submitted, 

LOUIS L. LENTO, JR. 
President 

This was referred to the Public Works Committee, Planning 6: Zeming 
Committee, and Health 6: Protect ion Committee. 

A second letter from the law firm of Moore 6: Epifanio, Gurley Build­
ing, Stamford, dated Dec. 12, 1955, was presented, in which they re­
quest the status of Marlou Lane for acceptance as a public highway. 
(Sec pages 945, 946 and 947 of Sept." 12th Minutes. 

MR. MURPHY: "That road is still in Committee - I believe Mrs. Zuckert 
and Hr. LeWis know a"_out this. There are holes in this road." 

MR. McIJ\UGHLIN: "If we accepted that road without installing a traffic 
light, it would create a most hazardous situation. It is an ab­
solutely impossible situation fOl' hundreds of cars coming out of that 
street, with no provision made to control the traffic. That road 
should ~ot be accepted under the present circumstances." 

There was considerable discussion at this point. Mr. Plotkin said 
this communication should be answered, saying that as far as' the 
Commi.tee is concerned, the road is not up to acceptable standards 
and cannot be accepted and that it is still under advisement by the 
Committee, giving them time to repair the road, for a possible ac­
ceptance at" a later date, and so MOVED. Seconded by Mr. Fredericks 
and C~RRIED unanimously. 

The following letter was read and referred to the Health 6: Protection 
Committe~, Public Works Comm1ttee and PubliC Welfare and Recreation 

1'->·-' \ 
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Committee: 

Mr. George Conners, Preaident 
Board of Representatives 

lQ12 

Dec. 12, 1955 

In =ontacting numerous people throughout Stamford, 1t 1s dis­
covered that a largu percentage of them feel that this city 
is extercmely dirty and unkempt -- in fact, plain filthy. 
Nearly every street 1s cluttered wit~ papers and rubbish at 
all times of the day and one sometimes wonders if the old­
fa8htone~ street cleaner has not gone the way of the Dodo 
Bird, for he appears about as extinct. 

Futhermore, the carelessness of garbage ~ollectors 1n failing 
to close the doors at the rear of their trucks seems at times 
to cause s considerable amount of distribution, as well as 
collection of the city's refusc. 

Then, there is also the matter of sp1tting on th~ sidewalks. 
And, from the rural areas especially, come countless com­
plaints of beer cans and bottles along the roadside. 

It is hoped that these problema may be placed in committee, 
and that the members of the committoo may wish to consult with 
the Sanitation, Healt~ and Police Departments, as well as the 
Chamber of Commerce, Junior Chamber of Commerce, Bedford St­
reet Association and similar organizations. 

In addition to these foregoing complaints are the problems in 
our recreation parks. One of these problems concerns the, oon­
dition of the pavilion at Cummings Park. This has been a 
very real concern to Stamford citizens for a long time. Not 
only is this dilapidated building an eye sore, but it has 
also become a moral problem. By neglecting 1t, wo are in 
effeot, aiding and abetting immora11ty and d11inquenoy. 

I 

Stamford is fortunate in be1ng located on Long Island Sound. 
Much of its private shore property is most attractive. Is 
there any val1d reason why city-owned property cannot be eq­
ually so? Why must Cummings Park, one of the largest recrea­
tion areas in this city, be a scurce of shame to us -- largely 
because certain authorities choose to ignore a ruined build­
ing? 

It has beon observed in the past that a club house at the 
mUnicipal golf course could be demolished at the snap of a 
finger, and that smaller parks throughout the city could be 
carved r1ght and left, at Will, with equal rapid1ty. Why, 
therefore, may we not expect Just as prompt attention regard­
ing this brok~n down pavilion? 

There may be other situations to be considered in an effort to 
make Sta~ford a cleaner, healthier and safer city in Which to 
l1ve, ~ut the aforementioned concerns arc offered to this 
BOP.rd 1n the hope that it will w1sh , to sanction their cons1der­
at10n by the Health and Protect10n Committee. 
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Sincerely, 

JOHN L. DE FOREST 

MR. HUIZINGA: "I think these lettc.rs should be given to the Steering 
.. Corrmittce first. That is the purpose of the Steering committee." 

