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A regular meeting of the doard of Rerresentatives of the City of Stamford, 
was held at the Burdick Junior High School on Monday, August 1, 19~9. The meet­
ing "as called to order at 8: 1~ PH, EDT by the President, Samuel F. Pierson. 

In answer to the Roll Call, all were rresen t excer t John J. Gacher, Leon 
Starles, James W. 'Barrington, Edward Ballo, Sterhen Kelly and John W. Cook. 

Uron motion of Louise T. Seeley, 1st District, and seconded by David Water­
bury, 8th District, the minutes of the July 11th meeting were accerted with the 
following correction made by Mrs. Catherine B. Cleary, 8th District; On Page 52 
in the "th rara~rarh the last \o\'ord in the third line be "consideration" instead 
of IIclari!ication". ~ 

Petition 1132 was read, bein~ a request from the Sister of Villa Haria for a 
~ AugUSt-i6th and ~th on the grounds of their retreat. It was moved, 
seconded and carried that this retition be granted. 

Petition 1133 was read, being a retition from the Salvation Army to hold a 
Tent Heeting from Sertember loth to the 25th. Subject-to a check by the Fire 
~aIShalI a motion to accep thi 5 reti t ion w>s !'lade by Helen J. Bromley, 20th 
District, seconded by David Waterbury, ond carried. 

Petition ltLq was read, being a reGuest from the Board of Selectmen and the 
Town Clerk to re<ruce the Voter making ses5ions . --_._---- ----------"--,.. 

Leonard DeVita, 5th District, stated he believed the citizens should be given 
every orrortuni ty to become voters and wanted the rresent system to continue. 
Louise T. Seeley, 1st District, su. gested thlt the clerical helr be cut down if 
the cost was too great. She stated when they were held occasionally reolle did 
not remember the dates and a lot of confusion ensued and with the rresent system 
it is much easier when the reople know the date .~nd time, 

Ralrh .J, Carroll, Selectm,n, st ated that the reason for the requested cut in 
the number of times the sessions were to be held "as because so few arreared at 
the l~st three sessions. 

Oewell H. Corkran, 18th District brought ur the question of shorter hours 
for the Voter sessions but the matter was not acted urOD by the Board. Uron 
motion by Daniel Hiller, 16th District, seconded and carried, IT WAS VOTED that 
the voter makins: sessions remain as at rresent. 

Petition N35 was a retition from Jeanette L. Bell, 17th District, concerning 
a survey of the--s';:wer .. ne.eqs .ot Stamford, to include Glenbrook, Belltown, Sr ri ng· 
dale and the Cove and Shirran and other areas where the rorulatico is sufficient 
to warrant sewage disrosal. 

There was considerable discussion uron this matter. David Waterbury, 8th 
District, stated that the Engineering Derartment had already gone in10 this 
sewage disrosal system when he was a member of the rrevious ,lanning commission. 

Jeanette Dell, 17th District, th (Ught there should be an arrror-riation in 
the rrorer der,artment for a technical survey so that we could arrive at some aT' 
rroximate cost to the tax rayers for this rroject to be installed. She stated 
that no action has been taken on this for the last twenty years. 

flichael Wofsey, 1st District, stated that Section 6~1 of the Charter rrovides 
for the r rocedure concerning rublic imrrovements and stated that "i t.b Hrs. Bell's 
rermlssion he wouLd formulate a resnlution to cover this matter. See Resolution 
J*I. 
). L The mat ter ".15 referred to new bu si n~3 S at the end of the meet ing. 
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Petition ,~was a retition from Mrs. Edward Scofield concerning the truck 

traffic on Myrtle Avenue. 
Mr. Pierson, President, stated that this matter was not for the Board's 

action and should be referred to the Chief of Police. 

louise T. Seeley, 1st District, 
Committee. The first grour referred 
of Finance on July 15tb. 

read her rerort as Chairman of the Fiscal 
to the arrror-riations arrroved by the Board --

Item 1. A total request of $25.8~o.oo for the comrletion at Walter Dolan 
Junior HiEh School. 
-Interior rainting ot all wood trim $11.200.00 

Additional funds for class roOM lighting 3.300.00 
To[Soil t c canrlete grading 2.'100.00 
Drain in rear court 680.00 
Drain at SW drive entrance 220.00 
Extension ot rarking area 780.00 
Wire fence 6.600.00 
Asrhalt connecting walk ___ 222!-22 

