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Thq"pigular meeting of the Board of Representatives of the Clty of
Stafford” was %g{d_gt thé Walter R. Dolan Junior High School Cafeteria
on Mbriay, "A\pril 4, 1955. The meeting was' called to order by the

T mday, APrLl . : ,
Preé@dspt{fﬂg:?ﬂcq;ge‘y; €onnors, at 8:15 P.M, |

Invacation’was glven.by the Rev. Russell M. McGow‘n of the First
Congregational Church, -

Roll call was taken by the Clerk. 'There were’ 35 present, 5 absent.
The absent members were Joseph Caputo, Phil C. Coulter, Paul A.
Plotkin, Willlam D. Murphy and Helen J. Peatt. Mr. Plotkin and Mr.
Murphy- arrived later,”

Mr. Longo movced that we accept the minutes of the March Tth meeting
as. printed. Geconded by Mr. Ryba, and unanimously voted.

FISCAL COMMITTIE . '

§amuel Picciallo, Chairman of the Fiscal Committee, submitted the
committee's report, recomménding the approval of the following add-
itional appropriations appearing on the agenda:

a. Samuel Picclallo moved approval of $1,800. for Code 550.4,
Advertising, regquested by the Zoning Board of Appeals. Seconded by
Dorils Zuckert, and carried unanimously, 34 members voting YEA.

b. Samuel 51cciallo moved approval of $90 for Code 550.3,‘Postage
and Stationery, requested by the Zoning Board of Appeals. Seconded
by Mary Bankowskl, and carried unanimously, 34 members voting YEA.

c. Samuel Picciallo moved approval of $500 for Examinations for

the position of Personnel Director, requested by the Personnel Com-
mission. Seconded by Vincent J. Vitti and ¢arried uranimously, 34
members veting YEA.

(Mr. Snyder indquired whether Mr. Picciallo had any idea how this is
to be spent. DMNr. Hulzinga stated that in an examination of this type
they would have people conduct the examination, who are experts in
their line, and the expenses of these people have to be pald, also T
the advertising recessary.)

LEGISIATIVE AND RUIES COMMITTEE T

Mr. Plotkin not being present at thls time, the item was paSsed over
until his arrival. S

FLANNING AND ZONING COMMITTEE

No report; chairman, Mr. Murphy,\absént.

\{

PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE

Mr. Thomas Tolping, Chairman, announced the committee had no report.
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Mr. Frank LiVolsi asked for an "extensilon of delay" in regard to the
Bridge Street Bridge. Mr. Topping said the contractor, when he ordered
the steel, ordered the same welght of section as for the Broad Strest
Bridge, instead of a longer span for the Bridge Street Bridge. As a
result, they have to put reinforcing plates at the bottom of the girders,
which 18 now being done. ASs soon as the reinforcement plates arrive
they will be welded to the girders and the work will resume, Mr Chase,
Supervisor of Highways, sald he did not think this delay would hold up
the final completion of the bridge more than two weeks. Because of the
open winter, the bridge contractor was ahead of schedule on pouring of
the cement for the abutments. Mr. Mulreed suggested that Mr. Topping,
in his report, cover the three weeks that no work has been done on the
bridge, because pcople in the neighborhood are perturbed about con-
ditions there. He is to explain that they are walting for these plates.
Mr. Fredericks asked, 18 1t not true that the material going into the
bridge will not add any additional cost to the City? Mr. Topping
answered "yes."

Mr. Lewis asked to bring to the attention of the Public Works Committee
the fact that something should be rectified. Speaking as representative
of the T7th District, Bedford Street is a complete disgrace to the City
of Stamford, and he would not be surprised if our legal department isn't
confronted with quite a few biils for broken springs. He has complained
to Mr. Scarella, Public Works Commissicner, about the pltiful condition
of the street as a result of the sewer line recently laid there. From
North and Boyt we are wldening the street but it should be brought to
the Public Works Committee's attention that there is a lack of some-
thing along the line in our contract with the company that did the work
on Bedford Strect -- five out of seven nights he had to call the Police
to put more red lights there. He thought it would not be many more
weeks before our suppllers of asphalt will be in business and Bedford
Street showld have immediate attention.