MR. LEWIS: "I was under the same impression." 

MR. GEORGE GEORGOULIS requested a five-minute recess, in order that 
Eomething which has just been received be given consideration by the 
Board. 

MR. WATERBURY MuVED that the Board take a five-minute recess. Second­
ded and CARRIED unanimo'ls ly. 

The recess beine over, Mr. Kaminski asked for SUSPENSION OF THE RULES 
in order to cOllsider a fiscal matter that haD just been brought be­
fore the Board. 

MR. WATERBURY HOVED lor suspension of the rules. Seconded by Mr. 
Kelly and CARRIED, 35 in favor and one dissension. 

$2,523.78, Code 100.53 Special Election Expense, Registrars of Voters, 
for election of July 26, 1955. 

t2.59l.22, Code 100.53 Sp~cial Election Expense, Registrars of Voters, 
5,115.00 for election of August 30, 1955. 

This requested appropriatIon was approved by the Board of Finance at 
its meet~,ng tonight, in the amount of $5,115.00. 

Mr. Kaminski, Chairman of the Fiscal Committee, said it was the re­
commendation of his Committee that the first amount, above referred 
to, be cut to $1,999 for approval at this t1me, with the recommen­
dation that the balance be approved at a future meeting, and so 
MOVED. Seconded by Mr. Kelly. 

MR. LEWIS reminded the Board of the decision of the Steering Com­
mittee, in which they went on record that all matters to be consider­
ed by the Board of Representatives must first be presented ~o the 
Steering Committee in Jrder to be placed on the Aeenda. He stated 
that the Board of Finance met whenever they felt like it. He saidl 
"I thought they were supposed to meet once a month. I think it is 
most disgraceful and entirely out of order for the Board to even 
allow this matter to be cons ~ dered. We have been fighting for four 
years to el1minate this type of railroading job. If the Board of 
Finance has not even the courtesy to meet, DO that these things can 
be considered in an orderly manner by our Board, ' I recommend that it 
is the duty of the 14ayor to impeach them and ask for their removal." 
• 

MR. FREaJERICKS: "It 1s my understand1ng that the Fiscal Committee 
reoommended that this Board approve $1,999 of the $2,523.78 requestea, 
and that the balancp of $524.78 be referred back to the Fiscal Com­
mittee for their further cons1derat10n. This 1s a situation that we 
knew was goin& to happen when the spec1al referendum was held and 
also on the Raffle B11l. It creates a d1ff1cult prob~em, and in view 

• 
HOTEl For clar1f1cation of Mr. FrederiCks' remarks on 

page 101) of the Minutes and Mr. Kam1nski's 
remark a on page 101~. 

sea Report ot Fiscal committe. dated 
Deced>er 19, 1955, item (3) 

,-
.. 



December 12, 1955 1014 

.pt the nearness of the Christmas season, I do not think the workers 
should be penalized. and for this reason I f~el this request is in 
crder and recommend the acceptance of the recommendation of the 

. F'1scal Committee." 

14R. KArlmSKI: "In defen~e of the Fiscal Committee, they have decided 
to also adopt the ~licy of the Steering Committee, that all fiscal 
matters referred to the Bo~rd of RepreGent~tives prior to the stand­
ing date of the evening meeting of the Fiscal Committee will be re­
quested by them to appear on the I.genda of the next regul!!.r meet ing 
of the Board. We also went on record that only in the event of an 
extreme emergency would we deviate from this policy. However, in this 
particular case, I think it may be considered as an extreme emer­
gency. There was no appropriation made to take c~re of this expense. 
The money that is being requested tonight, is money that hatl to be 
borrowed from the regularly scheduled election funds in order to take 
care of the D~!cial referendums, which were not anticipated at the 
time the bUd'gel; was prClpared. 