Total $25.840.00 
• Against this total the Board of Finan~ arrlied a balance at $11;000 in the 

school equiJment fund making a net amount arrroved by the Board of Finance 
$1u.8uo. Altbough these items Were not covered by the original arrror-riation, it 
was telt by the committee, uron investigation, that an eventual saving would re­
sult tc the city it tbe interior raint were not rostroned, it the wire work was 
covered and not rermitted to rust, if modern flouresce.t lights were rut in all 
the class rooms. The other six items, all outside yard work, were untorseen in 
the original arrrorriation request. 

The ~ommittee bad noted that the contract for raving six school yards tor 
.. hich $1u.~66 had been arrroved. in the Education Budget had been let for $9.158. 
The Committee felt that this $5,000.00 difference might reasonably be arrlied to 
the outside work at the Dolan Scheel. 

Patrick Hogan, loth District. stated that the Board had been very generous 
to the Board of Education in its original request in the budget. 

James Mulreed, uth District, stated that the Board ot Finance had cut heavily 
some of the otber derartments but bad been very lenient with the Board of educa­
tion and telt that the Board ot Education could etfect economies to such an extent 
that it "ill be unnecessary to grant this request. 

Babette Ransohoff, 15th District, favored accerting the recommendation ot the 
Fiscal Committee stating that since we had srent so much money on Dolan Junior 
High School that we should not quibble over the final amount to comrlete this 
large unit rrorerly . 

Uron motion made by Louise T. Seeley and seconded by Leonard DeVita , IT WAS 
VOTED that resolution W16 be adorted: 

Resolution 116_. 
BE IT RESOLVED that the total exrenditures of $~5.8'10.00 be 
arproved, but that only $9.840.00 of new money be arrrorriated 
and recommend that the $11,000.00 in the equirment tund and 
the $5.000.00 saved in the school yard raving be transferred 
by the SChool Board to comrlete the Dolan Junior High School. 

Item 2. The Fiscal Committee recommended the arrroval of resolution W17 
requesting $11.220.00 for orer.atian-QL-'~. To~. Dumr for this fiscal yea~rs 
is made ur of two items: Labor and material $5 :~0; new Bull D6Zer-ss:720. 
The committee recommended, however, t hat as raridly as rossible, the garbage now 
delivered to this dumr, be delivered to the City Incinerator, unless t he di s t ance 
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tram the roint at orlg1n and collection is too great to make this economical. 
However, most of the densely rorulated former Town area i5 Sooth of, the HerTitt 
Highway, and as near to the incinerator as to the Town dUlllJ. The cOllllllittee further 
recollllllended that all garbage delivered to the City Incinerator collected from 
areas outside tbe sanitation tax district, w~ether in the former town or the 
former city tbird tax district, be charged rer toad for the service of the incin­
erllt~r, this incOllle t r be arrlied to the net cost 'of sanitation service now charged 
t c the old ci ty 1st toox district. 

Uron motion made by Louise Seeley, sec ended by David Waterbury IT WAS VOTED 
that the resolution be adorted: 

Rcs<!!utino it17 

BE IT RhSOLVED th~t 
of the Town Dnmr be 

-oTt wo it ems: Labo r 
$5.720.00. 

the e xr~nditu~e of .~~20.00 !2!.E~~iOn 
"rr-Ioved. ThIS exren~lture to be m e ur 
and material $5.500.00; new Bull Dozer 

Item 3. The Fiscal Committee recommended the anroval of resolution h8 request­
ing $1.900.32 for services of the Town Health Officer, AJril 1 through June 30. 
19~9. ,This som is a deficiency arrrorri.1tion for the former Town government for 
the last fiscal year. This makes a total arrrorriation of $5.500 for nine months 
or at the rate of $7.~00 for" 12 month year, comraring with $3.823.20 for the 
19~7-~8 and '5.977.03 for the year 1946-~7. The cOllllllittee felt tbere was no al­
ternat;"e than to recommend thi s deficiency arrrorriation. 

Uron motion at Louise Seel~r, seconded by lIunt Sutherland IT WAS VOTr:D !~ to 
l~ to ;dort this resolution. 

