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In cOQsidering till: Bl!d~et· only those items rassed by the Board of Rerre­
sentatives, which involved discussion and/or change, are recorded here. All 
other items of the Budget were arrroved, as arrroved by the Board of Finance • 

••••••••••• 

JUNE 20, 19~9. 

The Special Meeting of the Board of Rerresentatives of Stamford, for the 
purrose of considering the comrlete 3udget, was beld at Burdick Junior High 
School, Stamford, Monday, June 20th, 19~9, and Wa$ called to order at 8:18 P.M. 
by Samuel F. Pierson, President. 

Uron Roll Call, all members were present except Patrick Scarella, Edward 
nallo, Vito Longo, Sherman R. Hoyt, and Robert Sherherd, the latter being re­
rorted on vacation. 

. . 
James N. Mulreed, ~th District. remarked. in ~art. tbat he had studied the 

Mayor's Budget and that this meeting was to consider tbe .recommendations of the 
Board of Finance. Whicb be had not been able to look over as yet. He thereupon 
moved that tbe order o~ business be as ' follows: . . 

1. That the recol!U!!!pdations Of the ,Board of Finane'" be submitted to each 
one at the Representatives present t~r their consideration. 

2. That our Fiscal Committee make wtiatever recommendations they are rre­
rared to malte. 

3. That since the Stamford Advocate rublished the BUdget and stated that 
this would be a rublic meeting, an opportunity be given to the peQFle present 
to be heard, it they so wish. 

~. That we recess until a later date, to be determined by this body to­
night, after the other order of business. 

This motion was seconded by Cli!!ord Waterbury, ~th District, and carried. 

The Chairman then read the figures as arrroved by the Board"of Finance and 
the Rerresentatives marked the same into their individual sets. 

During this rrocess, James N. Mulreed, ~th District, inquired it there has 
been a communication from the Board at Finance, in writing, as to their recom­
mendations. The Chairman stated that he bad co~ied his figures trom Louise T. 
Seeley's cory. 

Louise T. Seeley, Chairman at the Fiscal Committee, turther exrlained tbat 
the Board of Finance finisbed their work around 1:00 A.M. Sunday. and that she 
had picked up the Budget about 10:30 Sunday morniug. The figures were renciled 
in, and bad not yet been totaled by the Board of Finance. "We have not yet re­
ceived a written report and I think they are not yet in a position to give us 
one. However, these fivures have been checked twice ~ainst the Board at 
Finance figures." 

Michael Wofsey, 1st District, stated that we are dealing with the Budget 
and we should have a more business-like method. "The..Board of Finance should 
have rlaced their in wtltlng and sent them to our Clerk," to 
which the Chair to abide by a tillle limit. Acting upon Mr. 
Wotsey's suggest ion, the contacted the Com!.troller and the otticial set 
was delivered to the meeting a short while later. . 

After the reading at the figures was completed, the ChairQaD of the Fiscal 
Committee stated that the only totals they have in the Budget are the ones tbey 
have run off themselves, but that they are sufficient for them to draw conclus­
ioa8 and make recommendations. ~he said further that the Comptroller telephoned 
her about tive o'clock in the afternoon saying that his otfice had not been able 
to comrlete the totals and that he was checking totals at the time and was not 
sure they were accurate. 
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The Chair asked if the Board wished to hear the totals as run off by the 
Fiscal Committee, and the decision was in the negative. 

Michael Wofsey, 1st District. made a motion that "We request of the 30ard of 
... Finance an official communication and certification that this is the official 
. Budget arrroved by them", which motion was seconded by Louise T. ~eeley, 1st 

District, and carried. 

Louise T. Seeley, Chairman. rresented the rerort of the Fiscal Committee, 
which refort is annexed hereto and made a rart bereof. 

During tbe course of the Fiscal Committee Chairman's rerort, the follo.·ing 
Temarks, questions, etc., were introduced: 

In connection with Recommendation *2, Stephen Kelly, 12th District, discus­
sed the P~rking Meter Insrectgr situation as to whether the two insrectors are 
regu~ar policemen, included in the regular police budget. The Cbair stated that 
he would check ·into this matter. 

Concerning the matter of the telerhone. reguests for $1~:92IW/.O: Daniel 
~liller, 16th District, stated that he liaa sro~en to walter chubert of the Tele­
rhone Comrany about havine a Switcb Board installed and exrected " report on thp. 
matter. At a later point in the meeting, ·Mr. Miller ,,150 made remarks about the 
Toms Road Improvement si.tuation. calling attention to the danger involved for 
children walking ur and down Toms Road to the new school, and questioned the ad­
visability of taking the item out of the Budget. 