Mr. Plotkin arrived at this time.
IEGISIATIVE AND RUIES COMMITTEE

Mr. Plotkin, chairman of the Legilslative and Rules Committee, presented
a SHRUBBERY ORDINANCE for publication, to replace the present Chap. 28,
Sec. T, on page 152 of the Code of General Ordinances. The new ordin-
ance 1s as follows:

e damBanct Viw &
No hedge, shrubbery or full “oard fence or any other obstacle

other than a bullding or a natural earth embankment shall be
maintained or permitted at a height more than four feet above
the street grade on that portion of any corner lot commending
at the corner point of a street line on the street side of

the lot and running in either direction along the street for

a distance of not less than twenty-five feet and within the
triangle thus formed by both street lines and a line connecting
the above mentioned termini of both street lines.,"

The Mayor had recquested a change in this ordinance, changing the 4!
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height to 2!' and the 25! distance to 30'. When the Committee took
this up they ran into a few problems. There was no point of reference.
It does not state whether it refers to a 4' hedge or refers to 4' from
the street level. A man may have a 4' hedge on a bank 6' above the
street level, which would be a total eof 10'. It doesn't say anything
about the land in bctween the corner. You have a corner where the

two streets Interscct and a leg on each street. So a hedge 20' high,
6' from the street line, that was not covered. The Committee thought
if we covered thosc two points 1t might be sufficient. We tried to
put in a referencc to street grade so that you would be allowed 4'
from the street grade, and we trled to cover the triangular plece of
land between the two legs. We added "natural earth embankment"” be-
cause it applies to present. hedges and -bushes, but the moment the
ordinance is znacted the property owner has to cut it down to size.

As to future developments, we can get together with the Planning Board
and see that future streets, when they are cut through, will eonform
with this idea. He moved for adoption for publication.

Mr. Topping asked, where we mention "earth embaniment," suppose you
have a stone retaining wall which is over 6' high. Would this ordin-
ance require & man to tear this down? Mr. Plotkin said "no". He also
said, "Suppose a fcllow has a tree we would not want him to take it up.
The or%inance will have to be administered by the Police with common
sense.

Mr. Collyer congratulated the cohmittee on doing a2 good Jjob, but falt
that the 4' requircment should not be allowed to stand. In recent
months he has become aware of hazardous situations in the City, cauped
by hedges that: were too high. For Instance, property at Washington
and North Streets comes to his mind. There 1s a serious traffic
hazard there. Of course the greater amount of traffic is caused by
the closing of the Bridge Street Brildge as the contributing factor.
He did not belicve the hedges exceed the 4' 1limit but 1is sure they
constitute a hazard. If 2' seems harsh he would like to see it cut
back to 3'. It is necessary for public safety that a maximum height
of 3' be maintaincd; he would even like to see it 2'.

Mr. Snyder: In view of the question Mr. Collyer ralsed, I move that
the matter be referred to the Health & Protection Committee for them
te make further study in recgard to the heilght whick ghould be in the
ordinance. No scconder.

Mr Lewis: I would like to amend it to read 3' instead of referring
it to the Health & Protection Committee, where 1t might get lost.
Seconded by Mr. Collyer.

Mr. LiVolsi stated that at present, on North and Washington Avenues,
coming down north, you have two "stop" signs on Washington Ave. so
the other driver goes ahead, assuming he has the right-of-way. What
we need is "stop" signs cn the four corners.

Mr. Mulreed: (ur committee has not had a chance to meet since Mr.
Plotkin consulted the Corporation Counsel. He asked Mr. Plotkin if the
height of 4' was at the suggestion of the Corporation Counsel, Mr.
Plotkin said he discussed it with Arthur DiSessa.
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Mr. Mulreed recalled that 3' was the height he discussed.