Resolution a,8 
BE IT RESOLVED th~t an exr enditure of...1!..900.32 for selJtius-<>t­
the TQ!ln Health Offi,~r, Arril 1 through June 30, 19~9, be 
aa roved • 

Item q. Uron motion by luuise See ley 3nd duly seconded IT WAS VOTED to adort 
resolut ion ~19. 

Resoluti~ Wl_9. 
BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Ner resen tat i ves that John J. 
~Iulkerin, a regular me",ber of the Police Del'artment be 
retlrel! on rension. - ---

The LIaro.e~ lease .e4~n_John Poltrnck and tfie City was laid op the table 
until its terms hnve been "rrroved by the PIannlng 30al"lr~heC'1l1!tt-b,..-t1l"e-be~.~;"'~_-__ 
lat ion an~ ~ules Com.,i t tee of the Board alld by the COrt or>.t ion Counsel. 

The Board requested that Nrs. Seeley read the findings of her committee which 
resulted from a letter from Sherman Hoyt enclosing a rerort of the Connecticut 
EXJenditure Council on cOOlfarative costs of orerating five Connecticut cities. It 

snowelrfllat Stamford has the highest rer car ita cost for orerating excert Green­
"ich. Atter deducting sums for services not rendered in Stamford. from Bridge­
rort '5 orerat ing exrenses, the com",i ttee found " comprab le figure of $67.36 f,er 
rerson in Bridgerort against '100.50 rer rerson in Stamford. In view at these 
comrarisons with BridgeJort and other Connecticut cities the committee believes 
that the additional anrorriations requested by the Hayor in a letter to the Board 
of Rerresentatives. but not yet referred to the Board of f'inance, could and should 
be .. et by more efficient mana~ement of the money already arrrorriated .rather than 
by :tddi tional taxes levied. She showed for examll. tbe Tax Collectors and 
Assessors offices for this year in Stamford have had an arJrorriation of $129.425 
arrroved. The co.t of these two services in Bridgerort, with a rorUlation of 
165.000. for the same year is only $81.997. a difference of ~~8.000. From this 
difference we should deduct the $12.000 we lay for rent for these offices, ~nd 
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ross ibly $5.500 tor rrinting tax ramrhlets, since Bridgerort orerates its own 
rrinting delartment, and this service is charged to it. The committee fails to 
see, however, any g~d reason why tbe salaries for collecting taxes in Stamford, 
with a ropulation of 65.000, should be $55.190 and in Bridgerort, witb a roru­
lation of 165.000 the taxes are collected under a rayroll of only $32,073. we 
believe tbat a ~ropertl re_assessment by an outside firm should be accomrlished 
as SOon as rosslbIe, but we believe that at least balf of its cost could be met 
by savings in tbe departments under the Board of Taxation. 

Other derartments indicated further rossible savings. Nearly $8,000 more 
is srent on our city hall rayroll for examrle, whereas Bridgerort orerates two 
other municiral office buildings but their total cost does not equal the $20.200 
we ray for rent for additional offic~ srace. Therefore the Fiscal Committee 
recommended that additional ! rrro[tialiaAa-tct-lhis_tisfal yea! be met by the 
saving inherently rossrpre"lD_ceatralized ~urchasing, witb all bids or,en to rub­
ac t~~fecJion~- and by the consolidation of municipal services still orerating as 
wo serarate organizations. Tbe Committee rromised to give sreedy aHroval to 
the transfer of any funds so saved during the balance of the fiscal year. 

The Committee rointed out that tbe amounts alloted by the State for the Town 
roads, tb.; unimpr9~~ r~ads, and tbe State Aid account, are not included in- the" 
esthnned revenues to be deducted from arrrorriations in lilying the tax rate. 

It was moved tbat the Report of the Fiscal Committee be acce~ted, seconded 
by Babette Ransoboff, 15tb District, and rassed. 

James N. Mulreed, ~th District, and Jeanette Bell, 17th District, comrli­
men ted Tbe Fiscal Committee on their rerort. 

Samuel Pierson stated that the ... hole subject of economy of government would 
bear a lot of study wi th other communi ties as well I1S Bridgerort. 

Babette Ransohaff stated that it is necessary to understand what s~rvices 
are being rendered under any municiral system and whether they are adequate or 
just economical. 