FollOWing the rerort, William Adriance; 18th District, inquired about the 
consideration of the item for the Board of Selectmen.'s_ "a!Al:Y.,I quoting from 
Section 402.1 of the Stamford Charter. The Corroration Counsel being rresent, 
his orin ion was aSked, and he stated: -

"I believe that when they refer to the 30ard of Selectmen they are not neces­
sarily conSidering them as a Board, but ·rather just Selectmen. I do not believe 
they intended that the Board of Selectmen would be considered in the nature of a 
Board. It is, rather, a name, I believe." 

\~hen asked if the Pi scal Commi ttee was submi t ti n, its rerort as a recommenda­
tion to the Board, John L. Cameron, a member of the committee, stated that "we 
raised a question on some of these items in tbe form of something tq be taken ur 
by th is Board and not necessarily as a Commi nee Rerort." 

Louise T. Seeley, Chairman of the Fiscal Committee, stated that the Committee 
took no vote on these recommendations, and later suggested that a recess be declared 
for her Committee to meet and agree on a report if it is so desired. M~. Cameron 
again explained the situation by saying "In making this report the Committee did it 
tram tbe point of view that you would be interested in the items that ady member of 
the Committee thought should be discussed. Since there were only ten recommenda­
tions it seemed it was better to present them to yon as we thought, perhars, it 
would roint your attention to the ten things whicb were oren to question .. and tbat 
the rest at the material was not oren to question. II 

During the discussion, James N. flulreed, 4th District, said that it was his 
understanding that the recommendations are not the recommendations of the Piscal 
Committee. but rather the recommendations of the members of that committee, He 
said he felt that the Committee should, as a Committee. make recommendations to 
this Board, and exrlained that he says that because they have devoted some time 
to this rerort and the Rerresentatives have not, 

)1ichael ~ofsey, 1st District, inquired of the Chairman if,in the course of 
their consideration, they had questioned whether we had any right to make certain 
arrropriations and referred to rage 15, the salary for the Deriltl' Tu Ca·) leclor. 
Louise T. Seeley suggested that such matters be referred to the CoIT2!!!!~Counsel. 

Helen Bromley, 20th District, referred to the Tree ~arden lte~ on Page 72, 
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Mosquito Control, and called the attention of the Board. to the fact that it was 
raised from $68.20 in 19~7-~8 to an arrrorriation of $6.500.00 ~n 19~8-~9. She 
further remarked that the Geperal Tree Wgrk item was cut to $15.000.00. She 
commented tbat she wanted $3.000. ot the MoSQuito Control item tor tbe Auxiliary 
P~wer PIDpt item of $2.800.00 on rage 77, for emergency ligbliAj at Sunset Home, 
as tbey have only three months to meet the requuements of the State Fire - " 
Marshall in tbis respect. 

Michael Wofsey, 1St District, asked what he termed a "basic question", "Arc 
we to assume that the Committee has arproved all of tbe actions of the Board of 
finance on the theory that we have to approve, reject Dr rednce?" 

Louise Seeley stated that the committee telt that they had ne discretion in 
the matter and "as tar as the rest was concerned, it was eDt"irely out ot the 
rrovince of our cormtittee." 

Michael Wofsey, 1st District; asked rermission of the Cbair, wbich was 
gran ted, to question the Corporatioll_J::oJIlIli.d ... as follows: 

"Have we tbe right to return to tbe ~ard of Finance 0Er r££l'!'!!!.!n~ons 
concerDing specific rortiPlls 0 the Budget.?" 

The Corporation Counsel said his answer WDuld be "Yes". "1 do not b~lieve 
that tbe Board of Finance WDuld be in any way obligated. The Charter reads that 
the Board of Rerresentatives may arprove, reject or reduce any it~ approved by 
the Board of Finance ••••• 1 do not see anything that would rrohibit the Board 
of Rerresentatives trom making recommendations to the Board of Finance for tur­
ther consideration of the Board ot Finance. There could be nothinR, however, 
controlling by any action of the Board of ReI resentatives." 