Mr-)E Plotkin accepted Mr. Lewis' amendment. Motion passed by unanimous
vate.

Mr. Plotkln asked for a Suspension of the Rules, since he had a reso-
lution presented by Mr. Vitti, representative of the 3rd District,
asking that Dylkec Park in the south end of the City of Stamford, be re-
named Edward A. Gonnoud Park. Mr, Plotkin moved for Suspension of the
Rules, seconded by Mr. Longo.

Mr. Jachimezyk spoke against 1t because the residents of the South
End, where Dykc Park is located, have met and formed a committee who
are making an attempt to pick out a name, (probably of a service-man)
that would be suitable. He recommended that 1t be referred to
Committee for further study.

Mr. Vitti said he was approached by taxpayers of the South End, and
other people, to present thls resolution. Edward A. Gonnoud was in
the U, 8, Navy in World War One, was mayor two terms, councilman
many years; and he knows of no better name than Edward A. Gonnoud
for this park.

Mr. Mulreed Bpoke on the motilon to suspend the rules. Put to a vote,
there were 9 in favor, 26 opposcd. Motion lost. It is to be referred
to Steering Committee.

Mr. Kaminsky ‘made a request to refer to the lLegislative & Rules
Committee, ! 'He realized the Board might be called "ordinance happy" as
Mr. Plotkin stated, and referred to Chap. 7, Sec. 4 of the Code of
General Ordinances, making it unlawful to shoot any BF rifle or
pistol, air rifle or similar device, etc." He would like that
Committee to-.amend this section, or write a new ordinance, prohibiting
the sale and purthase of sling shots and pea shcoters. An accildent

in his family occurred two hours ago which moved this action. He said
we have considered comic books, talked about Jjuvenile delinquency, and
here we have our local stores equlpped with all kinds of devices that
shoot missles.

Mrs. Hoyt suggested that this subject should come under New Business.

Mr. Kaminslkyg moved for Suspension of the Rules, seconded by Mrs,
Bromley.

Mr. Huizinga felt that what Mr. Kaminsky said is all right but not in
order and should come under New Business.

Mr. Kaminsky withdrew his motion, and Mrs. Bromley withdrew as
seconder.

HEALTH AND PROTECTICN COMMITTEE

Mr. Killeen announced he had no report, but tool issue to a statement
made early in thc meeting, that if something 1s referred te his committe:
1t would "get lost."
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Mr. Lewis referred to an appropriation for $2 000 that was approveq for
theoRokine Department ac 'Hevhappened to:pe:away atb/the tiimes but icalled
attention of the chairman to the fact that anything for $2,000 or over
should be brought to the Committee. He felt if we are going to act as
a Boand, slet s fiollaw: tne rules of Iprocedure ’
tarelil b Y
WELEARB’ANB RECREITION COMMETTEE
o aolana

Mr. Steve Kelly, for the Welfare & HecreatiognCdmmittee, reported that
they had declded to ask the Tax Commissioner, Mr, Connolly, to place.
in theijenvelopeaoof jthe routgoing :bills fon can taxes;ostickers for the
taxpayersittomput onntheir windshields ag:a means -of Jidentificatlon for
use ~ati-the vbeaches; panks-and the-parking aregs of jthe ‘beaches and parks
by residentsrof Stamford;:: Mr. Connolly. agnee@ to take this'matter up
with his Board for their approval.

The Commitb@e @nd:-the Board-of Recreation disgyssed the urgent need for
sanitarycfacilibics .and the sewer: line -on Cove Island, and necessary
repair ommre-bwilding-of the bridge -for safe-access to and from the
island pubefore .anything else 1s-done or planned for Cove Island.

No action taken.

A PPOINTMENTS COMMITTEE

Mr. Kaminski, Chairman, read the committee's statement on Mr. Herbert
C. Rilce forf.membership on the Personnel Commission, and moved for the
acceptance. oft the  appointment. Vote was taken, by paper ballqt.
Resul®: 16 yeas, 120 nays.