Michael Laureno, 3rd Di strict, agreed that Louise Seeley's rerort was a good 
rerort to read to this Board, but that we should investigate other towns such as 
Norwalk and see what their r er carita tax is. He also felt that the tax burden 
shared by industry and commu ce is an imrortant factor in coI1lJ uting the rer cari ta 
tax rate ot a community. --Robert G. Sherherd, 9th District, said with refe rence to the Agenda that the 
rules rrovide that a period of not l . ss tban five days be allowed for business to 
be T·resented in order to be r laced on the Agenda and acted on at the next meeting. 

lie suggested that the SteerinH Commi"t~~n ei ther Tuesday or Wednesday 
of tbe rreceeding week of the meeting so that tbe rerresentatives will ' receive 
the Agenda on Friday. 

Mr. Pierson, the President, stated it was his intention in the future to 
have the Steering Committee meet on Wednesday nights. " 

Helen Branley, 20th District, in re[c.rting for The Public Welfare and Recre­
ation Committee said that they bad taken no action on the_serving of ~~OL-OD-­
municiral I!: .. ~1:.t1' because tbe bill has now been rassed setting ur a- five man 
board to govern Hubbard ei hts Golf Club. She referred to Petition '15 Ir 201 
Which recommends that this board, wen a ointed, confer with her COmmittee. 

Daniel Miller, 16th District, rerorting for the Arrointments Committee sub­
mitted the na~e of 1lewelly~ Branfield •. Jr., for the rosition of Commissioner of 
Pu~ic~of the City of Stamford. He stated the committee had examined the 
qualifications nf Hr. Dranfield and felt he is qualified for the rosltion, and 
recommended th at the Board of Rerresentatives arrrove the aprointment. 



In answering a question raised by George Lockwwd, Mr. Miller stated that 
he had asked Mr. Bromfield if he intended to devote full time to this rosition. 
'Ir. Bromfield stated that he did and that he bad not been active for some years 
in his business excert to sign mars and in a financial way. 

vote': 
The meeting then rroceeded to ballot and the Chair announced the following 

26 
8 

• 

Nr. Pierson at 10':25 moved that a 10 minute recess be declared~ The motion 
was seconded by John L. Cameron, ~oth District, and carried. 

The meeting was called to order again by the President at 10:35. 

Leon Starles, 7th District, Chairman of the Health and Protection Committee, 
ns not rresent and there "as no rerort from his committee. 

flichael Wofsey, 1St District, submitted his rerort as Chai{'!aD of the Legis­
htion and Rules Committee. He rer-orted that a card index system will b~ set ur 
by Cle r k Babette Ransohoff for th e Doard of Rerresentattve mtnutes and filed in 
th e To.'n Cler!:'s Office. Hr. liofsey re.d a letter from Gw:I;.oration Counsel, 
Geo f E!= l\'i se, concerning his orioion in the case of a rossib1e addi tional.Jension 

--ror~'r. J.9.S!D!.X,_!,o..!'.eriLa,n/'a former member of the Fire Department. Mr. Wise's 
OT l nion \~.~ !:; that the ITOara do es not have the rower to increase the amount of a 
j~ n 5 i o a an'; tr,(: remedy lies in a srecial act of the legiSlature srecitically 
c rar.tin r ar additional s um to }1r. Lonergan. 

Ni chnel Wof.ey introduced...llrlti.!!.!!.!!S.e ~l concerning s~a£~ aisrosal taciti ties 
askin g , s ince it did not arrear on the Agenaa, that the Board consider this an 
~ mergency and act upon it at thi s meeting. This was not considered an emergency 
b)' the no.ud and will follo.' Chart e r rrocedure 120q,11, 

:-Ir. 1I0fsey reror\i.og 0 0 " le~ from flayor George T. narrett referring to 
fees m<ed to the City Court by Stamford Attorneys, stated that this was not with­
iiltfie jurisdiction ot the Board of Rerresentatives but rather "ithio the juris­
diction of the judges and clerk of the City Court. 

At the recommcncltion of the Legislature Itnd Rules Committee it was moved by 
ilr. Wofsey, seconded by Babe tte Ronsohoff ,nd IT liAS VOTED that the board create 
it commi ttee on fairs, bazaars and carnivals and suggest that all such arrTrcations 
be referre"d to this-C:ommi'ttee and'shourd lie rublished by the anlicants, in the 
legal column in the form suggested in the committee rerort. 

ilr. Pierson arroint .:d as :l committee for this rUrJOS~ Daniel Niller and 
ilichael Laureno. 