Babette S. Rausohot!, 15th District, inguired it there is any reason why the 
Board of Representatives caunot have the \ielfare Departmegt sa! ~ breakdown. 
Helell S. Bromley, Chairman of the Public Welfare and Recreation mmittee, stated 
that she had been out of Stamford all tbe previous ~~ek, but now that she bad 
returned tbe figures were available. 

At this point the Chairman again outlined the rrocedure tor this meeting 
and invited the public rresent to be heard. 

J~c~ English referred to the !~~erartmeD!_and inquired if the Derart­
ment at present does not have too mucb exrenditure for bookkeering already with 
22 members on the statf Ot the Derartment, of whom only 10 are case workers. In 
answer to this Helen Bromley, Chairman of the Public lI'elfare and Recreation Com­
mi ttee, eXT"lained that the bookkeeping machines cannot be rurchased outright. 
but must be rented. 

A l!.!:.r O.\\fti,llger referred to the Fire_Oej:.aI:tDleJlt .!ludget and inquired why 
there was a cut in the arrr9rriation tor the Assistant SUferintendent ot Fire 
Alarm from the requested $3.567.30 to $3.303,52, He st'ted th~t this job calls 
for i3.56'.30 and that the r"~son why the 53.303.52 figure arrears in the Arrro­
rTinion for 19~8-49 column is thllt the rerson holding the jOb now dr~w a salary 
for tour montns as a rlain fireman and the rest of the time at the rate of 
$3.567.30. The Chair stated that he would call this matter to the attention of 
the Board of Finance. Mr. Oeffinger also questioned t~e item for Mecbanical 
5urervisor, which was a request for $~.OI5.00, with $3.8~7.70 arrroved by tbe 
Board ot Finance. 

John Cameron, 20th District, remarked that in his orin ion the column for the 
19~8-1I9 arrrorriation has been in some cases orcn to question. 

Dr. P~Dl Brown, Heal~.Jltlic!,r, remarked that no aprrorI.~e!!. had been made 
to cover any rerson to take cnre of the extension of service. saYing that u\'t°e 
cannot take on fifteen or twenty thousand more reorle." 

Joserh Ch~ko, President of 'h~ S: amfQrd Good Government Association, 
stated, in rart, that this Board stould ask the Board -of Financet o ~rearran ~e all 
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of this Budget and resubmit to this Board a consolidated Budget, and no~ wa~t to 
the end of the year. "You should get a Budget wbich you can understand, I~would 
suggest that you ask for a clarif!c,,'o" of the enti~e Public Works. Bodiet, spb­
diVided into the variou9 ·de/>al"tllllllLtS." He also, referred to tbe $6s.000tod!equest 
for reassessment, and said that this should be done as B" lIIAtter ,of jP_n ce- ancf 
that the item should be reconsidered, as well as any number of othe~,ile.6, 

Frank Daley criticised the request of $65:000,00 fo~ ~earrraisai; statea that 
he would guess that Stamford has raid close to, $so,ooo.oO r,ptal~tor,Sbe bQokkeer­
iug machine in the Welfare Department; and that be would, ratber aee· tbe $S·,ooo,oo 
a year rental go to tbe rearle who need helr· I 

Mr. Matthew Nen, in ConuectioD with tbe Sun&et. Bom~"stated tbat be· believed 
that the BOard' of' Finance misinterrt'eted the requesti • .u tbe CapUal Ex;eDdi tures 
and stressed the importance of the approva~ of the. item, for Auxiliar,r. Power Plant 
for Emergency Up'lag lo tbc- ,8lIIOont of $a ,800:09. ~~ini l tbat ~,he Sfa~e.Fire 
Marshall has given them ninety days to bstal!. ~~is B)'stell, . and is insls~ iDg u,pon it, .. 

Upon moiion ' mide by James N. Mulreed, ~th Di strict. seconded bV Daniel Miller, 
16tb District, the meeting was recessed at 12:02, A.M., JUDe 21st, 19~91 until that 
nigbt at ' 8:oo' o'clock at the same place. " , . 

Respectfully submitted, 
· Babett~,S. Ransohoff 

CIerk.' ' 

Following tbe business of the Special Heetiag held June 20th, 19~9, the Cha i r 
asked rermission of the Board to read a letter from the L+yns Club, 6ein~tion 
~a7, ' for a vermit to sponsor the Ru~ ,Brothers Crrcus atger Field, in Woodside 
Park, on July 1st an~ 2nd, witb an 0,tl0ft for July ~th. The Chair exrlained, that 
the PresideDt of the Li~bs Club was under the impression that the letter"bad been 
sent to this Board rreviously, and said he felt that the matter could be acted 
uron under SUsrension of Rules unless someone objected. 