Mr. Kaminsfkl-read the.committee's statement on Thomas F. Hanrahan for
memberstHip on thePefsonnel Commission, and moved for the acgeptance
of thEtappointmenu.' Vote was taken, by paper ballot. MResult: 35
yeas, lrnay : ;

Mr. Kaminski read the committee's statement on John E. Sotire for
membership on the Personnel Commission, and moved for the acceptance
of the appointment. Vote was taken, by paper ballot. Result: 19
yeas, 17 nays. :

Mr. Kaminski rceferred to .Chap. 70, Sec. 706 Personnel Provisions, of
the Charter in rcgard to residency requirements of employees. He
stated that the Committee selected to seek a new Personnel Director
has a number of applicants ‘from ocutside of the City of Stamford, and
felt that in view of Sec. 706, .we should.suspend:the rules and vote on
this subject. Thercfore, he moved that we suspend the rules.

Seconded by Mrs. Bromley. Put to a vote, 'result; .33 yeas, 1 nay

(Mr. Iacovo opposcd.)

Mr. Kaminski said that ordinarily we would-wait until appointments are
made when an applicant is not from Stamford, but This cdBe Is different.
He moved that wc waive local residency for the Personnel Directorship.
Seconded by Mr. Huizinga.
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Mr. Mulrecd wondered if the Corporation Counsel's offilce has given his
opinion as to whether this applied to the Personnel Director. Mr.
Kaminskil sald it referred to full-time employees. Mr. Mulreed said he
knew of several Instances where we have not wailved the provisions of
this chapter.

Mr. Fredericks said that elected or appointed refers to those appointed
by the Mayor and approved by the Board of Representatives. The Board
of Representatives has nothing whatsoever to do with the Personnel
Director neither does the Mayor act directly on the appointment of the
director. He could not see why the Board should be asked to waive a
requirement that has not got anything to do with the direct appoint-
ment problem,

Mr. Jachimezyk moved that we hear from Mr. Sotire on the subject.
Seconded by Mr. Longo. Voice vote taken, motion lost.

Mr. Kaminsky stated that the wording of the section 1s confusing but
since it is under Chap. 70 which decals strictly with Personnel and
considering no harm can be done, he saw no harm in waiving the
residency in this particular case.

Moved that we waivce the residency clause. Voted on, and carried,
unanimously.

PERSCNNEL: CCMMITTLEL
No- report.

STEERING COMMITTEL

Mr. Jachimezyk stated that he had left the report at his office, so
it will have-~to be held over until the next meceting.

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE MAYOR

None

PETITIONS ¢ G0 B 6T

a. Stephen Kelly moved that we grant the petiticn of the Stamford
Boxing Club to use the Magee Ave. grounds from May 23 to 28 for a
carnival for the benefit of their redreational program. Carried

animously. PL, B

s TiRe Qi H16Y
b. Stephen Kelly moved that we grant the petition of the Arabic
Temple #40, State of Conn., Anclent Egyptian Arabic Order Nobles of
the Mystic Shrine of North and South America, for a short parade on
Sunday afternoon June 5th. Carried Unanimously.

. Ciuloo~ BV &A
¢. Stephen Kelly moved that we grant the petition of the Stamford
VYacht Ciub to hold their annual fireworks display on July 4th, 1955,
under the usual conditions. Voted on and carried unanimously.
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d.  Mp, xeily ﬁé@ 4 €8t ﬂ %rant the pefition’of the Kmericans of
Po148H De céﬂ! of Staﬁ?ﬁrd o ho%d a'parade “on 'Sunday, May~15th.
Approved uﬁa ously. i
+119|

e.. The Springdale Veterans of Foreign Wars request permission to
EBid a“cdrnival at the S%ringda le Fire Dept. grounds from°May 3Cth