A motion was made ,'lnd seconded to .1c cert the rCJ'ort of the Legislation rl nd 
Hules Committee. Motion h'as <lJproved. 

Sherman R. Hoyt, 19th District, then read his refort from the Planning ~ nd 
Zoning Committee . Ut 2 j lid eb S Pct;iticJI Jt'aij:rllilF .... be lild sidClktlcs Uti 8EPte 
iLt@ct Has scat to the tHty K::giiicsiU 

A discussion followed Mr. !loyt's rerort concerning the.A~~~rtance of streets 
hy the city, when the cost to the city and urkeer begins, etc. Hr. Hoyt exr1ained 
that his committee did not want to accert a street if it was to be a burden to 
to1xrayers not in the vicinity or section in which the street \o.'as located. 

Uron the request of Nr. Wofsey, Mr. Hoyt "ceped an amendment to his reI a rt 
to read as follows: "This committee further feels that a condition for 1ccertance 
,'1150 be that the accertance (If any new street \o,'i11 not con5ti tute .'iD additional 
t aX burden uron the citizens of other rarts of St.:.unford. 1I 
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The motion was made that the rerort be acceped and that the last rarAgr,1rh 
be recommended to tbe Planning and Zoning Commission for rewriting. 

The m0110n was seconded and carried. 

As a second fart to his cODVnittee's rerort )Ir, Hoyt read a letter tram the 
Plan Commission "ith ret~rence to the building line QJL~lJlLfuuet on the southerly 
side, It was unanimously voted by the Platnin. Board to revise the line to a 10 
foot sat-back tor the entire distance. 

'Iich 1el Wofsey, 1st District, subm; tted resolution Y:j,~_, 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Board at Herresentatives hereby declares 
j ts orinion that the rublic satety, weltare and necessity require 
that the building line on the southerly side of Elm Street be 
changed'to a unltorm-l0' setback and we declare our lntent10n to 
make such a building line, and afrrove such rrorosnl ~s rre­
viously arrroved by the Planning Board, subj~ct to the rursuance 
of all sters required by the rrovisions at Charter 64 ot the City 
Charter. 

It was moved, seconded and carried that this resolution be ad0rted. 

Samuel F. Pierson, 5th District, Chairman ot the Steering Committee read his 
r~ rort of the committee with regard to Petition !32-1rom Jeanette Dell, 17th 
DiSTrict, regarding rollution of a stream in Srringdale. 

~rs, Bell ~sked that she be heard on this matter. She stated that the r~sl­
dents thought the ~ ringdale Laundry had something to do \Oi th this si tuation and 
so she investigated, Her itndings were that all water was rurified before being 
released into this stream. It is the general consensus of orinion that the 
trouble is from cess pools, 

Ja'l'\es Nulreed, 4th Uistrict, stated that this ",'as a case of enforcing the 
11w with regard to ~ nuisance 'Dd rec '1mmended that it be referred to the Health 
Der ,1 rtment. 

)Ir, Pierson rew 1 let ter from the Qaklawn and Newfie !d,~",. l,Q.11l'J.i..~ ,con­
cerning the fiClLwid..lce-Cream..ca .• _ The President rointed out that this board is 
not. iaw en orcement body and that the matter be referred to the Health Commis­
sioner and Police Cartain. 

)Ir. Pierson st ,Hed that the matter of a study of a Pension Fund had been 
co,'ered in the rerort a! the Fiscal Commi t tee. . 

Under Ne" Business it ,,',5 brou~ht to the attention of the Board of Rerre­
sentatives that \Oith regard to the hridge over the...Riprowam kiv~r on Puillski. 
Street, the surrorts do not «1 fe l T to be strong eoough and this ·was referred to 
the Public ~'orks Canmittae, 

The President then related tha t he and Michael 1I0fse)', 1st District, had 
gone on ~ tour of several at our rubEc beaches. He said th,n 1round Cum!!lings 
Pa rk the conditions were found to be c!erlorable. The beaches are filthy, beach 
lin~ is terrible, only one shower he~d working and very bad conditions in the 
ladies' and men's toilets. There is crying need for imrrovement. 