Michael Laureno, 3rd District, moved the susrension of the rulesi secoDded 
by Joseph Zdanowicz, 13th District, and carried. 

Michael Wofsey, 1st District, moved that permission be granted to the Lions 
Club to have the circus, seconded b)' James W, Barrington, 9th District;, and carriedl 

Respectfully submitted, 
Babette S. Ransohoff ----------Clert: 

REPORT OF THE CHAIRMAN OF 
THE FISCAL COMMITTEE 

Jube 20th, 19~9 
• • • • • • • • 

Tbe Fiscal Committee could find only ten additional recommendations for re­
ductions which we could SUbmit. and we are rerfectly willing to recCDs~der any of 
them: ' 

1. Page 2, request for $2 . ~6S.S2, for File Clerk in ~ayor's Office. We felt 
much of this information should be in the Derartm~nt of Finance, and the Mayor's 
files should be confined to his rersonal correspondence. Mucb of tbis business 
should be referred to purchasing, rersonnel, planning, etc. 

2. Page 2, reduce to one Parking Meter Insrector. Recommend reduction from 
$6.900.00 to $3,~SO.OQ. 

3' In re Probate Court, page 11. $50.00 for inspection of tnewriters and 
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$50.00 for rerairs to tyrewriters, should come out of Probate Court income. 
Another item for cleaning of the rooms for ~530.00, No reason is given wby these 
roo~s should not be cleaned by the regular Town Hall staft, which Iayroll is over 
$24,000.00. We recommend that $630.00 be taken from this budget on rage 11. 

4. P~ge 28. Recommend change tram $15~000.00 to S10~OOO.00, Reserve Pund -
tund to oare tor Certificates at Errors, Abatements, Uncollectible Taxes and Re­
tunds at TaAes rai~ in error. , The City has made no sucb arrrorriation and the 
fawn requested $10,000.00 tor 19qE-Q9, 

5. Page 30A. Reduce from $9,000.00 to SS~ooo.oo for bonds not yet issued. 
At. the rresent interest rate w~ have been paying on our bonds we tound tbat 
$5.000.00 would cover all that was aprrov~d in the Carital Budget for the ye~r. 

6. Page 45, Dog ~arden item - take out $200.00 (Refer to rage Sl tor 
further arrrorriation for Dog ~orden Derartmentl. 

7. P~ge 54. Telernone item and cleaninv ottices tor the former Town Plan­
ning Derart"",nt. Telerhone $116.00 ~nd Cleaning OHices $450.00. Take out 
SS66.00 as this derartment becomes fart at single engineerini oftice. 

S. Page 73. Re Parking Meters. Contract' reads that they are to be raid 
at! with half of the monthly collections. (The tirst six months after the in­
stall~tion at the parking meters all reccirts are imrounded and at the end at the 
six months one-hal.! i~ given in rart payment at the meters and, hal! at all re­
ceips ~nthly are raia tor meters until they have been paid tor. I lI'e recommend 
that $7.250.93 be takED out at the ~rit'll BUdget. , 

9. Page 79. Board at Finance reduced Toms Hoad Imrrovement. I checked 
with the Planning f~ard and tound that this imrrovement hld not been pr~sented 
tor, their approval according to Section 523. I theretore recommend that the 
$90.000.00 be removed from the Bud~et. 

10. Re School Budget. Reduction in fuel tor schools -- Item "02" on Page 9. 
The tuel item has been increased Sl~.OOO.oo over last year. It was a gr~at tem~­
tation to leave this entire budget intact, so well had it been rrepared. We went 
into this $l~.OOO.oo increaSe and found that it was to cover the new Junior High 
School, and an incre~se in . thE rrice ot tuel. The new school will need 60.000 
gallons o! oil, costing $3,150.00. In addition the Budget allows tor an expected 
increase in th~ rrice a! oil and co:11, this Winter, which seems noW unlikely. It 
we take the $10,000. out, and the price at tuel does go uf, we shall have to give 
it blck to them. This rossibilitl' see .. s guite unlikely to the Fiscal Committee 
~t rresent. 

These tota l recommended reductions amount to 5123.562.45. 