June' '4th," The original letter of application ‘has not yet been re-
ceiveﬁ‘ but Mr, Kelly will aSsume the responsibility for it. “Approved
unanimoﬁsly.

| )91
£77 M7 “Ke 11y " moved ' we ‘grant petition of Belltown P,T.A. ‘Assni to ‘use
Belltown School Grounds for fair on Saturday, May 7th. Boardoof
Education has alrcady approved the project. Approved unanimously.

qy
Mr. Kelly asked for SuspensSiofi 'of thé"Rules“for 2 petitidn that came in
late buP it was imperative that we act on it tonight. Approval
graptﬁd unanimous ly-

This refers-to rcquest from West 'Side:Democratic Club to use'Magee
Ave. lot for week of April 25 to 30th for‘a’ carnival, for benefit of
the Mickey Lione Baseball League. Approved unanimously.

COMMUNICATICNS I'ROM OTHER BOARDS AND INDIVIDUALS

Mr. Jachlimezyk stated that last month a motion was made that Mr.
Wachter of the Planning Board furnish us with maps on the proposed
Cowing Place extenslon and Mr. Wachter is ready to address us tonight
on the subject.

A large map wap sct up at the front of the room, and Mr. Wachter went
into ‘lengthy discussion with members, on the subject. ‘Rep: McLaughlin
mentioned another-~plan, than the original, to“go through Research
Drive and not disturb any of the areas where people are already com-
plaining, in opposition to the move. Mr. Scarella also ‘answered
questions on the subject of proposed drainage that the City plans to
do through that area, Mr. Rhoades moved that since the Board of
Finance has not yet approved of funds for this project of road ex-
tension, it might become an academic subject for another year, and
that we go on to the oqher business of the board.

Mr. Murphy arrived ‘at this t&me, and the president called for the
report of the’ Planning and Zor'fng 'Committee., Mr, Murphy reportéd
that the Lions Club has already constructed a bus waiting station
in front of St. Joseph's Hospital, before receiving the Committee's
final approval, so. there is not fuch tHat can be done about it. He
asked for a vote of approval of ‘thé projeet, 'and it was granted
unanimously.

Mr. Hulzinga stated that April 21' is Stamford Day in Hartford, and
moved that we appoint, as ‘a2 representative to speak on the Stamford
bills, Mr. Jamcs Mulreed, with expenses paid. 'Seconded, voted on
and carried unanimously.
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Mr. LiVolsi prescnted a resolution, as follows:

1aolulien no- VA9
Whereas the Stamford City Housing Authority was created under Section
4, Act #299 of the General Statutes, Chapter 52,

Whereas there exists a question of doubt that the City Housing
Authority has beecn operating and performing in accordance with the
obJjectives of the Housing Laws of the State of Connecticut,

Therefore be 1t resolved that the Stamford Board of Representatives
proceed under Section 204.2 of the City Charter to appoint a committee
for the purpose of investigating the City Housing Authority.

Mr. LiVolsl commented that the housing shortage is becoming more

acute, we are talling about parcels of property for development for

one purpose or another, and our slums are still in existence. There
are many {facts which will be brought out if this committee 1s appointed.
If anything at all, it will mean a welfare program which I know our
pecople 1n Stamford will appreciate. The fact that we have two exlsting
authoritles is a joke. Mr, LiVosll moved for the adoption of this
resolution., Seconded by Mr. Murphy.

Mrs. Bromley suprgested that we give it to the Legislative & Rules
Committee. - Mr. LiVolsi said he had thought of that, but it is a
matter for the Doard to appoint a special committee and proceed
according to f£he Charter. Mr. Hulzinga stated that if we refer it
to the legislative & Rules it would come up with wording that would
be more satisfacbory.

Mr. LiVolsi, ‘in order to satisfy the doubt in some minds, read one
section of the State Housing Act, Section 931. He further stated that
the Town Housing and the City Housing Authorities do not speak to

one another.

Mr. Hulzinga stated that if we could enumerate four or five facts, we
could simply say we belleve these regulations are not being followed.