MR. NOLAN MOVED the QUEST:::ON. 

MR. LEWIS rais~d n paint of order. He sald: "Can we legally give this 
department part of their request tonight and the balance at a later 
meet ing?" HE MOVED that th" Board hear from thCl {,ssistant Corpora­
tion Counsel, Mr. Di Sesa, who was present. 

, 
Mr. Di Sesa said the Board would be governed by their own rules in 
this case and that he could not give a snap Judgment opinion, but it 
would seem to be the way it sh~uld be handled. 

Mrs. Bankowski arrived at this time. 

MR. HUIZINGA: '~e, as a Board, have the right to cut anyappropria­
tion of the Board of Finance. Th" ~ople making thh requtlst will 
have to come in at 0. futur~ meeting of the Board. We have had no 
chance to inspect these items at the Fiscal Committee meeting." 

There was further discussion and Mr. Topping read from the Rules of 
the Board, sayinc the Board could act because the amount requested ia 
under $2,000. 

VOTE taken on the first item un~cr discuss1on. CARRIED unanimously. 

MR. KAMINSKI MOVED that it was the recommendation of his Committee 
that the second amount of $2,591.22 be partially approved in the , 
amount of $1,999, with the balance of $592.22 to be approved at a 
future meeting of the Board. Seconded by Mr. Kelly and CARRIED un­
animously. 

Bt:smESS ON THE CALENDI.R: 

MRS. ZUCKERT MOVED that the Board of Representatives write to the 
Board 01' Finance. 'requesting them to meet more often, 80 that these 
£iscnl matters would not have to be brought up under Suspension of 
Rules in order not to hold them up. She said it was a ahama to put 
the Board of RepresClntat1ves 1n the position they found th~mselve8 1n 
tonight. Mr. Topping SECONDED the motion. 

, ' .. ,_. C VOTE taken on sending a letter to the Board of. Pinance, requesting 
them to meet more often and CARRIED unanimously. 
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MR. SNYDER I "At our October m<!et1ng we asked the Secretary 'Jf the 
Board to wr1te a l<!tter to the Prooecut1ng Attorney 1n regard to the 
sto!'roge 01' tra1'1'ic behind school b-loses. No reply has been recelved, 
in spite 01' numorcus requests made to Mr. Zone. Mr. Snyder MOVED 
that the Board 01' Representatives request the Mayor 01' the City 01' 
Stamford to request an answer by· the Prosecuting Attorney to thls 
letter. SECONDED b~ Mr. P.rederickB, and CARRIED unanimously. 

MR. FREDERICKS called attention to page 968 of the Minutes of October 
10, 1955:. Resolu1<ion N:l. 201, in reference to the acceptance of Clty 
streets • 

MR. FREDERICKS MOVED the questlon of the acceptance of streets, ~e­
lease of bond, etc., be brought up at a jolnt meeting 01' the fo11~­
ing: 

SECONDED by Mr. Rhoade •• 

Legislative and Rules Committee 
Public Works Comm1ttee ' 
Planning and Zoning Committee 
Planning Board Representatives 
City Eng1neer 
Bulldlng Department 
Health Department 

MR. PLOTKIN: "Add to that the re,lated probl:em~ of septic tank and. -
dralnage, road acceptance r.nd sub-dlv.laion." 

MR. RHOADES' seconded t ·he amendment als,o. 

MR. FREDERICKS: "It i8 very pertinent and· proper· that we have thls 
meeting. The City 01' Staml'ord 18 one of the eaSiest cities in the 
United States in, re leaa ing bonda. II 

VOTE to-ken and CARRlED unanimously. 

MR. FREDERICKS MOVED that Mr •. Plotkin be Chairman of the joint meet­
ing. SECONDED by. Mr. TOPPing and CARR lED unan1mous ly • 

MR. FREDERICKS MOVED for adjournment at 10:30 P. M. SECONDED by Mr. 
czupka and CARRIED unanimously . 

Respectfully Submitted, 

John 5 •. Macrides, 
Clerk 
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