There was another item in the Bud.,et which we could not tot~l tram thE dat 3 
given. Thi s is the difference in l~borers ' w~ges in the former City "nd Town 
governments , fr om which this Budget wns rrerarod. The Ci t)' PYS S8.oS rer day 
for labor. 108 men tor 313 days in the y~ar -- 52 we~ks a! six day weeks. The 
Town h.s u8 men whO are raid $1.16 rer hour ur to :;;1.60 rer hour. At any r at e , 
they receive more than :>8.05 per day. I think this should be called to the at­
tention a! the Derartment at Service, and that we sbould have the s~e hourly 
or daily rat e in the Dep rtment of Service in Stamford. 

'~e couldn't recommend sjeci!!c deductions in the ~elhre Ueflrtment as we 
did not have a breakdo.'n a! salaries. The Charter calls tor .~ll accounting and 
disbursing to b~ done by the Derartment of Finance. It was recommended that the 
f"ople who administer Ifelhre Funds should not do their own accounting and dis­
bursing. There is considerable personnel, as well,s expensive m.chinery pro­
vided tor thi s function in the IIclflre Def~rtment. lI'e recomm~nd that ,15 soon "5 

it is practical tor both the "eHare and Finance uerartm.nts there be , tr ans fer 
of rersonncl .:tnd wh atever !aci.liti t. s ·'. r~ n ~cessary to truns!er this function_ 



We recommend that St~te Aid tor Road Materials herealter be accounted tor. 
That the Budget list certain specific amounts at road materials, with estimated 
mileil!le of roads to be reraired and built, and -that trom this total the State 
Aid materials be deducted, ~,d the net amount be requested in tbe BU~iet. 

We also telt that the Tax Collector's ottice ,having to ret OUt one annual 
set ot tax bills, instead of two, wbicb will be mailed in October, and not aJsin 
until Sertember, 1950, should be able to do with fewer clerks ,after October, 19Q9. 

Also we fail to see wby a teletyre in the Cit~ Fblice Der?rtment should cost 
$~80.00 and in the Town Police Department $525.00. 

There were many ieneral items recurring frequently in the 3udget which we 
think could be consolidated at a rreat savinr to StaMford. An examnle of this is 
23 ~itferent telephone requests, not including the Department ot Education, for 
$13.929.00. \~e suggest, coordinating telephone service, many of these telephones 
being in tbe same or adjoining building. 

h'e ray bo :200 .00 to private owners !or municipal o!!ices. A nel( municiral 
building will save this exrenditure as well as centralizing the municipal functions • 

. There are recurrinr items for Rerairs and Maintenance of Equirment, totaling 
$16.950.00. In addition we maintain a repair shor and derartmental repair men. 
We think all at this work should be centralized. 

Gas, Oil, Grease and Tires occur over and over in many derartments. Central­
ized rurchasing and maintenance of automotive surrlies would save greatly in this 
item. 

While we had no rower to increase tbe Budget as submitted to Q' by tbe Board 
of Finance, we thought that in at least two items the Board should reconsider its 
decision to eliminate th~ requested a~unts: 

1. On Page 35, all uniforms ~nd equirment for the Fire Derartment were 
elil1linated, ~'hicb we think was mistaken for uni!orms and equipment for the new 
men only. 

2. The requested $6s:000.00 for an outside re-assessment, which we think 
would be a good investment for Stamford, rroducing not only an increased grand 
list, but a distribution oJ rroperty values more nearly in accord witb preSent 
actual values of the property. We think a reriodic review of assessments by out­
side experts is as imnortant as outside auditors for our accounts. 

··\i chael Laurena, 1 member of the Comittee, surrlemented the rerort by 
calii nq the attention of the Board to the matter at the Deputy Ouilding Insrector, 
who is to reriace the Town Zoning Enforcement Officer, stating that it was felt 
that he was not necessary. 

I~~§DAr~_~UN~_~~~~_!2~ 
The recessed meeting of the Board of Rerresentatives of Stamford, Was held 

.t Burdick Junior Hi~h SChool, Stamford, Tuesday, June ~lst, 1q~9, and was cailed 
to orde r at 8:26 by the President, Samuel F. Pierson. 

Uron Roll C,ll, ~ll members were rrcsent excert John Gacher, Edwlrd J. 
1\ojciechol(ski, Vito Longo, Sherman R. 1I0yt and Robert G. Sherherd. 

The Chair announced tbat we now have a certified cory of the Dodget from the 
Board of Finance. and read the following certific . tion: 
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