Mrs., Hoyt said, couldn't we say a committee finds need for invest=-
gation?

Mr. Snyder: Would Mr. LiVolsi accept an amendment to his proposal
and remove that section in regard to the "doubt'" and simply have it
state that the Board of Representatives asks that there be an invest-
igation in order that we may determine the decgree of efficliency at
which it 1s operating? Mr. Fredericks referrcd to the minutes of a
former meeting when this subject was discussed.

Mr. Mulreed: I thought I made it clear about the Housing Committee of
the Board of Representatives. It was created for the sole purpose of
looking into the needs for additional housing. It was not the intent-
ion of the Committee to investigate the City or the Town Housing
Authority. So, rc-activating that committee would not serve the pur-
pose that Mr. LiVolsi would like to have served.

e,



835

Mr. Snyder: Would Mr, LiVolsi be agreeable to accepting that amend-
ment on the propoucd resolution. ' striking out the 'section about "doubt"
He did so.

Put to a vote and carried by 32 yeas, 4‘'nays.

Mr. Fominsky: ' I.am gpposed bécause I thought we had ‘a ‘ruling from the
Corporatlon Codunscl that the Housing Authority is a State Agency.

Mr. LiVeolsi: The opinion of the Corporation Counsel is not in accord=-
ance with the ‘Statc Housing Authority.

Mrs .Kaminsky asked for a Suspensilon ‘of ‘the Rules to 'read a letter sent
to the Mayor, and a rcply received from Commissioner Scarella about

the condition of Dylke Park. It was voted to send this request properly
to the SteeringCommittee.

Mr, William ‘Kaminsicy moved ‘to refer to the Legislative & Rules Committec
a request to-draft-an amendment to Chap., 7, Sec. U4 of the Code of
General :Ordinances, or a ‘separate ordinance which ‘would prohibit the
sale and use of sling shots and pea shooters. Seconded by Mr. Fred-
ericks.

Mr. Mulreed 'spoltc orn the Ssubject. He was on the original committee
that prepared the ordinance. They ‘banned ‘the sale and use of sling
shots and numerocus: other projecting missiles.'® They found 1t very
difficult to word that section to allow the sale of harmless toys and
yet at the same time the 'use of those harmless toys ‘in a manner which
might inflict an injury. They considered these games sold around
Christmas-time as target toys. They did put in B-B guns because they
knew they must be barred, but it was very difficult to re-word the
ordinance to takcicare of a sling-shoty' - He thought this was something
that would requirec a 1ittle guidante on'the part of the parents
because these dev_ces could be home-made, whereas B-B guns must be
manufacturcd and purchased. Rubber bands fall into that category.

Mr. Kaminsky statel he’ did some fasti reséarching and came up with an
crdinance pasead in Cleveland strictly on sling-shots and pea-shooters.
He knows we canno%’ prevent-air-gund in factories expléding, for
instance. We arc attempting to eliminate the sale of comic books --
he could control that at home -- but he could not control the exuber-
ance of his child if he werit cutdoofs and bought a sling-shot. An
accldent to his son, this evéding, wds done by a very nice child who
just went into a store, bougHt the sling shot “and picked up a stone
znd used it.

Mrs. Zuckert sald she btelieved the Clty of New York has just passed a
bill against the salc and manufacture of toy pistols and the like.

The question was moved and vote taken in the affirmative, to refer the
matter to the Legislative & Rules Committeoe.



836

Mr. Jacovo brought up the subject of Snow Removal, $17,000 has been
exnended and thc snow did not seem great enough to warrant that ex-
penditure. He would like to have the Fiscal Commlttee report at our
nzxt meeting concerning this expenditure: what it was spent for.

Mr. Jacovo so moved, seconded by Mr. Fredericks, carried unanimously.

Mrs. Bromley moved for adjournment. 10:45 P.M. Several voices
scconded this, and unanimously voted.

- Respectfully submitted,

George V. Connors
President