There was a lengthy discussion concerning the beaches at the ends of streets 
in Shil ran. Mrs. Seeley clearly ~xllain~d these conditions and ~Irs. Bromle)' sug­
~csted that immedi;..t<: action be taken to ~et the whole beach situ .nion corr~ctcd. 

IT ~A S VOTED by " st ,,"ding vote at ~3 Yes and 11 No to use emergency 
"11e1.sures in regard to resoLution 21 whiCh rC1.ds as fo110\'I'5: ------



RESOLVED by the Board of Rerresentatives that an immediate 
investigatiQl!..,.be made by the rrorer authorities as to all 
availab~e bathin~acilities in the City of Stamford and 
that such investIgarton 'determine: 
1. What facilities are now owned by the City; 
2. What facilities are owned but are not in full use; 
3. What work is required to make all such facilities 

available to the rublic as sreedily as I'ossible; 
~. The cost of such work; 
5. What rlans, if any, have been made for the acquisition 

of additional facilities commensurate with the rresent 
needs of the community and its rrobable growth; 

6. As sreedily as rossible management of beaches be turned 
over to the Board of Recreation in accordance with The 
Charter. 

,. Anoint a Board of Recreation, 
:Iotion to accert this resolution was made, seconded and carried. 

James N, Mulreed, ~th District and Patrick Hogan, loth District, asked that 
the 'Iayor be re~uested to deliver his message to this Board. 

,Iichael liofsey, 1st District, moved the Board of Rerresentatives invite the 
\la~'CI to give the Annual Reror! to us at our next regular meeting. 

The motion was seconded and carried. 

ResQlpJjpll,, !2~, r'resented by JeanetteS. Bell, 17th District, concerninF a 
rroFram of sel!~~isr~ was seconded by ~r. ~ofsey and carried. 

It reads as follows: 
RESOLVED that th~ Board of Rerresentatives does hereby declare 
its orinion that the rub lie health, safety, welfare and neces­
sity require that we immediately embark uron a full rrogram of 
sewers and sewage disrosal r lants. This Board does hereby 
further declare its intention t~ layout and build all neces­
sary sani tar), sewers and san i tat ion disrosal r lants requ ired 
in the entire City of Stamford. ~e request the ~Iayor to rerort 
th~ rresent status of the City'S sew.l~e rlans and institute the 
necessary J rocedures to exredite and accelerate the comrletion 
of a lull sewerage systew~ 

It was moved. seconded and carried that the meet iog be adjourned. The 
meeting was adjourned at 12:20 AN August 2, 19~9. DST 

Resrectfully submitted, 

BABETTE S. RANSOHOFF ------------------Clerk 
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oom;: 
Petition #32 to Sist~rs of Villa flaria, copy to Hayor 
Petition #33 Salvation Army, cory to Cart. Raymond, Chief ot Pire Dert. 
Petition #3~ Board at Selectm=n 
Petition N3 S Petition trom Jeanette Oell, ~e resolution #16 
Petition N36 Letter to IIrs. E.C. Scofield with caries to Mr. Canavan and 

Mr. Cook. Also letter to Chie f Brennan, cOfY to Board of 
Public Safety 

Arrointment at Ll~welyn Bromtield, letter to Mayor 
Cory at Ordinance '1 concerning sewage disposal facilities - to Health 

Ott ice and Corroration Counsel 
Rerort of Legislation and Rules Committe~: letter to Mr. Barrett re fees 

owed City Court. Letter to Planning Board, cory to Sherman Hoyt 
re accertance of streets. 

CorY of letter from Planning Board re Building line northerly side 
Elm Street to Sherman Hoyt 

Resolution #20 caries to Hr. Wotsey, Mr. Buckley, Hr. Hoyt 
Petition N37 Reterred to Health Otticer; cc to Jeanette Bell 
Letter from Oak lawn and ~ewtield Aves. Committee re traftic conditions: 

caries to ~layo r, Health Otticer 
Letter re Bridge over Pulaski St. to Public ~orks Committee, Stearns 

lioodman 
Resolution ,-21 CoI ' i es to ~1yo r ond Ao.rd of Hecreation 
'.solution "22 Cories to ~hyor , Phnning Boord ~nd Jeanette Bell 


